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MCAS Iwakuni residents volunteer in flood cleanup
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Japanese, Americans get taste of Jambalaya
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New experiences bloom: Flower arrangement, farm visit
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Slam dunk: Americans, Japanese come together on basketball court
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Stop, drop, roll: MCAS lwakuni residents participate in disaster preparedness workshop
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MCAS Iwakuni builds bonds through swimming, bicycling, running
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MCAS Iwakuni, Iwakuni City friendship runs deep
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USA Softball Women's National Team visits MCAS Iwakuni
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Interview with service members : Cpl. Kyle Hayes & Lance Cpl. Colton Bird
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Japanese employees retire from air station with 488 combined years of service
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U.S. Marine Corps Sgt. Jack Cimino from Marine Corps Air Station

(MCAS) Iwakuni cleans out damaged household items from a home

during a volunteer event in Shuto Town, lwakuni City, Japan, July 13,
.y 2018. Photo by Sgt. Akeel Austin
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Service members, master labor
contractors and individual hire
agreement employees volunteered to
restore flooded areas in Iwakuni City,
Japan, July 12-13, 2018.
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This volunteer event was coordinated by
the Marine Corps Community Services
(MCCS) Single Marine Program (SMP),
and provided service members with

the opportunity to help local Japanese
residents clean up and recover after the
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area was flooded by excessive rainfall
earlier this month.
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Service members from the station
volunteered in Shuto Town. They started
this event on July 12th and it goes until
Sunday from 7 a.m. until 1 p.m. every
day.
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The SMP shuttled station residents to
the sites that needed aid, providing tools
and gloves to help in the relief efforts.

So far there have been more than 150
volunteers involved.
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Station residents helped elderly locals
and used translators from the air station
to help determine what they needed help
with.
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“The Japanese residents were very
thankful for the help that station
residents provided,” said Oana Ivanoff, a
Marine lounge manager with the MCCS
SMP. “They were very amazed with how
much work was able to get done with
their help.”
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Water-logged furniture and other
household goods were damaged and
needed to be removed and thrown away.
They also removed damaged floorboards,
and salvaged any wood that could be
used for new flooring.
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“This type of event is especially
important to be prepared for,” said U.S.
Marine Corps Cpl. Caryle Rehmann,

a volunteer and military police officer
with Headquarters and Headquarters
Squadron. “We have to show that we are
there for them and able to help out when
they are in need.”
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U.S. Marine Corps Sgt. Kelly Bushey and Lance Cpl. Jennifer Skinner both food service specialists with Headquarters and
Headquarters Squadron, clean out damaged household items from a home during a volunteer event in Shuto Town, Iwakuni
City, Japan, July 13, 2018. Photo by Sgt. Akeel Austin
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U.S. Marine Corps Lance Cpl. Corey Snyder, right, Lance Cpl. Braelyn Hamilton and Lance Cpl. Joseph Marrero, military
policemen with Headquarters and Headquarters Squadron, clean damaged lumber during a volunteer event in lwakuni City,

Japan, July 12, 2018. Photo by Lance Cpl. Lauren Brune
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U.S. Marine Corps Lance Cpl. Paul Allen, an avionics technician, from Marine Fighter Attack Squadron (VMFA) 121, cleans out
damaged household goods from a home during a volunteer event in Shuto Town, Iwakuni City, Japan, July 13, 2018. Photo
by Sgt. Akeel Austin
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WEST JAPAN HEAVY RAIN RECOVERY
SUPPORT
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Service members from Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni
volunteerd to clean up and recover at Iwakuni City and Hikari
City at Yamaguchi Prefecture, Takehara City and Saka Town at
Hiroshima Prefecture from July 12 to August 26, 2018, follwoing
flooding due to excessive rainfall.
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July 14, 2018, at Shuto Town, Iwakuni City, Yamaguchi Pref.
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July 17, 2018, at Hikari City, Yamaguchi Pref.
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Photo by Sgt. Joseph Abrego
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July 14, 2018, at Shuto Town, lwakuni City, Yamaguchi Pref.
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July ; 2018, at Hikar :
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Photo by Sgt. Joseph Abrego
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July 28, 2018, at Takehara City, HIroshima Pref.
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August 18, 2018, at Takehara City, Hiroshima Pref.
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Photo'by Lance Cpl. Lauren Brune

BRI R 1~ D3R

_.Photo by Cpl. Andrew Jones

http://www.mcasiwakuni.marines. i/

20185 7R280. IRRIRTTRT =
July 28, 2018, at Takehara City, Hiroshima Pref.
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“.sBhoto by Lance Cpl. Lauren Brune
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July 28, 2018, at Takehara City, Hlroshima Pref., § iy
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August 18, 2018, at Tj ara City, Hiroshima Pref.
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Local leadership walk to show unity
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Story and photos by:
Lance Cpl. Stephen Campbell
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Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS)
Iwakuni and Iwakuni City leadership
participated in the ninth Joint
Leadership Walk in Iwakuni City, Japan,
Sept. 19, 2018.
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The purpose of the event was to display
and strengthen the existing relationship
between the air station and Iwakuni
City.
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U.S. Marine Corps Col. Richard F.

Fuerst, commanding officer of MCAS
Iwakuni, Sgt. Maj. Joseph S. Gregory,
sergeant major of MCAS Iwakuni,
Yoshihiko Fukuda, mayor of Iwakuni
City and other Japanese government
officials were the leaders present during
the walk.
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During the walk, they toured the city,
spoke to local Japanese business owners
and answered questions from the local
media regarding the safety of Japanese
nationals and air station residents.
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“The area of Iwakuni is our
responsibility,” said Fukuda. “It is our
responsibility to make sure the citizens
of Iwakuni are in a safe environment.”
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VIPs at the event included Masahiro
Akase, director general of Chugoku
Shikoku Defense Bureau and Yasutake
Iida, director of the Yamaguchi
Prefectural Iwakuni Citizen Affairs
Bureau.
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Since 2009, the walks have displayed
unity between leaders, so that through
communication, partnership and
understanding, both communities can
live and work in harmony.
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| Yoshihiko Fukuda, left, mayor of Iwakuni City, and U.S. Marine Corps Col. Richard F. Fuerst, commanding officer of

Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS) Iwakuni, conduct the ninth Joint Leadership Walk in Iwakuni City, Japan, Sept. 19, 2018.

o DA RIS L0t b, Kk
AT LR, ZUTHARIRB O TR B
ANTHRINUERDERTA,

“It was a great event, and it’s important
to get out here tonight with Mayor
Fukuda and Director General Akase,”
said Fuerst. “Iwakuni is a great city, and
MCAS Iwakuni is committed to being a
good neighbor in the area, in Yamaguchi
prefecture and in the country of Japan.”
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Fuerst said that he will continue to
work closely with the city and maintain
the readiness of the Carrier Air Wing

5, Marine Aircraft Group 12 and Fleet
Air Wing 31 while striving to be great
neighbors to the surrounding cities.
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Yoshihiko Fukuda, left, mayor of Iwakuni City, and U.S. Marine Corps Col. Richard F. Fuerst,
commanding officer of Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS) Iwakuni, speak to local business
owners in lwakuni City, Japan, Sept. 19, 2018.

http://www.mcasiwakuni.marines.
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Yoshihiko Fukuda, left, mayor of Iwakuni City, Masahiro Akase, director general of Chugoku Shikoku Def Bureau,
Yasutake lida, Yamaguchi Prefectural Iwakuni Citizen Affairs Bureau, and U.S. Marine Corps Col. Richard F. Fuerst,
commanding officer of Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS) Iwakuni, speak to the public in Iwakuni City, Japan, Sept. 19, 2018.
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Yoshihiko Fukuda, mayor of Iwakuni City, talks to a Japan
Maritime Self-Defense Force service member in Iwakuni
City, Japan, Sept. 19, 2018.

. U.S. Marine Corps Col. Richard F. Fuerst, commanding officer of Marine Corps Air Station

(MCAS) Iwakuni, speaks to

s of the local media in Iwakuni City, Japan, Sept. 19, 2018.
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Story and photos by:
Cpl. Andrew Jones
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Members of the Japanese American
Society (JAS) Iwakuni gathered for

a cooking class at the Lotus Cultural
Center in Iwakuni City, Japan, Aug. 30,
2018.
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The class is a reoccurring event held

for MCAS Iwakuni and local Japanese
residents in order to promote the U.S.-
Japan alliance and build friendships.
This fits into JAS Iwakuni’s mission as a
cultural exchange program.
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Japanese, Americans get taste of Jambalaya
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Members of the Japanese American Society (JAS) Iwakuni participate in a cooking
class at the Lotus Cultural Center in Iwakuni City, Japan, Aug. 30, 2018.
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During the class, Sincee Williams, a
JAS board member, instructed Japanese
and Americans how to cook a meal

of jambalaya, cornbread pancakes,
pudding and salad. Each month the
class alternates between American and
Japanese dishes.
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“I think this type of a class can not only
share a skill but also language,” said
Cassie Neil, a JAS Iwakuni member. “It
is very important because it draws the
two communities together in more than
just a classroom setting, it’s an actual
activity and an exchange of ideas. I think
that benefits MCAS Iwakuni because

it is saying I'm part of MCAS Iwakuni
but I want to be a part of what you’re
doing and the Japanese saying the same
thing.”
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JAS conducts events like this as well as
many others in order to bridge the gap
between cultures. Other events held
throughout the year include English

and Japanese language classes, holiday
parties and other reoccurring events.
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In the past, JAS Iwakuni held the
cooking class at a community center in
Iwakuni City. With the recent completion
of the Lotus Cultural Center and the
support of both MCAS Iwakuni and
Iwakuni City, the classes will now be

held at the Lotus Cultural Center.
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“JAS Iwakuni has held a monthly
cooking class for over 20-years off base
at Kawashimo and Atago Community
Centers,” said Bobby Shibazaki,

the president of JAS Iwakuni. “The
Iwakuni City officials have requested
and endorsed their support for JAS
Iwakuni to hold the monthly cooking
class at the Lotus Culture Center, a
shared use bilateral facility, to give more
opportunities for the local community
members to attend the cooking class. The
ultimate goal is to provide opportunity
for Americans and Japanese participants
to make friends, socialize and enhance
U.S.-Japan friendship through the JAS
cooking class at a larger facility at the
Lotus Cultural Center.”
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Anyone interested in attending a cooking
class can contact the JAS Iwakuni office.

http://www.mcasiwakuni.marines.
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Members of the Japanese American Society (JAS) lwakuni
participate in a cooking class at the Lotus Cultural Center in
Iwakuni City, Japan, Aug. 30, 2018.
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Members of the Japanese American Society (JAS) lwakuni and local

. news media attend a cooking class at the Lotus Cultural Center in

Iwakuni City, Japan, Aug. 30, 2018.
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Members of the Japanese American Society (JAS) lwakuni, Marine Corps Air
Station (MCAS) Iwakuni residents and residents of Iwakuni City attend a
cooking class at the Lotus Cultural Center in Iwakuni City, Japan, Aug. 30, 2018.
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New experiences bloom: Flower arrangement, farm visit
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Chiemi Tsuduka, a local Japanese flower farm owner, trim flower stems with a Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS) Iwakuni
resident in Tada, lwakuni, Japan, July 12, 2018.
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Story and photo by:
Lance Cpl. Angelo A. Sagum

The families first visited a flower farm,
owned by Chieme Tsukuda. They walked
through aisles of flowers and were given
a brief class on how they are grown.
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“We had the opportunity to visit a local

‘Z'}_.‘/:]—-_:IE 1 ower farm and see how a Rindou,
| mr3iwast/ ) flower found in the Yamaguchi

efecture, is grown,” said Mikie
| atanabe, a cultural adaptation
¢ Specialist with CAP. “We used Rindou to
nake our own flower arrangements and
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e’re able to take them home and enjoy
he art that we've made.”
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to a local farmers market, where they
sold flowers from the farm and different
goods from the local area. After visiting
the market they participated in a flower
arrangement class. The class gave the
air station residents and local Japanese
a chance to bond.
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“It was really fun and relaxing to make
the flower arrangements,” said Caitlin
Scaun, a MCAS Iwakuni resident.

“You can go to the store and you can
appreciate flower arrangements that
are already made, but getting to see the
process of how they layer and balance
the different flowers is really neat.”

http://www.mcasiwakuni.marines.
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Slam dunk: Americans, Japanese come together on basketball court
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Story and photo by:
Lance Cpl. Tyler Harmon
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Iwakuni City and Marine Corps Air
Station Iwakuni residents participated
in a basketball tournament in the Lotus
Cultural Center, a part of the new Atago
Sports Complex, in Iwakuni Japan, Aug.
19, 2018.

VY A—a3I2=74P—EZA(MCCS), 3t
HNAR—Y 70y L2l TDh—F
AV MTBMUTEIENIZ NAT v R
—NVDFN 2R B Zdl TR BN
MR RITENTE T,

The Intramural Sports Program with
Marine Corps Community Services
(MCCS) Iwakuni gave MCAS Iwakuni
residents an opportunity to showcase
their talents and build relationships
with Iwakuni City residents.
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{ a%ng_(orpsAirStation(M AS) Iwaku
ent in Iwakuni City, Japan, Aug. 19, 2018.
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“I think it makes our bond stronger

with the Japanese,” said Bryan

Wilkey, a Master Labor Contractor

with Headquarters and Headquarters
Squadron (H&HS). Wilkey said he heard
about the event through MCCS.

COP=F AV DI BEAR—Y ARk
& IEENZAR—Y T 0y S LRIz
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Events like these are a part of the
expansion of the Intramural Sports
Program and an ongoing effort to
increase ties with the local community.
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The recently completed Atago Sports
Complex is a common ground where
sports enthusiasts from all backgrounds
can connect and create friendships.
Basketball is one of the many sports

held at the complex along with softball,
baseball and soccer.

FEBHRAR—Y AV T Ly IAT) a0
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19

“It allows us to bridge the gap between
our host nation, Japan, and the U.S.
and to build foreign relations, coming
together to a common interest, which is
the game of basketball,” said aviation
maintenance administrator Chief

Petty Officer Laquan Hansley, with
Strike Fighter Squadron (VFA) 27.
Hansley said that he felt he built new
relationships with the Japanese players.

BHAR—Y AT Ly IATR DS
FHEREZZRD AR —I ANV MHFfiEE NS,
For more information on the Atago
Sports Complex, visit MCCSiwakuni.
com or contact Ironworks Gym for
information on the Intramural Sports
Program.
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Stop, drop, roll: MCAS Iwakuni residents
participate in disaster preparedness workshop

AL M Qs ol VDAL S e
Story and photos by:
Lance Cpl. Seth Rosenberg
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Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni
residents attended a disaster
preparedness workshop hosted by
Iwakuni City, Japan, Aug. 25, 2018.
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The workshop included rescue
demonstrations, classes on safety
procedures and hands-on training in
emergency situations. Iwakuni City held
the workshop to prepare residents for
natural disasters that may occur in the
area.
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“Recently we had a flood so people are
scared of what’s going on outside,” said
Mikie Watanabe, a cultural adaptation
specialist with Marine Corps Community
Services Iwakuni. “This workshop is a
good way to prepare for disasters like
that.”

T—02av T 3HETOMBEI SIE -T2,
ZINGEA Y Z 2D, e IS8
RRCEHTTE T BN EH DRI rb Tz,
Participants started off in the classroom,
where they were given handouts

and a class on what to do in specific
emergencies.
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After the class, the participants moved
to a garage where they learned about
emergency service vehicles operating
in Iwakuni City. Moving to the rappel
tower, Iwakuni City Fire Department
members demonstrated a casualty
rescue training scenario for the
participants

[CDT—02ay IOV THIVIEZEEE,
Fel2yaIL—2—2 U BT BRI
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—IX T v ITEA,

“When I heard about this event I

just expected to have fun with the
simulations, but I actually learned a lot
about preparing for emergencies,” said
Christina Sochanchak, a resident of
Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni.

A/ A by

T

8A25AIcEET RO KT —7ay TICEBEAD BT, 7— 923y TTIREEHFED BFILE I 2RBB\OH S &%

HibEAISERLT.

Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni residents attend a disaster preparedness workshop in Iwakuni City, Japan, Aug. 25, 2018.
The Iwakuni City Fire Department hosted the course to better prepare station residents for emergency situations in Japan.
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The participants then watched a video
on flood safety, and they received hands-
on training with fire extinguishers, as
well as evacuating smoke-filled rooms
and an earthquake simulation.

ARV — LD —H LD >7TT, J1&V—
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“My favorite part was the simulation
room,” said Sochanchak. “I've seen a
fire extinguisher before, but I've never
tried using it before so it was one of
those hands-on experiences that was
valuable.”

AETIR HARDOBRE FTOFRKEFHIC
AELRBWHHE N Z RIS LT — gy
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Iwakuni City hosted the course
specifically for foreigners unfamiliar
with environmental hazards in Japan. To
participate in the disaster preparedness
workshop and other cultural workshops,
please contact the cultural adaptation
program.

http://www.mcasiwakuni.marines.

8A25HICEEHR CITbN T —923y T T R BOEN S ERBEETIRMEA,
Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni residents practice using a fire extinguisher during a disaster preparedness workshop in
Iwakuni City, Japan, Aug. 25, 2018.

8A25RIcEEH CITONIH KT —I23v T T ETHRBLUIEBED SRS 5 F BT,
Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni residents learn how to escape a smoke-filled room during a disaster preparedness workshop
in Iwakuni City, Japan, Aug. 25, 2018.

8A25AICEET TIThh BT — o3y 7T BMLBEAICL R+ 21— %
FEVAMN —2av TR EEEEDENBREDETA.
Fire fighters with the Iwakuni City Fire Department demonstrate rescue training
during a disaster preparedness workshop in Iwakuni City, Japan, Aug. 25, 2018.
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MCAS Iwakuni builds bonds through swimming, bicycling, running

[k VZE I v Ay I/ W e N ELL
Story by:
Sgt. Joseph Abrego
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Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni’s
gates opened to Japanese locals who
participated with service members in the
31st MCAS Iwakuni Triathlon at MCAS
Iwakuni, Japan, Sept. 16, 2018.
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The triathlon afforded Japanese athletes
and MCAS Iwakuni personnel an
opportunity to compete at a higher level
while enjoying a physical activity that
transcends the boundaries of language
and culture, providing a positive
experience for all parties.

[COESBANY M B D 5z
W ZNTNDOEARE 2B TENTE, L
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“Events like this build morale, allows
participants to test their fitness and
provides us the opportunity to build a
relationship with the local Japanese
community,” said Woneata Stallworth,
the assistant athletic director with
Marine Corps Community Services.
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ZIMUIZMHZZNZEhizh GEFLHCE
RITATRAMAEZ B, L—AIC
BN BT ZIoEL TV,

The triathlon drew in 164 participants
who competed for various reasons,

not including the many others who
volunteered to help, spectate and
encourage participants throughout the
race.
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Japanese nationals and Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS) Iwakuni residents and service members participate in the 31st
Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS) Iwakuni Triathlon at MCAS lwakuni, Japan, Sept. 16, 2018. Photo by Sgt. Akeel Austin
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“T've been a lifeguard for many triathlons
back home and seeing so many people
from different walks of life has made

it easy to put competing in one on my
bucket list,” said U.S. Marine Corps
Lance Cpl. Brady Benjamin, a military
police officer with the Provost Marshal’s
Office. “It challenged me physically and
mentally. I enjoyed shaping my body

for this event because it required going
outside of my comfort box, which is very
important to me.”

ZADBMEICLST, M AT ATVEAS
DEHAREN 2R T 72T Tl Bk A RIE DN
REBHT R 2R IEL TN S,

For many participants, the triathlon was
not only an opportunity to compete and

test their physical fitness, it was also a
chance to compete against people from a
different country.

A= )VT—=RAE KB, BIKTEA LD
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Stallworth said the male with the overall
fastest time was Yuta Kikuchi, who came
in at 1:30:45. She also mentioned that
the female with the overall fastest time
was Maj. Courtney O’Brien, operations
officer with Marine Aerial Refueler
Transport Squadron (VMGR) 152, who
came in at 1:42:24.

BEELTB ML AN/, DD
ALK T TBMUIZ ATz B ROz,
While some came for the competitiveness
of the sport, others participated to
experience the bond between two
different cultures.
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“There was a mix of emotions coming
from the Japanese,” said Benjamin.
“Some were very focused and ready to
start while others were talking, laughing
and having a great time. They were the
ones who created a lighter environment.”

MCCSIZ S B EkD A N M 2BHfET %
T,

To find out more information on sporting
events like this, contact Marine Corps
Community Services Iwakuni at www.
mcesiwakuni.com.
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http://www.mcasiwakuni.marines.
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Japanese nationals and Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS) Iwakuni residents and service members participate in the 31st
Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS) Iwakuni Triathlon at MCAS Iwakuni, Japan, Sept. 16, 2018. Photo by Sgt. Joseph Abrego
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Japanese nationals and Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS) Iwakuni r and service s participate in the 31st
Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS) Iwakuni Triathlon at MCAS Iwakuni, Japan, Sept. 16, 2018. Photo by Sgt. Joseph Abrego
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Japanese nationals and Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS) Iwakuni residents and service members participate in the 31st
Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS) Iwakuni Triathlon at MCAS Iwakuni, Japan, Sept. 16, 2018. Photo by Ist Lt. Melissa Heisterberg
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MCAS Iwakuni, lwakuni City friendship runs deep

[k I R e i PRI, TCOBY; Tl Ml THSHH ~ Mayor Fukuda said that with the
Story by: Sgt. Joseph Abrego ANET AR NMAZBZTZ0, ZEUOIEE] completion of the Atago sports complex
ZILTBT U0, BHWICHIDAWICIRST  he expects the facilities to become the
ELY i Cc7H21H, RAE—Y RS e TE AR—YEBLIKIFBE%E S center of cultural exchange between
E?’J“‘Bﬁﬁéh\ AEBBHEHGCOHAN  BREROTOIIEATEET, the U.S. and Japanese residents in the
HEhntiz, “T think to both the U.S. personnel and surrounding area.
Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni and the Japanese citizens, Go-Go Field
Japanese residents attended a U.S.- means a lot,” said U.S. Marine Corps Col. 7 [Elifild A & & [k, SEh & vfi & D Bif%
Japan Sports Exchange in Iwakuni City,  Richard F. Fuerst, commanding officer iR EDICL TV T ZSZERUIL . " ) - h O e "
Japan, July 21, 2018. of MCAS Iwakuni. “This field gave the e, - . 7;;2;???7?:@&71#;;5 CHRSISNTSEREREASERA ?;E;j?ziﬁfﬂfjfgg CARSCREETIETSERaTEES
local citizens, both U.S. and Japanese, Iwakuni City, as well as leadership from Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni and Jap residents attend a U.S.-Japan Sports U.S. and Japanese children play dodgeball together in Iwakuni City, Japan, July 21, 2018.
CORMAEIPEPUEPE R D EAELTzE an opportunity to come out here, get in MCAS Iwakuni, will continue to focus on Exchange in lwakuni City, Japan, July 21, 2018. Photo by Lance Cpl. Stephen Campbell Photo by Lance Cpl. Stephen Campbell
DT EBHRAR—YIAV T Ly AD55(d— shape, have fun, get to know each other strengthening the relationship between
d—) 74— IVRDA—T =7 LE=—L and continue to build on the relationship  one another.
HhEThffEENT, that we have through sports.” w , !
The Chugoku-Shikoku Defense Bureau [COfigtZ2fEi>T, 2D LZitliL TV @
held the sports exchange to signify the TR T 7 —A P KIEDIZ ., #H %9, | T 7—AMKIE Tl HEPEIGIERILR T P
opening of Go-Go Field to the public. | EY2 = E3 17 R 503 (1] b2 e el R I [ER | i ey o B s ERY IS5V =AY YA TR - -]
MIEL. SR Z R LT, AHBITTT, HAANTET AV ATE,
ZOIET AU NEHARAND =55 In attendance to show support for BRIETAT AT Z L TCORZE ATz BH
L., BigEE =R UL —Z&EDkEE the event was Col. Richard F. Fuerst, ZOTATATZIMLET, KOISEEL A,
B, Ry R—IVKEZ1io1ke, commanding officer of MCAS Iwakuni, HETROF AL XORITEZR N TOT
American and Japanese children Yoshihiko Fukuda, mayor of Iwakuni ATL& :)hJ
experienced multiple track and field City, and Masahiro Akase, the director “We havé’a lot of plans for this place,” 28R LER o
events such as sprinting, hurdling, a general of the Chugoku-Shikoku Defense  said Fuerst. “The sky is the limit. There =i e E—
relay race, and they even participated in ~ Bureau. are a lot of things we haven’t thought
a dodgeball tournament. about yet. The Japanese and U.S. 2 b -4 _
MHNERER, TBEAR—Ya T LY IAN  citizens can propose ideas to us, and we il * — -

" faih . " -
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Jap Olympians Dai T Rikiya Saruyama, Masaru Miyauchi and Naoki Tsukahara
introduce themselves during a U.S.-Japan Sports Exchange in Iwakuni City, Japan, July 21,
2018. Photo by Lance Cpl. Stephen Campbell

[T7RAVHNICESTEHANICESTE.CO 5K LIZTE T, Dk EETEEDOHA  can get out here, support them, have lots
5574 —)VRIIEHEBELRBEUNDHDET, 1L AETRAVAANDUERTHDOIRINC/EZTE of fun and build relationships here in
g D A EIBIRE S VFr—R-T7—A IR LTOET, |&akLiz, Iwakuni.”
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Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni and Jap residents attend a U.S.-Japan Sports Exchange in Iwakuni City, Japan, July 21, 2018.
The Chugoku-Shikoku Defense Bureau held the sports exchange to signify the opening of Go-Go Field to the public in an effort to
deepen the bond between the residents surr ding MCAS Iwakuni and the U.S. forces in Japan. Photo by Lance Cpl. Stephen Campbell
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Story by: Cpl. Andrew Jones
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USA Softball Women’s National Team

visited Marine Corps Air Station

Iwakuni, Japan and Iwakuni City,

Japan, July 27-Aug. 1, 2018.
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The team visited MCAS Iwakuni in
order to prepare for the World Baseball
Softball Confederation (WBSC) Women’s
World Championship where they are
scheduled to compete in order to defend
the title of world champions and qualify
for the 2020 Olympics in Tokyo, Japan.
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Iwakuni City has been selected to host
the U.S. teams training for and during
the 2020 Olympics and co-hosted the
U.S. softball team alongside MCAS
Iwakuni as they prepared for the world
championship.
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“Late last year we started receiving
communications from several cities

in Japan who were wanting to host

us for the training camp for the world
championship this year as well as

the 2020 Olympic Games,” said Chris
Sebren, the director of national teams
for USA Softball. “Iwakuni had so much
more to offer than the other cities that
we were looking at. All of the other cities
had great amenities, facilities and things
like that, but when it came to Iwakuni,
the people and the opportunities

with the Marine Corps Air Station, it
just outweighed everything that was
available and that’s why we chose here.”

AETOGEN . 7 A AIREF— LIEF—
LTOMHE. ROyl by T hR—)L

http://www.mcasiwakuni.marines.
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The team spent their time at Iwakuni
practicing, participating in a cultural
softball exchange with Japanese and
American children, meeting with
Iwakuni City leaders and playing a
double-header softball game with the
Japanese Toyota Red Terriers softball
team. The U.S. team won both double
header games with final scores of 8-1
and 10-3.
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The game was held at Kizuna Stadium,
a joint-use baseball stadium at the Atago
sports complex in Iwakuni City.
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“Coming to Iwakuni and playing Toyota
in these practice games and spending all
this time practicing here at the stadium
is so huge for us because it gives us that
extra step that we need of preparation

(for the world championship games),”
said Monica Abbott, a pitcher for USA
Softball Women’s National Team.
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INTERVIEW WITH A MARINE
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Cpl. Kyle Hayes
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Origin: Woodbury Heights, NJ

Job:  Receiving NCO, DRMO

Q. BEBKICABLUIERZBHZATIEL,
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Q. Why did you join the Marine Corps?

A. I enlisted in the Marine Corps for many reasons. Key among
them being | wanted to be a Marine since | was five years old, and
| wanted to lay a positive foundation early in my young adult life. |
will admit that not knowing what | wanted to do after graduating
high school also gave a small boost. | wanted to give myself time
to find what | really wanted to do with the rest of my life.

Q. BHFITOVTHATLELEL,
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Q. Can you describe your job in more detail?

A. l oversee the inbound supply and freight cargo that arrives

at MCAS Iwakuni, and ensure it is dispersed to the correct units
scattered around the air station. | also ensure that official mail

is delivered and occasionally help the shipping section perform
routine unit operations and movement exercises regarding the
moving units’ cargo.
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Q. What part of your job is difficult and what part do you enjoy?
A. The difficult parts of my job mostly have to do with
miscommunication and last minute notices. Though it's a great
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feeling to look back and see how many people my fellow DMO
Marines and | are able to help at the end of any given week or
month. Helping others is something | personally love doing so
it's a great feeling knowing that I'm helping people, even if not
everyone knows how much we actually make happen.
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Q. Where in the U.S. would you recommend Japanese tourists visit?
A. If | were to suggest places to visit in the U.S., | would say try to
visit places like Philadelphia and San Francisco for historic places.
If you're looking for fun, visit Orlando for Disney World and
Universal Studios.
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Q. What is your favorite American food or something your
mother used to make for you?

A. My favorite food is a good old fashioned New York or New
Jersey Pizza, though I'd gladly settle for a plate of my mother's
chicken and dumplings. Lord, | miss it.
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Q. What surprised you most about living in Japan?

A. The most surprising thing about living in Japan is how
convenient everything is. It sometimes still surprises me today.

| find that nothing is too far away or too expensive to reach.
Having the train station and taxi or bus stops being more
prevalent makes getting around about as easy as having a car.

Q. BEBICABULEREHRITILEL,

A ABE RO LTEDIFRFICE D TWERFC T, M58 9 2B/ME R
DTLEWV 2AFNTEATOEWRSGRIFBICE IR TLT
ZOEHI EDTHERDABLALEOTWALDICRLE LT, Th
TABZROLIED T, DR EFRLIBEKEGEDT. B
EFNEABZETATONMTDONTIEMN SR B E LTz, ABK
EROLICEZ BT EERMRITTNULLGWIEEICEATL
n&ElLr,

Q. Why did you join the U.S. Marine Corps?

A.lwas in college when | decided to join, and at the time | had
lost all motivation to study and felt like | wasn't moving

forward at all. | felt as if God was calling me to join. So | did. My
step-father is also a retired Marine so | had that exposure to what
the Marine Corps was all about. He couldn't have been happier
when | told him | was joining.

Q. HHFITOVTHRTLEEL,

A. FADES I3 M ST IR SR BDBIE PR Z LTV & T, ZiEHR
BORZAVERHIL TN IES LIV LE T, T e ZEHFBEORRAL
HEBRN\DBERALEELTOREDY VY F TS AMITAKLE T,
Q. Can you describe your job in more detail?

A. My division supports the squadron by repairing and
maintaining aircraft support equipment. | build and disassemble
support equipment tires as well as paint support equipment

and sand blast as a form of corrosion control on various parts of
support equipment.

Q. HEUBEBEICG S TUWED oS, AZLTWERWETH?
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Q. If you were not a Marine, what would you be doing now?
A.lwould be a full-time email copywriter and marketer while
pursuing other high-income opportunities at the same time. [ am
currently involved in email copywriting on the side. | just recently
got involved but email copywriting means | write daily emails for
big companies and entrepreneurs as a way of increasing sales
and building brand loyalty for said company or entrepreneur. |
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would also be more involved in the fitness industry, as fitness is
my passion.

Q. 7AUAHERNTHARAMRITEICSENDHDIZFRIEHYETH?
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Q. Where in the U.S. would you recommend Japanese tourists
visit?

A. Definitely visit Florida. | lived there for two years before joining.
Minnesota has some beautiful views in the fall and spring months
as well as a lot of history if you're interested in that. If you do visit
Minnesota you have to go to the Mall of America. It's something
to see.

Q. BXRT—HBEWCLIZFATTH?
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Q. What surprised you most about living in Japan?
A. How nice Japanese people are.

Q.BFTINDSHERLI W LIEHYETH?
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Q. What do you hope to experience in Japan?

A. As much of the country that | can. Tokyo, Kyoto and Mt. Fuji
especially. | plan to travel in the near future. | have only had the
pleasure of experiencing Osaka, Hiroshima, Miyajima, and the
local area.

BE 55— /\—E—&&
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Japanese employees retire from air station with 488 combined years of service

GHEHHF TR a—-Va—V Ak
Story and photo by:
Cpl. Andrew Jones
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Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni
Civilian Human Resources Office
personnel conducted a retirement
ceremony for Japanese master labor
contractors (MLC) and indirect hire
agreement (IHA) employees at MCAS
Iwakuni, Japan, June 20, 2018.

COAMTIZ16HDBIEH Z KL LT,
EROWBHERZ b5 L4881k 5,
The ceremony acknowledged a combined
488 years of service between 16 employees.
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“Today we are honoring 16 retirees who
have devoted much of their lives to

the Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni
community,” said U.S. Marine Corps Col.
Richard F. Fuerst, commanding officer
of MCAS Iwakuni. “Some of our retirees
have worked on the air station for more
than thirty years and some are near that
mark. I know that working here was
probably not always the easiest thing to
do considering the language barriers, the
cultural differences and the frequency
with which American supervisors and
coworkers come and go. I do hope that
your experiences here have also provided
unique rapports and in some way
enriched your lives.”

ATBREE Z g, 77— AMKIE
Va7 JLaAV—FAT EE RS 5L
W3 2 =T \O RSN S 2 SRR
hHinte,

During the ceremony, Fuerst and Sgt.
Maj. Joseph S. Gregory, sergeant major
of MCAS Iwakuni, presented each retiree
with a certificate of appreciation for their
contribution to the air station community.
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Fuerst and Gregory also participated in

a cake cutting portion of the ceremony
where they cut the first piece of the

cake with Kosaku Morimoto, a master
labor contractor with Station Facilities.
Morimoto has worked on the air station for
37 years, the most out of all the retirees.
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Throughout the air station there

are MLC’s and THA employees,

like Morimoto, working at various
departments and Fuerst noted the crucial
role that they play in accomplishing the
mission of the air station during a speech
that he delivered during the ceremony.
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“I can assure you that we could not
accomplish our mission here without
your loyal and dedicated service,” said
Fuerst. “I hope that you take a great
deal of personal satisfaction in knowing
that the air station's success is your
success.”



