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42nd Friendship Day continues making history on air station EE %Z“ &ﬁ lj—% % ll- 2 IEI 7 I/\/ I{‘Q/ W j)j_—"_
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- diERgEEE Iwakuni Marines aid a boatman at Kintai Bridge A2nd Friendship Day continues making
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Iwakuni volunteers visit Josho Hoikuen hlStO I"y on air Stathn
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Japanese civilian creates site with potential to save millions of dollars
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Station residents shop for experience at local wholesale food market
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Yamaguchi Track Association hosts US-Japan friendship softball tournament
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Neighbors share culture through exchange
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Cultivating unique Japanese experiences
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Station residents take to the fields, plant rice
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Interview with service members :

Cpl. Andrew Walch & Pfc. Joshua J. Kuffour
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MCAS Iwakuni leadership hosts first event in Sound of Freedom campaign
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Story by: Sgt. N.W. Huertas
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Throughout the decades, Marine Corps

Air Station Iwakuni has celebrated the

friendship between two nations with an

annual air show. The event has provided
two cultures with a unique experience as
they come together to share a day of live
performances, vendors and fun.
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“Friendship Day is a community
relations event that started in 1973,”
said U.S. Marine Corps Maj. Dwain
Donaldson, the deputy director for
Friendship Day. “This year will be the
42nd Friendship Day and the fourth year
we've worked hand in hand with Japan
Maritime Self-Defense Force.
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According to Donaldson, the airshow
attracts a diverse amount of people

from the local area as well as all over
Japan. Crowds of people gather to see
not only the live performances but the
demonstration of capabilities between
the U.S. armed forces and the JMSDF.
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“MCAS Iwakuni works closely with the
JMSDF, the city of Iwakuni and many
other agencies in order to successfully
execute this great event,” said U.S.
Marine Corps Col. Richard Fuerst,
commanding officer of MCAS Iwakuni.
“It highlights our common interests, our
common goals and demonstrates that

3

we need to have mutual cooperation in
order to support our alliance here in
the Indo-Asia Pacific, and maybe most
importantly, it is also a lot of fun no
matter what nationality you are.”
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Some of the demonstrations and
performances this year included the U.S.
Army Golden Knight’s aerial parachute
demonstration team, Japan Air Self-
Defense Force F-2 demonstration

team, U.S. Airforce F-16 demonstration
team, and several Marine Corps aerial
performances and static displays.
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This year, the Marine Corps F-35B
Lightning II conducted its first ever
display of its aerial capabilities in the
Pacific Region. Its aerial acrobatics
impressed the crowed as it revealed its
unique capabilities.
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Last year’s Friendship Day attracted
approximately 200,000 people who
flocked to the air station. The number

of attendees has steadily grown
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A U.S. Marine and Japanese guests come together during the 42nd Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force -
Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni Friendship Day at MCAS Iwakuni, Japan, May 5, 2018. Lance Cpl. Andrew

Neumann

since the first introduction of the

air show. Hundreds of thousands of
attendees have received a once in a
lifetime opportunity to see some of the
capabilities of these military entities
first hand.
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“Something that I think is important for
Friendship Day is that we do a Marine
Air-Ground Task Force demonstration,
which is a combination of aviation and
ground,” said Donaldson.
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The MAGTF demonstration was a
combination of ground and air assets

to showcase interoperability. It utilized
both fixed-wing and tiltrotor aircraft like
the MV-22B Osprey, KC-130 J Super
Hercules, tactical jets and elements

like Explosive Ordnance Disposal and a
simulated tactical insert with Marines.
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http://www.mcasiwakuni.marines.
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MCAS Iwakuni is an important strategic
base to both Japan and the United
States,” said Fuerst. “On MCAS Iwakuni
we have the U.S. Marine Corps Marine
Air Group 12, Navy Carrier Air Wing 5
and JMSDF Fleet Air Wing 31, which is
a unique combination of forces not only
in Japan but anywhere in the world.
This partnership is very important to
our collective success in the region.
MCAS Iwakuni gives our civilian
diplomats, both American and Japanese,
the ability to negotiate from a position
of strength. The fact that we co-host

this event with our close allies, JMSDF
FAW-31, highlights the level of our
cooperation. We hold Friendship Day to
show the local citizens our appreciation.”
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The air show brings more than just
aerial acrobatics to all those who attend.
It provides a window into the world of
how far two nations have come together
throughout the years as operational
entities and a community.
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“Friendship Day is a very important day
for the Marine Corps and specifically
MCAS Iwakuni,” said Fuerst. “MCAS
Iwakuni is grateful to be a part of

the community here in Iwakuni, the
surrounding cities and within the
Yamaguchi and Hiroshima prefectures.
We have a great relationship, and we
are very interested in maintaining that
relationship. Friendship Day is just one
of the ways we show our appreciation to
the citizens of Japan and to also provide
more transparency into the kind of
operations we conduct here on MCAS
Iwakuni.”
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Iwakuni|MarinesiaidlalboatmanatiKintai Bridge
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Story and photos by:
Lance Cpl. Lauren Brune
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Cherry blossom petals fell at their feet
as they strolled alongside the Nishiki
River, drinking popular Japanese drinks,
while hundreds of smiling faces took
photos near the Kintaikyo Bridge.
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U.S. Marine Corps Cpl. Dawson
Hatzman, an engineer assistant,

and Cpl. Lucas Iacarella, a combat
engineer, both with Marine Wing
Support Squadron 171 at Marine Corps
Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, noticed a
sightseeing-cruise boat trapped under
the bridge. The boat was in a precarious
position and risked being swept
downstream to nearby rapids.
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The boatman managed to drop the

" anchor in a desperate attempt to stop

B the boat at the bottom of the bridge, but
i the current proved too rapid. He jumped
into the cold water and tried to push

the boat upstream but was unable to

\ overcome the force of the Nishiki River.
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¥ Hatzman and Iacarella made the quick

= decision to run across the bridge and

B down to the water’s edge where they

kicked off their shoes to help the man

and his passengers.
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* Together the Japanese boatman and the
two Marines pushed the boat back to the

ZTRIEDF—Y7 Ny IR AR, IV YR/ ARIGSHFIRES
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# == U.S. Marine Corps Cpl. Dawson Hatzman, an engineer assistant with Marine Wing Support Squadron (MWSS) 171, stands
= under the Kintaikyo Bridge for a photo in Iwakuni City, Japan, May 1, 2018.
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safety of the far side of the river. The
man thanked them for their help, and
they went separate ways. The boatman
sent a letter to MCAS Iwakuni thanking
the two men for their help that day, in
Iwakuni City, Japan, April 1, 2018.
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“I don’t think it’s heroic. It’s something

that everybody should do,” said Hatzman.

“We were across the bridge and noticed
that one of the boats that takes tourists
across the river was at a standstill. One
of the boatmen was in the water trying to
get the boat free with no luck.”

NIRRT AV Al R AT
Ha e bicizTihizce il 3 K%
KEDEEZLIZE->TEA LD, [EV
9. ~ ANOIL B UTHIgZ T Jefifi
RERREEGINEIRT LD TE,
Hatzman said he never expected an event
to oceur that would test what the Marine

Fias . h e 3 K -
s SREIBECTEEMERBILIEORFISOWTHIATS, B171iBEME
| ERESZIERE (MWSS-171) TV THIEDR—Y - NI /AR,
U.S. Marine Corps Cpl. Dawson Hatzman, an engineer assistant with
i Marine Wing Support Squadron (MWSS) 171, explains how he helped
aboatman at the Ki

Corps has instilled in them over the years.
TR TG

yo Bridge in |

i City, Japan, May 1,2018.

They took initiative to help the boatman
to get the passengers back to safety.

AN OREMRERIA T, WIS TDOANZENTS §
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L& R E - AN ADTUETHS,
Making quick decisions to help someone
you don’t know, while possibly risking
your safety, displays the fundamental
traits of honor, courage and commitment =
all Marines are expected to live by. Every R
invidual Marine has the responsibility to _—
demonstrate these traits with everyday
actions they take.
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“I think that’s the whole purpose of
being a Marine,” said Hatzman. “Taking
the initiative to step up and make a
difference in the world. It’s our duty to,
wherever we can. [t’s important because
we get to build that relationship (with
our Japanese hosts).”
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Volunteers from Mar orps Air S!atlo
Iwakuni City, Japan; M:
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U.S. Marine Corps Pfc. Francisco Casanova, an aviation operations specialist with
Marine All-Weather Fighter Attack Squadron (V| ?:42, interacts with students
from Josho Hoikuen preschool in Iwakuni City, Japan, May 15, 2018.
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lwakuni volunteers visit Josho Holkuen

FHEGH L2 a—E N K E
Story and photos by:
Lance Cpl. Seth Rosenberg
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Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni
residents visited Josho Hoikuen
preschool in Iwakuni City, Japan, May
15, 2018.
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Volunteers taught basic English, sang
and played games with the children.
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Staff from the Marine Memorial Chapel
led the event and spent their morning
with the students, in the classroom and
on the playground.
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“These visits started 13 years ago,”

said Noriko Yamada, an administrative
specialist with Headquarters and
Headquarters Squadron. “MCAS
Iwakuni representatives visited Iwakuni
City’s city hall and asked what we can do
in the community. They said that schools
want us to come and give them basic
English classes. We came back on base,
gathered volunteers, and now we visit
schools every month.”

SA DA 2y 7 X HICAm] ARE R Y)
HEE D2 LTOT IR T > 71 71
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The chapel staff heads events at a local
school four times per month. The events
teach students English skills and share
American culture with the students.
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Ayako Harada, a teacher at Josho
Hoikuen preschool, said that it is a good
opportunity for the students to learn
new things about the English language
and to experience new cultures.
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The students were given the chance

to learn from native English speakers
about geography, numbers, and songs
like “Head, Shoulders, Knees and Toes,”
and “Happy Birthday.” The volunteers
also got to work with kids and represent
MCAS Iwakuni in the community.
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“It’s a great opportunity to strengthen
relations between MCAS Iwakuni and
the local community,” said U.S. Navy
Aircrew Survival Equipmentman 3rd
Class Deja Jenkins with Headquarters
and Headquarters Squadron.

5A158. RS/ T4 THHMLEBRH B A7y — LELED5ES
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A Josho Hoikuen preschool student runs during a game led
by volunteers with the Marine Memorial Chapel in Iwakuni
City, Japan, May 15, 2018.
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Japanese civilian creates site with potential to save millions of dollars
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Story and photos by:
Lance Cpl. Andrew Jones
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The F-35 Lightning II aircraft is a fifth-
generation fighter with three variants
and is slated to replace U.S. military
legacy fighter aircraft in the coming
years.
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With a program of this size, there are
checks and balances set in place to
ensure that contract 1
aircraft are being
government is getting

COMEREIE T Mtk 0
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Those checks and
form of the F-35
Quality Assura
the Pacific area of'¥
Task Force.
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“We are in charge of setting up the F-35
program in the Pacific area of regard,”
said U.S. Marine Corps Capt. Justin Ito,
the officer in charge of the Pacific area
of regard SATAF stationed at MCAS
Iwakuni. “Some of the things that we
are responsible for are contracts and
contract performance. With the F-35 you
have a lot of really expensive contracts
and the government wants to make

sure that they are getting their end of
the deal. What does that mean? The
government needs someone out here to
evaluate contract performance.”
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Katsuji Tahara, an information
technology specialist with the
communication and information
systems department for Headquarters
and Headquarters Squadron, and an |
Iwakuni City resident, stepped up to
create a SharePoint website wher:
contract officer representativ
the results of their evalua
an_audi he indexang and tracking
) ’H SharePoin

ion, termed

can track

DE 1
f'-. 1mng

0l
.
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Statlg i, Ja 1, 2018,
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Tahara received the recognition for his
assistance in creating the SharePoint

in four days. The site will be used for
documenting, tracking and viewing
audits of government contracts for work
relating to the F-35 Lightning IT aircraft
system.

HEBTNCH T, ZNFGEADMES T2 A M
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“In the big picture, what he did was
leaps and bounds over what he should
be doing,” said David Naseer, an F-35
COR and Pacific area of regard SATAF
strategist working at MCAS Iwakuni.
“We gave this to him last week, and it
was done in four days. He got it done
very, very quickly because we impressed
upon him the urgency, complexity and
importance of the overall program.”

T 7 EPIRK TR IS0 B B e St
bajﬁﬁﬁ—?%é°

Naseer is m;ﬁle for conducting
audits throughout the Pz

&

OIS
C3 507 BF-35%4%)
i T o Tz,
Point was put in place
COR existed, no

COYAIDEAE
Tl 208
PEKRE)

conducted on contracts
t fell under this SATAF.

AP VDY Fedonk=o = O SR o 2
L TR EEAVELE,
SRR TERR L, 2 7 SAHCOR
S XBEHICHHYBTEEL
NSDOREEEHZIMTE
SAEVELE ALY

ed that we didn’t

g these audits, so
we wWe of our way, pushed the
paperwork and did everything that we
needed to get Naseer designated as a
COR, so we can do these audits and have
more transparency,” said Ito.

A NI KEIZCORDALHZEO HI U, S2H2E
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Ito has taken many steps to ensure the
quality and the effectiveness of the work
done by contractors through his efforts in
creating a billet for a COR. Additionally,
his forward thinking combined with the
efforts of Naseer and Tahara have made
progress that he says has the potential
to save millions of dollars and can be
utilized by other F-35 units.

http://www.mcasiwakuni.marines.
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U.S. Marine Corps Capt. Justin Ito, left, the officer in charge of the Pacific area of regard
Site Activation Task Force stationed at Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS) Iwakuni, and
Katsuji Tahara, an information technology specialist with the communication and
information systems department for Headquarters and Headquarters Squadron, shake
hands at MCAS Iwakuni, Japan, April 11, 2018.

BHFROTAVICES, DI REBRI KRB (HHS)  GEBEIEIR R T LB, (BRERGE D2 NG HhYY
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HA P DIERICRALITEICHLT, MRS MEhTz, —

Katsuji Tahara, an information technology specialist with the communication and
information systems department for Headquarters and Headquarters Squadron, sits

at his desk at Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS) Iwakuni, Japan, April 11, 2018. Tahara
was presented with a letter of appreciation for his creation of a SharePoint site that
stores information from audits that are performed on contracts for the F-35 Lightning Il
aircraft.
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Station residents shop for experience at local wholesale food market

gHEGF LY T —— Sk
Story and photos by:
Lance Cpl. Lauren Brune

LY [k A5 ] 19 H, 5 1 vl 7
Ay Setisyziine,

Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni
residents visited a local wholesale market
in Iwakuni City, Japan, May 19, 2018.

Bl TR SNB ORI N TEY,
SINUT M N R S 0, 1735,
BIZZFORHZIKGEDHOIIZIELATR,
The trip to the wholesale market allowed
station residents to attend a local food
market where vendors sell fresh fish,
fruits, vegetables, and sweets like mochi
balls and snow cones.

SNHOITR S = HEEICEHMNT
WA, S EADSIT %Y 77— ks
W75 L5, g1 TR LTz,

This is the first time the Cultural
Adaptation Program organized this
event for residents. This market happens
every third Saturday of the month.

Ty 7 —&, S N D3 chisgic
WA EED AN M T, JEiETD
F. %V ra—a32=7 4P —EAMCCS),
XALRR T AT T DT ZF AN IFLEA,
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R BRGERLLTENTEX LT,
“This is a great opportunity to join a
community,” said Mikie Watanabe,

a cultural adaptation specialist with
Marine Corps Community Services.
“They get to enjoy shopping and see local
products like vegetables, fruit and meat.”

HiICEE 2L X mANcilinadoy
A—AARY R 5a—e—BKkOBETH
L. ZNZ Nl NOMINZZ NS L.
JEHE NG A HNCi N oW 2 BGR LTz,
Upon arrival, everyone was greeted with
coffee and water provided by a local
coffee shop near the market. Maps were
handed out and the residents were free
to explore what the market had to offer.

BMON TR FFONRYEE. 5Tk
BIIEOREENEONTOT AN T
B Hils =, fao R iz}
SO T DR HEOTOI,

Outside the building there were vendors
selling grilled eel, colorful mochi balls
and flowers. Vendor’s voices echoed the
prices and types of fish being sold as

13

shoppers walked through the warehouse.

SHTIZ DRI E TS IO DORIDE DN
TV ZDZRICIIFED FHRZFF>ThOr
STV,

Fruit and vegetables filled boxes outside,
where vendors were ready to bag them
for customers.

TR EMIDE A T2, —F/ X o
12T, JLahT DI, COHBMUIETY Y
Y5 ynEA,

“My favorite part was the fresh produce,”
said Alyssa Granillo, an MCAS Iwakuni
resident.

g

DD ITED L ATV DRI
ANDEED, e NS TIPSR N D0 IE L
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Towards the end of the market, everyone
gathered around a stage where there
was an auction for remaining produce
and meat.

I RFANEADFHHICK B L e Tl
MPEEEEDBIDICS MU THifiE 21 0 W
ZEIDOED, TOHIZIEH TN RWITI R
EHOWUIRISRDDEDXS KD E Y
B8, 5tk DTHD ZITO B0
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Watanabe explained that vendors go

to an auction to buy fresh produce and
meat for the market, and that having a
small auction allowed local Iwakuni City
residents and visitors from the base to
experience how vendors get their product
for the market.

PO TR At OREFEE, Fiteb
BTSN B rzIlA L NihdZzh
ZRFTHNEHEAT VT2, ZDT%. KNS
ZIMUTGHLADORF R 8 IiE iz,

After the auction, kids made their way to
the front of the crowd where candy was
thrown out to them. Mochi balls were

thrown as well, which represents good
luck.

TP NEALG, T N DB S AN S
SToEENCBIT AR ZHEDHND S,
ZOVT7—ZEmMLE L ChhSIEARNT:
BREFTEIHIRMMD AR MTES LR
FRARBLMVET, | LEELT,

Watanabe said that having this event
for residents allows them to become
knowledgeable of activities off base, so
they can become comfortable attending
them on their own time.

http://www.mcasiwakuni.marines.

y
5A19BICEETHFHRBHBTIThhANBVHTH TCEREZRSEHI{EA,
A Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS) Iwakuni resident takes a photo at a wholesale market in Iwakuni City, Japan, May 19, 2018.

EEGHRGETSA19AIITbM S NSVITH TRVLVIZRLEG. T4
RUT 295 Zyn&h () ETVvH 55 yndh (EIS2ER),
Adrian and Alyssa Granillo, Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS) lwakuni
residents, look at mochi balls for sale during a wholesale market in
Iwakuni City, Japan, May 19, 2018.

5A198ICEEHHFHIE TITbN SIS LBTE ThEkE
H5>EMBEA,

A Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS) Iwakuni resident
receives a snow cone from a vendor at a wholesale market
in lwakuni City, Japan, May 19, 2018.

5A198IcEEHEFHIETITONA NS VBT TRAMEALTESNTW
Vendors display fish during a wholesale market in Iwakuni City, Japan, May 19, 2018.
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Yamaguchi Track Association hosts US-Japan friendship softball tournament

BHEGH 2R -0—CUN—SEE
Story and photos by:
Lance Cpl. Seth Rosenberg
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The shadow of Kizuna stadium falls
over two softball fields at the Atago Hills
sports complex. The sun shines in a
cloudless sky, radiating down on a group
of athletes of all ages and skill levels
ready to play softball.

5H20H.YV 7 bR —IVREDI=DIEE>
DR, GESEER B LI R Ny I e
AHOFEFH

The athletes, service members from
Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni

and members of the Yamaguchi Track
Association, gathered to play a softball
tournament in Iwakuni City, Japan, May
20, 2018.

EDABT BRI AT AT R 2
R ETDB IR TFZ LT SR AT
Iy, FikIE5RIETT, EDF—LEZNT
LART e ROT FRoY

Each game started with a round of “rock,
paper, scissors” to decide which team
took the field first. The teams shook
f hands, then played ball. They

¥ played three games per team,

h each lasting five innings.

= . ; g 1.

DV—IVEZATRICZBDEE A — TR
PRTLIRLGARZTEHENSTLTT,
el D, nl ikl Tk (HHS)  Prifiis
PEHMIEEDANZ—Z - NFET AhE,
“There’s not many rules but the most
important rule is to have fun and enjoy the
game,” said U.S. Marine Corps Cpl. Jesus
Benavidez, a distribution management
specialist with Headquarters and
Headquarters Squadron.

MO %IV RO LLiFicEsnd:
BTRBIE NN H =Ry bRy T DR
B2 AN Tk EKR TSI
eote /== bEBZE-IXICHRD GET
feb 3 BHWITAFICOVWTEE LT,

At lunchtime the players, covered in
sweat and dirt from the field, sat down
for grilled burgers and hotdogs. A cooler
full of ice cold water quickly emptied as
the players talked about the tournament.

ADVAZA N Sy e E S N NN T W 2N
VIR NERTHRE S T2 DIED . Hah A
EJEHNC—#ICBIE Y 7 PR —IL KRR %20
SRV LR ZINT TIRE T8 0, JEHiNE
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FKL, CNETISMB ML TV, KR
HARDMZR T 2FAF AR T LOBED
VI FR—IUETTIrbh s,

The softball games started as a
competition within the Yamaguchi

Track Association, but they reached

out to MCAS Iwakuni to join them in a
tournament of friendship. The air station
responded by forming “Team USA” and
has been to five tournaments in the past
year. The tournaments are played next to
the-Kizuna stadium, a symbol of the bond

g h_.'ﬁsnl,

_____ -".bl .':—u&--—-—_‘“ —

between the U.S. and Japan.

IR RS0 7RO T - XA E AU,
[COREZTHMD NT=bEBLGAGZL
RS KA RRZRITENTETY
F9,EZ SV CEREBVET 1EEET,
Shizuo Kawasaki, a member of the
Yamaguchi Track Association, says this is
a great opportunity to interact and build
relationships with people from the air
station, and to enjoy the games played.

HEIHNI S5 DLTA 1 F—LUAMSHILT
WIROH, FRORKETRILMOAHER%Z
MLTWVITEE, 8- ZDF—LHS I
TEBIINTHEDT20EEZTVS,

MCAS Iwakuni has only put forth

one team so far, but the team hopes

to expand the air station’s presence in
future tournaments.

MO T, HAR N DX A LM iRz
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“It’s really good to get out and build

camaraderie with the Japanese,”

said U.S. Navy Petty Officer 2nd

Class Ryan Scott, a

logistics specialist ph 2

with Headquarters .‘;-i

and Headquarters

Squadron. “It

does a lot for the pot

community and it’s ==

a fun time.”
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U.S. Marine Corps Cpl. Jesus Benavidez, a distribution
management specialist with Headquarters and
Headquarters Squadron, puts hotdogs on a grill during a

U.S.-Japan Friendship softball tour t in Iwakuni City,
Japan, May 20, 2018.
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5H20B, BEAK—YIY TLysATIHDONREY 7 F— VA S TRFEZDT. BHHRLARA
U.S. service members and Japanese residents shake hands during a U.S.-Japan friendship softba
City, Japan, May 20, 2018.
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Neighbors share culture through exchange

CAE L 8 o S Bk VDAL S 3
Story and photo by:
Lance Cpl. Seth Rosenberg
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Marine Corps Air station Iwakuni
residents visited Tsuzu Elementary
School for the 13th Community Cultural
Exchange in Iwakuni City, Japan, May
26, 2018.

COHCHER R IC6 Mg E T
WCHEIEANR Y a—a3a =709 —
EZ(MCCS)., L7y 5 Lo—Bik
LTEML RHBBER TRzl T,
EHUN AR O W E LR Z LTV B,
The Cultural Adaptation Program hosts
a community cultural exchange six
times per year, taking station residents
to Tsuzu Elementary, to share each
other’s culture through cooking classes
and arts and crafts.

M B3I HY AR LB ORI B
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“Usually Tsuzu Elementary provides

a craft class and a cooking class,”

said Mikie Watanabe, a cultural
adaptation specialist with Marine Corps
Community Services. “This time the
U.S. provided a cupcake decorating
class, and the Japanese kids were so
excited to see American culture.”

AEBEMORT VT4 7 Ly N AR O W
HWIZT — LRy T —F oMoz L
UNLESE oy 1Tl EoY i

The volunteers from MCAS Iwakuni and
students from the school played games,
decorated cupcakes and ate lunch
together.

COHBARIEHENDIFAF X 3 F=
TN RS> T Ay T r—F 070
L—avzRo T4 7RV NER DI
HICHA T,

Yoraios Pacheco, a resident of MCAS
Iwakuni, taught the cupcake decorating
class to volunteers and students.

MERSALD NI B L DZEFHMIE LT, |
ENF A, NEHVNARD WD EHE
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IV —LOD RO 2B ZTH T E
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“My favorite part was getting to interact
with another culture,” said Pacheco. “I
decorated cupcakes with the students
and taught them how to prepare the

piping bags.”

CDEIBTITAETHIBHOD LA
BT DI =T ¢
MHCDOHARNEBILL LB T2 RHELT
N3,

Activities like this help bring the MCAS
Iwakuni community closer to the local
Japanese through sharing cultures and
experiences with one another.

M7 0y S LTk O HEE AN
SO TH LR Z LI2D Lo A&
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“The cultural adaptation program
takes people off base and gives them
the opportunity to go out and see new
people,” said Watanabe. “It really feels
like we are all £art of our Iwakuni
community.”

5B26RI{TONI XL ERET. —RITh Yy Ty —+OF AL —YavETEERIEROREL |
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ementary School s ents and Marine Corps Air Sta

decorate cupcakes i

wakuni residents
6,2018. The Cultural Adaptation Program

hosted the community cultural exchange in order to share the Japanese and AWure-'
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Story and photo by:
Lance Cpl. Lauren Brune
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Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni
residents traveled to Yamaguchi Flower
Land and Kashinoki Sweets Factory in
Yanai City, Japan, May 25, 2018.

COY7—I3HEHEN DTS T
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This trip was part of an annual

event that workers with the Cultural
Adaptation Program organize for MCAS
Iwakuni residents.

T5T—5 Y RTYT7—ZhEO HIiRN
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Station residents began their adventure
with the sight of a spinning Ferris wheel
full of flowers was the first thing they
saw when walking through the flower
land. A large assortment of flowers
covered the ground, bringing different
scents every few feet, and there were

multiple play areas for the children and
many seating areas to relax and view the
flowers.

Y raA—a32=57 1P —EA(MCCS). X
eRH Ty I LD TR F NI F X
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FTHGFREL A TILNTES,
Mikie Watanabe, cultural adaptation
specialist with Marine Corps Community
Services, said that there are many
fascinating places the Cultural
Adaptation Program wants to share with
residents. Once they know a place, they
can come back with their family and
friends on their own.

T75T—5 Y FTIEHARNARR Y TIE LD
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Local Japanese workers demonstrated
how to make moss balls and helped the
residents make their own. They were
given a small dish as a gift to set their
creations on when they brought it home.
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“As one of Cultural Adaptation Program’s
hands-on activity, we coordinated the
moss ball making class at the flower
land,” said Watanabe. “We try to provide
air station residents with something
special, not only the site visit.”

T5T =52 FOBIINATR 1) IR
B, BEFOEGERFRO VLA, T TES
NI OBHE 2L BT ETE
5oz,

After the Yamaguchi Flower Land,
residents boarded the bus to head to a
sweets factory where they received a
behind-the-scene tour and tasted samples
of some of the sweets the factory makes.

[TV Y7 =M JFIc Ay b ABY F
T LT DR YT —IcB LYz —-
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LR IR Z RN O E T
“We get a double benefit with events like
this,” said Jesse Monestersky, an MCAS
Iwakuni resident. “The community
gets to meet us and we get to meet the
community. I believe it fosters a solid
relationship with the Japanese.”
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Story and photos by:
Lance Cpl. Andrew Jones
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Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni
residents experienced part of Japanese
culture during a rice planting event with
the Marine Corps Community Services
Cultural Adaptation Program in Iwakuni
City, Japan, June 9, 2018.

CO MR AR FEH N IR
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The rice planting experience was held so
MCAS Iwakuni residents could see how
rice is traditionally planted.
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“If you are sitting home doing nothing,
staying on base thinking that there is
nothing to do, then you should totally get

| r 5 J ; Al
6A9AICERT NI ARAEMEX BRI RE T, HOFIEHZ 350 EAZHAIF ORI <
Katsumi Hirooka, right, a local Japanese farmer, pushes a stick into mud in Iwakuni Citym&arw 8.
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out and see Japan,” said U.S. Navy Lt.
Ashley Aclese, a registered nurse with
Naval Family Branch Clinic Iwakuni.
“You can really experience a totally
different culture that you might never
experience again.”

FEHE NG HANE —FRIChabATEHA
EOHITAD, B EBA LIRS THAD
NBES Bi—5NATHEGEN SN
WZHA TV oz,

The station residents walked side-by-
side through a muddy rice paddy with
Japanese locals, plunging the roots of
small rice plants into the water and mud
in neat rows.

HIZE 7. ZEREFOI0AL—Dk
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After planting rice, the group of
participants ate homemade curry and
visited a farmers market that sells
locally grown rice.

FEHE NI 104 ECA A D HAIXT
FFICHINEZ, BRICRDMD Z LT 5,

For more than 10 years, station
residents have come to the rice paddies
in Iwakuni to plant rice in the spring
and return in the fall to harvest it.

O FKBEE MR A RS i 2 Z2 b e D

- NAARERIIR=ICSN0
Station residents take to the fields, plant rice
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Kikuko Shinjo, an Iwakuni resident,
started the event, and she attends

and coordinates many other events for
station residents.
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Shinjo is the leader of Chiiki Kouryu No
Sato, a volunteer group that coordinated
the event alongside Marine Corps
Community Services, Iwakuni City Hall,
Yamaguchi Prefectural Government
Offices and local farmers.
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Mikie Watanabe, a cultural adaptation
specialist with MCCS, said the

Cultural Adaption Program provides
opportunities for station residents to
experience local culture and helps them
overcome language and culture barriers
through events like this one.

6890, #—JFllc ko THIEAE T2 EERMEALBTIEADE S A,
Residents of Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS) Iwakuni and Iwakuni City plant rice in Iwakuni City, Japan, June 9, 2018.
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orps Air Station (MCAS) Iwakuni residents visit a farmers market in Iwakuni City, Japan, June
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Origin: Bloomington, Illinois
Job:  Legal Staff

Q. BHFJITOVWTHATILLEL,

A EDOAELTO T CHNTOVE T ERBATBEDBERICEEY
HREERELPEERREZ TESZ LY ERICETSRES
EEEVRAT LIRS RAGIEZLTVET,

Q. Can you describe your job in more detail?

A. I work for the attorneys on base. Some of the work | do
includes drafting post-government employment ethics opinions
and estate planning documents, doing legal research or working
on multiple facets of the military justice system.

Q. AETHLWERLZDIFEALRTI D Tl BLLERELZD
BEARRFTI D,

A EFBEITRBADRICIE BN TEDTEERBLTUVDA
HWE T, COBRMEIL S DREBOERREY IR ENZEWNEEIC
HLBHEDTY, HELVBEBEEIRA T ADERTITKR T ZNZELW
R CHER T ETRRIFTTELTVBERLE T,

Q. What part of your job are difficult and which do you enjoy?

A. Often people come into our office with misconceptions about
what we can do for them. These misconceptions often mean
their issue is not resolved how they might expect. It is fulfilling
when someone comes into the office with an unusual issue and
we are able to resolve it with a positive outcome.

Q. HEUBEBBICGOTWED o5 AZ LTV ERWETH?
AN Ty GLAR bLANWTRIV=INAF 2T LTEWNER
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(A REE—HITHEWNVTHZWNTY,

Q. If you were not a Marine, what would you be doing now?

A. 1 would most likely be found through-hiking the Pacific Crest Trail.
It would take about four months to complete. It would be much
more enjoyable to hike the trail with a friend, than on my own.

Q. 7AVAHERTARARRITEICSESDDIGFRISHIETH?

A7 AV ADEILRBEDWNTNMNITOTHUELWT Y, 7 AU ADE
UREIETAVATRZIEDTERELDDRTEREEDENDTT,
Ly Ry REIIRETHOFZSHNTH /v 2 —J AIREILER
RETHRICESTE 7 AV ADEREICREETHTLLD,

Q. Where in the U.S. would you recommend Japanese tourists
visit?

A. Il would recommend they visit any of the National Parks.

They are the best thing our country has to offer. Whether you
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go walking among the trees at Redwood National Park or sail
along the Cape Hatteras National Seashore, you will find yourself
inspired by the magnificence of our country.

Q. BET—HBIFELILIXATTH?

A BEDRAIZIGIACRONS MIFDFERNMFETT . MEED
EEMEIE—BEFEGHBPRO—DTINAEDEFTWNELELELDIC
BUFEELVWTT BHRITIE PO TEINEZED K EABIET
N EBDRIT TGO EMEBRTEE B A BEIEATVSDED
P AHA R T IIEE O TOEWBRERE T HTENTEET,
Q. What do you love most about Japan? Do you have a favorite
Japanese food or place to visit?

A. I love the distinctive vibe that different places in Japan give off.
One of my favorite places is the hilly country side of Akiyoshidai,
but the blue waters of Tsunoshima are equally astounding. There
is so much to do in Japan, which your typical tourist does not get
the opportunity to experience. Living here affords me the chance
to explore those wild places that are rarely in the guidebooks.

Q. BET—EBEEWILRATTH?

A BERDORHIBEHEIZECONGWIEERBSLVTT, FEY
XALDEWICKZEEZRLSHILELLHEAERZ WA WA EES
TEDTEX L, BEDOVRAT AIIEHE T TNE LD —FE R
ZRITIDIIE T BECERRNBLSHUENT O L EEIBZE
DIEDTINETCELRIBEZITE LT

Q. What surprised you most about living in Japan?

A.The public transportation infrastructure of Japan is beyond
belief. | have crisscrossed the country remarkably unencumbered
by the barriers that language and culture differences can so easily
place. Though I am enamored with the train system, the bridges
are what amaze me the most. Driving across the inland seas to
Shikoku via the high bridges never ceases to inspire me.

Q. AhMtalc(FHFMA =L &lEHYETH?

A . BAEDARITERBSLWVRR FDEEATT, COETERESLL
FEREEETESVNBEHLTVET,

Q. Is there anything else would you like to say?

A. The Japanese people have been nothing but incredible

hosts during my stay here in Japan. | appreciate the incredible
experiences this nation has given me.

Q. BEBICABULEREHRITILEL,

A BRERDBEB BIIEE ARIIBEICABKRLTW DT B
PEOEAKLE e, @REZEELTRFAIATEWND HAGERL
BIIEH L BVERAT L AD BRZEZERLIENEVSEF
N—=23VEHY BEKIIZORFSEBESE T<NELB
DTABLEL

Q. Why did you join the U.S. Marine Corps?

A.ljoined the Marine Corps because both of my brothers and

my father are Marines. My mother was in the Army, and my
grandfather was in the Navy. | didn’t want to be like everyone
else, who left high school and went straight to college. | have
some type of motivation to pursue goals, rather than do

the same thing as everyone else, and the Marine Corps was
something that | knew could satisfy that need.

Q. BHATITOWTHATLEEL,

A EEEMZBN TROBEBRIATIBEREPZTORGZ &L
TUWE Y BEMZERND O DFHEPRDEERNDT A D
FHREICOVWTEHALIEV G TESLOZELTVET,

Q. Can you describe your job in more detail?

A. My job focuses on Marines and dependents leaving the base
to their next duty station. | help them through the process of
checking out and getting flights to their next duty station.

Q. AETHLWERLSZDIFEALRTI D,

A ERY—AVNE ZLDADNEEEMD SEH F o IFEEEN
AL TLKBDTARETT, ZLDOEED R T HEEIFITLIGY,
AT I CITBREICE Y LETDO T BELNFTELTLBHIC
BAHTEZONELGIET,

Q. Is there anything difficult about your job?

A. The difficult portion of my job is during permanent change of
station (PCS) season, which is when people leave and arrive to
MCAS Iwakuni on new orders. The job gets tedious because a lot
of Marines PCS and flights tend to book up pretty fast, making it
difficult to get Marines off station on their requested date.

Q. &UBEBEICE > TUWED oS AZ LTV e EBWVWETH?
A LLGBEBETHRIINE. 7O v H—RFICEEEVNIEE
BODTTWEERWET, £l AIEEEERCITINTAKE
N=2ZT7 M ICBT> TV ERWVET,

BREBEICI>IE1—
INTERVIEW WITH A MARINE

Q. If you were not a Marine, what would you be doing now?
A. If | were not a Marine, | would be persuing my dream to
become a professional soccer player and attending classes at
Liberty University for criminal justice.

Q. —BFELTAVHDHIE, T 3B 5<{BD%IEHYVETH?

A. RTEBIMEOTNTW e  BWTIFAE R M LA EFERD
feXEThASTELY RYFa1—T9,

Q. What is your favorite American food or something your
mother used to make for you?

A. Back home my mother used to make us red stew with a lot of
tomatoes, lettuce, spices and some white rice.

Q. BAT—BIFELILRBATIH?

A BRADHMRESENEERLHOETA T, ETCETEICY—E
AL TNE T HEMRIENTVWAD T AEEDNRAL—XTT,

Q. What do you love most about Japan?

A.llove the character and the respect people of Japan have for
each other. They love to serve others in a respectful way, and
they stay organized to keep their way of life smooth.

Q. BFT—HBEWILRATTH?

A BERTRRREEDNMTEBVLVTWVWAILICEEE LT,
Q. What surprised you most about living in Japan?

A. I was surprised that they promote sanitation.

Q. BFTThDO SEHERLI LI EEBYVETH?

A RRCRAAZAEVTHBRPABEE RN TT,

Q. What do you hope to experience in Japan?

A.l'want to go skydiving in Tokyo, and | also would like to goto a
sumo wrestling tournament.

Q. @h il HIMA =L EEBVETH?

A BEEMTORAEIFELVTI L IITEASNTWVSHERIC
HRHLTCVE T, INDSIFEERICVBEICHRITLIEY BAXL
ZEDDUMBBRLIEVWEEZTVET,

Q. Is there anything else would you like to say?

A.llike my job here and the opportunity given to me, so as time
passes, | hope to make the most out of my time in Japan by
traveling and experiencing a little more of the culture.
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“MCAS Iwakuni_leq_der;hip hosts first event in Sound of Freedom campaign

e Va7 - 77 LdmE
Story and photo by:
Cpl. Joseph Abrego
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U.S. Marine Corps Col. Richard F.
Fuerst, the commanding officer of
Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni,
hosted 23 Iwakuni City council members
for the air station’s first event in Sound
of Freedom campaign at MCAS Iwakuni,
Japan, June, 1, 2018.
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The campaign consists of a series of
events throughout the air station to
give the city council members a better
understanding of base operations and
share insight on why maintaining
readiness for Marine Aircraft Group 12,
Carrier Air Wing 5 and Fleet Air Wing
31 is so important.
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U.S. Marine Corps Col. Richard F. Fuerst, commanding officer of Marine Corps Air Station
(MCAS) lwakuni, explains air field operations during the Sound of Freedom Campaign at
MCAS lwakuni, Japan, June 1, 2018.
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“As an air station, we would like the
Iwakuni community to have a deeper
understanding of why we have to fly as
much as we do and that our procedures
are safe and as professional as any
organizations in the world,” said Fuerst.
“I want the citizens of Iwakuni...to
understand that we take every step
possible to be good neighbors. I'm very
concerned about both readiness, which
takes many flights to gain and maintain,
and being a good neighbor.”
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The event started with Iwakuni City
council members receiving a brief from

Fuerst. The brief gave information

on various units on the installation,
aviation training and readiness, a review
of safety policies and regulations, an
update on the Defense Policy Review
Initiative and key components that
make MCAS Iwakuni so important

to the defense of Japan. Additionally,
the council members were provided an
opportunity to ask questions to MCAS
Iwakuni leadership and staff members
during a luncheon, and they received a
tour of the base.
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Through additional knowledge and

a deeper understanding, air station
leadership can effectively educate
Iwakuni residents on the importance

of readiness, and its direct impact on
national security and the collective
success of both Japan and the United
States.
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“My goal is to host events like these on
a routine basis,” said Fuerst. “We would
like to do them more often.”



