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Cover photo:

Roy A. Covington lll, a community-relations event volunteer, reads to children at
the Josho Hoikuen Preschool July 17, 2012. Approximately 32 volunteers visited
the preschool. For more detail, read the story on Page 12.

AV EETAIOMBERDOE - HiEOETAHNSOCHBPCERZEE
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ARFF Marines welcome local orphanage aboard
station, provide smiles, fun
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By Lance Cpl. Benjamin Pryer

20124E7H20H/Jul. 20, 2012

) sasattit, dm o RO it s
J UMD TH14H. Fi%eiiFikk (ARFF) O
SRR EZOFKICHITFE N A EIETE
LW—HZ#Z Lz,

Tsuta Children’s Home children were
welcomed aboard station July 14 by
Aircraft Rescue Fire Fighter Marines
and their families for a day of fun and
enjoyment.

A O R OB XA Z EIMICHTFTZ
HTLZHOICBoTOVET, FEMTHRRL
&2, 3], 7z b A R M 21T T
VET, J LT O ARFFOET FLE. ¥
a7 -EA—)V T &, TARFFE 1+ito
FREDLZHFHZ, 304 RICEPE-> Thiw
TVEY,

“We are a proud sponsor of the Tsuta
Children’s Home and we try to do at
least two, maybe three events with them
every year,” said Master Sgt. Joseph

P. Beall, ARFF staff noncommissioned
officer-in-charge. “This has been going on
for more than 30 years.”

COH.ARFFOPFK EZ, filigk DIt LIk
BETAT VIT—IAT LOT—IVNEEN
U7 — LRk 2R UATE, £ D%, ARFF
DHBIE T, RETIT4ET 4 TRLA
7z,

ARFF Marines started the day by
bringing the children and their
chaperones to the IronWorks Gym pool
to play games and swim. Afterwards, the
Marines and Japanese traveled to the
ARFF fire station for more fun activities.

MFADAANY M BRRE T B O i
ICESTARBIIVNTETT, J LA — )Lk
B E, TBRRE. BREOKKEDO Fiti-b L,
HARANDEEAL —HITELGEATVE
T HD N LN G ZH RS LAY
FCY.

“This is definitely a good thing for the
Marines and for the kids,” said Beall.
“The Marines have a good time with the
kids and our children have a good time
playing with our guests. It’s just a great
event to get hang out with people from
in town.”

B & BRAMES TR Z BT,
RERIT ISRV NIRRTy H—. O
—VAR—NVT—LERENDES R TR
—ROIUCHT ANBED)  fily | &2 L TilE
AT TOHE—HP HARANLKREE, AA
ROBUCKBNEN ATV,

Children played in the massive bouncy
house, ate the food cooked by the
Marines, and played soccer, “cornhole”

4 BEBEEEM

and tug-of-war. Smiles lit up everyone’s
face, Japanese and station residents,
throughout the entire day.

Mt o AEIHA L TEHENZ DA K
fE T, J A —)VREH E, 53D
BEIELSTE, T OREUT LB T,
“Every kid in the world loves to get
some kind of attention,” said Beall. “The
language barrier can be a tough thing,
but just to be able to see a kid smile,
that’s universal.”

IR — L3RR K. S 1
FTRHNUCTEROEDSE, R0EASEZ
FDOFHo> Tz, Z D%, ARFFORKH L&
W F—)V AT b DY, iR DT DITH L
e VLY FRIEFEN, Z OO L2580
EHATHTZ,

After a water-balloon game followed by
a free-for-all water-balloon fight which
left the participants soaked yet smiling
and laughing, the ARFF Marines and
local Girl Scouts brought out gifts, home
supplies and other living essentials they
donated to the children’s home.

HEDRBLESE T — T BN v Y,
AV LD E LT, ZDER
TTOTLEV M ZMALE L, LA —

VAT R, T4 137272 A ES Oy —
DTN B 72T A< Hikktk 2 i) & H»
B LIZ0 STV AT EAILTED
IDIFRYIRTELTT,

“We worked hard selling food, shirts and
coins in our booth during Friendship
Day and this is our reward,” said Beall.
“It’s good to show we're not just stuck
here on the other side of the air station,
but we want to reach out and help the
community.”

BED it b 25 LT L e
INRICFR B L, ThhEDBIINZE
o COHDOBOINERT A2 5 N
btz

After Marines helped load up the
children's bus with the supplies, people
said their last goodbyes, some even
taking group photos to remember the
day.

NADFET B L, ik D it 7 bIdBHE
ZORPCTF 2Tz, R L Z O IHITE
IRV BICHETES L2V, Bk
RLTW Tz,

As the bus pulled away, Japanese
children waved as Marines and their
families waved back, hoping they would
meet again soon.

IN—UEBREfZEHHE TS E%7 5. ARFFOBEBELZMA
FHROROFHEMRDETA,
EH1:ARFFEEMA—IVAHI ST LEY MERITIVInFESE
T35, ZHFHOROFHEMRIDOE XA,

EH 2 :ARFFOEFBICRESNIT M5V RV NIRTESR,
REFHROROFH,

BE 3 ZATFHORDFRIBEMBICFERIEH SN ES
\¥%. ARFFD)iG RIS,

EE 4 :ARFFOEREON T KEAMERIT THES, ZREFHOR
DFHREARFFOHEBELZ DRI,

Photo on Page3 : Tsuta Children’s Home children
and chaperones play tug-of-war with Aircraft
Rescue Fire Fighting Marines inside the ARFF fire
station here.

Photo 1 : Tsuta Children’s Home children and
chaperones clap while being presented gifts from
Aircraft Rescue Fire Fighting Marines and station
Girl Scouts inside the ARFF fire station here.

Photo 2 : Tsuta Children’s Home children play inside
a bouncy house at the Aircraft Rescue Fire Fighting
fire station here.

Photo 3 : Aircraft Rescue Fire Fighting Marines
wave goodbye to Tsuta Children’s Home children
and chaperones as they leave the ARFF fire station
here.

Photo 4 : Tsuta Children’s Home children and
Aircraft Rescue Fire Fighting Marines and their
families have a water-balloon fight outside the ARFF

fire station here.
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Station welcomes Japanese English seminar students

—_— > \'

— - ' i
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NPV TIAX—LE
By Lance Cpl. Benjamin Pryer

201248 H31H/ Aug. 31, 2012

LY SRS > 74 72T AV IR—A A
ACY 5 MBTTHD SN 19, £i2s - 131
YWEeIF— 0 A— 2 — T A
TR L, B2 —HIcL D BLVTE
FBOULRZMT LTz, HANER DT D
COITHE NRT R RIVFT AEAD LG
TORTTHIN AR Y=o Tiio Tz,
Station volunteers and Boy Scouts of
America Troop 77 welcomed Ishinomaki-
Iwakuni English Seminar students
at the WaterWorks Pool here Aug. 19,
2012, for an afternoon of food and fun.
Troop 77 sponsored the event for the
Japanese visitors with the help of Jesus
Dominguez, station volunteer.

MGHDANYIDIBILIEDR. FIVT A
EADBNFTT, FIVFAEARVDE,
Ll D B DT DIR T T4 T %2
LTRNZE T, Ee. R—A AW DBt
RV T4 TR LUTINE LI, 1EafT DI,

6 BEBEEEM

A=A ANIEBTITHDART AR —.T
YR a— T —EY FEA, [ CDGED
B EhoTbE RIVFAEANS, F—1 -
AHT NI DANY SDAR P —ITiED
feohE3hZHI N TEHEAT IEEZEL
Tz Thid. R—A 2 A M HASHRICEIL
BIEMTELZHMBLVBERTT, CDKS
BRANYIZBU T AN MBI, RO
frDHER I EA TV S N L DR
HT Mg BN TEXT,

“This was all made possible through
Dominguez. He always does volunteer
service with all the orphanages and he
became a volunteer for the Boy Scouts
as well,” said Andrew J. McDermott,
Troop 77 Scoutmaster. “When this
opportunity came about, he asked me if
the Boy Scouts would want to sponsor
the event, and I said ‘absolutely.’ This is
a great opportunity for the scouts to get
familiarized with Japanese culture. This
gives them an understanding of how
people live in other areas of the world,
seeing how their customs and courtesies

i

are.

COEIF IS A D BN L B h
HBMUTOIZEREE W=D WEEDHUIER
BRTWK LB THO P bElObEI
F—=iZBmi Tz,

Some students in the seminar are from
surrounding Iwakuni and Hiroshima
areas, but because of last year’s
earthquake and subsequent tsunami
around northern Japan, children from
Ishinomaki, Japan, were given the
opportunity to join this trip.

Co7ay S LICBMUIDR 7AYo
TTY, 2O70TT LD YEERRE L
THRENTRE L, 255D, S5t
If—oiEiie LTI NI T =y VAR
PR U FL s R A —E A,
“This is my very first time in the
program. They actually invited me

to be the English teacher for the

entire program,” said Andre L. Boyer,
University of Phoenix full time faculty
and English Seminar English teacher.

[(SETOLIA, ViER MRS 5 +itlz5
EARGIELGHTLTVET,

“Thus far, 'm having a really good time
with the kids as they learn English.”

COHDGE, I F—IcBUI e
RS TaTERBRE ST, 2GS
LAEDS LW KGERE> TGRS LT
FELIEH T NI, Z DR BOR R, 7 —)L Tk
WSRIKPNL—R—)V R EZLTBT L,
The first half of the children’s visit was
spent during a lunch with volunteers,
talking and laughing while making new
friends. Students and station residents
then spent the next few hours swimming
and playing water volleyball in the pool.

THARND Y25 F iRt Rid Lk 5
TEDUVLEDR, P Z S BN RNTET
T eV —ZA, FEID T AV AN LA
I e STt R = SURAY - 2@
ERREORRAY - T S ot WA B
D2 FOZ 2 DICA TR B X T, Wi
THEATOBTAVANE, HERCH LT A
UHNEDFry T 2MDBTLINTEET,
HEAEREZ SEHNC I 9 B TR S DI
ZIRBICEV, FETZDI A NIV
LBV, |

“One of the difficulties the Japanese
have with learning English is that there
aren’t many opportunities to use the
language,” said Boyer. “Anytime they get
the opportunity to be near Americans,
which being on base is the closest they
can get, it can really help them get over
the fear of speaking English to other
people. It also helps them bridge the gap
in their mind of what America might be
like. Giving these children access to the
base is a really good way to help them
improve with using the language.”

Heze K500, FET B IR T EZIRE L
oo NTIZERRZ N S T IR LD &
oz 5 LRV Tz,

The students took a group photo before
they left and some exchanged contact
information in order to keep in touch.

B HARD LT B 2N TE T HA
DR TT AV UL Z AR E R HT LAY
I AKCHESOIFICESTLEI, £z H
b N[ 1110 73 RESAT 1/ [ 4 i A RS Tk
BOET, JLRAY—Z A 5 H. S
ZHRFL. OB PIIEE RN TRV
370lS LB MR TET. 2 Th
BLIRVET,

“Bringing students to the base and
giving them that American cultural
experience inside of Japan, it will really,
really help them, and it also strengthens
the bond of the community relationship
between Japan and America as well,”
said Boyer. “I'm very glad the Iwakuni
air station was able to offer the program,
have them come today and have a tour
later on this week.”

6N—JER:8A14H. EEBMDVF—F—N—0T— VT BRRF Y T4 TIKAD > T —R— IV ERIFS. WEEESF— 8Ll
BXAEE BEADOEEPLEELSBMLTVAEFLV A, RITE, FERELERIEXARETHLLERETHSBMLTVS
&b,

IN—YERI8A14H. EEBMDVF —F— N—07 — IV CER REFLIF—ILBMLAFA LR AFALEIRICOADFiEESE
B TATL. RSV TATE— LB RELSTN.BATBRT L.

Photo on Page 6 : An English Jay tudent throws a volleyball to Marine Corps Air Station
Iwakuni volunteers in the WaterWorks Pool here Aug. 24, 2012. Some students in the i were from
surr ling Iwakuni and Hir areas, but because of last year’s earth ke and sub t t

around northern Japan, children from Ishinomaki, Japan, were given the opportunity to join this trip.

Photo on Page 7: E tudents play in the WaterWorks Pool here Aug. 24, 2012. The

students came aboard station for an afternoon of food and fun with station volunteers.
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NTXIV T IAV—E
By Lance Cpl. Benjamin Pryer

20124E7H20H/ Jul. 20, 2012

ELY )1 FYRERI O W AR5 5T 1
A 111, BRI —
IAY LR T —)IV T 1B DKk ZSE LA
72, TR, 2552, BT 5,
Children from Iwakuni-Kawashimo
Yochien (kindergarten), a local school,
and chaperones came aboard station
July 11, 2012, as part of a more than
25-year tradition for an hour of fun using
the IronWorks Gym indoor pool.

T B DT — IS ESE LTz DE 1 1 1R
T3, [ itz b I D T — )Tk TESS
DO RIFETY, 1 LafidDIiF. vV >ra—a
22 =T —EAMCCODTIT T4V
AR TAVIR— AT T 7 =TIV E .
[HATE, FTTIDDVLVATT,

The kids arrived at the pool at
approximately 11 a.m. “We love having
the kids here,” said Stephanie Brown,

8 BEBEEEM

Marine Corps Community Services
aquatics director. “They’re so cute!”

HHTOT —)ILHMICSINTE 3003, Yk
B4R RFRIYIZT, Chid ERAlIC kST
HLTEHILZEPRNIBICGAT. The
HEACZE 578,

Only the senior class of Iwakuni-
Kawashimo Yochien participates in the
trip, giving younger students something
to aspire for when they reach their final
year in kindergarten.

MigsE6 H FMybh7H AN, FIt7=b T
—IVTUkSHEii D EE S Tl VST A— )L 2
PHERDPDEEVET, LT TIEA T
FENSRTHSZAETHEHDE T A, Al
NI FYIHEE D E Y F=5 3 A7 L 82048, K
MR TT—)IVilEUZLTOET, )

“Every year at the beginning of July or
the end of June, I expect to get an e-mail
from the school saying they’re ready to
go,” said Brown. “I've been here for five
summers now and I know they’ve been
coming for at least 20 years.”

ZOHDRRICE ST, FlIBR 747
T—JAY LDRNT—)IV, £12137+—
2= —JADRNT— N DELLH S,
Depending on the weather, the kids will
either use the WaterWorks outdoor pool
or the pool inside IronWorks.

THAD T — VidFHD 7 — )L Kb E/hEw
DT RV EROE T, ADEEICHIDH T
KIAE, itz b2 T —VICRKNT L. Z
DREZIFEOTOIZESTLIZ, 12T 5V
YEN TIRINE T — VI A B D i > T
72X TITH, L ofcAAS>TLEIEANIC
UK TOEL, |

“It’s my understanding that the pools in
Japan are smaller than what we have
aboard station, so the first year I was
here, when the kids first get here, they
all seemed to be in shock at our pool’s
size,” said Brown. “They were a little
afraid to go in at first, but they really
seemed to enjoy it once they got in.”

T DRI ERIYICSE U KGR DI 2 H43E
I 52T T, F Ik 7 —)L B

2T LT Rk e D HANE K7z
BR7Z R DI D BRIV R,

While the event provides an enjoyable

hour of swimming and fun to the
children, there is no doubt providing
the kindergartners with a pool aboard
station helps further friendly relations
with local Japanese.

FTAUI NG S UL 21 Eh 72 & S
9L, COHRIN RO TR L ZREL
BV, REHDOHEAOHITIE A
FHHERICHE > TOR AR ADNT, 5l
H5r O it —HEIc IOk T3
METY, COHME. Pt BAVNEESD
MHKICHINTZD, k0 TZ0 T 52 S8 5
Tl B E AL MN G A TE
BEESLOEETT, |

“I think this is a wonderful community-
relations opportunity and I love that it’s
been going on for so long because I'm
sure there are some parents who went to
this school, and now they’re coming here
with their kids. I just think it’s a great
opportunity to get them exposed to water

and swimming as young as they can and
to also give them a chance to interact
with the station residents.”

RN L2 OfRES E. BOEB DORICS, 6[n1kE
72l 9 %, 2 OinAé HIC, BB R4 X
raAn—REe—)LTOBILOB IR
N3,

The children and chaperones normally
visit five to six times during the

course of several weeks, with the final
day including a thank-you lunch at
Crossroads Mall.

Mg OHI, Fitfzbide e BN, 7—
Fa—rToORBIFIBZ/EL TN E
T MR A RSO B L OIS LT,
Brob Uiz T LBV FedNE T, AYIcAk
MCEEATS, 1T ITUVEATRELT:,
“The last day they come, they invite us,
very graciously, over to the food court,
and we have lunch, and the station’s
commanding officer comes, and they give
us a nice little gift to thank us. It’s just
really, really nice,” said Brown.

ER1ERBN. 7A7Y/7—9ZAILOT—IVTEHSERNITS
HEORARL. ZhERTFRTIT 79207 —IVERE,
ER2:EERM, 7(7/7—9RILOT—IVTik< BEIITFS
HEORERLFEE, BHTOT—IVEMICBINTERDIE. it
EDFRERE.

ER3:EEBM. 7A7Y/7—9RILOT—IVTiE< EEIITS
HEOERLFEES. I FhitEH EEERDT— IV ERH
TBES B T25EU EHED,

Photo 1 : The aquatics lifeguards watch while

Iwakuni-K hi Yochi tudents and

chaperones swim in the IronWorks Gym pool here.

Photo 2 : An Iwakuni-K hil Yochi
and a chaperone swim in the IronWorks Gym pool
here. Only the senior class participates in the trip.

Photo 3 : Iwakuni-K hil Yochi and

chaperones swim in the IronWorks Gym pool here.
Kawashimo students have been coming aboard

station to swim for more than 25 years.
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Station gives Asian Americans, Pacific Islander
community thanks

ZasAx-n—REE
By Lance Cpl. Nicholas Rhoades

20124E6 H8H/ Jun. 8, 2012

2

HE7Y 7 KRt EH
Wz AL —HICEHNTS

febIc, CTIHEFVE LT, 1 75T HE DA
—INWRA AN C T ARAE—H—DT %
I 2 UHERN D R IR Tz,

“We are all gathered here today to
celebrate the Asian American and Pacific
Islander Heritage Month,” said Warrant
Officer Jana Tang, a guest speaker
during a celebration at Club Iwakuni’s
Eagle’s Nest.

5H31H. A i Febk 5. R E L
RIAADT 27 KUt ZH IR DR
R L. TITRT A AN Kb

s 5 & e
-

I

”‘It ' T :

e -

5A318. 757 8ENA—J IV XX APTITbNET VT AEEX{LRREAMBRET. iﬂi{iﬁ&—ﬁl’:iﬁ%‘f—%&_’&EAtE*A&hﬂ'%-‘o

ZRT AV N EANOERE LT,
Station Marines, sailors and civilians
attended the luncheon here May 31 to
pay tribute to the Asian American and
Pacific Islander community.

[CORAZIEF S0 i HRIcE b
T2 THGHDT A BRENTERET VTR
XK FEEISR T AV NEHIET 5725 T
T, e RV HER,

Department of Defense members give a Taiko drum performance alongside Japaﬁese civilians during Asian Pacific Islander Heritage Month at the Eagles Nest

here, May 31, 2012.

10 BEBEEEM

“We are here to celebrate the generations
of Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders
who have helped make America what it
is today,” said Tang.

HIRREE X 7T R T AV ANE KV
R T AV NG Z B e iU
THEMTHHEU T HE®E LT, THEBIRR
HIZSAIHDNS3IHETZ T V7 AN TEX
LRt EABIELTOWE T, (&2 Ui, SAD
TIT KU ZEHRISEREN D,
AIDHARNB R A T4V =71 f§D AL
ST=DM 18435 HTHTH BT LR, i)
D RKEEREIMIERE D e LTz D A 18694E5 )]
10HTHBLZHZL TS,

The Department of Defense chose the
month of May to show its appreciation
for accomplishments and influences
Asian American and Pacific Islanders
have made. “The (DoD) has titled the 1st
through the 31st of May ‘National Pacific
Heritage Month,” said Tang. The month
of May was chosen to commemorate the
first Japanese immigrants landing in
California May 7, 1843. It also marks the

completion of the first transcontinental
railroad May 10, 1869.

ING T FIN KIRBUERD X SITEX T
5, 5. TVTHR KNV SR T AV A
NEEDT AV A DOE RAETRZIBIR L TE T
SO EEZ NS5 A7, TR
HDOMREMZD X, KRFOORH AL
PR RL T RTDONRDEkZ AL, 7
AYKY RI—LEZRDTOBE N TNz
KRB TELLIRMICT BTz, BUHEL
EITREWVD, |

“This month we reflect on the indelible
ways AAPI communities have shaped
our national life,” said President Barack
Obama. “As we celebrate centuries of
trial and triumph, let us re-dedicate
ourselves to making our Nation a place
that welcomes the contributions of all
people, all colors, and all creeds, and
ensures the American dream is within
reach for all who seek it.”

REZICZ. BEAN HAN FyEOAN(
U7 FBEAER) NTANARMFLA A
VARITNGE  WEBEBEDONIZEHZL
HELTOT, ZOMA GEFEO S 1
KNtz &, 2O A O LA I iz,
Many different nationalities were
represented, such as Korean, Japanese,
Chamorro (people of the Mariana
Islands), Hawaiian, Vietnamese,
Cambodian and others. Some celebrants

presented cultural performances from a
variety of nationalities, including a Taiko
drum performance.

TREZREBRLLTTHYISD THRIIBEH
L7z UK T BN TEE L 1L
AT DI, I a— RY—/NERE DGR
i, VAR T 7—FI—Sh. HEANSIIE
&OKE B0 F R E"ZT AV ANE
IR LTz,

“It was my first performance as a Taiko
drummer but I really enjoyed it,” said
Christopher Kimmey, Matthew C. Perry
Elementary School music director.
Japanese attendees performed alongside
DoD members to create a great show

of Taiko drums, dancing and a guitar
performance.

TAARICDOTRAD EATZCE ZEE ALY
PHEEV I ZICBRLTES L RA
MCHERILOE T, (L FI—ZA,ZDH
DREERZDOFKIZ AR EREZRLET
LTI, BRARZEHEED N2 D, 5 25081
TED AT LT Z R LT,

“It was really cool to share what I have
been learning about Japan and be able
to give back to the community,” said
Kimmey. At the end of the day it wasn’t
about the food or music, but the common
interest of past and current generations
of all the nationalities represented.

5A318. 757 8EDA—JIVAF A MCITDNET VT AFEXLIRRZAMBRET. 71V EV XL ERRTBE VR RUTI55 1%
BBIIEEBMIEAN. COSVR0M. HLGEDREDXLHHET N,

Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni personnel preform the Maria Clara to represent Filipino culture during

the Asian Pacific Islander Heritage Month observation at Club Iwakuni’s Eagles Nest here, May 31, 2012.
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Servicemembers influence Japanese children

FoA-bavr—-Da =7k
By Cpl. Kenneth K. Trotter, Jr.

20124E7TH27H/ Jul. 27, 2012

ﬂﬁbﬁﬁfﬁ?ﬁibo)gfﬁa LCTHITH
BB, AET OB (CxoLx)
PREEZ R LTz,

Station servicemembers went to

Josho Hoikuen Preschool as part of a
community-relations event July 17,
2012.

COAIE, Hyco AT RE DBIfRZ R
BTN T3,

The purpose of the visit was to bolster
relations with local Japanese.

COHDHMICIZKIB2HDRT T4 T H
SUTz, KTV T4 T 3IEAREOE, Wz
ffi>T, Tt BICIGERBA Tz,
Approximately 32 volunteers
participated in the event. The volunteers
spent the majority of their time teaching
the children English, using visual aids
and coloring books, and singing songs.

THEIC IR L2 LTED, JEEER0 VRO L
ZHZTHIFHDE. OOTERLNILT
T LRET DI COHRT T TICHML
feaAf-aey by ZRE A, Mo it s
WEIFE R LA T PHIZTHR
S>THRZEBASHTLIZ, LTERELVTY, )
“It’s always nice to give back and to
instruct and teach anyone English or the
basics of English,” said Roy A. Covington
III, community-relations volunteer.
“Knowing little kids like music and
teaching them songs that way is a lot of

IR ORISR Fo R T4 7 —H
IZ3DDTN—FmniFbnse FRzbI
USRI T4 T OB RICE IR Tz,
The children, who were in the five-year-
old and younger age range, quickly took
to the volunteers as they were divided
into three groups.

YERBBZBIZF TR, — I Zv o Xy
DT =R 17— LR BIED S HGED
Ny R-TURalVZ—(HlzEMh 0
R VP —=LELUTHAE,

Along with teaching the children
English, they also played the game,
“Duck, duck, goose,” and the old

12 BEBEEEM

children’s ditty “Head and Shoulders.”

COHOGMEHIC A= b D7D T
v, COHDOREN LR E - STED
TElk,

This event wasn’t merely for the
children. The servicemembers learned
from the experience as well.

ORI &NGENE, AEEHICE ST i
SR> TN TETY, jkak vy b
o TN ARAMETH S HAIC, B A
BHATERZLTOS I THEI HADT
LERYNES>TOVARTLZ/RT TN TE
2M5TY, |

“This is good for the base and the Marine
Corps,” said Covington. “It shows our
host nation (that) not only are we here to
do our job, but we also care about them.”

SIEOREIH -T2 DD, BrE L itz B
aAI2 = —2a BTN TER,

Even with a language barrier, volunteers
and children were able to communicate.

T B I HEEE I QIR T B K51k 5
fed, FTB L ORI AN E S L
AVEVT P EAREC TS, ALV R
TR, AT D ENISVIERZ PR L
TWVBEHIEHBT=DIT. TIVT 7y bR
D EH->TVBRLEICTDTEE ATz,
Covington felt his interaction with the
children was a change of pace as the
children had a firmer grasp of English.
He discovered this by using a song about
the alphabet and animals to gauge their
understanding of English.

% D SRR H I bk E K BIND S Iz
12530 ELNERVD, TOXI NGNS
g3 A0y ME, EAGETVRKOEES,
Many servicemembers may hesitate

to participate in community-relations
events, but the benefits of taking part in
these activities far outweigh any excuse.

M3, B AN EHHC A T 5 D13 BLE
DIDTT, | LACY U EA, TRADHA
DRI LN G I BERXZEALEDHDE
‘i, 7AVAIKRNUE, TAVh O Hitf=5
WKRIBHRZEITH SO > n5
EHARD Iz E N ED IS IREL TS
OhZBTLIITEERA MEKEOS
&, HAD FIEAMERZ i TR
LWV TLEZRHISHEVDTY, |

“Generally, Marines go out and go sight-

seeing,” said Covington. “We never get
to see the youth of Japan. Back in the
states you see it every day. But if you're
stuck on base, you're not going to see
how the youth of Japan grow up. A lot of
Marines don’t know the Japanese go to
school year round.”

AHDOHETHEIENETHS L, LDk
il SN TR RBLEE KETH
2, HETEAETE, DX &l Z2E Ll
T RDARBBEAD LTV LI EH
TRRITEL T — DI H 2 Mkt =

ol -
a

ZEEDRUNE-STVBRIEZRIBTED
TE5,

Marines are ambassadors, wherever
they are stationed, at home or abroad.
Events such as this give civilians an
opportunity to not only appreciate what
it is servicemembers do, but also show
that servicemembers care about the
community beyond their gates.

BHEA : SAEMDORS T4 T7HEIRE—HEICEY, TIVI7AYE
PEETOBOBREEBITLS,
Right: C ity-relati event

s sit
with children at the Josho Hoikuen Preschool July

17, 2012, as the volunteers teach the children the

English alphabet and bers.

P

|

i i

¢ J o - o —— _F.- — T T

EEBDRSY 77 HERE—EITEY, TIVI 7Ny MORETORDBI B EHITVS, BILIHB280RS Y TATIRFHPEFRI-BE—HICBT L, REEHA Y, REOFERAL
W IB9 9. 890, =R 1INy R TV P 2albi— (BED UERY) 1 57— LELTHRATR,

Community-relations event volunteers sit with children at the Josho Hoikuen Preschool July 17, 2012, as the volunteers teach the children the English

and bers. Approximately 32 volunteers spent the morning with the children, reading and t hing them Ei h and playing an assortment

of games such as “Duck, duck, goose” and “Head and Shoulders.”
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A VR 2—DH = HIE, 201 147,
Kt SR (MCIPAC) 215
— AT WAV —IGBRENT Va Y
>eeRyy —EREIC B2 MVEL
oo COE A TEHIIC 5 2 KT
BIEHNCEER U CO0 B B o
SUAEMTIROEREKRICGAONS
ET‘a—o

The third interviewee in this series is
equipment operator (EO) 1 Jonathan
Vitug, who was selected as the
"2011 Marine Corps Installations
Pacific (MCIPAC) Sailor of the

year," which is awarded to the most
exceptional sailor every year at all
the installations at MCIPAC.

BB CHE, HMHFEHITIE L,
VEVAINAL < S/ ANIRY: 3 M DL V77
Far AR TEEN. GbELZ, K¥34E
EorEEThuryiRiliicoElLi, 2o
RHC, BY > Y VARSI BT
HE LTz, Yk, FAD FEBUIBLIC T XAV I i%
RUTHEL, BRI OVLTOEELE, KT
fED MHILTOERATLZ, ZDH%. IR
Rt LD TH S, IS AL EL
Teo BUEIZ KT O T.FepK (Seabee: &
—E)ICFHELTOE T, (i3 il
TN ERH SR ELEBEEZTHH-T
WET, HAICIE, 20014 £ 20044 ISPl
DF v T - —)VRGHTE LT IzC e D
HHET,

What is your name, home town, and job?
I am Jonathan Vitug. I was born and
raised in Olongapo City, Philippines. I
was there until my third year of college
and then I moved to Los Angeles with
my family. At that time, my mother has
already migrated to the U.S. and we
followed her. I had to quit college and
didn’t have any work until I found a job
at an insurance company. Then I joined
to the Navy. I am a Seabee now and I
am an equipment operator. I operate
small and heavy equipment. I have been
stationed in Okinawa twice, 2001 and
2004 at Camp Shields.

HBEICABLTENSSWTI D ? 68 HE
IEABELIzDTT D,

IS ABRUTI3ESB VIR E S, ABK
LT=DI3 R LA T o T b, Tz hh
%X (Let the journey begin) | & B o7z

14 BEBEEEM

5TY, SHUI FAD AR LT 4D i
Ty b—TUlz, ABRUIzEZIETHHICAN
LG IR LS 1L 0SH D FE
TUIzh, —E—3E0Ed 4, —foifE
HEHEED, == 7 IicLiZsl
BERUE T, lHEHAD ABRIZ N EZE 25
WERT LTz ABCY AN BAE TR 2 D8
OTUID, B LD > TRFFB A4 DY
FUTz AR ERZILTUI WFHICAS
MERBEDIENEDXIGLTANHOEL
Fe b, GIEFIC AR L O BAREAME D, K
ELELE,

How long have you been a Sailor and

why did you join to the U.S. Navy?

I have been in almost 13 years. I joined
the Navy to change my path and to “Let
the journey begin,” as they said in the
Navy when I joined. At that time, I liked
the idea of “you join the Navy, you get to
see a lot of places,” but being a Seabee

is different. We stay in one place for a
while, unlike regular sailors. It is a life
changing experience to join to the Navy.
The first few years, I thought it was
going to be short, but once I picked up

to rank, it changed. It really changed

a lot. I was kind of a black sheep in my
family, but I became more responsible
and matured.

L. BEMBICHEOTWGED 05, %L
TUOFELED?

AR 25 ORRZ 3R LTV DT,
EZ2A =111 i LAY S

If you were not a Sailor, what would you
be doing now?

I took accounting for three years in
college before I joined the Navy, so
maybe an accountant.

£ EEMIEEEBEN T, BEEDX B
BEBETY, FOZE TELFEEZRELTE
YFBZEIdBIVET L 2F /et FEEMS
DEVERCBZEIIBIETH?
HEWIRBDF A BB HFHES R UIA
PLEDFRZE B IEER-TEY, MUK
VWELTOVET, ChETEUER. itEBREE
AL HE R L TEZ LT, BT,
Sl il 7 (113 531 J= P AT 1 A U113 5315 3
geiticfb iz LT0ES, Sttt
11, MR ORI TEIK YD TORERT
FAVEAEEEDNTETENHOTE Y-
A= LUTHMbLETIREDERA, -

— &, SRR, R, 25 —RRICT T A
EDRRAR IR LE I 5. HHe—
I lzdIicH b ZInEE R
THRVDTY,

MCAS Iwakuni is a Marine Corps’ base
and most of servicemembers here are
Marines. Do you feel any inconvenience
because of that? Or, do you feel any
difference between here and other Navy
bases?

No, we have the same core values of
honor, courage and commitment, and
we are fighting the same fight. I have
been working with Marines for the past
few years. For deployment operations,
Seabees are there with the Marines,
working side by side with them. This

is the first time I am working with the
air wing side of the Marine Corps. Even
when we go out with junior guys, we
still have to have a leadership style.

We have to adapt to work with the Air
Force, Marine Corps, and Army because
Seabees deploy to various places, such as
Afghanistan, etc. with them.

TXYHFIIHGHMDE T T B
HATIZSU,

AVTHIV=T I S E T, 2B E)
HTEFIT AV THN=TRETIAT>TRE
RBEMVKEAHS>T ABEBEIES LY
T, T4V EVICE BRI DD T{EA
HOET, RIAATG RE—IVE. TI
BETT. Vv IIA4Y (TAX—% izl
STHVRDBT 7T AT DTE) LD
BLTALHD INAFITRAY Y IRED
WLOHET,

What site (in the U.S. or your home town)
would you recommend for Japanese
tourists?

I would suggest California, from north
to south. You can do a lot of things
wherever you go, and the weather there
is nice. The Philippines has a lot of
places to go too, like Borakai, Bohole,
Alabang, etc. Some of places have a

zip line facility, and you can do hiking,
kayaking, etc.

BLIzDERDE, F/l3IFELTAUHD
BAYIIETT H°?

(427 R7% k) 3—%—(In-N-Out
Burger) j&TF» 277141 A (Chick-Fil-A) I

INTERVIEW WITH A SAILOR

AMRZBLOTT ATV RT7 I MEDT
7—ART—=R&ED, TP OOATI H
NEODE XTI HETIVDT ZIVAZA
WIZTVIWVR F A BTz TDTSAR
AT M EXLTOEL, CTORT MEZ
DLTIYHATZYS>TRFTVBEDT. &
TEHMFETT, [ Fu I T A LR TFFV
YURAYF T, TVEDENYNI
KIFETTH, T4V ERHRIZ RO T U (
LRAMZES) DT ARILTVET,

What is your homemade taste or favorite
American food?

What I really miss is “In-N-Out Burger”
and “Chick-Fil-A”. “In-N-Out” tastes way
better than other fast-food restaurant. I
always got a double-double, animal style,
grilled onion and fresh potato fries. Fries
are made fresh at each store. “Chick-
Fil-A” is mainly chicken sandwiches.

I love almost all Filipino food. But (I
think) Filipino food is kind a fattening,
so I am trying to stay away from it.

EEICRTENSS T H?

24T, 201 3 ED 10 HITR DTSt 5
SFPETY,

How long have you been in Iwakuni?
Two years. I will leave in October 2013
for a new duty station.

HAEXT—EBEFELIE (—BFEEHER.
BRICA 'Jﬂ)faiﬁi XIELE) I BA T H?
BIL. R 9EA. ZRRE . HADRENY
WRFETT, RABZEE ALK DLk
BEEDRIFETT 1T IlikbEE 2 —
ARARET, FrIRE—FEHETT.C
NETIRWRE LTFr TR LD, HFER
FBRESDE—FITHETIT O ZFF Uiz, Pl
TEFr T2 LE U ZERBIREHCVLD
ERDIZNEF>TOE T, HAREAMITFEL
L.THIEDBHITY,

What is your favorite thing in Japan, such
as Japanese food, place, etc. ?

I love Japanese food, such as sushi,
gyoza, udon and soba. My wife and I like
the Chicken Shack’s teriyaki chicken.
When we go there, I always eat two of
them. I also like going camping, the
beach and meeting Japanese people. So
far, I camped at Yasaka Lake, and went
to Yu and Suo Oshima Island. I also
camped in Okinawa. Okinawa is very
beautiful. My wife and I want to go back

there. Japan is really beautiful, it is
really a land of the rising sun.

BAEICKT—EBENCEIFBEATLIED?
HAIERFT—DEL BT RN ETHEL
TRNBZLTTRIHV TV =T 5k
FLED. AV THIVZTDNEHAE, D
BRITREVIEU T, M LA LN
WOEITH L, 2o LET, 1 DT
WNeZAEHITFHETHIE, HOMEETL
B3 VAN

What is the most surprising thing in
Japan for you?

Everybody is well-mannered, nice and
hospitable. I am from California and
people there are on their own. I have

a friend in the Japan Maritime Self
Defense Force and we still sometimes
see each other. The only bad thing I
notice is probably driving.

SO SAEXTHERLIENEIHTTT H?
K p e iicHN T rE 20 eE T
VES ARSI T. Sy 7Y B
PN -T2 H0ET, 1 HEFT
TH BEICBITEE L, MBI R
DOVETHFEFETHEATOET, ZTITHH
ZHNTr<GImiZLTOED,

What do you want to experience in Japan
in the near future?

I'm hoping to take my family to Tokyo
and Okinawa. I myself went to TAD
(temporary additional duty) to Camp
Fuji, Yokosuka, Yokota and I had a
chance to go to Shibuya, only for one

day though. I have a cousin in Okinawa.
He is a civilian and lives there with his
family. I plan on visiting them.

REIC—EHHEVOLET.

DX G2 G ATOIREEHIHEHT
TVET, HANORMEZ ST HE D
EIM, F HRICE>TRIZOTY, HA
DEBEZADRNRD, HEEEE O I Y
FRIEEHLTOE T, 7% HKBIRAKD
IS TV ZRATVET,

Please add a few words to conclude.
Thank you for giving me this
opportunity. This my third tour here in
Japan and I am hoping to come back
again, someday. I would like to thank the
Japanese for the hospitality and friendly
relations with us here in MCAS Iwakuni.
I am hoping the U.S. and Japan’s
relationship will continue to strengthen.

MCAS Iwakuni 15

http://www.mcasiwakuni.marines.mil/



x
a
")
<
[
]
)
=
©
aQ
(]

)

>
£
7]
)
[ =

=
©
£
=
S
=
©

2
(2]
@©
(4]
£
3
3

g

>
=)
k=]

=

POWERLIFTING

Powerlifters “pump up the volume” while pushing limits during competition

AT —3N—ARE
By Lance Cpl. Cayce Nevers

20124E8)124H/ Aug. 24, 2012

7—A—ANNT=VT T4 T F v
Aoy T REDHSHI12H., FHEE
W, 747 T =D AT LThr iz, 3
FEANEGERDZO N ZATE. LI
WIBEESROFENEZIED E RGO E
Wiz,
Sounds of metal clanked, grunts
echoed and cheers rang throughout
the IronWorks Gym here as station
and Iwakuni residents tested their
might during the Far East Powerlifting
Championship Competition Aug. 12,
2012.

[T7—A—ANNT—=YT T4 T F¥ &
Z 2T T REZ IEHNRDT AV I3 AP

16 BEBEEEM

HAANDEE ST o T2 N 255 8%
PtLE S, J 5Tl vV ra—a3a=
TA P —EAMCCS)DT AR M T AL
TAVTTALIR—=DTaYy I VA=)
A,

The Far East Powerlifting Championship
Competition provides station residents
and local Japanese a chance to come
together and show the strength both

on and off base competitors have in
common, said John Baltazar, Marine
Corps Community Services assistant
athletic director.

RERCZ16HDEFHEML AT T v b,
NYFTVA, T RYT FO3FH T 255
ofc BT, #MiH I3 ke
2119

Sixteen athletes participated in three
events during the competition. Each
competitor had three chances to

accomplish and improve on the events,
which included squat, bench press and
deadlift.

REFHIONOBBOERI T A
THEL. ZLFDIPIEIODDERIFT A, BTD
A5 DDOHERI T AN BTz, W T DIRIC
F A== AE—RDETD— AT,
The competition was made up of several
weight classes and a male and female
division. The female division consisted
of three weight classes and the males
division had five weight classes with one
competitor in the super heavyweight
division.

BHWTTATOIUL, B ok =
NZNORBGEADZ 1T ORES T,
Even though each weight class had

its own first place winner, the overall
competition could only have one male

16—V BR :8R12B. 717 V7= VAV LTIThNI 77— A —AMNI— VI T4 VG F v EF VY
YTRET 623KV F (#282+05 5 L) DRI 7Y TR — T4 =V IBF, A—IN—~E—#}
TBMLTA— YV IEFE. ZRITY b AYFTLR Ty YT FOEET1,554R 7 F (#9704+055

L) oieggEl L,

BHEA :8AN2A. 74T/ 7= ORI LTITbNII7—A—AMNT— VI T4 VG F Xy T KRR
T BFOE. 165K F (745055 L) DI T -O—T/BEHATAEF #2155055L) D7y
FUZ 2 EIFTV3. 0—VEFIEBFORTRSEBERL. I
Photo on Page 16 : Willie Dearinge, super heavyweight divisi i , Sq
623 pounds during the Far East Powerlifting Championship Competition at the
IronWorks Gym here Aug. 12. Dearinge lifted a totla combined weight of 1,554

pounds in the squat, bench press and deadlift events.

Right : Abe Roman, 165-pound male division first place winner and overall male
Far East Powerlifting champion, deadlifts 474 pounds during the deadlifting event
of the Far East Powerlifting Championship Competition at the lIronWorks Gym

here Aug. 12.

and one female winner.

L OB ERHE. 573K F (#260F
0y L) Dtz Liz7=—%- 7L 1k
VET B OTRAEE LA 7 -0
—VEETI1,361 R FR617F055
L) Otz Uiz, TCOREZICHEUTE
LIRS, A5 SRR 5 D hf
ERATY, ) LO—<VET,

Anita Clayton, Far East Powerlifting
Competition overall female winner,
lifted a total weight of 573 pounds.

Abe Roman, Far East Powerlifting
Competition overall male winner,

lifted a total weight of 1,361 pounds.

“I like to challenge myself, to have this
opportunity to be out here, stay young,
be fit and challenge myself,” said Roman.

BTN 2 LTz DIE AV Ty |k
OFfiH, & RTS8 R FAH193 RV F
F40Far5 Lh6RI8TF 'S L) DE
BT B HETIE287 R 5529 K R (
#1130F15' 5 LA 6#1240F 155 L) D
TR TAYT Y M2 1o Te, BOARD
B ANVFTLABED DN, LD
88 KRV RHH127T R KR40+ 5 5 L
HRI5TFRTTL) B HE198 KR RS
430K F(F89+F1 s 5 L 5419530
TS L) Tihtotz. £ D% B F bR IRED
FiH., 7w RO T McBkATZ,

The competitors first tested their limits
during the squatting event. The females
squatted a range of 88 to 193 pounds.
The males squatted a range of 287 to
529 pounds. After a short break, the

<

ladies benchpressed between 88 and 127
pound, while the men pressed between
198 and 430 pounds. Then participants
competed in their final event, the
deadlift.

7Y RUThORH TR, L HETFIX 149K
FH5254 R FHI6TFRT S L5115
Fur L) 2Fb EiFlz, K HEFI#D
2L RICH HEFN193K K 5535R
YREIBTHFTT T LM 5242F 0155 1) D
a7z Uz, AP IE 2 i 2175 C
T OEFRI RS TRS DI KO HEME 2 | &
gz TEs,

Throughout the deadlift event, females
lifted a span of 149 to 254 pounds.

Once all females had taken their turns,
the males deadlifted between 193 and
535 pounds. For all the competitors,
extensive training allowed them to reach
their maximum potential during the
competition.

FTOST—=VT T4 2T D)7 IV—T"T, HWIC
BFE->T0ET, ju—<ViEEE oy
=T DR TIIRAS - FREREE RO T,
DT ITEAN 7 H AR Z AT %S
DEdhZ R EERGEFIERZLEVES
ICLTVET,

“We have a group and we all help each
other,” said Roman. “Having the most
experience maybe in the group, I pass on
technical expertise to make sure people’s
technique is the way it needs to be so
that they can progress and hopefully
keep from getting hurt.”

INT—=VT T4 27 OET YR T +— L
Z R L RN S 2 X 5 R D b B b
O—< VETRI AT,

Powerlifters need to make sure they
maintain proper form and a healthy
lifestyle, Roman added.

O—X ViETF R COBHZHRD THhLE X
Z30M IR BH, CORBZCBMUIZET
DT, TN ERSIIBL TV T3t
207z,

While Roman has been lifting for
approximately 30 years, others who
competed may not have had as much
time to train.

[CORBZDOEDIHTAEB, FNL—=7 %
LELI JEILA VBT, TCORRICS
M3 20XFEMSLNTETI, AART
HEZZGEL, L TRIE T 554 T,

“I have been preparing for this
competition for about seven weeks,”
said Clayton. “Participating in this
competition was awesome, I made my
goal and it’s such an adrenaline rush.”

NT=YT T4 T REBDIEILBIEIC2
FI b THD GET-HR 55 2HHF 2
DI RE->TVB, RO T 7—A —A b
WNIT—=VTTFA LT F X EX VT RE
&, 20134DMIATD NS T,

These competitions, held at least twice
a year, help keep the enthusiasm of the
powerlifters high. The next Far East
Powerlifting Championship Competition
is slated for autumn of 2013.
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Samurai share M C. Perry field,
Japanese team comes aboard station

FOOTBALL

Ay —3N—ARE
By Lance Cpl. Cayce Nevers

201248124 H/ Aug. 24, 2012

a— - RYV—GRKDOY LT ATk

A=V F—LH 20044 LU H16DT,
ISR ANVRAY R, =T — LB U,

AEFITEOHT L —EhTwikhoizy

AYKT Ty R—=)VBDOWVITki>TE,
For the first time since 2004, the
Matthew C. Perry High School Samurai
football team suited up in pads, jerseys
and helmets. American football, a long-
missed sport aboard the station, has
finally made its return.

Y LIAF—LIZ6HRIOMM TRBZ DA
121% NY— 5D 7y bR — )L TO2HI
DY I—F¥ T ZIToT2, ZDHEHIKHE
LT 8HI9H, LRSS D T 7 AT 4>
TR IA Ty b R— )V F—LEDFERA
ZHkATE,

With only six days of practice under
their belts, the Samurai scrimmaged
against the Sotoku High School Fighting
Ducks football team from Hiroshima,
Japan, after completing a two-day
summer camp at the M.C. Perry High
School football field here Aug. 19, 2012.

RS AERZ U Tl 2 A TH
D, TII3ERME —HITHE L TO S EE
b aeZEZBL, 5bDF—LIEH
FrohsgE e nE Lz, 1 LT D, Y L
FGAF—LDNY RIA—F TS5 577
AL SRR I aDF — LK
POF—LEEHUBZLTOETH b
BESHLOF LTI Y LTAMF—L
DIFLAER MY TDTBDIE5H
DMGRDHTORRTT,

“I thought we were quite competitive,
considering they have been practicing for
a year and some of those kids have been
together for three years,”’said Frank
Macias, Samurai head coach. “They play
semi-pro and college teams as well. We
are a brand new program. For most of
these kids, this is the first time they
have ever hit somebody.”
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Although the Samurai did not win the
scrimmage against the Fighting Ducks,
their coaches and the players themselves
were not disappointed.
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“TI will tell you what I told them,” said
Macias. “I am very proud of their effort,
I mean effort is not something you can
coach, you either are going to give your
100 percent or you’re not. They did. I am
very proud of them for that.”

ZLDNIZEST, 7y bR—ILIE RS s, A
WPk Z B 2L T B AR—V T2,
Football, for many people, is a sport
which causes both mental and physical
challenges to its players.
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“I'm stoked.”said Connor Hadlock, 17,
Samurai center and defensive end. “I
like playing football. I started in eighth
grade and only got to play in ninth
grade, then I moved here and we didn’t
have it. There are only a few sports that

I actually enjoy playing, the most active
ones, and not having football, it killed
my sophomore and junior years. So, I am
definitely excited that my senior year we
get to play football.”
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While there are many plays and
techniques taught during the practices,
giving max effort and having heart
during every play are two things which
cannot be taught.
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“Out of everyone, we are small, but the
group of guys we have, we have the
heart for it,” said Hadlock. “We are going
to push it and we are going to show them
that Perry is not forgotten.”

TAT L —AVEOH1HD BMES,
The season begins Sept. 1, 2012.
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“I think it was fun,” said Junya
Yamamoto, Fighting Ducks wide
receiver. “We usually don’t get to play
against Americans.”
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The Japanese are not the only ones who
feel this way. The Samurai cannot wait
to officially start the season and show
what they have been working on.
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“I think it is good that we can play
Japanese teams and not just against the
other bases,” said Hadlock. “It shows
that while we are in Japan we are not
stuck in our American ways, and we can
still go out and enjoy Japanese culture
and everything like that. Just seeing
them out here and the way they are

”»

doing things, it is completely different.
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Photo on Page18 : A Sototoku Fighting Ducks defensive line waits for the
center to hike the ball to Shawn Eagmin, Matthew C. Perry High School

-

Samurai quarterback and defensive back.
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Left : Johnny Baseel, a Matthew C. Perry High School S air

back and def: ive back, ch. down the S ku High School Fighting

Ducks quarterback.

Above : Matthew C. Perry High School S ai and Sotoku High Sch

Fighting Ducks players congratulate each other on a good game at the

of a scri game.
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By Lance Cpl. Benjamin Pryer
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Station residents awoke in the twilight

hours of a Sunday morning Aug. 26,
2012, to prepare for the 22nd Annual
Tokusagamine Mountain Climbing Race.
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“This is my second year hosting this run
and this is the hardest course around
this area that I know,” said Mai Tajima,
Marine Corps Community Sexrvices

recreation specialist. “The first year I
was really shocked because they were
aetually running through the ski resort,
but all the Americans I took last year
said they loved it.”
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After the approximate two-hour bus
drive from station, enthused athletes
discovere:i their obstacle for the day: a
mountainm, typically used as a ski resort
during winter, with its peak, the final
destination, looming overhead.
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Sign in for the event took place at the
five-kilometer starting point, with
children and younger participants bused
to a two-and-a-half-kilometer point and

those running the 10-kilometer race
transported to a local school for their
starting point.
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At 8:20 a.m. that morning, the starting
gun erupted, followed by a thunderous
stampede of hundreds of runners
beginning their challenging climb up a
formidable foe of bends and climbs.
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“I have never ran this particular race,
but I've done a few trail races in Japan,”
said Peter Vergenz, Tokusagamine

race participant. “This race was rather
unique, since we were running straight
up rather than seme races that will go
up and down, this was quite a climb.”
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The trees covering the running path up
the mountain offered protection from the
glaring sun, which blazed overhead, but
also prevented any breeze from reaching
the shaded path.
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“Naming a reason for doing this is very
complicated,” said Vergenz. “Everyone
has their own reasons, maybe we just
want to prove to ourselves that we can
do something hard. There was about 450
meters of elevation gain, that’s basically
the equivalent of climbing the Kintai
(mountain) twice.”
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Shortly after running past the two-
kilometer marker, competitors emerged
from the shadowy grip of trees and
spewed into the final leg of the race, an
almost constant uphill endeavor. Devoid
of covering, the torrent of sun rays
blanketed everyone who continued their
battle toward the mountain tip. It’s a
great experience to get a group of people
together from the station to go running
and share the challenge of running a
competition like this, said Vergenz.
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After conquering the final steps,
competitors experienced the 360-degree
view from the highest mountain within
sight, and a soothing breeze constantly
flowing over the peak. While the race
itself tested its competitors' limits, it also
provided an opportunity for participants
to make new friends and foster lasting
experiences.
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“This is a great chance for me to bring
Japanese and Americans together,” said
Tajima. “People could stay on the base
during the weekend, but there are a lot
of things that go on outside of the base
that are cheap and fun. I love to give the
servicemembers on base the opportunity
to go out and have fun doing things with
the Japanese.”
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Left : A Tokusagamine Mountain Climbing Race participant reaches the goal at the top of Mt.

Tokusagamine Aug. 26, 2012.

Below : Tokusagamine Mountain Climbing Race participants aim for the top of Mt. Tokusagamine

Aug. 26, 2012.

Photo on Page 21 : Tokusagamine Mountain Climbing Race participants climb up the side of Mt.

Tokusagamine Aug. 26, 2012.
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Station volunteers assist, host children’s home

Marine Wing Support Squadron 171 Marines and various other

units’ volunteers hosted the Yahata Gakuen children’s home at

the WaterWorks Pool here July 21, 2012. According to Jesus
Dominguez, MWSS-171 Marine volunteer, this has been taking
place for the last four years and MWSS-171 brings them aboard
station twice a year. On that day, more than 40 children from
Yahata Gakuen visited the station, and there were about 100 to
115 people. Photo by: Lance Cpl. J. Gage Karwick.
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Marines locate two missing men and coordinate rescue

Marines with Marine Aerial Refueler Transport Squadron 152, Marine
Aircraft Group 12, and Marine Wing Communications Squadron 18
banded together to successfully conduct a search and rescue mission
near Chuuk, June 6, 2012. The Marines were in search of two men,
Juay Akhem, 32, and Bryan Mull, 24, who had been missing for almost
three days. The Coast Guard requested to receive aerial assistance
from the Marines who were in Guam participating in Exercise Geiger
Fury 2012. Photos by Lance Cpl. Gage Karwick.
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2012 Summer Slam Bench Press competition
Station residents and local Japanese participated in the 2012

Summer Slam Bench Press competition here at the IronWorks
Gym June 2. The number of participants in this year’'s
competition tripled from the last competition. Approximately
28 individuals took part in the competition, which consisted of
male and female competitors in seven divisions.
Photo by: Cpl. Kenneth K. Trotter, Jr.
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