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A girl from Kawashimo Elementary School dances “Sohran Folk dance” during
the U.S. Japan Friendship Concert, Feb. 28. The purpose of this concert is to
strengthen the friendship between the station and surrounding area. For more
detail, read the story on Page 3.
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Two nations sing one song during
friendship concert
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Kawashimo Elementary School and Matthew C. Perry Elementary School students perform

"Soran" dance during the concert.
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American and Japanese students came
together at the U.S. - Japan Friendship
Concert Feb. 18, to strengthen the bonds
between the base and the community.
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The concert brought together children of
two cultures by way of a melting pot of
song and dance.
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Plans for the concert began as early
as September, according to Allen
Strawbridge, Matthew C. Perry High
School music director. Cultural events
such as this friendship concert allow
the students to see the differences in
cultures.
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“The kids get to see a lot of our
differences, but also see that we'’re really
the same. They play around and get
to have fun,” said Strawbridge. “They
also get to learn because the Japanese
students have been performing a lot

. oger than my uden

REDENSLOEER GO, A%

hey are
excellent musicians. We get to learn from
each other musically and interact on a
social level.”
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“We did a lot of practicing,” said
Michaelynn Kopp, M.C. Perry
Elementary School student.
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Before the concert began, the audience
was greeted and thanked by Masayoshi
Tatsumi, Chugoku-Shikoku Defense
Bureau director general, Yoshihiko
Fukuda, Iwakuni City mayor and Col.
James C. Stewart, Marine Corps Air
Station Iwakuni commanding officer.
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Soon afte

e addresses, the festivities
were under way.
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The children from M.C. Perry
Elementary School sang an assortment
of songs from The Beatles.
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“Some of the songs my students, are
performing are: 'Yellow Submarine,'
"Yesterday' and 'Michelle,' said Chris

the M-C Perry nghschﬂol—gm'@? =
including World Drum Ensemble,

which performed "Caribbean Funk,"

the Samurai Chorus, which performed
"America the Beautiful" and "I Believe

I Can Fly" as well as the Symphonic
Band, which performed "The Star Wars
Saga."

KCHDo '

“Music is the universal language of mankind.”
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow(American poet)
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The Japanese schools included Iwakuni
Municipal Kawashimo Elementary
School, Iwakuni Municipal Iwakuni
Junior High School, Iwakuni Municipal
Nada Junior High School and Otake
Municipal Ogata Junior High School.
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These schools performed such songs

as "Somebody Somewhere," "National
Emblem March" and several others.
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Toward the end of the concert, both the
American and Japanese students came

6 BEBEEEM

together to perform the "Sohran Folk
Dance." This dance takes the rigorous
actions aboard a fishing boat and turns
the movements into a rhythmic and fluid
ceremonial dance.
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“I am looking forward to dancing with
the Americans,” said Ryuuto Muramoto,
a participating Japanese student.
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By the end of the concert, it was

obvious it was a success when it

came to establishing bonds between

the community and students. “I can

remember after rehearsals the Japanese
and American kids would hang out and
start singing all the same songs,” said
Kimmey. “It’s a really good experience
for them.”
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By the time the sun sank, seats in the
Iwakuni Civic Hall had all emptied. The
songs had been sung, but the memories
of a fun day remained in the thoughts of
those present.

a2 Y —NTHRO M BRA R E N, AT
DRI E DIz B DO T DIz,
The ties between countries had been
expressed, and the bonds of friendship
had been branded into the hearts of
children from both nations.
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(Left) The students from Kawashimo Elementary School play "L'Arlesienne Suite
Farandole".

(Above) The students from Mathew Perry Elementary School perform "Soran"
dance with the Kawashimo Elementary School students.

(Below) The Nada Junior High School students play Koto during the concert. (Photo
on page 3) The students from Kawashimo Elementary School play the accordion
duirng the concert.
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MCCS Japanese youth cultural
coordinator lives childhood dream

=L TS UMLE
By Cpl. Marcel Brown

20124:2H3H/Feb. 3, 2012
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As children, many of the decisions we

make and experiences we have influence

the outcome of our future.

OV TR OHNTIINEZ A ZATLES
EDEHEN I MU TLE - TfR
BN IS T NEICKE R ER 2%
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Some of these experiences are life
changing, but the easily overlooked
experiences can sometimes have a huge
impact on our lives later down the line.

IVA—a3I2=50P—EAMCCS). W
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“I'm very happy. My dream came true,
and I want to continue doing this for the
rest of my life,” said Nami Yamamoto,
Marine Corps Community Services
administrative specialist and youth
cultural coordinator.

TR FITALMTENTHLENR T
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Yamamoto, known around station

as Nami-san, is currently living

her childhood dream, day to day,

by providing cultural exchange
opportunities to station residents.

GENESDFIZANYD TV Fr—3
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Born in Iwakuni, Nami-san had her first
culture shock at age 8, when her parents
invited a station service member and his
children to her home.

8 BEBEEEM

1A28HICEENEARETITh TS ERF 7R 21T BMURFIT — LOFHEA
ZIBHMCCS, ERFFIMDYIELFITA,

Nami Yamamoto, Marine Corps Community Services administrative specialist and
youth cultural coordinator, explains to a mother and child about the game during
the Iwatan Oyako Festa at the Iwakuni Junior College Jan. 28.

——

1A28BICEEREXETITON
frEERF 7R T . BivhS
BILT-(REELIFETIMCCS,
BEESFIBOVYTErFITA,
Nami Yamamoto, Marine
Corps Community Services
administrative specialist and
youth cultural coordinator,
talks with a resident from
MCAS Iwakuni during the
Iwatan Oyako Festa at the
Iwakuni Junior College Jan. 28 .
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“When I was in elementary school, a lot
of the servicemembers lived close to my
house,” said Nami-san. “One of them
liked gyoza. My mom used to cook gyoza
for him, and I would hang out with his
daughters.”

NEIDR R ZDORBEZH LI VEVS T
ITADOKNBR AEZBITHIKELLST
Woiz,

Over the years, Nami-san’s passion

grew for interacting with foreign
servicemembers and their families.
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“When I was a high school student, I
was a member of the English-speaking
society, and through the program, our
teacher sent us on a lot of community
relation events,” said Nami-san. During
one of these community relations events,
members of the English-speaking society
were invited on station to construct and
fly kites at the Penny Lake Fields.

FIXARZORDT LR, DO N-BE
R CTECETEELIEKCELZ, TEZN
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Nami-san said she felt extreme
happiness interacting with the station
residents, but felt saddened the language
barrier prevented her from expressing
herself with her American friends.

THARNEAREADZ NAEANEDI
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Lz DR LI VE S TATY, )
“A lot of the Japanese are shy. They
want to communicate with foreigners,
but they don’t know how, so they stay to
themselves,” said Nami-san. “I wanted
to be the person to connect the two
cultures.”

HDOE =R 251D DIRHIO—HLL
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Nami took the first step toward her
dream by attending a junior college

for two years to study English. After
graduating, Nami-san headed to
England for a year to learn how to
teach Japanese as a foreign language
before making her way back to Japan
to learn cultural studies and education
for two and a half years at Hiroshima
University.

COLZFRHATHIROEIILZEZTY
20D, D TADEN L DOD B
Alshoiz,

At this point in her life, she grew fond
of teaching and considered following

a career in education; however, her

childhood dream lingered in mind and
heart.

TGO T EATZ L & HARTH
IKiEhahireoT0E L 1 FIXA,
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ATTH RDELI HARIZWBT AUV AN
DD Z LI NE RSN ETT, |

“I learned how to teach English, and at
that time, in my mind, I was thinking
maybe I can be a teacher in Japan,” said
Nami-san. “So I tried to be a teacher in a
Japanese high school, but I decided not
to because I wanted to do something for
the American people in Japan.”

FITAX HEMTT AV Nt LB S
AN lzdic, GO <) > a—
IHOAF Y OMEFIBEET S lIc L,
Nami-san decided to apply for a position
at the Marine Corps Exchange in order
to get a sense of comfort dealing with the
American community regularly.

(TORAF I TERDEL, LTEEE
LT KRIFE B L F LIz, & FIEA T
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“I started to work at the exchange, and it
was so much fun! I loved it!” said Nami-
san. “I got to learn a lot about American
culture by seeing their merchandise and
interacting with the customers.”

FIEARALTDERLTOTA RIS
BRZFB DS TR RICEAE AT
ATV Tz, COLE ZEDRBINEHZ
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Thole,

Nami-san grew closer and closer to the

MCAS Iwakuni 9
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Nami Yamamoto, Marine Corps Community Services youth cultural coordinator, coordinates with Shinjo Kuniko, Iwakuni

Junior College principal, during the lwatan Oyako Festa Jan. 28.

—

American community while she waited
for the opportunity she dreamed of.
Little did she know, it was right around
the corner.
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“At the time, I didn’t expect the position
to open and I thought, ‘Maybe it’s too
early because my English isn’t perfect,’
but I decided to apply and let the
interviewer decide if I was ready or not,”
said Nami-san.

RI2LT ZOHIRT AU NHRITH TS
FITADBRDE LA LA, WL 2B D
g5 Lick s,

Nami-san’s ‘can do’ attitude and passion
for her job and the community landed
her the position of her dreams.

(O EXITH LD KL T2 %L
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“You can definitely tell this is a calling
for her, because she really puts her heart
and soul into it,” said Pamela Zeugin,
MCCS installation supervisory program
manager “It’s not just a job for her.”
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Over the past year, Nami-san has
coordinated countless cultural
exchanges, cultural adaptations and
community-relations events for station
residents of all ages. “We’re in Japan. We
have to accept their culture and actually
embrace it,” said Zeugin. “We should
take advantage of all the different things
they have here and Nami can help us do
that.”

FIXAOHE ROt T 0 5 L
D B AEMCCSH DM DI ENTZ2 S

CLBERE LAV,
Although she specializes in youth
coordination, Nami-san doesn’t hesitate
lending a hand with other sections
throughout MCCS.

MFIXAREESLOREESTHY, F— L
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“She’s an outstanding worker and a team
player,” said Eugene Clark, director of
Youth and Teen Center activities. “She’s
the translator between the Japanese
community and the family-team
programs.”

FITAOHERE, Ko bR B HD HA
OHuibktE S ORI .OERLIZD, HA
SAEERERBRLTOEDEIBTEIZEVS, 1
LIXTOHEZENT B0 Thh bl
EHEFOTOESS,

Nami-san said her goal is to see every
child on station eager to interact with
the local community and get engaged in
the Japanese culture. She will continue
to devote herself to her dream until then.
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By Lance Cpl. J. Gage Karwick
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A strong presence of Japanese culture
came aboard the station with the aid
of the Japanese American Society here
March 4.

THASULZEEAL B HEA TR LM
72T, 1T DR JASRIZ RDT 7% -3
FEATHEDBFERDT AV I NDEEA
ICHARD UL ZAERL TESW, L TREELL
BVET,

“We enjoy sharing our culture,” said
Miho Fukuda, JAS vice president. “We're
so happy to have Americans of all ages
attend and experience what Japanese
culture has to offer.”

KIGUIT AV NEEZENEFNDT — AT
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Attendees experienced Japanese culture
at a number of stations including
origami, a traditional Japanese tea
ceremony, Japanese calligraphy, flower
arrangement, and Japanese food
samples of tonjiru and sushi rice.
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“The JAS has been bringing Japanese
culture to Americans for 50 years,”

said Duanne Cole, JAS president. “The
Japanese who come here and set these
events up do so at no cost. They do it
simply because they want to share their
culture.”

COHDOLEE TR ULRI TR HA RO
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Not only were there stations set up for
cultural knowledge and food, but also
performances. The proceedings started
with a Japanese tea ceremony, followed
by a Taiko drum performance, then
Kagura-Yamata no Orochi.
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Kagura, meaning “god entertainment,”
refers to a type of theatrical dance.
“Yamata no Orochi” means “8-branched
giant snake,” a legendary eight-headed,
eighttailed dragon.
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“I hope everyone will enjoy the dragon
dance,” said Fukuda. Spectators of all
ages watched the dance and gazed in
wonder at the fluid movements of the
dragon costumes as they spun and
twirled, shooting fire from their mouths.
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“I really had a fun time,” said Madie
Peet, 6, from M.C. Perry Elementary
School. “It was a little scary when the
dragons spit fire, but I really liked it.”

KBTI 2RI LB bIE, %
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Participants departed with smiles and
full bellies, evident from empty platters
of Japanese food and empty water jugs.
The event left everyone with a better
appreciation and understanding of
Japanese culture.

1.384H. EEEHTITONILET.
HEPT2/F0FIEERETSHRDF
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1. American and Japanese children
watch Kagura, "Yamata-no-Orochi"
during the culture festival at MCAS
lwakuni on March 4.

2. 3A4HICEERMTITONXLETH
BENE MXBNTF— VA,

2. Drummers perform Japanese Taiko
during the culture festival at MCAS
lwakuni on March 4.

3.3A4H. EEEMTITOI LT TI—
A—WERELGEWMTAVHADIRF.

3. Station residents enjoy "Yo-yo fishing
(water baloon fishing)" during the
culture festival at MCAS lwakuni on
March 4.

43R4H. EEEMTITON SR THELC
SNI-HEINIEKEE (PET-DE55) 10
—iGm.

4. A scene from Kagura, "Yamata-no-
Orochi," performed during the culture
festival at MCAS Iwakuni on March 4.

5.3R4BICEREMTITDONEI{ESIT,
EHTAVHANRSREGHERLT:,

5. Station residents experienced a tea
ceremony during the culture festival at
MCAS Iwakuni on March 4.

6.3B4HICEREMTITONETESFIT,
BFREHERTHEMTAIAA,

6. Station residents experienced Shuji
(Japanese caligraphy) during the culture
festival at MCAS Iwakuni on March 4.
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One Year Later...
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Renovations for future generations
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NP IV TIAX—LEE
By Lance Cpl. Benjamin Pryer

201243123 H/ Mar. 23, 2012

LONN D H B, WEEDHIE
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— I REIBHI LI 728, SO TGN
THEILATLED,
A dock rests by the outskirts of the town,
submerged before high tide even hits
because of the powerful shift in Japan’s
tectonic plate during the earthquake and
subsequent tsunami last year.

LiniidaBliez O RANSBD R 28
TV SO (Bl AT -V T
) OB, i ETHPTHIIC IR N T
LEo iz bo Tz,

A fishing boat, its anchor rusted and

planted in the ground, sits by the whale
museum, which used to bring visitors
from around the city and beyond.

ZoMyELiEomMick, B lpRefaite
LTib T =@ hidH o, ZoRHIIEA
EAICES>TW I, COEMTZEN,. 3H6H
O N TR SRS i 2E Ko
EBL -7z,
Between the museum and ocean, a
building with torn and weathered walls
which once served as a souvenir shop
and restaurant is the mission for Marine
Corps Air Station Iwakuni volunteers
March 6.

HiyeAR S T4 7 — i RS 747
R ORI DL, Wiz it 7z,
Alongside local volunteers, station
volunteers worked to clean the interior

and exterior of the building

by tearing down the
walls and clearing
the inside.

d waIIs of what used to be alocal s uvenir
aurant at adock in Ishinomaki S

e o i

COBEIEENDS L, 2Ok
Fotifamme LT E NS Piiele,

The renovations will possibly allow the
local community to use this building as a
supply house for water and food.

DRHAREK THFHISEDNTAFEAD
ERAAVAGEAON [1Ei S Y HIDER gy
BIBDICKRT T4 T ZLTOVET, 1Lk
DFHEHARFT L TATDIIANT 77— T%
—ANARAE A, T TAERHICE T DY NTREL
Too TSR T B DE L ADRD
TERILZHEATVET,

“We're volunteering to help the people
who were hit by the earthquake and
tsunami, helping them pick up their
lives and move on,” said Christopher M.
Gervais, MCAS Iwakuni volunteer. “I
was here a year ago and I'm glad I get to
come back and support the locals more.”

THZFILERI T4 7 ORI
ML BB AR5 E Tl AL
feo TADREZ 2T D TEB L
FEPRE LTl T Z TP /5
DOREZAI N, ENEZD>TUV T,
Armed with crowbars, volunteers

tore into the old walls, stripping the
building down to its metal frame. All
four walls were steadily relieved of their
deteriorating material, bits and pieces of
what used to be the souvenir shop flying
out with every crowbar strike.

T DMK T, Pk Uikt 2 7% S5
TEHILZEELIMVET, [ LTVr— AR
EA T HOMEET RED LD HEAZ
DL TWSIED D>
TEHATHLEIVET,

S 2k b‘?‘a’!ﬁiiﬂt7/7-»rl N
aELLTELIhTW:, -

“Getting the chance to get out here,
get in the community and help, it feels
good,” said Gervais. “The work we're
doing today will hopefully show the
locals we really do care about them.”

RV T4 T RO ETESIZTFEN
WKH &S L. BBl zDfz->T
MO—F LICET Lotz FMDART VT4
THERIC XS T, HyeD N2 H T O 7 il
HWMEDS )V A —ICTBIEENRRICIR S,
Volunteers climbed the metal frames,
reaching almost to the top of the building
in an attempt to clear as much as
possible. These steps will make it easier
for locals to construct a new shelter for
supplies in this building’s future.

THOBRORT Y T47 3, ik E i 5%%
DT WHIMEEZ LTV D5
ZRPELTTHZED, FALIETHRESN
TeNEFAT VS T,

Volunteers without crowbars worked to
pile up the remains. They scanned the
work perimeter and collected trash in
wheelbarrows to carry to a designated
area to make later disposal simple.

R T47 D> T BT
PEJRE B R DFSH WD o T, LLRIE T
LN TR IPED HOfEO . 15, Ik
NN E SN VNV et F=IDNEH T 1 RS2 27
Ol TS IE> Tz,

As volunteers delved deeper, remnants
of the souvenir shop and restaurant
were found. Old whalebones, which may
have once been for sale; a refrigerator
with food, along with figurines and other
collectibles were littered across the
ground and inside the building.

ZDOHODFDLOIIE EMDKIIDAFT
S, PO IR S T2,

By the end of the day, almost the entire
building stood cleaned and ready for
rebuilding.

LRI ES M IR Hr0 DI
HoTHD. KT T4 T RBHKOYHICH-
=858 1R U B/ WIED. FTIC
BEA LIz,

The ledge, which faced away from the
ocean, had become a makeshift shrine.
Volunteers collected bottles and other
souvenirs that weathered last year’s
disaster and arranged them in a display.

D85 )1 h HiC o) it & BEARITROT.
DTLEFAC, AT T4 T Y i
TEEERRZ . XTI 7 MR D
¥z,

Hoping their hard work would help the
local communities to rebuild and prosper,
the group retired for the evening and set
sights on their next project.

MCAS Iwakuni 15
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We will interview with a Marine or Sailor at MCAS
Iwakuni in this issue.

WpHZare s kifzhiloELiz,
AT P ARRRGTEINET201 1E10H 251 1) 1h
HESNTAREZOT P Gl KPR TORVEH L L TOLMARE
Z A SRR Z AL LTI Y LELE,
HDEIIZ DR Y A TORTY,

The first interviewee is Cpl. Convington, who is a
honor graduate for the Corporals Course at MCAS
Iwakuni from Oct to Nov, 2011. The left photo is Cpl.
Convington at the closing ceremony of the course.

HEH, THE, BEDHMEFEHZTTESL,

aAf —7LFG o R—-avey s by =l BRI E T, fize
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VY FEVRTY,

What is your name, home town, and job?

Cpl. Roy Alexander Convington III. My job is an air traffic
controller. I work at the Air Traffic Control tower and direct
the aircraft around Iwakuni. I am from Richmond, VA.

BEBICGOTENSSWTI D 2 8B EBEICH /DT,
201041 HICHiE Rk D7 — b - v > 7 (HidIEIs 7 v 'S5 L)
WICADELz R EICRS 20, Z0 MO HRIcE > Tk
DFRIZo 1= 5T, BESLOF YU TR T L, B DE D=
DI L ZILATOET,
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DH D HRREE S TOE T, FIA R RN IR Z b B
T, 24D HA8IRRILAN TE TR IS DIF BT E
WTELT, ZI0HL AN ZIECTOET,

How long have you been a Marine and why did you join to the
U.S. Marine Corps?

I went to boot camp on January 2010. I became a Marine
because it was the best option at that time for me, and it was a
great career move, and I enjoy serving my country.

I see things differently from some other people, and I think the
U.S. Marine Corps stands out a lot. The way the USMC does or
handle things is different from other branches, and it amazes
me we can be anywhere the President needs us to be within 24
to 48 hours.

SL. BEBSICEO TV GED 07256, AELTWELED?

WA Thh o126, B ER K AT TOIZTLES, KAAAT
STVIE, SHETHEHETY, HERHEBOY L 2> TV =TLL,
HEERRIZE S —D ORI IE 512D TIT W, 5E 25 L VWVERTES
freBVET,

BEBE(CA>AE1—

If you were not a Marine, what would you be doing now?

If T was not a Marine, then I would probably still be in college,
and I would graduate college this year with a bachelor in
performance and music. The Marine Corps was an alternative,
but it was a good alternative.

TXYDFEINEHGHDE T IO LY FMERZTIEE

Vo FEYRICH B a— MV TE— N ZBEIDLET, 2BETT
5005605V DBIENA>TVSBYavy T E—)VTT, JUAR
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RIS CIza DN E—))LOHLTITObNBATY, ETERIT.
FHTLIL, WAVAEANY M TDhET,

What site (in the U.S. or your home town)would you
recommend for Japanese tourists to the U.S.?

I recommend Short Pump mall at Richmond, VA. It is an
outdoor mall with two stories and has around 50 -60 stores.
The entire mall is outside. At Christmas time, they have the
tree in the middle of the mall and the tree itself is as tall as
the mall. Everyone goes to the mall and decorates the tree.
During summer time, they have a pumpkin festival, and
Thanksgiving, etc., Depending on the time of year, the mall
puts something on there. It is very nice. In different seasons,
they have different things.

BLIeDHLREDE, FIENFIFELT X DENYIEAT T H*?

I ERANYDIZLAL R, FEHMMES> TN D TY, FRHTREDME
S>TINBLY RNy M —F I KIFE T, r—FIch 3574
T IRRIT, BB RMBEDMEIEA>TOE T, EHEDWLDD
BHIS>TOET N F2, 2BIRBAATES>TOERA,

What is your homemade taste or favorite American food?

The things that I love mostly are what my mother makes. It is
her red velvet cake. She has a special icing. She puts walnuts,
and other secret ingredients. I know some of them, but there is
something that she has not told me.

EEICETENSS T H?

HENTRT=DIX20104E11HTI A5, 14EE47H T,

How long have you been in Iwakuni?

I have been in Iwakuni since November 2010, so it is a year
and 4 months.

BEARTC—HBIFELILE (—BFTEAEXR. BRICAVYDIFFR, Xbi
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What is your favorite thing in Japan, such as Japanese food,
place, etc. (More than one answer is OK)?

I love Coco Ichiban, going to Kintai Castle, and going to watch
a Hiroshima Carps game. I really like curry rice. It is really
good.

When I first got here, I was a lance corporal and some
corporals took me (to Kintai Castle). I felt at that time,
corporals at my shop just took me to show me around Japan
and it felt nice. So I did the same thing for my Marines.

My first trip (was) to go to Tokyo with Single Marine Programs
or Information Tours and Travel. I got to go and it was fine, I
enjoyed myself. Getting to go to the big city and see it is like
New York or Los Angels. It is crazy. Even though Iwakuni is so
far from Tokyo, and it is not as big as Tokyo, I still get to see
important stuff from a smaller city that is as relevant as the
big city.

BEICEKT—EBEN/CEITBLATLIED?
BAENTTIBYIIEZLOITETT, HADEEARAKITOLA
2B T, HAKR. ANDHEBILLTVEIL 2RI UTINET,
HO R AATEMZEALGEER VD TID, ZNTE, HHEKT
BLTA . EBILLTVAILZHRLESLLTINBATY,

What is the most surprising thing in Japan for you?

I would say how nice everyone is. Everyone is really nice.
Everyone seems to catch on to what I mean. I could speak little
Japanese, and Japanese people tend to understand what I
mean, or what I am trying to say.

CNHDSAFTHELIEVO LT TI D (6L, REMEELIEDES
FRICOVOTELTSTESLY,) ?

P TUY A2 =TV FIZ0STHIZOTT, TRV DTY A=—F Y
RIZIZFi-7CeBHRDT. ZTEHED T A=—FV FhENL
S5W0EDS0H, ZGES DD EZHRFLTHIZNTT, ZNDHHAR—
AT —)VRIZE I TEIZOTT, TTIERLOLEHOVTVET,
What do you want to experience in Japan in the near future? (or
ifyou have done just recently, please describe)

I want to go to Disneyland in Tokyo. I have been to one of
them in Florida. So I want to go to the one here and have an
experience to see how different it is .... And I would love to go
to the Space World. I heard that is a lot of fun.

INTERVIEW WITH A MARINE
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More than 2,200 running enthusiasts
came out for the 6th annual Kintai Road
Race near the Kintai Bridge in Iwakuni,
Japan, March 4.

BIIN=T 4y P VTV T— g ART Y
ALDRIT A EADPEET, HIESE b
58304 EWN—T= 5V icBmUiz,
Mai Tajima, SemperFit recreation
specialist, helped more than 30 station
residents register for the race.

MR R B E AD HA UL Z L T T8
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RETRMMOS U F—I=be—icksce
MTEXY, CALTF YV AREINETEDH
DEEA.

“I just want to be a bridge for the
American servicemembers and station
residents to enjoy Japanese culture,”
Tajima said. “Running on a treadmill in
the gym gets boring. The area around
the Kintai Bridge is beautiful and having
a chance to be around other runners is
an opportunity no one should miss.”

ST HLHMBMMFEIT T E
otz T ABVBHARANTF—IC
ffb’fﬁﬁ@%ﬁ“@‘f:o L—A ':I:'\ i’:%ﬂ:ij 7z

NEFRBHOZEDTEERBHIRET

This was my first marathon and having
motivation like that to keep going, not

to mention all the spectators cheering us
on, really inspired me to sign up for more
races down the road.”

CORELERZZRMUCTZIFEDIEL
ELERATRBo12h, 2O —
RL—ADENIE TR BICE P> T2k
572,

Friendly competition seemed to outweigh
the bleak weather conditions, which
would have otherwise put a damper on
such a massive race.

(Eh-orL I THANT.COHDAR—
BHRETL LT DR N—TIIFV
MLV —2 - E—hEA, TTE EAB
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REVFELIZ HIC> TSR AR
RN BHHATT, ]

“I was cold, wet and miserable at the
start of the day,” said Luke Peet, a
station runner. Peet and the other
runners competed in the half marathon.
“After the shot went off to start,
everything got better. Running has that
effect on me.”

HVIKDKRKEEVCL—ATIEH -T2
BE5E 1 NBwiahote,

The weather and long distance running
didn’t stop a single competitor from
getting from the starting line to the
finish line.

N—TRTIVIPARZR—RLTHE2ME
% BT AL RV TF—DHnD
Bl X 03— )LHIpSA\E > T &, L—
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'—' e e, S thro_u h o, TUF—IEHMICER TR MODET  FlZdHoTz.
= : e g iy W - __‘ g b’eak LSBT BIELATEE ST, Two and a half hours after the start of
: i e s - - e A - Weathe The station runners, though few in the half marathon, a steady stream of
7 - = B = == > 2 r number, proved their mettle to the runners numbering in the thousands ran
_'- = T - = — "1 S thousands of Japanese in attendance. into the Yokoyama to cross the finish line
' = : F > v -. i The American athletes did not stop and congratulate each other on a race
4 ¥ - iy vy or walk during the race. The runners well ran.
" i b - 4 - simply ran and enjoyed each other’s
e Ay L company. =M CRI—IVTEEhSTITE W E
a1 " - - Bl JEATFA—IVER, [TOR—KL—A
e | A TS OBTEZHANY VL HHL  BRACES>THDTOR TV Y KATLI:
Y oy iy AL —AZHRLBEL, JLHTOR NI DDA ST L BVET,
- i: s = _,.' [ - - IIVNCBMUEET VR AT 4—)IVE A, “I didn’t come in first, but I'm ok with

that,” said Steele. “For this being my

http://www.marines.mil/unit/mcasiwakuni/Pages/japanese/japanese.aspx
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“I had a fun rivalry during the race with ~ With a few more miles of black top
this Japanese couple who were running under their belts, and a new outlook on
next to me,” said Amanda M. Steele, a Japanese athletic culture, the station
half marathon runner. “We kept smiling runners said farewell and arigato to
their new friends.

MCAS Iwakuni
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% 35@"Lﬂﬁﬁﬁﬂtﬁbhfug6ﬁlﬂﬁﬁd— FL—ZX first marathon, I think I did pretty good.”
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every time we got in front of each other.
i
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Japanese, American basketball teams
compete, build cultural ties

N TYIV T IV ——F
By Pfc. Benjamin Pryer

20124E2F117H/ Feb. 17, 2012
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Station residents watched as three
basketball teams from the station youth
sports program competed in a friendly
tournament against four teams from
surrounding cities at the IronWorks Gym
sports court here Feb. 11.
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The Yanai Junior High School basketball
team proved itself to be the best team

by reigning victorious over the Teddy
Bears with a championship game score
of 30-12.
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“I think games like this are great,”

said Lt. Col. Michael R. Coletta,
Headquarters and Headquarters
Squadron commanding officer.“These
goodwill games give American kids an
opportunity to experience athletes from
another country.”

BINF—LIZ2DDTIN—TnI5N, Z
NZNHETINTIIZ—2aV BT
1012, ZDHKTIN—T DERF— LIk
IR Tk~ 7z,

The double-elimination tournament
consisted of two brackets with the
winner of each bracket facing off for the
championship.

1DDTN—TRYFIF—L.arvIF—
Lo 2R, AR 2R, 2 Eh o
—LEDOPIHEGE 2 D A 3R T
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BiEAT,

Yanai worked its way through the
competition, taking on the Tsunamis and
the Rockets for its championship game
spot.

81D T TA— AT AF—L, FHp
BRI AR DTN —T A& 7T
A—=NT AT — LA, R AR e K
P i ) ORISR ATZ,

In the other bracket, the Hirata Junior
High School team took on Otake Junior
High School in the first round while the
Teddy Bears had a bye round.

COREZZEITOS L, O 100G
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RIZERBZNER, )

“When you watch one of these
tournaments, you can’t think of it as an
‘us vs. them’ situation, but as an ‘us with
them,” said Coletta. “You have to look at
this as being a good cultural opportunity
for the kids.”

HARNF—LHb—F AV Mg 5L
& T DNy B R— )V F— Lk bk
RIGHERZTHILNTES,

By bringing in Japanese teams, the
basketball teams aboard station are
treated to a varied experience.

MEHIICIE, 13D B 15EDINA Ty B R
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“In our 13-to-15 year old bracket, there
are only three teams,” said Thomas F.
Durning, MCCS Iwakuni SemperFit
Athletics Director. “With a two month
season for basketball, they would be
playing each other over and over again.
For the American kids, it’s great to
diversify the competition, but it’s also a
privilege for the Japanese kids to come
on station and play against the American
teams. It’s a really nice opportunity for
both the Americans and Japanese to
have intercultural competitions.”

F—F AV MAEDEMICE, AV — KA
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-

Shinji Hoshide, a Yanai Junior
High School student and
basketball player, and Michael
Coletta, a Matthew C. Perry High
School student and team Teddy
Bears player, jump for the tip-off in
the beginning of the championship
game of the basketball
tournament held in the IronWorks
Gym sports court here Feb. 11.
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Along with the tournament, players and
coaches were given an opportunity to
play in a three-point shot and free-throw
competition. Even after some of the
teams were eliminated, Japanese and
American players could be seen playing
games for fun.
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“It’s a really good opportunity for

our kids to have this kind of cultural
exchange,” said Keisuke Ishida, Yanai
teacher and basketball coach.“I think
it will provide great memories for the
players.”

F—F AV MET R GET bR 2—a—
MEMICZa>THED, PR 70— E O E
AMrbnhi,

After the tournament was over, the
players sat down in a circle in the center
court while trophies and prizes were
awarded.
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“It has been a great opportunity to
come to the station,” said Ishida.“I look
forward to being able to come back.”
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Eighty one pins, showing the American
and Japanese flags crossed together,
were handed out to every Japanese
player, and boxes of cheese popcorn were
given to each Japanese team.
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Active Shield 2012

The U.S.-Japan combined exercise "Active Shield 2012" was held
at MCAS Iwakuni from March 5 - 8. The service members of MCAS
Iwakuni and Japan Ground Self Defense Force participated in this
annual exercise to strengthen cooperation between U.S. military
forces and Japan Self-Defense Forces. Photo by Sgt. Charles

McKelvey and Sgt. Daniel K. Brown.
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Gokukan 5k fun run
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The Marine Corps Community Services Iwakuni Gokukan five
kilometer fun run took place on the seawall behind the IronWorks
Gym here Feb. 17. The annual race takes place here in February to
ensure the coldest temperature. "Gokukan" literally translates as
“extreme cold” in Japanese. After the run, participants gathered around
the Marine Corps Community Services Iwakuni tent next to the finish line
to talk and receive trophies. Photos by Lance Cpl. Benjamin Pryer.

BARE
2818, EMEABREREDA—T o ELEZ—MThh, SEEMH
8. CIMA LR - RF 1T — b KIEETEZFB T E--HASHNIPPOD
REBEBIZEDT—ThobhfThonELz. BEFI0FRILDFEEF ST
Thht=-EIETIE., FBHMN250M5330(121 % | $ 3O KESHAES
FZtonFELE, BE RAUTUYIV- T34V —F R,

KRy bE— IV —F A7 PR R OREH
TR EROEYAH-2OSBFET (T
1VAT B FFANTF—LOYHY—F1

5_
Zachary Taylor, Matthew C.

ool student and

New mess hall open
Approximately 4 million dollars went into the reconstruction

and refurbishing of the new chow hall. Seating has increased in
capacity from 250 to 330 persons. In addition to extra seating, a
larger food preparation area was added. This allows the chow hall
to serve a larger variation of food. Photo by Pfc. Benjamin Pryer.

team Teddy Be
defends against mi
Morioka, a Yanai Junic
i ol student,
ng the champion
game of the bas eth

tournament.
=

» | BEBEEEH

x
Q
1)
©
o
(7]
4}
=
<
o
&
@
(7]
4}
=
<
o
o)
>
o
1)
©
o
>~
f=
=]
=
©
2
[7])
©
[*]
S
=
f=
>
S
€
(7]
4}
(=
=
©
€
3
3
g
>
S
=
=

http://www.marines.mil/unit/mcasiwakuni/Pages/default.aspx
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CELEBRATING 100 YEARS OF MARINE CORPS AVIATION

MCES
MARINE CORPS 25755

MCAS Iwakuni ~ 8 AM -4 PM
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Find us on Facebook:
Friendship Day MCAS Iwakuni L. ]
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