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“Kintai” is the quarterly magazine issued by Marine
Corps Air Station Iwakuni, for the local Japanese in
Iwakuni City to help their understanding of MCAS
Iwakuni. This is authorized by the United States
Marine Corps, however, does not always reflect the
official views or opinions of the U.S. government
or the U.S. Department of Defense. Please e-mail,

mail, or fax your opinions and questions to us.
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US, Japan strengthen defense through Active Shield exercise
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Fukuda visits MCAS Yuma
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|- Yoshihiko Fukuda, mayor of lwakuni City, Japan, and U.S. Marine Corps Lt. Col. J. T. Bardo,
~ commanding officer of Marine Fighter Attack Squadron (VMFA) 121 observes an F-35B
= Lightning Il at Marine Corps Air Station Yuma, Arizona, Oct. 24, 2016. The demonstration of
. the F-35B gave Fukuda a better understanding of the aircraft and its capabilities. This event
- helped Fukuda better understand the capabilities of VMFA-121. Photo by Cpl. Nathan Wicks
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Yoshihiko Fukuda, mayor of Iwakuni
City, Japan, observed F-35B Lightning II
operations at Marine Corps Air Station
Yuma, Arizona, Oct. 24, 2016.
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The visit to MCAS Yuma allowed
Fukuda to observe the characteristics,
capabilities and properties of the F-35B
prior to the scheduled basing of Marine
Fighter Attack Squadron (VMFA) 121 at
MCAS Iwakuni.
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Fukuda observed noise levels and other
potential impacts of the aircraft to see
what the effect of having these aircraft

.

stationed at MCAS Iwakuni would
have on the local Japanese population
surrounding the base.

M5l BI%0 HIWIZF-35BICBI 9 2 h5 ¥t
PAETY, Jemili i, THABU B BL
R F DOV T OFIHZZ I T0ET
W GZ6NTAH LONHIDE HiZekO 5
Z <R E | HEEDABRTIED A O i
ZAHTRASTHEERLIz W BVE L B
THEBACHRLIVEE X ZNDSH.
AR LT HIN T,

“My goal of this observation tour was

to collect information about the F-35B,”
said Fukuda. “The government of Japan
already briefed me about the deployment
plan. However, I would rather have

real information based on first-hand
experience rather than the information
given over the tabletop, such as listening
to the sound in reality , and be able to
confirm it myself. I wanted to confirm
by being on site, and that was my
objective in visiting MCAS Yuma today.”
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Upon their scheduled arrival, VMFA-121
will be the first F-35B squadron to be
stationed in Japan.

20165£10A248. 7YV M. KiBEEITMEBEHNEAREERTR (BEE) Ic7/LEY MRS BRI SOYDIVE - RIVTA R AKIE, F-35BOTEV A —2a> T BERTRIZTOMER

EZDEREIOVT, T, CORV[EBLT, EEBTRIZVMFA-121ILOVWTERREFHT,
Yoshihiko Fukuda, mayor of lwakuni City, Japan, and U.S. Marine Corps Col. Ricardo Martinez, commanding officer of Marine Corps Air Station Yuma, exchange gifts at MCAS Yuma, Arizona,
Oct. 24, 2016. The demonstration of the F-35B gave Fukuda a better understanding of the aircraft and its capabilities. This event helped Fukuda better understand the capabilities of Marine

Fighter Attack Squadron (VMFA) 121.
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“We are very excited about the
opportunity to be heading to Iwakuni,”
said U.S. Marine Corps Lt. Col. J. T.
Bardo, commanding officer of VMFA-
121. “The type of training we will be
conducting will be very similar to that of
the F-18 you already see in Iwakuni. I've
been deployed to Iwakuni before, and

all T can say is that it’s an honor to be
going back. I'm very excited about being
able to return. The opportunity to be in
Japan and as one of the first units and
be able to train jointly with our partner
services there is a great honor, and we
are looking forward to it.”
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Fukuda said he felt that today’s
experience gave him a better
understanding of the aircraft and its
capabilities, and he is grateful towards
everyone who made this visit possible.
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“T would like to thank all the
commanders, leaders and pilots that
provided me the information about the
F-35B’s safety and about how the Marine
Corps would respond to the community’s
concerns and also the benefit from
having the most state-of-art, advanced
technology and what it has to offer
compared to its predecessors,” said
Fukuda. “I believe today’s tour has been
very much productive and fruitful.”

http://www.mcasiwakuni.marines.
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Yoshihiko Fukuda, mayor of Iwakuni City, Japan, recieves a brief on the F-35B Lightning Il at Marine Corps Air Station Yuma,
Arizona, Oct. 24, 2016. The visit provided Fukuda knowledge to educate the Japanese locals around the air station on the
aircraft and its capabilities prior to the scheduled basing of Marine Fighter Attack Squadron (VMFA) 121 at MCAS Iwakuni.
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From left to right, U.S. Marine Corps Col. Richard Fuerst, commanding officer of Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, Kosei Nomura, director of Status of U.S. Forces Agreement Division
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan, Lt. Col. J. T. Bardo, commanding officer of Marine Fighter Attack Sqaudron (VMFA) 121, Yoshihiko Fukuda, mayor of Iwakuni City, Japan, Col. Marcus

Annibale, commanding officer of Marine Aircraft Group 13, and Takahiro Sugawara, director general of Chugoku-Shikoku Def

MCAS Yuma, Oct. 24, 2016.

Bureau Japan Ministry of Defense, pose for a group photo at
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Iwakuni Festival brings community together
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U.S. Marines and Sailors from Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni march with members of Japan
Maritime Self-Defense Force Fleet Air Wing 31 and Japanese civilians during the 60th Annual
Iwakuni Festival in Iwakuni City, Japan, Oct. 16, 2016. The goal of the festival is to enrich the
Iwakuni image, show the development of the community and build relationships with I
civilians.
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Story and photos by:
Cpl. Aaron Henson
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U.S. Marines and sailors from Marine
Corps Air Station Iwakuni participated
in the 60th Annual Iwakuni Festival in
Iwakuni City, Japan, Oct. 16, 2016.
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Hosted by the Iwakuni Festival
Committee, the festival consisted

of 83 different organizations and
approximately 800 people, making it one
of the three largest festivals in Iwakuni.
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“I enjoyed being part of this cultural
event,” said U.S. Marine Corps Lance
Cpl. Ivette Garcia, an installation
personnel administration center
administration specialist with
Headquarters and Headquarters
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U.S. Marines and Sailors from Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni participate in the 60th Annual Iwakuni Festival in Iwakuni
City, Japan, Oct. 16, 2016. The festival consisted of demonstrations, performances, concerts, a flea market and food vendors.

} Children were provided photo opportunities with the Japan Mari?\e Self-Defense Force and Iwaklihi.poli:e. t_ i
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Squadron. “It was a lot of fun.”
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Yoko Seo, technical information
specialist with protocol at HHS, said the
festival strives to enrich the Iwakuni
image, show the development of the
community and build relationships
between Iwakuni locals and station
residents.
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“I enjoyed the opportunity of putting on
the attire, participating in the parade
and seeing the local crowd,” said U.S.
Marine Corps Maj. Ricardo Benavides,
provost marshal at MCAS Iwakuni.

“No matter where you go, it’s good to
maintain relationships. Being able to

go out in town with the Japan Maritime
Self-Defense Force displays our ties both
with Japan and its military.”
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http://www.mcasiwakuni.marines.
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Spectators enjoyed demonstrations,
performances, concerts, a flea market
and food vendors, and children were
provided photo opportunities with the
JMSDF and Iwakuni police.

HARICEMTE T 2DD YD TORRET A
&, TOBLEVIHAULZS FHH0D
IZZo 18667

Benavidez said with this being his first
time in Japan, the festival helped him
learn Japanese culture.
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“Regardless of whether you are
participating or going out in town, it is
one of those things in which you don’t
get to know the local population unless
you immerse yourself into it,” said
Benavides. “I had a good time and I'm
looking forward to possibly participating
next year . . . I would highly encourage
more people to participate in it.”
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Junior Officer Engagement Program strengthens US,
Japan interoperability
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Story and photos by:
Cpl. Aaron Henson
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Japan Air Self-Defense Force cadets with
the 12th Flight Training Wing, visited
Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni,
Japan, as part of the Junior Officer
Engagement Program Oct. 19, 2016.
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Held multiple times throughout the
year, the engagement program aims to
enhance the understanding and working
relationships between the American and
Japanese pilots.
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Japan Air Self-Defense Force aviation cadets with the 12th Flight Training Wing from JASDF Hofu-kita Air Base takes notes
during a Junior Officer Engagement Program at Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni, Japan, Oct. 19, 2016.
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During the visit, approximately 40 cadets
from the JASDF Hofu-kita Air Base
toured the air station to see an F/A-18D
Hornet assigned to Marine All-Weather
Fighter Attack Squadron 122 and a KC-
130dJ Super Hercules belonging to Marine
Aerial Refueler Transport Squadron

152. Cadets also took turns flying a KC-
130d flight simulator and learned about
Marine Aircraft Group 12 and the air
station.

M7 075 LTI MAG- 12854
FIREH 7Y FY BRI 2 A [ S i
FLRNLET, J&aHT DI MAG-12, izl
MY DR A Y - ) —= D, THii2e
E Nk o130 S TRATHIE SR Saol i it el o |
FEHEO AL THRSE R B E DK SIS RIS
R —Z—ZHREEE TS0, %72, FA-18

DBEREICDVTHAATELVET,

“The Junior Officer Engagement
Program is a program where MAG-12
and MCAS Iwakuni sponsor Japanese
training units to come here for a tour,”
said U.S. Marine Corps Maj. Thane
Norman, Marine Aviation Training
System Site and Operational Training
Complex officer in charge with MAG-12.
“They learned about the six functions
of Marine aviation, how Marines run
the Air Traffic Control tower and radar
at MCAS Iwakuni as well as during
expeditionary operations and FA-18
capabilities.”
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Norman said these visits provide
Marines and the JASDF an opportunity
to enhance mutual relationships and
create a shared understanding of how
each other work.
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“Having enhanced understanding of each
other provides for a closer relationship
and enhances our ability to operate in
the future,” said Norman.
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Visiting the air station provided the
cadets with the opportunity to interact
with U.S. Marines, gain a greater
knowledge of their present condition in
Japan and see how the Marine Corps
utilizes their aviation capabilities at
MCAS Iwakuni.
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JASDF Airman 1st Class Ryuji Inaba,
an aviation cadet with the 12th Flight
Training Squadron, said these tours
provide the cadets an easy way to
understand the roles and abilities of the
U.S. military and how important they
are in Japan.
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Norman said he hopes these tours
continue in the future because they
provide him an opportunity to directly
engage with the future of Japanese
aviation as well as future aviation
partners in Japan.
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A Japan Air Self-Defense Force aviation cadet with the 12th Flight Training Wing from

JASDF Hofu-kita Air Base sits in the pilot seat of a KC-130J Hercules during a Junior officer
engagement program at Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, Oct. 19, 2016.

http://www.mcasiwakuni.marines.
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Above: U.S. Marine Corps Capt. Donald Shrewsbury, a KC-
130J Hercules representative with Marine Aviation Training
System Site lwakuni, directs a Japan Air Self-Defense Force
aviation cadet with the 12th Flight Training Wing from JASDF
Hofu-kita Air Base while flying a KC-130J simulator during

a Junior officer engagement program at Marine Corps Air
Station Iwakuni, Japan, Oct. 19, 2016.
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US, Japan strengthen defense through Active Shield exercise
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Story by: Lance Cpl. Joseph Abrego
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U.S. Marines and Japan Ground Self-
Defense Force personnel conducted
exercise Active Shield at Marine Corps
Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, Nov. 8-11,
2016.
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Active Shield is an annual exercise
incorporating the air station’s defense
posture to test the abilities of U.S. and
Japanese forces to work alongside each
other to protect and defend MCAS
Iwakuni and other U.S. assets in the
region.
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The U.S. and Japanese forces shared
their techniques in different scenarios
ranging from standard vehicle searches,
response to suspicious packages,
perimeter breaches, chemical attacks
and other possible scenarios while being
on station.
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“It took a lot of coordination and
bilateral communication to bring this
together,” said U.S. Marine Corps 1st Lt.
Jonathan Boron, deputy provost marshal
for MCAS Iwakuni. “My expectations for
an exercise of this stature was that the
execution of events would be rough, but
that we would come together to create a
plan and keep the air station safe.”
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Despite cultural and language
differences, the Marines and JGSDF
worked together to successfully complete
tasks at hand.
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“Training with the (Japan Ground Self-
Defense Force) has been outstanding,”
said U.S. Marine Corps Sgt. Cameron
Cooley, special reaction team commander
with the Provost Marshal’s Office at
MCAS Iwakuni. “There’s been a lot

of integration and the only thing that
seemed to come between us was the
language barrier, but we seemed to
push past it by letting our tactics and
professionalism take the lead.”
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U.S. Marines and Japan Ground Self Defense Force
members executed exercise Active Shield at Marine Corps
Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, Nov. 10, 2016. Active Shield is
an annual exercise designed to test the abilities of U.S. and
Japanese forces to work alongside each other to protect
and defend Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni and other
U.S. assets in the region. Photo by Lance Cpl. Joseph Abrego
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Incorporation of tactics from both

forces was a vital part of Active Shield.
Marines and JGSDF were able to learn
from one another and solidify their weak
spots in training scenarios.
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“We incorporated the Japanese into our
training by always having them right
next to us,” said Cooley. “That built their
confidence in our techniques and we
would do the same with them. It's always
fun to watch and learn their tactics. I
know our tactics well, but seeing them
train and learning from them speaks

volumes about what we can accomplish
together.”
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While breaking language and cultural
barriers, the Marines and JGSDF
concluded training better prepared to
take a defensive posture if the need
arises.
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“This exercise correlates very well with
real life scenarios,” said Boron. “We
tried to imitate and simulate what our
adversaries would do in the event we go
into a station defense posture. It’s a very
good exercise to prepare everyone here
for anything that could happen.”

http://www.mcasiwakuni.marines.
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U.S. Marines and Japan Ground Self Defense Force
members executed exercise Active Shield at Marine Corps
Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, Nov. 10, 2016. Active Shield is
an annual exercise designed to test the abilities of U.S. and
Japanese forces to work alongside each other to protect
and defend Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni and other
U.S. assets in the region. Photo by Lance Cpl. Joseph Abrego
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Achieving better relations and perfecting
techniques used in likely situations is

a step to ensuring the safety of the air
station and the surrounding community.
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“T hope that this exercise continues to
progress,” said Boron. “We can keep
growing relationships and build esprit de
corps and goodwill between our countries.
It’s always a pleasure working with the
Japanese. They are very professional,
enthusiastic, have a great work ethic and
I'm looking forward to more interaction
between our cultures.”
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Friendship Day Air Show earns award
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Story by: Sgt. Nicole Zurbrugg

— AN ATIrbh I EEHiAES 3 —1n
#2> (ICAS: International Council of

Air Shows) D% EMEXT20164E12H8
H. K SeBk A Rz e <) > a—a3
2= TP —EAMCC) B ED T 107>
27 Ll SHiS B E 22 H L .
Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni and
Marine Corps Community Services
Iwakuni were awarded the Dick Schram
Memorial Community Relations Award
at the Chairman’s Banquet at the
International Council of Air Shows
Convention in Las Vegas, Dec. 8, 2016.
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The Dick Schram Memorial Community
Relations Award, the highest recognition
given to military bases by the
International Council of Air Shows, is
about exhibiting traditional community

13
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Courtesy photo by Larry Grace

relations as it considers the needs of

its civilian neighbors, but it sets new
standards of excellence in this area by
including its community in the planning,
executions and rewards of the event.
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“MCAS Iwakuni is the first international
air show to ever receive this award,”

said U.S. Marine Corps Lt. Col. Robert
E. Carlson, air operations officer and
Friendship Day 2016 director. “The
[award] personifies the excellent
relationship between MCAS Iwakuni
and its neighbors, with neighbors
extending well beyond Yamaguchi
prefecture and into Tokyo and Kyushu.”
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From left, U.S. Marine Corps Lt. Col. Carlson, air operations officer, Robert Rudolph, Marine Corps Community Service

U.S. Marine Corps GySgt. Michael Nelson, Air Traffic Control tower chief, and U.S. Marine
Corps Maj. Nathan Hoff, assistant operations officer, received the Dick Schram Memorial Community Relations Award at

the Chairman’s Banquet at the annual International Council of Air Shows Convention in Las Vegas, Nevada, Dec. 8, 2016.

#

MCAS Iwakuni has held the annual
Friendship Day Air Show since 1973,
but 2015 was the first-ever bilaterally
sponsored show with Japan Maritime
Self-Defense Force Fleet Air Wing 31.
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The one-day event is the U.S. Marine
Corps’ largest annual community
relations event in Japan bringing in
approximately 165,000 guests in 2015
and 175,000 guests in 2016.
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According to Carlson, a few things that
stood out about the Iwakuni air show
were the concept of giving back to the
community, the exceptional coordination
between Fleet Air Wing-31 and

MCAS Iwakuni, excellent and diverse
performers, teamwork and messaging.

http://www.mcasiwakuni.marines.
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“The award was earned due to the

effort of over 1,000 Marines, civilians
and master labor contractors who made
Friendship Day 2016 a success in light
of much larger obstacles,” said Carlson.
“Ultimately, innovation and collaboration
won the award.”

20164EDMiIZES a2 — DEWFEL T, D
2HARBINTICREE LT e AR R DRz L 2H %
DARICE ST REGEEZZT T MED
WeSEHRERIE B O 7=, g b A FERR IS |-
JERDIFEALEZINDRDT-— )i T BET
— B OB EEIZ AT L TR T 5 h
g LTz,

Planning and execution of the 2016 air
show was uniquely impacted by nearby
earthquakes within two weeks of the
event, followed by numerous aftershocks.
While Japan Maritime Self-Defense
Force pulled most of their displays out
to support the earthquake relief effort,
they diligently searched for a way to
simultaneously support the event and
relief efforts.
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“Participation by the Japanese Girl
Scouts and Japanese Red Cross saved
the 2016 event,” said Carlson. “Their
participation changed the perception of
the event because they provided direct
opportunity to donate to the Kumamoto
earthquake relief efforts. These
organizations collected 702,304 Yen to
directly support relief efforts that would
not have been generated otherwise.”
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Without the mutual trust and friendship
between the U.S. and Japan, the 2016
air show would have been drastically
less successful. Between the media,

local Japanese government and MCAS
Iwakuni staff, pulling off Friendship Day
2016 demonstrated the remarkable bond
with the host nation.

FawyevaS Wil ZmEEHE, 7 A

L Event participants gather around a static display during the 40th Friendship Day Air Show at Marine Corps Air Station
Iwakuni, Japan, May 5, 2016. Since 1973, MCAS Iwakuni has conducted a single-day air show and open house specifically

- = designed to foster positive relationships between the air station and its Japanese hosts, and the event traditionally draws
more than 200,000 visitors and participants. Photo by Gunnery Sgt. Ricardo Morales
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“The Dick Schram Memorial Community
Relations Award is well recognized in

the U.S. Air Show community,” said U.S.
Marine Corps Maj. Nathan Hoff, assistant
operations officer. “Here on base, receiving
recognition for the hard work and the
great community relationship that has
been built overtime will help remind us of
the importance of such an event. I expect
that it will help refocus those who have
supported previous Friendship Days and
energize newcomers that have not had the
opportunity to support. I also anticipate
that ... support for the event will also
grow with the positive recognition of the
event. With this support will come more
opportunity to showcase the military
capability of both the U.S. forces and
JSDE.”
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Marines commemorate historic Japanese samurai
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ai march down the street during the 27th annual Kuragake Festival and Samurai Parade in Iwakuni

in transforming into samurai warriors to march in the parade, commemorating their great battle of 1555.

GREHG V=T T T EHY
Story and photos by:
Sgt. Nicole Zurbrugg
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“Oyakata-sama!” Warrior voices
thundered over the crowd to encourage
their lord on to combat, to never give
in and to battle for true faith. “Ei, ei,
0000000h!” Samurai responded to the
order of battle to death.
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To commemorate the great battle of faith
in 1555, Iwakuni City held the 27th
annual Kuragake Castle Festival and
Samurai Parade. This year, five U.S.
Marines from Marine Corps Air Station
Iwakuni participated in the march
garbed in traditional samurai costume
and shouting their battle cry.
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In preparation for “battle,” participants
were ushered into a makeshift dressing
room and transformed from civilian to
samurai warrior. Decked out in armor,
head gear, swords and spears, the troops
practiced their war cries before marching
down the streets to a local temple to pray
for safety and strength.
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“During my transformation to a samurai,
I was amazed at how similar the samurai
and Marines are,” said U.S. Marine Corps
Cpl. Waiyan Tin, a combat videographer
and parade participant stationed at
MCAS Iwakuni. “The samurai were not
afraid to sacrifice themselves in order to
protect their families and land.”
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Emboldened from prayer, the warriors,
marched to the town square to convince
their lord that they were ready for battle.
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“Our squad’s role was to be the advance
group leading the troops into battle and
trying to keep the massive enemy at bay
as long as possible,” said Kida Shoji, an
event participant and advance squad
chief.
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Falling into formation at the town
square, the chiefs joined the lord in front
to help plead the warriors longing for
battle. The warriors cast their voices
loud, “Oyakata-sama! (My lord!)” to
show their motivation and dedication.
Convinced, the lord called for a battle

to death. The samurai responded with a

motivated, “Ei, ei, ooooooooh!”
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“It was so impressive and I felt so much
power and strength from walking in the
same squad as the Marines,” said Shoji.
“This is a great opportunity to have U.S.
and Japanese citizens get together and
I absolutely want the Marines to come
back next year.”
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The service members and Japanese
posed for pictures with onlookers,
feasted on traditional Japanese cuisine
and enjoyed the colorful festival.
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“I felt humble and appreciative of being
a part of such an amazing culture that is
rich in tradition,” said Tin. “Being able
to participate with the local Japanese
people was such a great experience.”

http://www.mcasiwakuni.marines.
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U.S. Marines from Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni pose for a picture at the 27th annual Kuragake Festival and Samurai
Parade in Iwakuni City, Japan, Nov. 20, 2016. The Marines were transformed from service members to samurai warriors

with traditional samurai armor, swords, spears and helmets before marching down the streets of Kuga demonstrating their
strength and courage before going to battle.
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Samurai warriors yell out in encouragement during the 27th annual Kuragake Festival and Samurai
Parade in lwakuni City, Japan, Nov. 20, 2016. The warriors motivated their lord to call a battle to death.
Marines from Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni were invited to join in the historic parade, donning
| traditional samurai armor, swords, spears and helmets, and marching alongside local Japanese.

16



www.mcasiwakunijp.marines.mil/

ARFFH R EREMR D FRBLEIIVAIRIN=T1

Aircraft Rescue and Firefighting Marines bring Christmas to orphans
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Story and photos by:

Lance Cpl. Gabriela Garcia-Herrera
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U.S. Marines with Aircraft Rescue and
Firefighting, or ARFF, held a Christmas
party for the ARFF Tsuta Orphanage

at Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni,
Japan, Dec. 10, 2016.
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ARFF holds the celebration annually to
help spread holiday cheer to the orphans
and to bring service members, their
families and Japanese together.
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Activities such as a bouncy house,
Christmas cookie decorating and games
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U:SiMarine Corps Lance Cpl. Jeffery Deal, aircraft rescue and firefighting specialist, passes a candy cane to May Yamane, a child
_,mlth,!ﬁe lokal orphanage, during the ARFF Tsuta Orphanage Christmas party at Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, Dec.
& g 1‘20‘15 RRFF holds the celebration annually to help spread holiday cheer to the orphans and to bring service members, their
4} %, families and Japanese together.
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were available to the children during the
event.
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Marines volunteered their time and
provided the children with a homemade,
American meal.
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ARFF shared Christmas dinner with

the orphans and workers from the Tsuta
Orphanage to help their relationship grow.
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“Sitting down to eat is something
everyone does,” said U.S. Marine Corps
Lance Cpl. Israel Booth, aircraft rescue
and firefighting specialist. “We're all
able to join in communion and through
fellowship we're able to create bonds and
bridges with each other.”
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After dinner a special guest came to
greet the children. Santa Claus sat in a
red sleigh and passed out presents and
candy canes to the children.
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“Marines were given the name, age and
gender of a child from the orphanage,”
said Lance Cpl. Allison Jenkins,
administration clerk and aircraft rescue
and firefighting specialist. “We were able
to get gifts for them and make the event
come together.”
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Right: A child from ARFF Tsuta Orphanage, plays corn hole during
the ARFF Tsuta Christmas party at Marine Corps Air Station
Iwakuni, Japan, Dec. 10, 2016. ARFF holds the event annually to
help spread Christmas cheer to the orphans and to bring service
members, their families and the Japanese together. Activities such
as a bouncy house, Christmas cookie decorating and games were
available to the children during the event.
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Left: U.S. Marines with Aircraft Rescue and Firefighting, and
their families sit together with Japanese locals from ARFF
Tsuta Orphanage for a Christmas dinner at Marine Corps Air
Station Iwakuni, Japan, Dec. 10, 2016. ARRF holds a Christmas
party every year to help spread Christmas cheer to the
orphans, and to bring service members, their families and

the Japanese together. Marines volunteered their time and
provided the children witha h de, American meal.

Jenkins also said seeing the kids
brighten up was the best part. They run
up to people and give them high fives
and despite the language barrier the
children are still happy and laughing.
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Marines from ARFF have celebrated

the holidays with their sponsored, local
orphanage since the 1990s to spread
Christmas spirit.
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“Events like this may seem small, but
they’re important,” said Booth. “Any time
Americans and Japanese come together
as one big happy family, where we can
sit down, eat and have a good time is
significant to building that relationship
we have with the Japanese.”
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U.S. Marine Corps Staff‘}"g . Sean Deg, left, the Aircraft Rescue and
" Firefighting station captain, and Gunnery Sgt. Matthew Viehl,

| assistant chief of operations at ARFF, prepare to serve food for the
‘J
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ARFF Tsuta Orphanage Christmas party at Marine Corps Air Station
Iwakuni, Japan, Dec. 10, 2016.
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Story and photos by:
Cpl. Aaron Henson
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Approximately 200 station residents,
Japanese civilians and their families
participated in the Special Olympics
Nippon Hiroshima at Marine Corps Air
Station Iwakuni, Japan, Oct. 2, 2016.
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This program provides year-round
training for upcoming competitions in

a variety of Olympic-style sports, and

it is catered to children and adults with
mental and learning disabilities.
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Athletes received medals after completing a duathlon during the Special Olympics Nippon Hiroshima at Marine Corps A
Station Iwakuni, Japan, Oct. 2, 2016.
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Activities held at the Special Olympics
Nippon Hiroshima included basketball,
futsal, tennis, bowling and a duathlon.
During the competition, athletes,
volunteers and guests expressed
enthusiasm as they interacted and
experienced new cultures.
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“Today we are concentrating on what we
call ‘unified sports’ where athletes and
people from the community enjoy sports
together,” said Frank Thornton, Special
Olympics sports trainer and event
director.
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Yoshiko Kawamura, a Special Olympics

athlete, said she chose basketball as her
sport and was ecstatic to score a basket.
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The Special Olympics instills confidence,
inspires a sense of competition

and improves health through the
transformative power of sports. Hosting
the event here helps service members and
their families build stronger relationships
with Japanese civilians by breaking
language barriers and promoting positive
interaction in a foreign country.
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“This is a really important event,”

said Mark Lange, event volunteer and
a teacher at Matthew C. Perry High
School. “I'm out here with my tennis
players because making friends with
the Japanese is important, and I think
they should give something back to the
community.”
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As the 10th Special Olympics
Hiroshima held at the air station, event
coordinators hope to publicize the event
and encourage more athletes to compete.
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“I started this event 10 years ago,” said
Thornton. “I came on base with about
40 athletes where we bowled and had
lunch. Now 10 years later, the 40 people
have increased to over 200. Hopefully
this will continue to get bigger. I would
like to thank everyone, especially the
volunteers that found time to come

out and make a difference. I'm looking
forward to seeing everyone again next
year.”

http://www.mcasiwakuni.marines.
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Athletes play basketball during the Special Olympics Nippon Hiroshima at Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, Oct. 2,
2016.
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An athlete competes in a bowling competition during the Special Olympics Nippon Hiroshima at Marine Corps Air Station
Iwakuni, Japan, Oct. 2, 2016. —_—
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INTERVIEW WITH A MARINE
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Photo by Sgt. Carlos Cruz Jr.

Q1. BREICABL-EREHRITIIEEL,
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Q1. Why did you join to the Marine Corps?

A1. It was something that | wanted to do since | was little. | love
the structure and the physical aspects. When | got to high school,
| actually saw a Marine and did some research, and | felt that the
Marine Corps is more what | wanted to do.

Q2. BHFITOVTEI P LBHLBATI S,

A2. EEEDBEKELEDIESZINWLHELLITONTVST
EITHITBEAETY. EREEPIRERZE KEICE T 515
% EREICEEER L. ELKY AT AICAIENTWA I EZERLTL
3

Q2. Could you please describe your job in more detail?
A2.1am responsible for ensuring that all Marines on this base are
paid correctly. From entitlements to deployments, | ensure the
record is good and input them into the system correctly.

Q3. (B THLNERLAIL, FFELILIIFATTH?

A3 IEREPBENELGLEBIIEEINTITH L FADMAEIICIE
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BITDWTTIFAE BIAIRL TV AT NIRRTV EE A
ABTHELGILF ABIEIEBRICEIBICITILEDBYERA
DB EDIEHREZEE T EDIEERGLELEBHTEHEET
T MMDOBREDEFZKTEFEIF TERTEN HBTC—BFELT
ETY,

Q3. Do you have any difficult part and favorite part of your
job?

A3. Our job is always changing, always evolving because orders
and correspondents are always changing. My job is to ensure that
myself and my Marines are being trained to keep up with those
changes, such as the systems, forms, and pay changes before
certain entitlement.

My favorite part is we may not be in combat, but it is very
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Origin: Tucson, Arizona

Job:  Personal Management Branch

important to know that you are taking care of other Marines.
Being able to help them to accomplish their mission is my
favorite part.

Q4. 7AVHTHFARITEICHSHEELESECTTH?
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Q4. Where in the U.S. or in your hometown would you
recommend Japanese tourists visit?

A4.1 would say go to Arizona. If you go to Tombstone in Arizona,
it is very beautiful. Up north, Prescott has snow and is very green.
There is also old Tucson, it is called “Old Tucson Studio” where are
a lot of western movies are made.

Q5. BFT—BIFELILBATTH?

A5. BERD AL D ETEALBE L RNG LA E el BR2HD
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BETARINEKRIFETT, BAT—HBRANATODIFIRFH T
IRE—HBIITER LD ETHEELWERVE L,

Q5. What do you love most about Japan?

A5. I love that the people are very polite, very kind, and the
whole country is very clean. | wish that in the States we would
hold people accountable for their trash. | love the greens and
the mountains in Japan. The first place | visited in Japan is Kintai
Bridge, and took my daughters for a hike. | just thought it was so
beautiful.

Q6. BETHERLI=LZERBIETH?
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Q6. What do you hope to experience in Japan?

Aé. | really want to go to Miyajima soon. | want to visit as many
places as possible to see the culture as much as | can.

Ql. BREICABLEEBREHATIIEL,
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Q1. Why did you join to the U.S. Marine Corps?

A1.ljoined because | want to give back to our beautiful country
and serve my country, to be part of the great team that is
maintaining peace around the world. Being a Marine is not just a
job, it is a way of life. Becoming a Marine is the best decision that
| have ever made in my life.

Q2. {tETHLWZERATTH?
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HBBGEIEGHEDYEE A,

Q2. What are the difficult parts?

A2. | believe that is a matter of perception, something that could
be perceived as difficult could be somewhat challenging, but | try
to rise to the occasion and break that barrier. Everyday is difficult
because being a Marine itself is a daily challenge. You have to
strive to better yourself on a daily basis. | am always striving to be
the best supply Marine that the Marine Corps itself can ever have.
Nothing is easy in the Marine Corps, the mental challenge and it
is physically demanding as well.

Q3. 7AUVHEATHEARITEICEISHBELISECTIH?

A3. AT ZIHICEDTERBDIBAC I DR A7 I T—BYHF
ERDIFREENBNAERTHIETT . XAT7ITREZT D5
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Q3. Where in the U.S. would you recommend Japanese tourists
visit?

A3. Miami is a paradise for everybody. It is just an amazing place.
My favorite thing to do in Miami is to explore the cuisine. You
have so many cultures mixed in one place, it is beautiful thing to
see. Miami is tropical and really humid. It is a touristic place so
they like to welcome people.

Q4. BXRT—H/BIFELILRBATTH?
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Q4. What do you love most about Japan?

A4. 1t is the smiles that people have in Japan. It is nothing like

| have ever seen anywhere else. In Japan, people are smiling

with their heart. The Japanese people are so nice and respectful,
willing to help always.

Q5. BFICRTEWLILIZATTH?
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Q5. What surprised you most about living in Japan?

A5. The surprising thing for me is the feeling of being so safe in
this country. My first night in Japan, it was around 11 o'clock in
the night. | was on a train from the airport. | saw kids on the train,
and | was shocked. The kids were traveling by themselves and all
happy. That was really amazing.

Q6. BFRTHERLIEWLZEEHYETH?

A6. EDIEAFEDVIITIOER > TVE T, K le. RENCHITOT
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Q6. What do you hope to experience in Japan?

A6. 1 would like to go to Sapporo festival, and | definitely want

to go to Kyoto to see the Golden Temple. As well as wearing a
samurai kimono, and holding Katana, that is my bucket list.

ROT VIV T —=A R
Sgt. Mackenson Jean Louis
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Overcoming differences, growing relationships

SR ATV AN T=NLIFEE
Story by :
Lance Cpl. Gabriela Garcia-Herrera
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“Good morning” and “ohayo gozaimasu”
are two different ways to communicate
the same thing.
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Differences can tear people apart, but the
Japanese American Society held the 55th
Annual Japanese and English Speech
Contest to celebrate differences, bringing
Americans from Marine Corps Air Station
Iwakuni and Japanese locals together

at the Sinfonia Iwakuni Concert Hall in
Iwakuni City, Japan, Nov. 13, 2016.
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People from two different cultures
bonded and built stronger relationships
by learning about one another’s
language. Experiencing a different
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way of life can open eyes and change
someone’s way of thinking.
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Contestants were judged on articulation,
enunciation and clear and concise
speaking, as well as their overall
performance. The winner of the
advanced portion of the contest was
Capt. Elliot Rasmussen, officer in charge
of legal assistance. He told the story of
his first encounter with Japanese locals,
sharing the connection he had with a
lady because of their similar dialects.
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“I've participated in many activities
with Japanese. I think it makes you
step outside your box and view yourself,

your own people and your own culture
differently,” said Petty Officer 2nd
Class Jared Pace, a contestant in the
speech contest. “When you’re in the
states everything is so egocentric. When
you step out of that where you're the
minority, it helps you see things in a
different perspective.”
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Despite the language barriers and
cultural differences, the contest created
one similarity between the Japanese and
Americans — the want to increase the
relationship between the two different
ways of life.
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“Americans are similar to Japanese and
we get along well particularly through
the children,” said U.S. Marine Corps Col.
Richard F. Fuerst, commanding officer
of MCAS Iwakuni, “Learning to speak
each other’s languages just kind of builds
familiarity with each other and we can
continue to have a good relationship.”
2016511 A138, YV 74 =T EETH
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Contestants pose for a picture after
receiving their awards at the 55th
Annual Japanese and English Speech
Contest at Iwakuni Sinfonia in

Iwakuni City, Japan, Nov. 13, 2016.
Photo by Sgt. Carlos Cruz



