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“Kintai” is the quarterly magazine issued by
Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, for the
local Japanese at Iwakuni City to make a better
understanding about MCAS Iwakuni. This is
authorized by the United States Marine Corps,
however, is not always reflected by the official
views/opinions by the U.S. government or the U.S.
Department of Defense. Please e-mail, mail, or fax

your opinion/question to us.
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U.S.-Japan Friendship Concert builds bonds through music
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MCAS Iwakuni employees save local from wild boar
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Americans celebrate Girls’ Day
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Japanese, American school comparison

BREGEFRELN—NERICHDABE
Local residents, station youth build bonds during mikan presentation
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M.C. Perry Elementary School hosts Japanese Cultural Exchange Program
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Marines teach English to Japanese preschoolers
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JMSDF conducts first flight training of 2015
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Interview with a Marine : Lance Cpl. Steven Eakes
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M. C. Perry basketball tournament against Tabuse Agricultural-Technical High School
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M.C. Perry wrestling team aims to shoot to top
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5th Joint Leadeship Walk
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Cover photo:

The Honorable Yoshihiko Fukuda, mayor of lwakuni
City, Japan, and Col. Robert V. Boucher, commanding
officer of Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni,
participate in the 5th Joint Leadership Walk, Jan. 30,
2015. The JLW was conducted for the first time in
three and half years after the summer of 2011. Please
read the story on Page 24. Photo by Cpl. D.A. Walters.
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BHEGHH VAR FIVALE
Story and photos by;
Cpl. Luis Ramirez

20154:2H14H / February 14, 2015
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The Chugoku Shikoku Defense Bureau
with co-sponsorship of the Iwakuni City
Government, Iwakuni City Board of
Education and Marine Corps Air Station
Iwakuni, Japan, held the 2015 U.S.-
Japan Friendship Concert inside the
Sinfonia Iwakuni Concert Hall, Feb. 14,
2015.
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The Ministry of Defense’s goal was for
attendees to cooperate with neighbors
and local residents in the vicinity of

the air station, and to deepen mutual
understanding between local residents
and U.S. armed forces in order to achieve
a goal of stable relationships between
both parties.
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“This event took months of planning
and hard work,” said Allen Strawbridge,
the music director for M.C. Perry High
School. “I know both the Japanese

and my students put in a tremendous
amount of effort to ensure the
performances were outstanding.”
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As part of the event, attendees witnessed
pieces from: M.C. Perry Schools, the
Iwakuni Municipal Iwakuni Elementary
School, the Iwakuni Municipal Higashi
Junior High School, the Domu Otake
City Japanese Drums Organization,

the Waki Municipal Waki Elementary
School and the Suo-Oshima Municipal
Agenoshou Elementary School.
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Strawbridge said he always enjoys
participating in the concert with his
students because the local Iwakuni
residents show incredible support by
providing a large turn out to the event.
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“This is a great experience for the

kids,” said Hiroyuki Hattori, a music
teacher with Waki Elementary School.
“It’s not every day that they receive the
opportunity to perform in front of such a
large audience.”
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With approximately 200 students taking
part in the concert, Hattori said for those
participating for the first time, it was a
bit of an astonishing moment for them to
walk on stage and see the large crowd.
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“This was also my first time being part of
an event like this,” said Hattori. “I'm not
going to lie, it was a bit overwhelming

at first, in my mind I was thinking, ‘are
my students ready? Did I teach them
enough? but when I saw them on stage I
knew all the hard work paid off.”
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According to both Strawbridge and
Hattori, the friendship concert was a
great success.

MBI TS M AEIcEIE->T . Coarvy
—MZBMLIZWE B> TOE T, JEEL. T
BETZ, BHOOEHRZINORRE, #1725
DI kI e ATz,

Hattori said that he looks forward to
being part of the concert for years to
come, adding that the best way to break
borders and build bonds is through
music.

http://www.mcasiwakuni.marines.

r20158KZREFAV Y — M TRBTIABAENR FTENMKEORE,
The students of Suo-Oshima Agenosho Elementary School sing in a chorus duirng the 2015
U.S.-Japan Friendship Concert.
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The color guard of Iwakuni Elementary School perform along with the

brass band during the 2015 U.S.-Japan Friendship Concert.
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The students of Matthew C. Perry High School play the drums duirng the 2015 U.S.-Japan
Friendship Concert.
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The members of the Domu OtakeGity e ums Or¢

he 2015 U.S.-Japan Friendship Concert.
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US-Japan Friendship Concert in IIWAKUNI
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Allen Strawbridge, the music director for Matthew C. Perry High School;conducts the students participating in the 2015
U.S.-Japan Friendship Concert inside the Sinfonia Iwakuni Concert Hall, Iwakuni City, Japan, Feb. 14, 2015. Approximately 200

students from'both American and local Japanese schools participated in the bond building event.
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MCAS Iwakuni employees save local from wild boar
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Story by; Cpl. Alissa P. Schuning
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Three civilian employees who work
aboard Marine Corps Air Station
Iwakuni, Japan, and a Japanese local
received an Appreciation Award from the
director of the Iwakuni Police Station,
Dec. 25, 2014.
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Thomas Cooper and two other employ

at MCAS |

i received an Appreciation Award from

the director of the Iwakuni Police Station. The award translates as follows: "You cooperated with

the people at M ki-cho, |

i City,on N

ber 23, 2014 to beat off a wild boar, which

attacked a Japanese male and saved his life. We hereby show our gratitude on your action."

Thomas Cooper, a network operations
specialist with S-6, Tomoko Tengyoku, a
Japanese contractor, Kyozo Kawamoto,

a Master Labor Contract employee with
the Army Corps of Engineers, and a local
resident received the award for saving a
Japanese civilian from a wild boar, Nov.
23, 2014, in a residential neighborhood
in Iwakuni City.
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Cooper explained that on the evening

of November 23, after arriving home
with his wife, Tengyoku, they witnessed
a roughly 230 lb. wild boar charge at a
man walking down the street.
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“We first noticed my neighbor (the
Japanese local) standing on a wall
waving at a man who was wearing
headphones,” said Cooper. “Shortly
after, what I originally thought was a
small bear, ran from a woman’s yard and
knocked the man down.”
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After getting the man to the ground,

the boar, which Cooper said was rare to
see 1n their neighborhood, proceeded to
“basically eat him.”
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“It started gnawing on his right thigh
and was throwing this man around like a
rag doll,” explained Cooper. “After seeing
that, I immediately got out of the car and
started finding sticks, rocks; pretty much
anything I could throw at the boar.”
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While Cooper frantically tried to divert
the boar’s attention, Kawamoto engaged
by banging a shovel on the ground and
Tengyoku stayed in the vehicle to call
the ambulance and the Iwakuni City
police.
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According to Tengyoku, the attack lasted
for approximately two minutes until she
became worried and started blaring the
horn on the car.
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“The mix of the shovel banging and the
horn blaring is what eventually scared
the boar back into the yard it had come
from,” said Cooper.
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Although the boar ceased his attack on
the Japanese local and retreated back to
the yard, Cooper said there was nothing
to keep the boar from returning for a
second attack.
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“The boar originally broke down the
fence to get in the yard so it returning

to the yard did not mean we were safe,”
said Cooper. “So before we attended to
the victim, I quickly moved my car in
front of the fence opening in order to
trap it.”
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After imprisoning the boar, Cooper,

Tengyoku and Kawamoto went to aid the
injured man.
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“He was pretty banged up,” said Cooper.
“The boar bit off a good chunk of his leg,
tusked him above his eye, bit his head
and actually bit off one of his fingers,
which the doctors were able to reattach.”
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During the short time it took for the
ambulance to get to the attack site,
Cooper made sure to keep the man up
and awake despite the pain.
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“I’'m no doctor but I am aware of the
dangers of head injuries,” said Cooper. “I
wanted to keep the man awake through
any means necessary because if he had a
concussion and fell asleep, he could fall
into a coma with no guarantee of waking

”»

up.
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The ambulance and police responded

http://www.mcasiwakuni.marines.

swiftly and took over the scene, taking
care of the victim and the boar.
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“The (Japanese civilian) is doing very
well,” said Cooper. “We went to visit
him in the hospital and he actually
believes what happened was lucky. Not
the fact that he got attacked but that it
happened in a place and during a time
that people would be around. He has a
pretty great outlook on the entire thing.”
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To their surprise, Cooper, Tengyoku and
Kawamoto received an award for their
heroic efforts from the Iwakuni City
Police Chief on Christmas day.
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“We were not expecting to be awarded
for what we had done,” said Cooper. “We
did what we had to do and saved a man
from more severe injuries or, possibly,
death. That was enough.”
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The Wild Boar, or Eurasian Wild Pig, has one of the largest geographic ranges of any mammal and can be found in habitats

ranging from closed natural and planted forests to open scrublands with some cover. According to www.lhnet.org, wild boars
are most active in the early morning and afternoon, though they can become nocturnal in areas where activity usually occurs
throughout the night.
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The American girls from Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni, Japan,
select Japanese kimonos with the members of Yusu No Sato.

ULEOVERZRETENEBMITESS7AVAADFH.

A Japanese woman dresses an American girl from Marine Corps
Air Station | i, Japan, in a ki during the Hina Doll
Festival.
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A member of Yusu No Sato dress an
American girl from Marine Corps Air Station
Iwakuni, Japan, in a Japanese kimono.

UEEOVERZRETERDEEHELSTAVHADFH,
The American girl from Marine Corps Air Station
Iwakuni, Japan, learns how to write Japanese
caligraphy during the Hina Doll Festival.

The American participants and their daughters from Marine
Corps Air Station lwakuni, Japan, pose in front of the Hina Doll.

]
ULEOYERXRETEFBEREHIABERREISTDAVIN—,
A member of Shunan international Children's Club performs the
Japanese traditional dance, Nihon buyou, during the Hina Doll
Festival.
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With Shunan International Children's Club in Shunan City WarineCoro Al Stion ekl pa ok ogthr

[T 7] * S~ *
E E ﬁ\ 1&% w E (w 9 j-w -5&) The American girls from Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan,

. . o BN learn how to make Iwakuni sushi from the members of Yusu No Sato.
With Yusu No Sato in lwakuni City

Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, cook together during
the Hina Doll Festival.
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Story and photos by;
Cpl. Jessica Quezada

20154:2H27H / February 27, 2015
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Station residents celebrated the Japanese
Doll Festival “Hinamatsuri,” with Yusu
No Sato, a cultural outreach group based
in Iwakuni City, Japan, Feb. 27, 2015.
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Yusu No Sato group leaders helped
organize and explain the significance

of hina-ningyo dolls before dressing the
guests in traditional Japanese kimonos.
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“Our goal is to introduce the Japanese
culture in fun and exciting ways,” said
Mikie Watanabe, a cultural adaption
specialist aboard station. “We try to
relieve them of any worries about being

8

a foreigner here. We have a great,
unique culture with customs that go
back several generations. We provide
opportunities to see or experience
something they never have.”
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At noon, everyone moved into the
kitchen where the Japanese volunteers
prepared ingredients to make
traditional, Iwakuni sushi.
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Layer by layer, Japanese banana leaves,
vinegared rice, lotus roots, shiitake
mushrooms, carrots, sweetened ground
fish, vegetables and egg were coated in

a tall wooden frame used as a container

to compact the ingredients inside.
Participants then used a flat wooden cover
to push on the top of the frame while
lifting from the outside, leaving a square
of fresh, handmade, Iwakuni sushi.
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“This was a once in a lifetime opportunity
that I'm very grateful for and I can share
all that I've learned and seen with my
family and friends back home,” said
Bridgette Wood, a resident aboard MCAS
Iwakuni. “I feel like this builds a stronger
connection between the two different
cultures instead of isolating them.”
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“I just want to provide these guests a
moment to learn about the Japanese
ways,” said Kikuko Shinjo, a teacher
with Yusu No Sato. “I want to help

them experience anything they would
be interested in so they learn about

our culture and continue to build a
friendship.”
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Every month, the program arranges
multiple classes to broaden station
residents’ knowledge of Japan, such as
the origami-making class and lotus root
digging.
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Story and photos by;

Lance Cpl. Carlos Cruz Jr.

201543 7H / March 7, 2015
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Shunan International Children’s Club
invited School Age Care aboard Marine
Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, to
celebrate the Hina Doll Festival at the
Shinnanyo Fureai Center in Shunan
City, supported by Shunan City and
Hikari City, March 7, 2015.
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The festival provided station residents
the opportunity to partake in multiple
traditional Japanese activities and
ceremonies including rice pounding,
Japanese calligraphy, a Japanese tea
ceremony and a chance to try on a
Japanese kimono.
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“It’s so interesting to see the way the
Japanese show their appreciation,” said
Marcelina Pearson, the youth director
with SAC. “There is nothing in the states
that I could compare this to.”
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Female students from Hufo High School
and Shinnanyo High School volunteered
to be tour guides for SAC at the festival.
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“On a day meant to appreciate
daughters, these girls rode their bikes
about 20 miles from their house to come
help us experience this celebration,”
said Pearson. “I can see why they're
appreciated.”
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According to Taeko Saito, a librarian

at the Shinnanyo Fureai Center, the
enormous doll display and tea ceremony
are not seen often anymore, which
makes this day unique and special

to both the American and Japanese
visitors.
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“This is a great way for Americans to
learn about Japanese culture because
they get to experience it hands-on,” said
Saito.
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A meal is always provided during
Hinamatsuri, so after each group
experienced all the activities available,
they were served curry and rice.
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The festival ended with a closing
ceremony and before the station
residents left, they presented the
director of the Shunan International
Children’s Club a gift of appreciation for
inviting them.

lllustration is designed by Freepik.com 9
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Japanese, American school comparison
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Story and photo by;

Lance Cpl. Carlos Cruz Jr.
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Staff and children from School Age Care
Center aboard Marine Corps Air Station
Iwakuni, Japan, visited Nishiki Seiryu
Elementary School in Iwakuni City, to
compare Japanese and American schools,
Jan. 23, 2015.
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A parent of a student at Nishiki Seiryu
was the SAC’s tour guide for the day.
The children and staff from SAC visited
each classroom and observed how the
Japanese classes are conducted.
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“The children’s behavior was the

biggest difference that I noticed,” said
Dahquetta Watson, a program assistant
with SAC. “The Japanese children are
very self-controlled, they don’t have to
be told what to do, they already know
what’s expected of them and if they are
told to do something, they do it without
any fuss.”
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Nami Chester, a youth cultural specialist
with SAC, agreed saying Japanese
students aren’t allowed to voice their
opinion like American students, which is
why they appear to be so orderly.
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Japanese teachers trust their students
because they’re disciplined, which

allows for more learning opportunities
according to Marcelina Pearson, the
youth director with the SAC.
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“I was amazed at the fact that they had
a home economics class,” said Pearson.
“They trust their students with a variety
of things that we would consider safety
hazards, like knives, burners and irons.”

ErV I EAIRKBE, THAD L TIETH
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The Japanese culture is much more self-
sufficient according to Pearson.
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Children from School Age Care Center aboard Marine Corps
Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, put on slippers provided by the
Nishiki Seiryu Elementary School in Iwakuni City before
entering the building, Jan. 23, 2015. SAC visited the school to
compare Japanese and American schooling.
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“I noticed that the teachers and students
clean up after themselves,” said Pearson.
“They don’t have a janitor that comes in
to clean for them like we do.”
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Watson said experiences like this help
Americans admire the Japanese culture
more and appreciate what’s available to
them and to not take things for granted.
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“One of the biggest differences I saw
was technology,” said Pearson. “They
don’t have smart boards, computers,
televisions or any other high-tech
equipment that we use back in the U.S.
The only electronic device I saw in the
room was a little heater, yet they're still
at higher level of education than we are.

”
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Pearson said she thought everything

would be completely different but was
surprised because there were more
similarities than expected.
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“One similarity I saw that I was
surprised by was the interaction between
the students and their teachers,” said
Pearson. “In the U.S. teachers work
together with their students to keep
their attention, but because of the
discipline the Japanese students have,

I thought the lessons would be more
instructional.”
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Although they're taught differently,
Japanese schools teach the same
subjects as American schools, including
but not limited to: math, writing, history,
science and physical education.
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“I found it interesting that they learn
calligraphy in elementary school,” said
Pearson. “It’s similar to teaching our
children cursive.”

http://www.mcasiwakuni.marines.
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According to Chester, the Japanese
students go to school from about 7:50
a.m. to 3:00 p.m. which is very similar
to American schools, but the school

year and semesters are scheduled very
differently.
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In America, students get a 10 week
summer break in between school years.
Japanese students have three semesters
with 2-5 week breaks in between.
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“I believe their school schedule might
be better,” said Pearson. “Giving our
students a 10 week break gives them
more time to forget about what they
learned in the past year.”
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Pearson said if there’s one thing she
could take back from that experience
and apply to schools in the U.S., it would
be the importance in respect towards
teachers that the Japanese practice.
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Local residents, station youth build bonds during mikan presentation
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Story and photos by;
Cpl. Luis Ramirez
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Matthew C. Perry Elementary

School hosted members of the local
Iwakuni agricultural and societal
cooperative associations during a mikan
presentation at the school gymnasium,
Jan. 13, 2015, aboard Marine Corps Air
Station Iwakuni, Japan.
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The purpose of the event was to
strengthen the bond between Iwakuni
City residents and the M.C. Perry
students. Members of the associations
presented M.C. Perry elementary with
20 boxes of mikans from Suo-Oshima
Island.
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“When we talk about a cultural exchange
between our communities such as this
presentation, it’s not just an exchange
from a (U.S.) military organization

and the local community,” said Takumi
Shiiki, the mayor of Suo-Oshima. “It’s

an opportunity to meet one another, get
to know each other and learn from one
another.”
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Shiiki said events that involve both
station and local youth are a great way
to build lasting bonds between the U.S.
and Japan, as both parties gain fond
memories that eventually mature into
long-lasting friendships.
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All of the elementary school
students and staff attended the
mikan presentation to express their
appreciation for the gifts.
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“This is the fifth year now that we have
hosted the presentation of mikans in the
gym,” said April Lombard, a first grade
teacher with M.C. Perry Elementary
School. “It’s a great gesture of friendship
and I know each year it’s more
meaningful to my students because they
love mikans and they look forward to the
presentation.”
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“When these children grow up, go back
overseas and they happen to have an
orange,” said Motoi Yoshimura, Director
General and Chairman from Yamaguchi-
Oshima Agricultural Cooperative
Association. “When that splash of juice
hits their mouth, in that moment I

hope that it will remind them of the
experience they had here today, the kind

—DEROBHELRE,

18130, EEHRAIOFRHFHESHFREL—RICHATIKAL > THR—XELS EEEHBIFI S ORI - DL rOfEERa— A

of fond memory of Iwakuni that I would
like to offer through this opportunity.”
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According to Lt. Col. Mike Carreiro,
executive officer of MCAS Iwakuni,
events like the mikan presentation

are vital to improving and building
relationships with the local community.
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“T couldn’t agree more with Mayor
Shiiki,” said Carreiro. “When these
students return to Japan as young men,
young women or adults, they will have a
better understanding of the culture and
they will be better ambassadors for the
U.S”
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Carreiro added that he looks forward

to seeing the members of the Iwakuni
agricultural and societal cooperative
associations continue to interact with
M.C. Perry elementary and they build
upon those bonds that both hold dearly.

Members of the local Iwakuni agricultural and societal cooperative associations pose for a photo with Lt. Col. Mike Carreiro,
executive officer of Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, and members of the Matthew C. Perry Elementary School’s faculty
and student body during the school’s mikan presentation inside the school’s gymnasium aboard station, Jan. 13, 2015.

http://www.mcasiwakuni.marines.

N)=INERTRFXER R TOT 5 LERIE

M.C. Perry Elementary School hosts Japanese Cultural Exchange Program
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Story and photo by;
Cpl. Jessica Quezada
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Matthew C. Perry Elementary School
aboard Marine Corps Air Station
Iwakuni, Japan, hosted their 5th annual
Japanese Cultural Exchange Program at
the school’s gymnasium, Feb. 11, 2015.
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The program began with a hospitality
speech from Larry Wall, the psychologist
for M.C. Perry Elementary and
coordinator of the event, and words of
gratitude from HisashiSutou, principal
of Shinnanyo High School.
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“I would like to thank all of you for
inviting us here today,” said Sutou.
“During your stay in Japan, I hope

you learn a lot of wonderful aspects
about the Japanese culture and help
strengthen the bridge of friendship
between Japan and the United States of
America.”
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Dressed in their karate-gi, a Japanese
karate training uniform, Shunan
International Children’s Club took the
stage to demonstrate a sequence of
traditional martial arts techniques.
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“It’s great for our students to see the
Japanese culture and to explore the

other side,” said Wall. “We’ve had very
positive results and the kids are always
excited. They’ll say something like ‘oh!
Look at that cool martial arts thing or
the beautiful dance.”
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The children cheered in excitement

for the Shunan Children’s Choir and
Shinnanyo High School Brass Band’s
next performance where they sang
popular songs from the Disney movie
“Frozen” in Japanese.
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“Music is the main base of this program
and unites all of us,” said Wall. “We are
all singing the same language when it
comes to music and the Japanese always
put on a great performance.”
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The traditional Japanese songs set the
scene for the following classical Japanese
dance, Nihon-Buyo.
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Shunan children from age 4-13, dressed
in colorful kimonos, performed Nihon-
Buyo, a dance that first appeared in the
1600s.

NI LS, CORMAI DI Z L TZ
ELiz, 207y S L HARD %KL
ICHIREL, 7 AU N M5 IS LV
BT, LT Dk, R —/NERDAY
ATV RT LR, TRAEZHADE
FECT AV IO AEDHETIRED LS4 T
EMTONTOEHZHTESV NGRS
TVET, 2OTT T LTRY)—/NAED
THGEDHAUE D ST, HADEEAL
DDOBEVDEPBHABDIIEESLINT
&TY, .

“We have been coordinating this
exchange for the last five years and

it’s an awesome opportunity for the
Japanese students to come to the base
and see the American students,” said
Dr. Suzanne Landrum, principal of
M.C. Perry Elementary. “We like to get
them into the classroom to show them
what we do in an American school. This
is wonderful for our children to learn
from their culture and to share this
connection with the Japanese.”
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This ongoing cultural exchange
illustrates the greater part of the
Japanese-American relationship and
solidifies ties with our host nation.
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Children from Sh International Children’s Club perform the classical Japanese dance, Nihon-Buyo, during Matthew C.
Perry El tary School’s Jap Cultural Exchange aboard Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni, Japan, Feb. 11, 2015.
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Staff. Sgt. John Skehan, family readiness officer for Combat
Logistics Company 36 aboard Marine Corps Air Station
Iwakuni, Japan, shows students of Kinnan Hoikuen in
Iwakuni city, how to write out letters of the English alphabet.
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Story and photos by;
Cpl. Jessica Quezada
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Marines with the Combat Logistics
Company 36 aboard Marine Corps Air
Station Iwakuni, Japan, visited Kinnan
Hoikuen in Iwakuni city, to teach basic
English, interact with the Japanese
children, and play popular American
games during a community relations
event, Jan. 9, 2015.
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“My favorite part was teaching the kids
how to play musical chairs,” said Lance
Cpl. Lakeisha Taylor, a supply clerk with
CLC-36. “I thought it was great teaching
them something they probably didn’t
know ... they seemed excited for us to

14
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Lance Cpl. Khalil Miller, a mechanic with
Combat Logistics Company 36 aboard Marine
Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, plays rock-
paper-scissors with a student from Kinnan
Hoikuen in Iwakuni city.
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Staff Sgt. John Skehan, family readiness officer for Combat Logistics Company
36 aboard Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, and Lance Cpl. Eljeria

Portee, a supply clerk with CLC-36, teach stud

the English alphat

9 P

during

a visit to Kinnan Hoikuen in Iwakuni city.

be there and loved learning from us and
learning our language.”
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Despite the language barrier, both

the Marines and children worked well
together and realized how universal
interactive games can be.
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“Today was awesome. I feel like this

sets a good example upon Americans,”
said Lance Cpl. Richard Relihan, a
maintenance clerk with CLC-36. “The
kids are great. I teach them and they
teach me. It’s the give and take of
learning.”
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CLC-36’s continual interaction with this

school helps preserve an important bond
between the Marines and local Japanese.
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“This is going to have a huge impact on
the U.S.-Japanese relationship because
we are coming out to the community
showing we want to help and teach what
we know,” said Staff Sgt. John Skehan,
family readiness officer with CL.C-36.
“This is a great thing for the Marines.
They get to be around kids, which may
remind them of their family and friends
back home. In the end, it benefits both
nations overall.”

CLC-36 DifpSebk B I S rd Cf 5 Bl 2 4E 1] 2
WU THINT %am T, fREEIECLC-36LD
BIfRZROEDICL, HARDE S AICEKIEL
ZLkiT5,

Marines of CLC-36 plan to visit
KinnanHoikuen throughout the year

to ensure their relationship with the
preschool stays strong and to continue
giving back to the Japanese.
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A service member from Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni,
Japan, plays with students at Josho Hoil in lwakuni City.
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Service members from Marine Corps
Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, visited
Josho Hoikuen in Iwakuni City during
a community relations preschool event
hosted by the Marine Memorial Chapel,
Jan. 13, 2015.
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“I believe it’s best to teach them English
while they’re young because it’s easier
for them to learn,” said Pfc. Afriecka

N. Weir, a food service specialist with
Headquarters and Headquarters
Squadron.
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Harada Ayako, a teacher at Josho
Hoikuen, agreed, saying she believes
children learn best when they are
young, especially when using interactive
teaching methods like playing games
and reading English picture books.
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According to Weir, community relations
events strengthen bonds between the
U.S. and Japan while also building
friendship with the Japanese while
they’re young.
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“Usually, Japanese children are
somewhat nervous around Americans
when they are young, but things like
this get them used to being around
Americans and makes the children more
fond of them,” said Ayako.
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Left and above : Students from Josho
, | Hoikuen in Iwakuni City, Japan, listen
_ | to a service member from Marine Corps
Air Station Iwakuni read English books
to them.
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“I really do believe the children
appreciate what we do for them,” said
Weir. “They might not be able to say

it because they’re so young, but their
actions show it when they give us hugs
or high-fives with big smiles on their
faces.”
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Ayako said she would like for volunteers
to keep coming because it’s a great
opportunity for the kids to interact with
Americans.
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“I would encourage others to volunteer
because it’s a great chance to get off
base, meet new people and experience a
new culture,” said Weir.

lllustration is designed by Freepik.com 15
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JMSDF conducts first flight training of 2015
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| Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force

| Fleet Air Wing 31 conducted their first
~ | flight training of the year aboard Marine

Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, Jan.
7, 2015.
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According to JMSDF Cmdr. Kenzo
Miyazaki, executive officer of air
operations with Air Rescue Squadron
71, Japanese culture dictates that a
successful first flight of the year brings
great fortune for the months to come.
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“Since the first flight training of

the year was successful, we believe

that all JMSDF units and members

will complete successful, accident-

free training and mission execution
throughout the year,” said JMSDF Lit.
Cmdr. Takao Yamakawa, public relations
officer with Fleet Air Wing 31.
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The JMSDF began the flight training
with an opening ceremony at the flight
line.
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“We had all members of JMSDF present
in formation,” said Yamakawa. “We did

that to illustrate that we share a goal
to achieve and it takes a team effort to
reach that goal.”
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According to Yamakawa, the shared

goal they want to achieve is to continue
getting better at everything they do.
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“We don’t have any particularly new
changes for the year 2015, our goal
remains the same,” said Yamakawa.
“We continue our training in order to
maintain our skills we've attained thus
far and continue our efforts to make it
better.”
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JMSDF members were somewhat
nervous coming into this training
because it’s so important to them that
the first time is successful, according to
Miyazaki.
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“It was the first time that I conducted
the first flight training,” said Miyazaki.
“It was a moment of tension and
anxiousness, but also high motivation.”
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Unfavorable weather conditions the

day prior to training also worried the
members of the JMSDF.
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“[he weather was our main concern

said Yamakawa. ——" "
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A Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force ShinMaywa US-2 takes
flight from the water during the JMSDF Fleet Air Wing 31’s
first flight training of the year aboard Marine Corps Air
Station Iwakuni, Japan, Jan. 7, 2015.
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A Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force Sikorsky MH-53E
minesweeping helicopter prepares to depart during the
JMSDF Fleet Air Wing 31s first flight training of the year
aboard Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, Jan. 7, 2015.
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The Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force conducted their first flight training of the year aboard Marine Corps Air Station
Iwakuni, Japan, Jan. 7,2015. The training included: a beginning ceremony, taking flight, amphibious landing and water

rescue.
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Members of the Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force Fleet Air Wing 31 stand in formation during the opening ceremony for the first flight training of the year aboard Marine Corps Air Station _I.'

Iwakuni, Japan, Jan. 7, 2015. In the Japanese culture they believe a successful first flight brings good fortune for the rest of the year. a J 2
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The 14th interviewee in this series is Lance Cpl.

Eakes, who was selected as the Headquarters and
Headquarters Squadron's "Marine of the quarter” for
October to December, 2014. This is awarded to the most
exceptional Marine every quarter at MCAS Iwakuni's
H&HS.
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What is your name, home town, and job?

My name is Steven Eakes. I am from Columbia, Tenn., and I
am an accident investigator at Provost Marshalls Office.
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How long have you been in lwakuni? How long have you been
a Marine?

I have been in the Marine Corps for two years and eight
months. (I have been) in Iwakuni for about a year and seven
months, so I am almost out of here. (I already have orders to)
Camp Lejeune, (N.C.)
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Please describe your job in more detail.

I attend traffic accidents and carry out detailed examinations
of the scene to try and work out why the accident happened.
We take measurements and examine evidence; where the
damage is, how it looks, trying to recreate in our mind and
try to make sure what they are telling is what actually
happen. We talk to them to make sure they give us both
sides of the story, just trying put together what happened.
(We work for) anybody under SOFA status, on or off base, fall
under us. If it is minor accident with no injuries, we go as far
as Hiroshima, but if it is major accident involving fatalities,
we go as far as somewhere near Tokyo. If it is involving
something big, we actually go out there and stay overnight to
investigate for a couple of days.
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What is the difficult part in your job?

The most difficult part has to be the to-scale drawing I do

of the accidents. Because we take measurements on the
scene, vehicle width and then how wide the road is, where is
everything at and triangulate everything. If we make a to-
scale drawing by hand, it has to be to perfection. No scratch
marks, no blemishes in the paper. So the littlest mistake
means we wad the paper up (and start over). You have to
show exactly what happens, it is pretty complicated. That is
the hard part.
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What is the favorite part in your job?

My favorite part honestly, is when you first get on the scene
of the accident, trying to figure out what happened, the
actual investigation part is something I enjoy. Trying to
figure out what happened based off the pieces, the way the
car was sitting, etc., to me is pretty interesting. You initially
see where the car was sitting, you assume something but
once you get a close look to the vehicle, you never know

there could have been another factor you missed earlier so
finding something new completely change severything. I
enjoy that process.

I chose to be a military policeman. I never foresaw me being
an accident investigator but the opportunity presented itself,
I did some OJT (On-The-Job training) time, I enjoyed it, and
I won the board to join the team about a year ago and ever
since then I love my job.
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Why did you join to the Marine Corps?

My father was a Marine. Ever since I grew up, he always
talked about me signing up to join the Marine Corps, you
know, do what your father did. So, after high school, I did.
My father was very successful, so that is kind of to me, like

a stepping stone. He was in for two enlistments. (After his
eight years in Marine Corps,) he was a business manager at
a LOWES for twenty years.
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If you were not a Marine, what would you be doing now?
Before I joined the Marine Corps, I worked at the Nissan
plant. When a car was finished on the assembly line, I took it
out and drove it on a track two times to make sure there are
no loose parts. That is the best job that I have ever had. So I
probably would still be doing it.
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What site (in the U.S. or your home town) would you
recommend for Japanese tourists?

Before joining the Marine Corps, I never traveled much. My
hometown is in the Tenn. area, so I have to say Nashville, it
is the home of country music. It is known for its music bar
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district. It is like a whole street down there, there are lots of
famous bar and music venues over there.
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What is your favorite thing in Japan, such as Japanese food,
place, etc.?

Honestly, as small as it is, the thing I enjoy is sushi 105
restaurant in Iwakuni. I prefer the salmon with rice, it is

a healthier way to go. I go to Hiroshima to look around for
somewhere to shop and eat.We go to the batting cage for

five dollars and you can hit 20 times. We will even go to the
Karaoke bar. I only sing country songs, though. I have been
to Fukuoka once, I saw the castle and gardens over there.
They are very beautiful. Fukuoka is the furthest I have been.
We ate in a small ramen restaurant in Fukuoka, and it was
pretty good.
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What is the most surprising thing in Japan for you?

I have never seen it yet, but I have heard about capsule
hotel. It is very interesting. Also I have never known the
variety of Kit-Kats. My favorite is strawberry.
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What do you want to experience in Japan in the near future?
I have not got a chance to climb Mt. Fuji yet, but I plan on
doing so very soon.
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Do you have any message to Japanese people?

I have worked with a lot of the Japanese police and their
accident investigation divisions as well as met numerous
people traveling around Japan. Everyone has always been

so courteous and helpful with everything and I would like to
thank you for that.
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"Everyone has always been so courteous and
helpful with everything."
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M. C. Perry basketball tournament against
Tabuse Agricultural-Technical High School
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Jarell Davis, a senior with Matthew C. Perry High School Samuraﬂia'k_tball -
team, shoots to score during a game jgﬂuﬂhe Tabuse Agrlculﬁlral .
Technical High School basketball team, Jan. 18, 2015, at the high sch‘oﬂ_—,-‘-
gymnasium aboard Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan. The Samurai

won the game against their Japanese counterparts with a score of 57-29 and *: -~ 4 i'_
continue to dominate this season with an undefeated streak of 11-0. — i e
e —
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Story and photo by;
Cpl. Jessica Quezada
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The stadium roared with excitement as
the basketball players of Matthew C.
Perry High School faced off against the
teams of Tabuse Agricultural-Technical
High School, Jan. 18, 2015, at the high
school gymnasium aboard Marine Corps
Air Station Iwakuni, Japan.
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Both the girls and boys played against
Tabuse Noukou, who traveled from
Tabuse Town, Yamaguchi Pref., to
compete against the Lady Samurai and
Samurai.
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The Super Hydrangeas played the Lady
Samurali first, ending with 47-24 win

for the Japanese team. Despite their
struggle throughout the game, the Lady
Samurai were confident in their future
success as a growing team.
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“We're working a lot on chemistry and
teamwork this season, especially since
we have so many new players,” said
Naomi Ziola, shooting guard for the
team. “We hope we can come together
and shine in the upcoming games. Our
new players will learn and it’s a lot to
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work on, but we can do it.”
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The Lady Samurai introduced a mix

of first-year players this season who

are pushing forward to increase their
number of wins as they stand with a 4-7
game season.

L F—LOB D% 7 F—LoOxt
i, AEHUIS T 29TH LT A DRI filf 1.
EIFHIL. 52—V Dl 1 100 5
Biliz,

The Samurai played next and dominated
the opposing team with a score of 57-29,
raising their season record to 11-0.
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Both the Lady Samurai and Samurai
have four games left before the Far East
Division III tournament and they’re both
looking to take home the championship.
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“We are doing very well, and we are
looking forward to winning the next few
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- The Lady Samurai of Matthew C. Perry High School’s basketball team sc ?(Qre against the Lady Hydra _" as of th e

Agricultural Technical High School basketball team, Jan. 18,2015 at t!

Station Iwakuni, Japan.

games,” said Dwayne Tigge, basketball
coach of the Samurai. “Balance
throughout the team is important, and
as long as we keep that up we’ll continue
to do great.”
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The Lady Samurai and Samurai are
scheduled to play against the Western
Japanese Activities Association
basketball team in their next games Jan.
23-24, 2015.
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The Matthew C. Perry High School Samurai basketball team
play a game against the Tabuse Agricultural Technical High
School basketball team, Jan. 18, 2015 at the high school
gymnasium aboard Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni,
Japan. The Samurai won the game against their Japanese
counterparts with a score of 57-29.
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M.C. Perry wrej il team aims to shoot to top
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Matthew C. Perry High School wrestling
team faced the E. J. King High School
wrestling team of the United States
Fleet Activities Sasebo, Japan, and

the Tabuse Agricultural and Technical
School wrestling team, Jan. 31, 2015,

in a tournament at the IronWorks

Gym aboard Marine Corps Air Station
Iwakuni, Japan.

WH DR TIR2KRDBDBINT, Hik D
BEMIREINTOE BRSO ED - T
F—LHWERIT %, 72H, Z D M—F A
FF— LAk UTOME T %L MK
Tirbhiz,

Normally, there are only two schools that
participate and the points from each
match are added up. The team with the
most points wins, but in this tournament
individuals receive awards, not the team
as a whole.
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“Today there are three schools
participating instead of two,” said Lance
Cpl. Edwin Argueta, a coach for the M.C.
Perry High School wrestling team. “This
tournament is more of an individual
effort. Everyone that is within the same
weight class will be wrestling each other
whether they are from the same team or
a different team.”
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M.C. Perry wrestled E. J. King two
weeks ago and faced off again in this
tournament.
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Wrestlers from Matthew'CaPerry High School and the Tabuse

Agricultural and Technical School face-off déringatournament, Jan.
31,2015, inside IronWorks Gym aboard Marine Corps Air Station

Iwakuni, Japan.
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“E. J. King is a great school and has
very nice people,” said Argueta. “We did
well against them, despite the fact that
we lack in numbers compared to them,
but it was a good experience for our
wrestlers because they got the chance to
fight outside of their weight class.”
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This was the first time M.C. Perry
competed against the Tabuse wrestling
team.
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“From what I've seen so far, the Tabuse
team has great technique and their
stamina is amazing,” said Agueta. “They
move really fast so I can see that they

train a lot on agility. I haven’t seen many
flaws in their techniques.”
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Zachary Brown, a member of the M.C.
Perry High School wrestling team,
agreed saying the Japanese team looked
pretty talented and strong based on
what he saw.
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“T just had a match against someone
from Sasebo and my next match is going
to be against someone from the Japanese
team,” said Brown. “They look like they
all train hard, but I think I'll do well as
long as I keep my head in the game.”
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Brown said his team significantly
improved since the beginning of the
season.
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“TI've noticed that they’ve learned a lot
from mistakes they have made in the
past, which is outstanding because
it lets us coaches know that they’re
progressing,” said Argueta. “I'm very
proud of them for that. I can see that
they’re tired, which is understandable,
but they’re not giving up and I believe
it’s because of the rigorous training that
we put them through.”
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Matthew C. Perry High School’s wrestling team prepares for.a tournament, Jan. 31, 2015, inside Ifo
Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan.
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Wrestlers from the E. J. King High School and the Tabuse Agricultural and Technical School face-off during a tournament, Jan.
31, 2015, inside IronWorks Gym aboard Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni, Japan.
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According to Brown, all their training
allowed them to be ready for whatever
situation they get into.
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“We train two hours a day, five days a
week,” said Andrew E. Jenkins, captain
of the M. C. Perry High School wrestling
team. “A big portion of our training is
conditioning, but we also learn a lot of
new techniques.”
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On the weekends, coaches give the
players an option to go to the gym for
extra training and although it’s not
mandatory, they always show up.
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Jenkins said players appreciate and
respect the coaches for their dedication
to the team.
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“We have about as many coaches as we
do players, we have seven coaches,” said
Brown. “Just about every single player
can get with a coach individually and get
help with whatever they need.”
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Brown said he believes his team will
continue to get better and are working to
get third place or higher in the upcoming
Far East Wrestling Tournament.
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5th Join
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The Honorable Yoshihiko Fukuda, mayor
of Iwakuni City, Japan, Col. Robert V.
Boucher, commanding officer of Marine
Corps Air Station Iwakuni, and other
station and Japanese government officials
participated in the 5th Joint Leadership
Walk, Jan. 30, 2015.
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The walk symbolizes the unique and
enduring bond between Iwakuni City and
the air station. Boucher said as American
ambassadors to Japan, it is our strong
desire to both conduct ourselves accordingly
and contribute to the betterment of the
community in every possible way.
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Various Japanese media outlets covered
the event allowing Japanese residents

to observe their elected leaders', as well

as the air station's senior leadership's,
commitment to the safety and security for
all residents and the effective preservation
of the U.S.-Japan alliance.
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The JLW began in 2009 and was designed
to be held biannually but did not continue
after the summer of 2011 following the
change to the United States Forces Japan/
IIT Marine Expeditionary Force liberty
policy. With the return of the walk, Boucher
said he fully supports any plans the mayor
may have to conduct JLWs in the future.
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The Honorable Yoshihiko Fukuda, mayor of Iwakuni City, Japan, and Col. Robert

V. Boucher, commanding officer of Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, patrol the
downtown area in lwakuni City during the 5th Joint Leadership Walk, Jan. 30,20
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The Honorable Yoshihiko Fukuda, mayor of Iwakuni City, Japan, and Col. Robert V. Boucher, commanding officer of
Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, visit a restaurant in Iwakuni City during the 5th Joint Leadership Walk, Jan. 30, 2015.
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Col. Robert V. Boucher, commanding officer of Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, answers to the Japanese media after the
5th Joint Leadership Walk, Jan. 30, 2015.



