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“Kintai” is the quarterly magazine issued by Marine Corps
Air Station Iwakuni, for the local Japanese in Iwakuni City,
to help their understanding of MCAS Iwakuni's roles and
obligations under the Treaty of Mutual Cooperation and
Security. This is authorized by the United States Marine
Corps, however, does not always reflect the official views

or opinions of the U.S. government or the U.S. Department
of Defense. Please e-mail, mail, or fax your opinions and

questions to us with contact information provided.
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Randy Johnson visits Iwakuni during the one-year Kizuna Stadium anniversary
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JAS conducts Japanese American Cultural Friendship 60th anniversary ceremony
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U.S. service members travel back in time, transform into ancient warriors
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Marines participate in 29th annual Kuragake Festival

HLORBERGEAEIL -V
New friendships forged through healthy exercise, friendly competition
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MCCS Iwakuni kicks off U.S. - Japan children’s soccer tournament
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The 62nd Iwakuni Festival
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Freestyle friendship
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MCAS Iwakuni hosts Halloween party with Japanese residents
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Halloween Carnival in lwakuni City creates opportunity to make friends
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Air station residents experience taste of local culture
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American and Japanese educators collaborate at MCAS Iwakuni
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Interview with service members : Lance Cpl. Tahira Gatson & SSgt. Brian Close
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Air station recognizes Japanese employees for service
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Cover photo:
A Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS) Iwakuni resident
dances in the 62nd Iwakuni Matsuri parade in
Iwakuni City, Japan, Oct. 21, 2018. MCAS Iwakuni
personnel, Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force service
members and civilians participated in the event by
dancing in a parade through the city. During the
event participants interacted with locals, exchanged
cultures and customs, and built and strengthened.
relationships. Photo by Cpl. Mason Roy
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Story and photos by:
Cpl. Mason Roy
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Iwakuni City and Marine Corps Air
Station (MCAS) Iwakuni residents
celebrated the one-year Kizuna Stadium
anniversary in Iwakuni City, Japan,
Now. 3, 2018.
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”Kizuna Stadium has had a huge impact
on our relationship between MCAS
Iwakuni, Iwakuni City and Iwakuni
citizens,” said U.S. Marine Corps Col.
Richard F. Fuerst, commanding officer
of MCAS Iwakuni. “It’s usually focused
on sports but we have had other cultural
events up there as well, and it helps
build the relationship that we have.”
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During the anniversary, Baseball

Hall of Famer Randy Johnson signed
autographs, the left handed 6’ 10” Major
League Baseball player holds 303 career
wins and 4,875 strikeouts.
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The JR West Baseball team also held a
clinic for Status of Forces Agreement and
Japanese children ages 10 through 15
and helped teach them how to increase
their skills.
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“I'd like to thank the USO for bringing
Randy Johnson and his staff out here,
MCCS (Marine Corps Community
Services) did a lot of work to make

this happen and the city of Iwakuni as
well,” said Fuerst. “Randy Johnson is a
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great baseball pitcher and also a great
American. It’s great for him to come
out here and see the Marines, Sailors,
Soldiers, Airmen and local Japanese
citizens. They had a great time meeting
him.”
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Fuerst says he’s looking forward to
future events that are scheduled take
place at Kizuna Stadium.
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“There is a marathon that the city is
sponsoring in December,” said Fuerst.
“I'm running in it as well as Rear
Admiral Yoshikazu Morita and I hope
everybody will join in. There are a
number of events always going on there.”
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“We are members of the local
community,” said Fuerst. “We want to
show the Japanese community that

we care about Japanese people, their
property and their culture.” g’
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Randy Johnson, left, Major League Baseball hall of famer, Yoshihiko Fukuda, center, mayor
of lwakuni City, U.S. Marine Corps Col. Richard F. Fuerst, right, commanding officer of MCAS
Iwakuni, applaud at an opening ceremony during the one-year Kizuna Stadium anniversary
in lwakuni City, Japan, Nov. 3, 2018.
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Randy Johnson, left, Major League Baseball hall of famer, U.S. Marine Corps Col. Richard

F. Fuerst, center, commanding officer of MCAS Iwakuni, Yoshihiko Fukuda, right, mayor of
Iwakuni City, speak during the one-year Kizuna Stadium anniversary in lwakuni City, Japan,
Nov. 3,2018.
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Randy Johnson, Major League Baseball hall of famer, signs autographs during the one-year ' A member of the JR West Baseball team throws a baseball to a child during the one-year

5 . Kizuna Stadium anniversary in Iwakuni City, Japan, Nov. 3, 2018.
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Randy Johnson, center left, Major League Baseball hall of famer, poses for a photo with the JR West Baseball team, MCAS Iwakuni residents
and local citizens during the one-year Kizuna Stadium anniversary in Iwakuni City, Japan, Nov. 3, 2018.
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JAS conducts Japanese American Cultural Friendship 60th
anniversary ceremony
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Story and photos by:
Cpl. Stephen Campbell
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Members from the Yamaguchi and
Iwakuni Japanese-American Societies
participated in the 60th anniversary
dedication ceremony at Marine Corps
Air Station (MCAS) Iwakuni, Japan,
Nov. 19, 2018.
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To commemorate the 60th anniversary,
the Yamaguchi Japan-America Society
(YJAS) donated a monument as a symbol
of peace and friendship between the U.S.
and Japan.
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Distinguished guests that attended the
ceremony were U.S. Marine Corps Col.
Richard F. Fuerst, the commanding
officer of MCAS Iwakuni, Masayuki
Matsumuro, a former Japanese Imperial
Navy Pilot, Yoshimasa Hayashi, the
president of the Yamaguchi Japan-

11B198IiFbhi-A¥

America Society and a member of the
House of Consulates in Japan, and Joy
M. Sakurai, the principal officer for the
U.S. Consulate Fukuoka.

195 TAEITA BEJEHIN TROL E NI HR L
{eichf ey JACFA) Z i &k & U, JAST I
19854 IO E N T, JACFAD K ph72 321
ME, JASH AL, V) T —a
W), ST E) 258 U T H RO A hf R 2
RAEL . BH 0T S LTI Lk
JEHBRR 50 A O b ¢E 2RI Ukl T
W5,

In 1957 the Japanese American Cultural
Friendship Association, or JACFA, was
established on MCAS Iwakuni. In 1985
the Japanese-American Society (JAS)
Iwakuni was established in place of
JACFA to continue promoting friendship
through social, recreational and cultural
activities as well as offering education
and language programs to service
members and the Japanese community.
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Bobby Shibazaki, the president of JAS
Iwakuni said, that to this day, JAS
Iwakuni is the only known U.S.-Japan
non-profit private organization located
on a U.S. forces installation in Japan.
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Members from the Yamaguchi and Iwakuni Japanese-American Societies participate in a dedication ceremony at Marine

Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, Nov. 19, 2018.
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“Since my arrival in 2016, I've known
that JAS has played an important

role building the relationship between
American and Japanese citizens both on
and off base in Iwakuni for many years,”
said Fuerst. “As the air station [grew],
the need for a non-profit organization
operated by volunteers has increased.”
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Fuerst said that in response to this

need, the JAS, YJAS and Iwakuni City
began to coordinate joint events and
activities in order to strengthen cultural
exchanges between the two communities.
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“This coordination is perfectly aligned
with the air station’s two main
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objectives, said Fuerst. “ The first being
the desire to build and maintain the
readiness of the Marine Aircraft Group
12, Carrier Air Group 5 and the Japan
Maritime Self-Defense Force Fleet Air
Wing 31.The second is to be the best
neighbors we can here in Iwakuni. The
JAS and the city of Iwakuni help us do
both of these.”
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The ceremony concluded with the JAS
Iwakuni announcing a new and bigger
location for the organization at Yujo Hall
on the Air Station and gave a tour of the
building to the distinguished guests.
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“As the commanding officer of MCAS
Iwakuni, I'm thankful for everything
that the JAS Iwakuni and Iwakuni City
have done to support these objectives,
said Fuerst. “Thank you Mr. Hiyashi,
Mzr. Matsumuro, JAS and YJAS for the
commemorative monument that marks
this important occasion, and thank you
to the city of Iwakuni for all that you've
done for the relationship between the
two communities in support of our great
alliance.”
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The Yamaguchi Japanese-American Society donates a monument to
Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan to commemorate the 60th
anniversary on the air station, Nov. 19, 2018.

http://www.mcasiwakuni.marines.
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Members from the Yamaguchi and lwakuni J American Societies participate in a dedication ceremony at Marine

Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, Nov. 19, 2018.
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Members from the Yamaguchi and | iJap American Societies participate in a dedication ceremony at Marine
Corps Air Station lwakuni, Japan, Nov. 19, 2018.
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Members from the Yamaguchi and Iwakuni Japanese-American Societies participate in a dedication ceremony at Marine
Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, Nov. 19, 2018.
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U.S. service members travel back in time, transform into ancient warriors
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Story and photos by:
Cpl. Andrew Jones
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U.S. service members from Marine Corps
Air Station (MCAS) Iwakuni dressed

up in traditional Japanese clothing

and participated in the Masuda Nanao
Festival in Masuda City, Japan, Nov. 3,
2018.
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The service members travelled across

the island from MCAS Iwakuni to the
opposite coast of Japan and joined the
locals in the ancient festival that involved
a parade, music, dancing and street food.
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The service members played the part of
protectors of the local samurai warriors
and aristocracy in the festival that
celebrates the local history and has roots
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U.S. service members from Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni pose for a group photo with
Japanese locals during the Nanao Festival in Masuda City, Japan, Nov. 3, 2018.

dating back to the 10th Century.
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During the parade the service members
and local Japanese marched in a long
procession through Masuda City while
local residents and tourists watched and
cheered from the sides of the road.

FQycDHEAL) 75 H O SRR E 0
BREOITINCE TEBRODLTOVE L, 1 &5
T, A I B - Mkl 3% (S-7) D
R R ZBRAFE N, THCDOBINHEDEHE
AR AHO) @ TENR 2T,
F U 1D T T TH BT Bt
BREEENZ S TOERATL, (B E
1) Lo Vi T AKITIIRITBONTOEL
Tz GAODBIEN S THbs, HFSLLY,
W 1 GEDEHERTAEAMEE LI, )
“(The local people) were really impressed
with how the service members marched
today,” said Takayuki Takeda, a
community relations specialist with
station S-7. “Of course service members
are professional marchers, so even
though local people get tired the service
members never do. They stood still and
walked really professionally. I heard a
lot of people saying ‘wow that’s great,
impressive’ and stuff like that.”
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After the parade the service members
changed out of their attire and went on
to sample local foods from vendors set up
along the parade route.

ZIMUTRR AT B, B O LR STHE T Tl
FMRR O bz R T E - c ez LT,
The service members mentioned that they
enjoyed dressing up and experiencing the
unique culture of the local area.
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"Definitely go out and utilize the Single
Marine Program and other trips that
the base provides to you because those
are the experiences you’ll never forget,”
said U.S. Marine Corps Pfc. Michael
Lam, an administrative specialist

with Headquarters and Headquarters
Squadron and a participant in the
festival. “Those are the experiences that
you may only get one chance in your life
to do.”

http://www.mcasiwakuni.marines.
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Japanese locals participate in the Nanao Festival in Masuda City, Japan, Nov. 3, 2018.
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U.S. Marine Corps Lance Cpl. Ilvan Urias, left, an adminstrative specialist with Headquarters
and Headquarters Squadron (H&HS), dresses in traditional clothing before the Nanao
Festival in Masuda City, Japan, Nov. 3, 2018.
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U.S. service members from MCAS Iwakuni participate in the Nanao Festival in Masuda City,
Japan, Nov. 3, 2018.
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U.S. Marine Corps Sgt. Nico Crooks, administrative specialists with H&HS, participate in the
Nanao Festival in Masuda City, Japan, Nov. 3, 2018.
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Japanese locals participate in the Nanao Festival in Masuda City, Japan, Nov. 3, 2018.
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U.S. service members from MCAS Iwakuni and J id. participate in the Nanao
Festival in Masuda City, Japan, Nov. 3,2018.

U.S. service bers from MCAS I
Japan, Nov. 3, 2018.

i participate in the Nanao Festival in Masuda City,
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Marines participate in 29th annual Kuragake Festival
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Story and photos by:
Cpl. Mason Roy
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U.S. Marines and Iwakuni locals
participated in the Kuragake Castle
Festival in Kuga, Iwakuni City, Japan,
Nov. 18, 2018.
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Iwakuni City held the 29th annual
Kuragake Castle Festival and Samurai
Parade to commemorate the battle of
faith in 1555. Five U.S. Marines from
Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni and
Japanese locals participated in the
parade dressed in samurai costumes.
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To prepare for “battle” service members
and locals were brought to a school gym
to dress and transform into samurai
warriors. Their uniforms contained a
samurai helmet, chest plate, plated legs
and sleeves, and a sword and shield.
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“The feeling is like when you become a
Marine,” said U.S. Marine Corps Pfc.
Michael Lam, administrative specialist
with Headquarters & Headquarters
Squadron. “My favorite part was putting
on the armor, it was motivating, we were
really enjoying ourselves.”
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After the ceremony the Marines walked
around, ate food and posed for photos
with local festival participants.
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“The festival was great,” said Lam. “The
food was amazing also, we ate a lot

of Kushiyaki and took a lot of photos.
It’s not every day that you see people
walking around in samurai armor,
especially foreigners.”
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“It’s an opportunity you may never have
again. It’s important to utilize all the
events that you can. Now that I've been
to two, it’s been amazing to participate
in these new experiences,” said Lam.
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U.S. Marine Corps Pfc. Jeremy Alfaro, combat graphic specialist with H

d

ters & Headquarters Squadron, poses for a

photo during the annual Kuragake Festival in Kuga, Iwakuni City, Japan, Nov. 18, 2018.

TA18RIITh NI EENRE DY TR SRS ILBMI 3 ERBELATA.
U.S. Marines and Japanese locals march in a parade during the annual Kuragake Festival in Kuga, lwakuni City, Japan,
Nov. 18, 2018.
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New friendships forged through healthy exercise, friendly competition

GHEGF ATA—T V- FX VI N)UE
Story and photos by:
Cpl. Stephen Campbell
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U.S. Marines and sailors participated in

the Iwakuni Friendship Relay Marathon
with local Japanese residents in Iwakuni
City, Japan, Dec. 2, 2018.
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The event was a collaboration between
organizations from Marine Corps Air
Station (MCAS) Iwakuni and Iwakuni
City as a way to form new friendship
through healthy exercise and friendly
competition.
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More than 200 teams of 5 — 15 runners
ran a 1.5 km relay course around Go! Go!
Field at Atago Hills Sports Complex for
four hours. The top three teams with the
most laps were awarded prizes.
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Yoshihiko Fukuda, the mayor of Iwakuni
City, presented a trophy, fresh lotus
roots, energy drinks, assorted candy,
complementary towels and water bottles
to the winning teams.

FCORBZEAMTELDSTTY, 1L
T, BEFB, a7 -7 LT —ST
LR, AR ki z2d oL E
BODOTE KRNI =T DAt
WL TAYYIABIET, ZNIERVHT
RAE FERBIRICESTDRAY Y MR 5 D
TY. |

“I found this event to be really
enjoyable,” said U.S. Marine Corps Sgt.
Maj. Joseph Gregory, the sergeant major
of MCAS Iwakuni. “Anytime we can

get together with the city of Iwakuni

is a great benefit to the youth of both
communities and the relationship
between the two in the long run.”

12B2BIKBERFE—YAVT Ly /A THES NI ARREIL—ISY AL TEZAFARNE.
' 4 Local Japanese residents participate in the Iwakuni Friendship Relay Marathon in lwakuni
City, Japan, Dec. 2,2018.

12A2HICBBRAR—YAVTLyIATHEThI-ARBEIL ISV /RS TEZERBELATASNE.
A UsS. service member and local Japanese residents participate in the lwakuni Friendship Relay
Marathon with local Japanese residents in Iwakuni City, Japan, Dec. 2, 2018.
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MCCS Iwakuni kicks eff U.S. - Japan children’s soccer tournament

IR - N—F RE
Story and photos by:
Lance Cpl. Seth Rosenberg
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i

MCAS Iwakuni and local Japanese residents gather to meet their teammates before the U.S.-Japan youth soccer tour

at Suo-Oshima, Japan, Oct. 21, 2018.

11

As friends and family gather in the
bleachers on the sideline, Marine Corps
Air Station (MCAS) Iwakuni residents
and local residents line up to start the
game. This is different from many of
their childhood sports tournaments.

This is an international game, a friendly
competition between local Japanese
children and air station residents at Suo-
Oshima, Japan, Oct. 21, 2018.
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The children line up to kick off, looking
in the opponents’ eyes as they begin the
game with a pass to a teammate.

A orh, A B R EFRRR—IL O
R e ik T E N =D It
YA ZXDR—IVEDN, ZNTRIEEALD T
b DRSEIBIZED K EEEHT2,D
FOKAERDHED LG VHEEWSB I,
PREEHREIIRIIES R B ERZEATZD i
BHROEITENINTGUEDS, A RTA
Y ONTRESTRIKL TV,

The children put their ball handling on
display, a worthy feat, as despite the

use of a youth-sized ball, it still reaches
near the knee for most of the players. A
few stumbles and some less-than-perfect
footwork and the parents sit on the
sidelines, seemingly anxious for what
happens next, hoping for as few new
stains as possible.
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A parent, immersed in the sport, shouts
“Yes!” and jumps out of his seat as the
first goal is made. Other parents discuss
the game over water and snacks brought
in portable coolers and purchased from
vending machines located nearby.
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“This is my third time attending this
event,” said U.S. Marine Corps Col.
Richard F. Fuerst, commanding officer
of MCAS Iwakuni. “And it’s been one

of my favorite events since I've been in
Iwakuni. For me, over the last few years,
this is an event I'll remember for the rest
of my time in the Marine Corps.”

VY dA—aA3I2=F ¢ - P —L A (MCCS)
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Marine Corps Community Services
(MCCS) Iwakuni worked with the
Chugoku-Shikoku Defense Bureau and
Suo-Oshima Town to make this and other
events possible, and it works to ensure
that families aboard MCAS Iwakuni are
immersed in unique experiences.
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“MCCS Iwakuni Youth Sports’ mission

is to provide MCAS Iwakuni youth

with fun, positive activities,” said Rumi
Burgel, the master of ceremonies for the
soccer tournament. “The Youth Sports
program offers opportunities for children
ages three to 15 chances to participate

in a variety of sports, including baseball,
soccer, flag football and cheerleading.”

(PRE). AMXBEHEFZESORE)IBZBER (PRE) . EEEHRROVF v —F-T7—ZbKRE(FR).

Masahiro Akase, center left, director general of the Chug

Bureau, Toshiyukio Nishikawa, center right, head of the Suo-

Oshima board of education, and U.S. Marine Corps Col. Richard F. Fuerst, center, commanding officer of MCAS lwakuni, pose for a photo with

athletes and coaches before the U.S.-Japan youth soccer tour

t at Suo-Oshi Japan, Oct. 21, 2018.

http://www.mcasiwakuni.marines.
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MCAS Iwakuni and local Jap resid shake hands after a game during the U.S.-Japan youth soccer tournament at

Suo-Oshima, Japan, Oct. 21, 2018.

" i ",
10821BICAMX BT CRESNBRFHRYT v H——F AV T A EETIEEABMEMTOF ]IS,
MCAS Iwakuni and local Jap resid play soccer during the U.S.-Japan youth soccer tournament at Suo-Oshima,
Japan, Oct. 21, 2018.
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THE 62nd IWAKUNI FESTIVAL
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Photos by: Cpl. Mason Roy
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Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni
personnel and Japan Maritime Self-
Defense Force service members
participated in the 62nd Iwakuni Matsuri
parade, Oct. 21, 2018. The participants
interacted with locals and danced in a
parade through downtown Iwakuni.
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FREESTYLE FRIENDSHIP
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Story and photos by:
Cpl. Mason Roy
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The Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS)
Iwakuni Tsunami Youth Swim Team
and the Iwakuni City Ocean Swim Team
participated in a swim meet in Iwakuni
City, Japan, Oct. 28, 2018.
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The event helped the Tsunamis
demonstrate their training throughout
the season by competing with a local
swim team.
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“My favorite part of today was watching
the kids be able to accomplish the
goals they’ve been setting,”
said U.S. Marine Corps
Master Sgt. Isaiah Kirk,
communications chief
with Headquarters and
headquarters Squadron.
“Alot of them
[children] say
I want to go to
the Olympics,
and a lot of
these big goals
take smaller
and achievable
goals to accomplish.”

W F— LSBT A E T
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The teams competed at Fitness Club
Ocean, which contains a 25 meter
pool rather than the 50 meter pool the
Tsunamis are used to swimming in.
By allowing these youth teams from
different countries to compete it helped
build cultural understanding and
friendships among one another.

(TN DIKIRF— L Z2 fal AR SEHNCARE L
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“We've invited the local Iwakuni swim
team to our base [MCAS Iwakuni] for

multiple years and this is the second
year in a row they invited us to their
swim meet so it’s an honor being here,”
said Kirk.
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As the teams pushed through each event
they had their fellow swimmers cheering
them on every stroke of the way.
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“Alot of people say it’s not a team sport,”
said Kirk. “The base donates its time

and the pool, coaches and volunteers are
donating 20 to 30 hours a week, and the
swimmers are donating their time as well.
It takes that coach to be here to coach,
and the swimmer to be here to swim.”

H—IWEERNYFI-F—LDaA—F=LE
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Kirk says that his daughter’s passion for
swimming influenced him to become a
volunteer coach for the Tsunamis.
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“My daughters been a competitive
swimmer for eight years,” said Kirk. “I
found myself on the pool deck all the
time watching her and decided I wanted
to help out. Every time the kids are

here they're wide eyed, ready to go and
excited. Coming together with events
like this shows the youth that we can be
friends, it builds comradery.” 3’

http://www.mcasiwakuni.marines.
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A swimmer with the MCAS Iwakuni Tsunami Youth Swim Team prepares to swim in a competitive event in Iwakuni City,

Japan, Oct. 28,2018.
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10828BICEE TR TITON e KFRRTHRIEITZ VT - 1—R AL F—LDEF,
A swimmer with the MCAS Iwakuni Tsunami Youth Swim Team swims in a competitive event
in Iwakuni City, Japan, Oct. 28, 2018.

DFEFB,
Swimmers from the MCAS Iwakuni Tsunami Youth Swim Team and Ocean Swim Team
compete during a swim meet in Iwakuni City, Japan, Oct. 28, 2018.

| =
10828BICEEFRTITONKEAXRRTRET BT — v/ RI1Z /T F—LORF,
A swimmer with Ocean Swim Team competes in a timed swimming event in lwakuni City,
Japan, Oct. 28, 2018.
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= STy
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A’ swimmer with Ocean Swim Team jumps into a pool in IWakuniCity, Japan, Oct. 28, 2018.
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CAS Twakuni hosts Halloween party with japahese reside
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Story and photo by:
Sgt. Joseph Abrego
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Marine Corps Community Services,
Youth and Teen Center hosted an annual
Youth and Teen Halloween Party with
the Shunan International Children’s
Club at Marine Corps Air Station
(MCAS) Iwakuni, Japan,
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“The purpose of the Halloween party was
to provide both American and Japanese
youth with the opportunity to participate

17
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Halloween Carnival in Twakuni City creates opportunity to make friends

10827 BICEERMTITONIL—R TV R e T4—2 < NAD4Y < IN—T4 T, A2 TR FHREBEERDZIEH LT BBORTHELIE
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A Japanese resident waits to scare children inside a haunted house during an annual Youth and Teen Halloween Party at

108198, Bk{n& (JAS) SEIEEETHH HFERIELTT2018)AS/N\OV1> - H—Z NIV ICBMTHEBEALIBTORAFA,
Local Jap and MCAS Iwakuni residents participate in the 2018 Japanese American Society Halloween Carnival in

MCAS Iwakuni, Japan, Oct. 27, 2018.

in a fun and safe event,” said Geraldine
Ragin, the Youth and Teen Center
director. “The youth were provided an
opportunity to connect through playing
games from both cultures, eating
American and Japanese style treats
and experiencing language and cultural
differences.”
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For this year’s annual event, the Shunan
International Children’s Club joined the

Youth and Teen Center in planning.
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“This party has occurred for the last
12-15 years; however, this is the very
first time that the Shunan International
Children's Club has collaborated

with us,” said Ragin. “The Shunan
International Children's Club did a great

job with the haunted house.”
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The Halloween party served as another

way for Americans and Japanese to come

together and experience new things.
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“These types of events are great for
building community relationships,” said
Ragin. “The adults and youth are able

to build long lasting friendships and
memories that could last a life-time. It
is very important that, as adults, we
continue to be that bridge for our future
leaders as well as taking advantage of
such a unique opportunity to learn from
each other.”

GHEGHH AT =T V- Fr T NIULE
and photo by:
phen Campbell
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The Japanese American Society (JAS)
Iwakuni and Iwakuni City sponsored

“the 2018 JAS Halloween Carnival in

Iwakuni City, Japan, Oct. 19, 2018.
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The carnival created an opportunity for
local Japanese and Marine Corps Air
Station (MCAS) Iwakuni residents to
make friends, enhance the U.S.-Japan
alliance and conduct cultural exchanges
by participating in the holiday together.

IR HAR NG BRA 4T b2 D
ANET, JEGETDIE, JASHE DR —-
INYEREE, MEEUTIN Y747 h)—
MESSTBE FELLSWV HAANET AV A

Iwakuni City, Japan, Oct. 19, 2018.
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“I think the Japanese in general

are very accepting of many types of
western culture,” said Bobby Shibazaki,
president of JAS Iwakuni. “Halloween
especially is a very popular event
because both Americans and Japanese
enjoy celebrating it by wearing costumes
and trick-or-treating.”
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Shibazaki said that events during the
carnival included face painting, trick-
or-treating, and costumes contests
categorized by age.
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The event had a fully integrated staf’
between board and committee members,
family members, JAS volunteers from

the air station and individuals from both
cultures to provide entertainment for the
guests.
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“It was a wonderful experience for

both us and them,” said U.S. Navy
Engineman 1st Class Xavier Gomez

d Headquarters

dress up as Japanese characters.”




www.mcasiwakunijp.marines.mil/

BAX{bZkbh 58 {EA

Air station residents experience taste of local culture
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Story and photos by:
Cpl. Andrew Jones
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Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni
residents and local Japanese residents
gathered at the Tsuzu Elementary
School for the 8th Annual Culture Day in
Tsuzu Town, Japan, Dec. 1, 2018.
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They gathered together to experience
Japanese customs such as calligraphy,
making a bamboo instrument called a
Shinobue and conducting a tea ceremony.
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Marine Corps Community Services
Iwakuni Cultural Adaptation Program
and the Youth and Teen Center co-
sponsored the event in order to bring
Japanese and American families together.
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Events such as this one brings families

from Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS)

Iwakuni into the community and

shows them a side of Japan which they

wouldn’t see in passing.
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“I have three kids who love coming

here, spending time with Japanese kids
and doing things outside of our comfort
zone,” said Logistics Specialist 2nd Class
David Cronin, with Headquarters and
Headquarters Squadron.
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The families departed the school after
learning how to make Japanese meals,
participating in a tea ceremony and
receiving hand painted papers with their

19

names in calligraphy.
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Hiroaki Maeno, a representative of

the Tsuzu International Exchange
Relationship Village, said that he

is proud of Tsuzu Town and that

the program serves to provide an
opportunity for Americans to experience
Japanese culture and the local area.
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For more information on trips similar
to this, contact the Cultural Adaptation
Program or the Youth and Teen Center.
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U.S. Navy Logistics Specialist 3rd Class Anthony Campbell, left,
and Noriko Okuhara, a nutrionist at Tsuzu Elementary School.

BERNERT12A1BICHESNERZ R TEROT—IIVOAVICKEZEM{EALBIEHEA.
Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS) lwakuni and local Japanese residents gather around a calligraphy table.

BFAGBIL SEHEIVERES. B12BRMEBETRFRDORITIV- 7758 R (BHE),
U.S. Marine Corps Master Sgt. Michael Wampler, right, a powerplants chief with Marine Aviation Logistics Squadron (MALS)
12, learns from a Japanese instructor how to make Shinobue.

http://www.mcasiwakuni.marines.
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American and Japanese educators collaborate at MCAS Iwakuni

GHEH Va7 - 77 d K
Story and photos by:
Sgt. Joseph Abrego
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Iwakuni Elementary School invited six
educators from the Shimane Prefecture
to observe classroom activities at Marine
Corps Air Station (MCAS) Iwakuni,
Japan, Oct. 30, 2018.
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“This kind of event builds a good
friendship between our school and the
local schools,” said Yoko Hamagiri, a host
nation teacher at Iwakuni Elementary
School. “It's also nice for Japanese school
teachers to know about our school, so
they can help us with planning for future
exchange programs.”
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Along with viewing classrooms and
activities, the local educators were also
able to interact with the students and
ask the teachers questions.
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“I believe both Japanese and American
educators are always searching for
improvement,” said Hamagiri. “We want
to learn better strategies and better
activities to teach the students well.
Today's visitors mentioned how much
they learned from this short visitation.

I hope they found something new and
useful which they may want to try in their
schools to teach their students better.”

TaF el

108308, RFEIHFNTIATIZ - IL AV R — R)— VOB ZETHHE RS EIREDOHE,
Alocal Japanese educator views a classroom setting at Iwakuni Elementary School on Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni,
Japan, Oct. 30, 2018.

L
10A30BICRFICFHINBIRROBBICREDMRBE TS, ATI= - IL AV 2 — 27— V3FEBRLHDIRZ— 73V ERE (BEEA).
Esther Anelli, right, a third-grade teacher with lwakuni El tary School, explains a lesson to local Japanese educators at
MCAS Iwakuni, Japan, Oct. 30, 2018.

108308, 1772 ILAVZY—R7— V3 FERLHDIRF— TRV EEDREDFEFERF TS, BIREOHA.
Esther Anelli, a third-grade teacher with | i E y School, reviews a lesson with her students at MCAS Iwakuni,
Japan, Oct. 30, 2018.
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Lance Cpl. Tahira Gatson
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Origin: Rayville, LA

Job: Postal Clerk, Post Office
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Q. Why did you join the Marine Corps?

A. | decided to join for the benefits. Free college, traveling, the money,
and | also wanted to know if | had what it takes to be a Marine.

Q. BAHITOWTHATLEEL,

A BEHAORBERESLTEWVTWE T EMAREFOALSET
BEYEESFHEZ LI EHRD AR IcELN D% R
FTOVET MO WEELNETEZLBIE T, FIA IS BEYZ %
DT EEIF ZOEEYOI—FEXF v LTCEHEE R T L
(AMPS) [EANDLE T, RIS 24> \)L (EDL) D/N—23—
RERIDX) fo b —HEICRAF v LR T, miIhMEREE S L
TT7AIBICESNSGZEIF. BERADELDERF v L. ZNHV AT
LAEENE T, Z DR FEERORICANTARDREMZE
STESN ZTHOSEEYE T A AICHEEXENE T,

Q. Can you describe your job in more detail?

A. I work as a Military Postal Clerk. I help send out mail and receive
mail to give to everyone. There are many details that go into it.
For example; when sending out everyone’s mail, we have to scan
it into our Automated Military Postal System (AMPS) and then
scan the matching Enhanced Distribution Label (EDL) barcode
with the destination each package is going to. If a package that's
going to the states, that is endorsed with priority, we would scan
the PRIORITY EDL. It will be processed in the system and we put it
into a bag so it will be either dispatched to ANA or JAL to take the
mail to be sent out.

Q. AETHLWERLADIZEALIFTI D, e  BLLWERLSZD
BEAGETI D,

A BERICTIFIRLIZADRDZD T ZDOXGIFHE LN ELHYE
T EERBOICRD NEDPY AL BEEDPYAIENNG
WELHEDOTT, —FBRELVW LI AR TLHLEEBE—
REICEBITBILETY,

Q. What part of your job is difficult and what part do you enjoy?
A. The difficulty within my job for me is dealing with various
individuals and how they handle things vs how | would handle
things. My favorite part of the job is getting to be with my best
friends.
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Q. BEEAILGOTULEITNIRE AZELTWERVWETH?
ABEBEICGESTWRITNWE OS2 270 ALY I (RO 5
IR BTV ERVWE T, VA AXEDKIFERD T, ek
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Q. If you were not a Marine, what would you be doing now?

A. If l was not a Marine, I'd probably be attending some community
college. | want to be a teacher and teach American Literature,
because | love the subject! | would also have a small job to support
my family. My mother has eight kids so | want to help her.

Q. 7AVUABERNTHFAMRITE ICESENSDHDIZFRITHYETH?
AIWADTFINGESZ2—F—) VY XEHFRTUELNTY, TTE
LLBREHT.RIVTAT7Z (AR v I DEE)) IERHCEITNT
T T F P AMTIEZASADEEND TT, ETEHRELM LA T\
BHEMELIZEPOTET,

Q. Where in the U.S. would you recommend Japanese tourists
visit?

A.lwould like the Japanese tourist to visit New Orleans. It's super
fun and festive and just crazy especially for Mardi Gras. For Texas, |
would also recommend going to the Dallas area. It's very historical
and something is always happening there every day.

Q. BAT—BIFELLDIIATTH?

A BERDFEREEB D KFETT, ECEFEMGELEBNE
T BERBT—EFEFEELDIEST—AVTT,

Q. What do you love most about Japan?

A.llove the cleanliness and the food of Japan, and it's super
peaceful. My favorite Japanese food is ramen!

Q. AIMFIIMNABZENEHBYE T H?
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ERCE LI A BIC DT EERBRE BT TNBEAD I E
AATIEWNDBRBHLTVET,

Q. What else would you like to say?

A.I've always wanted to come here as a kid, mostly because |
love anime. | feel as though | was blessed to be here as my first
duty station. | always want to thank the Japanese for letting us
experience all this.

Q. BEBICABULEREHRITILEL,
A.—DIZBEOBFEICIEDY feh o e e Z DB A AFE
SRTOBHHDIRELIETT. BR—FEDEIEEDTY
DNEHEDREIEZHOTTCICTAEDH VDS IAmHLL
feLEWSsaLMEmERLCE LTz,

Q. Why did you join the U.S. Marine Corps?

A.ljoined for a couple of reasons; first was to help protect the
nation from harm from all over the world. The second was
because of the attacks on September 11th. As a junior in High
School | knew right then and there it was my calling to help fight
the War on Terrorism.

Q. BHRITOVTHATLEEL,

A EEEMTITON TV NRRGEOHEGRZE TN TEELT
WE T, FIFRDEENZ DTN EE L BN E O BEKRELE
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EEBBHDETT HES TCOIIRZEEE L CWSROREREIER
IR EDHERTT,

Q. Can you describe your job in more detail?

A. | supervise all live-fire training conducted aboard MCAS
Iwakuni for small arms. When | am not the Marine conducting the
classes, | am watching the Marines that are giving the class and
that all classes are being conducted properly and that all areas
are covered during class. | am constantly watching all personnel
that are conducting the live fire on the range ensuring safety

is being conducted at all times, and no one person is doing
anything they are not supposed to be doing, which could lead

to an unsafe environment on the range. Ultimately my number
one job during all the supervising that | conduct is to ensure and
maintain safety on the range.

Q. AEHTHLWERELBILIZEABLILETTH?

A FZEL G TG ST WEIRE TN THREICITOTEIZBETIE
HVER o aEEMICIZZ L DBRENMLTVE T A T
BLENZDRIMPERBEHDEZVE T HADIIRIEEEAAT
ITHOBACIEEVIIROEEZRLTEBLTWE S, D7EEd3
D ARDIIRARZBICHELTWE T, Z29 5L TEDEED
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Staff Sergeant Brian Close
e AL TN TS5 8K
(s RV A5 (SAR)HE S L7
Origin: Grants Pass, OR

Job: SNCOIC of the Indoor Small Arms
Range (ISAR)
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Q. What are the difficult parts and favorite parts of your job?
A. The difficult part of my job is ensuring | am able to afford and
make all required live, fire events possible. MCAS Iwakuni has
many different personnel that require many different types of
qualifications. | have ranges that are a must, and other ranges
are; “can | find the time to get them in for training?” | have to
always be aware a minimum of three months prior to training

events. This allows me the ability to look at my calendar and see
where | can fit in training for all personnel on station.

Q. 7AVAHEBET—BIFELLDIIEH H{ADKIEHVEITH?
A BOMEZDINARIFED LLRE LI WODBE LA LTVE
T EIIBOSZTDOL Y EZ EFRIFHOTINE LT ZDED
P BORBEZELNLIESTLIFDELEVE LT,

Q. What is your favorite American food or something your
mother used to make for you?

A. My mother's pasta is food that | miss and enjoy whenever |

am back home visiting. My wife has done an outstanding job
learning my mother's recipes, so | am not missing them as much
as | could be.

Q.AMNMFFIMAZZEIEHVETH?

A BRIFSEINDSE D RAPRIKICEIEFN TUFLLERK
CTWBIHA T, BRERICIFHANANEGZAHNZLHHD T &
EE TCOMEBETIEBVE B A 7 XUAICR>TH HATD
EER LB Z T B DI RikEARBRZF AL CAKRICRDTL%D
HUTT,

Q. What else would you like to say?

A. Japan is a place that | have and will continue to tell my family
and friends to come and visit. There are so many different areas
and places to visit that the time | have here is not long enough.

I would plan a family vacation to return to Japan in order to
continue to see and experience all that Japan has to offer.

Photo by Sgt. Akeel Austin
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Air station recognizes Japanese employees for service
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Civilian Human Resources Office at
Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS)
Iwakuni, Japan conducted a length-
of-service ceremony for master labor
contractors (MLC) and individual hire
agreement (IHA) employees in order

to recognize the employees for their
years of service, Oct. 25, 2018. During
the ceremony, U.S. Marine Corps Col.
Richard F. Fuerst, commanding officer
of MCAS Iwakuni, and Masahiro
Akase, director general of Chugoku-
Shikoku Defense Bureau, presented
certificates and anniversary gifts to the
representatives of awardees. 106 MLCs
and IHA employees were recognized for a
total of 2,140 years of combined service.




