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“Kintai” is the quarterly magazine issued by Marine Corps
Air Station Iwakuni, for the local Japanese in Iwakuni City,
to help their understanding of MCAS Iwakuni's roles and
obligations under the Treaty of Mutual Cooperation and
Security. This is authorized by the United States Marine
Corps, however, does not always reflect the official views

or opinions of the U.S. government or the U.S. Department
of Defense. Please e-mail, mail, or fax your opinions and

questions to us with contact information provided.
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JMSDF, MCAS Iwakuni take Friendship Day 2019 to new altitudes
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History in the making: “The President’s Own” United States Marine Band visits

Japan for first time
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Friendly neighborhood Single Marine Program
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De-escalating future escalator incidents from escalating into heartbreaking tragedies
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26.2 miles of farmland and fighter jets
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Thunder rolls through Yamaguchi
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Another grand slam for team USA-Japan
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Residents from Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni attend Japanese driving course
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Americans learn Japanese history through Hiroshima Peace Park visit
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Interview with service members : Cpl. Sergio Contreras & HM3 Tarena Larkie
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Friendship Day '89: the first year of the Heisei era
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Cover photo:

A Japanese visitor poses for a photo with U.S. Sailors,
Helicopter Maritime Strike Squadron (HSM) 51 during
the 43rd Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force — Marine
Corps Air Station lwakuni Friendship Day at MCAS
Iwakuni, Japan, May 5, 2019. Since 1973, MCAS
Iwakuni has held a single-day air show designed to
foster positive relationships and offer an exciting
experience that displays the communal support
between the U.S. and Japan.

Photo by Sgt. Timothy Valero
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JMSDF, MCAS Iwakuni take Friendship Day 2019 to new altitudes
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Story by:
Sgt. Joseph Abrego
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For more than four decades, live aircraft
performances, hot food, cold beverages
and service members from the U.S.

and Japan have created opportunities
for new experiences and everlasting
memories through a single-day air show
which, over the years, has evolved into
a multi-generational tradition: the 43rd
JMSDF/MCAS Iwakuni Friendship Day
2019.
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“This year marks the 43rd Friendship
Day held at MCAS Iwakuni,” said U.S.
Marine Corps Capt. Jacob Billups, the
MCAS Iwakuni aviation safety officer
and Friendship Day lead planner.
“Friendship Day has become an annual
tradition in showcasing to the public the
close working relationships that have
developed between U.S. service members
and our Japanese counterparts. Iwakuni
is a microcosm of the strong ties that
exist between our two countries, and

we look forward to the opportunity to
celebrate this relationship with our
friends and neighbors every year.”
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Indeed, diversity flooded the streets

of MCAS Iwakuni as approximately
165,000 aircraft enthusiasts and future
aviators made their way to the Marine
Corps’ only shared-use commercial

and military flight line to witness the
extraordinary, and history-making,
airshow as it flew by.
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“For the first time, we featured the U.S.
Navy F/A-IS tactical demonstration
team as part of the show as well as
a U.S. Air Force C-17 demonstration
flight,” said Billups.
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Along with the performance from Carrier
Air Wing 5, many other historic events
filled the airspace, such as: a Japan
Ground Self-Defense Force rappelling
demonstration, a U.S. Air Force F-16
demonstration, the classic race between
an automobile and Japan’s favored
Whiskey Papa, the return of the F-35B
II Lightning demonstration, and a full
show-of-force with a Marine Air Ground
Task Force demonstration.
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According to Billups, Friendship Day is
one of the largest airshows in Japan, and
one of the most unique airshows in the
world. He added that the airshow often
hosts a large amount of people, yet still
feels like a local venue, and both the air
station and the community look forward
to it every year.
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Koudai and Kaisuke Hayashi, twin boys
who traveled from Fukuyama City, said
they like Friendship Day because they
can see various kinds of aircraft such as
the Osprey and F-35.

DT TR Z U E IR T2 D, FTVIRFIC
NG FGAR=R>TOEBLOEAD
B LA L TN T,

They also mentioned that they inherited
their love for aircraft from their

http://www.mcasiwakuni.marines.
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A pilot with Carrier Air Wing Five, Strike Fighter Squadron (VFA) 195 waves his hand to guests on the F/A-18 Super Hornet during the 43rd Japan
Maritime Self-Defense Force — Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni Friendship Day at MCAS Iwakuni, Japan, May 5, 2019. Photo: Lance Cpl. Angelo Sagum

grandfather who was part of a hang
glider team in his younger years.
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Another airshow attendee, Hiroshi
Takenada, a three-year Friendship Day
veteran, exclaimed his excitement as he
attempted to capture photographs of a
near-mach-speed F-16. He added that he
and his family placed Japanese and U.S.
flags in front of their tent to show their
love for Friendship Day.
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The essence of Friendship Day flies far
beyond the airfield at which it takes
place. The airshow takes months of
coordination between JMSDF, Iwakuni
City and MCAS Iwakuni.
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“The relationships with the City of
Iwakuni and the JMSDF are both
crucial to Friendship Day and our
overall mission at MCAS Iwakuni
every day,” said Billups. “Without our
mutual cooperation, we would be unable
to effectively host this event or even
operate as efficiently as we do together.
We are proud of the strong bonds we've
developed here in Iwakuni, toward
ensuring success for this event and for
each other.”
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Preserving the legacy, and taking
Friendship Day to new altitudes,
continues to positively reinforce the
U.S.-Japan relationship and leaves the
door wide-open for future endeavors.
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"It has been my distinct pleasure to
serve as commanding officer of MCAS
Iwakuni for three Friendship Days,”
said Col. Richard Fuerst, commanding
officer of MCAS Iwakuni. “I hope that
the tradition of Friendship Day will live
on long after I leave and it will continue
to highlight the mutual respect and
cooperation between our two nations
that make this alliance so strong. MCAS
Iwakuni truly is the crown jewel of the
Marine Corps and we showed that today
with this awesome event. Thank you

to all involved for your hard work and
for making my final Friendship Day so
special.”
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History in the making: “The President’s Own” United States
Marine Band visits Japan for first time

GHEHHF TR a—-Va—V Ak
Story and photos by:
Cpl. Andrew Jones
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“The President’s Own” United States
Marine Band traveled to Japan
and delivered a once-in-a-lifetime
performance for Japanese locals and
Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS)
Iwakuni residents at the Yamaguchi
Prefectural Culture Hall Sinfonia
Iwakuni, May 19, 2019.
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The lights dimmed for the sold-out

show as the red-clad Marine-musicians
orchestrated melodies that danced into the
eardrums of roughly 1,200 locals and air
station residents during their performance
in Iwakuni City, Yamaguchi Prefecture.
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The centuries-old musical group rarely
travels outside of the United States and
has never before visited Japan. The last
time the band performed internationally
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"The President’s Own” United States Marine Band performs at the Yamaguchi Prefectural

Culture Hall Sinfonia Iwakuni in |
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i City, Japan, May 19, 2019.

was 2001 in Switzerland, making this
trip truly historic and unique.
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Tomoe Fukuda, the wife of Yoshihiko
Fukuda, the Iwakuni City mayor, said
she heard that this was the first time
that “The President’s Own” had come to
Japan, and the concert was both dynamic
and heartwarming. She also mentioned
that she thought the performers and

the audience became one as they were
connected through the music.
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“The fact that the Marine Band has
come to Japan for the first time in

our 220-year history means that the
audiences which we have encountered
are seeing the Marine Band for the very
first time,” said U.S. Marine Corps Col.
Jason Fettig, the 28th director of “The
President’s Own” United States Marine
Band. “We have definitely felt, as we

the band at the Sinfonia Iwal
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U.S. Marine Corps Col. Jason Fettig, the director of "The

have performed for these audiences in
these four cities which we have visited,
that these concerts are truly special.”
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The band traveled throughout Japan for
eight days, starting in Yokohama, where
they performed with a Japanese military
musical group which they had performed
with in the past.
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“Our first concert in Yokohama was a
collaboration with the Japan Ground
Self-Defense Force Central Band, and
we had about 120 musicians on stage,”
said Master Gunnery Sgt. Chris Clark,
the trombone section leader with “The
President’s Own.” “It was a really
wonderful way to connect with our
Japanese colleagues. We had previously
performed with them in Washington
D.C. on one of their visits, so it was great
to come here and get to see them in their
home country and perform with them.”

Japan, May 19, 2019.

i in Iwakuni City,

Culture Hall Sinfonia Iwakuniin |
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"The President’s Own” United States Marine Band performs at the Yamaguchi Prefectural

i City, Japan, May 19, 2019.
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The group then moved to Kanazawa
and then on to Hamamatsu where they
played for the Japan Band Clinic, a well-
known group of directors and teachers
in Japan. For the final stop of the tour

a concert was held in Iwakuni City,
where the Sinfonia Iwakuni concert hall
performance was sold-out.
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Hideki Wakabayashi, director of Sinfonia
Iwakuni, said that the songs entered

the ears and went straight to the hearts
of the people listening, and he got the
impression that the Marine Band loved
Japan. He also mentioned that if the
audiences love the songs and the band
loves Japan that it creates a loop, the
two groups of people become united and
share the same feelings.
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Iwakuni City is located in western Japan
and hosts MCAS Iwakuni. MCAS Iwakuni
hosts a variety of tenant commands,
including Marine Aircraft Group 12,

the U.S. Navy’s Carrier Air Wing 5 and

BEBOAVVTS/BFOYF Y174~ IVF—EEE
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U.S. Marine Corps Gunnery Sgt. Sara Sheffield, left,
a mezzo soprano vocalist, and Col. Jason Fettig,
the 28th Director, both with "The President’s Own”
United States Marine Band, perform at the Sinfonia
Iwakuni in Iwakuni City, Japan, May 19, 2019.

the Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force
(JMSDF) Fleet Air Wing (FAW) 31.
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“The great alliance that the United
States and Japan share is important

to our collective success,” said Col.
Richard Fuerst, the commanding officer
of MCAS Iwakuni. “We work very hard
here in Iwakuni to support the alliance
and to maintain the readiness of the
U.S. Marines, the U.S. Navy and the
JMSDF stationed here, while at the
same time being the best neighbors

we can be. Events like this help us to
maintain the already-great relationship
that we enjoy through mutual respect
and shared interests, and they are also
a lot of fun. I want to thank Col. Fettig
and Mr. Wakabayashi and all the others
who have given us the opportunity to
participate in today’s concert.”
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While stateside, the main duties of the

http://www.mcasiwakuni.marines.

band include playing for the President

of the United States, Commandant of
the Marine Corps, as well as regular
ceremonial performances in the
Washington D.C. area. The band is
known for playing time-honored military
classics such as Semper Fidelis, Stars
and Stripes Forever, Anchors Aweigh and
other musical pieces, many of which are
the works of John Philip Sousa.
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.“One of the special things about the
Marine Band and our history is that
John Philip Sousa, the famous American
bandmaster and composer, was the 17th
director of the Marine Band,” said Fettig.
“He served as director from 1880 to 1892
and it was during those years when

he started to become well known as a
composer of marches. Interestingly, here
in Japan, John Philip Sousa is incredibly
popular. There is, in fact, a Japanese
Sousa Society and there is tremendous
enthusiasm for Sousa’s Marches. (His
music) has transcended America and
gone all over the world. We've included
several Sousa Marches on our tour and
the reception to Sousa here has been
nothing short of astounding.”
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U.S. Marine Corps Col. Jason Fettig, right, the director of "The President’s Own” United States
Marine Band, presents a framed picture to Col. Richard Fuerst, the commanding officer of
Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS) Iwakuni, during a concert in Iwakuni City, Japan, May 19, 2019.
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Friendly neighborhood Single Marine Program
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Story and photos by:
Pfec. Kevin Alarcon
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The Single Marine Program (SMP) held
their 5th annual Days of Service which
took place from April 15-19 in various
locations throughout Iwakuni City and
Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni.
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The Days of Service is a week-long event
with multiple volunteer opportunities
that culminate with the final day of
events, the Day of Service.
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Many of the participants in the Days of
Service said they volunteered for reasons

9

spanning from kindling the relationship
between the U.S. and Japan, to enjoying
volunteer opportunities.
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Oana Ivanoff, the Marine lounge
manager for the SMP, coordinated the
events that took place throughout the
week.
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Ivanoff said she likes to keep the
volunteer opportunities diverse; this
year, participants took part in clean-ups
in various locations, including Yuu beach
and the Kintai Bridge, and a picnic with
Japanese nursing home residents.
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Volunteers for the Single Marine Program’s 5th annual Day of Service pick up trash in lwakuni City, Japan, April 19, 2019. The
Days of Service is a week-long event with multiple volunteer opportunities that culminates with the final day of the event,

the Day of Service.

“There were daily volunteer
opportunities on and off the installation,’
said Ivanoff. “For the Day of Service we
did a clean-up on and off base. Everyone
gathered at the end for food and fun
activities.”
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“By doing events like the Day of Service
we build and continue the alliance
between the U.S. and Japan, and of
course we make new friends and build
new relationships,” Ivanoff said.
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One of the participants, U.S. Marine
Corps Lance Cpl. Hunter Erskine, a
military police officer with Headquarters
and Headquarters Squadron (H&HS),
said he enjoyed participating in events
like the Day of Service.
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U.S. Marine Corps Sgt. China Keppler, a meteorological and
oceanographic analyst forecaster with Headquarters and
Headquarters Squadron, holds her Volunteer of the Year
award at Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni, Japan, April 19,
2019.
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“I've done multiple volunteer events and
they’re fun,” said Erskine. “They have a
great impact on the community and it’s
a good way to improve our relationship
with Japan.”
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The Day of Service concluded with one
of the participants, Sgt. China Keppler,
a meteorological and oceanographic
analyst forecaster with H&HS, receiving
a Volunteer of the Year award for her
contributions and dedication to the SMP.
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After Keppler received her award, the
volunteers had lunch and participated
in activities such as football, sumo
wrestling and a Humvee pull.

http://www.mcasiwakuni.marines.
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Volunteers for the Single Marine Program’s 5th annual Day of Service eat lunch after the event at Marine Corps Air Station
Iwakuni, Japan, April 19, 2019.
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Volunteers for the Single Marine Program’s 5th annual Day of Service pick up trash in lwakuni City, Japan, April 19, 2019. The
Days of Service is a week-long event with multiple volunteer opportunities that culminates with the final day of the event,
the Day of Service.

10



www.mcasiwakunijp.marines.mil/

HELERIOGHRIIRAAL —2—BRERST
De-escalating future escalator incidents from escalating
into heartbreaking tragedies

HHEF AT =T V- Fr T NULE
Story and photos by:
Cpl. Stephen Campbell
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Even after its closure, the old Marine
Corps Exchange (MCX) on Marine Corps
Air Station (MCAS) Iwakuni still serves
a purpose on base. Slated for demolition
later this year, firefighters with MCAS
Iwakuni Fire Department used the dark,
empty building to conduct escalator
rescue drills on April 9, 2019.
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Firefighters with Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS) Iwakuni Fire Department conduct the rescue of a simulated casualty trapped in an
escalator during an escalator rescue drill at MCAS Iwakuni, Japan, April 9, 2019.
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Since this type of training can destroy an
escalator, firefighters saw the upcoming
demolition as an opportunity to jump on
some uncommon training without the
escalator requiring a repair. This was
also a rare training event because there
aren’t many military installations in
Japan that have escalators.
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Issei Hashimoto, a firefighter with
MCAS Iwakuni Fire Department,

said that the number of escalator
accidents that happen may be small,

but they do happen. This is a very rare
and important training opportunity

to respond to accidents like that. If a
passenger got stuck in an escalator,

the firefighters could take too long if
they don’t have the skills to rescue the
trapped passenger.
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To give an idea of how rare and
important this training was, Toru
Hirota, the performance assessment
representative at Facilities Support
Contracts, said this was his first
escalator rescue training experience
after 13 years with his employer. Also,
the escalator has been on the air station
for approximately 25 years and this was
the first training held, mostly due to
high repair expenses.
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“This is the first training in my life...

and probably the last training in my
life,” said Hirota.
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Firefighters used a life-sized adult test
dummy to simulate a passenger falling
through an escalator, and they used
small test dummy body parts to simulate
a small child’s foot or hand getting stuck.
Each simulated incident was treated

as an actual emergency response and
the firefighters treated each simulated
injury with care by assessing the blood
pressure and heart rate of each test
dummy. They also carried each dummy
away from the scene on a stretcher.
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Firefighters with Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS) Iwakuni Fire Department free a simulated
casualty from an escalator during an escalator rescue drill at MCAS Iwakuni, Japan, April 9, 2019.
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Firefighters with Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS) Iwakuni Fire Department free a simulated
casualty from an escalator during an escalator rescue drill at MCAS Iwakuni, Japan, April 9,2019.
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After each test dummy was carried away,
responders huddled together in a circle
and held an after action brief to describe
what it was like to pull the simulated
limbs, or bodies, out of the escalator,
their effectiveness, what they could do to
improve and discussed the well-being of
each simulated passenger affected.
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The reason they treated this as a very
serious situation is because many times
firefighters are the first responders

to provide medical support whenever

a real incident occurs. They intend to
save lives that could be impacted by an
escalator incident quickly and efficiently
as possible in the future.
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http://www.mcasiwakuni.marines.
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None of this training would have been
possible without station facilities, who
allowed the firefighters to use the obsolete
escalator. Hirota said he coordinated
with seven different organizations for
this training such as Marine Corps
Community Services, Army Corps of
Engineers, the government of Japan and
others to get this training up and going.
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Overall, this training grants firefighters’
increased confidence if an incident ever
were to occur.
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Hashimoto said that as a firefighter,

his mission is to save lives. He’s just
thankful for the opportunity to do this
and is hgeful to do training like this
again.
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Firefighters with Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS) Iwakuni Fire Department inspect a hole in an
escalator before conducting escalator rescue drills at MCAS Iwakuni, Japan, April 9,2019.
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26.2 miles of farmland and fighter jets
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Story and photos by:
Cpl. Andrew Jones
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Three hundred and sixty-one Japanese
residents, Marine Corps Air Station
Iwakuni residents and U.S. service
members ran through the flight line and
residential areas of MCAS Iwakuni and
Iwakuni City, April 7, 2019.
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The runners weren’t exactly running to
or from something but rather they were
running for something: the 52nd Annual
Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni
Marathon and Half Marathon.
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U.S. service members, Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS) |

52nd MCAS Iwakuni Marathon and Half Marathon, April 7, 2019.
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The event is held by Marine Corps
Community Services Iwakuni and
supported in various ways by Iwakuni
City and the air station. For the first
time the marathon was held both on and
off base and the route included parts of
the flight line. The race offered a unique
opportunity for Japanese residents

who normally only see the flight line
during the air station’s annual air show,
Friendship Day, which is scheduled for
May 5.
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“We decided to change the route this
year just to switch it up a little bit and
make it more exciting for participants,”
said Woneata Stallworth, the assistant

and local Jap

participate in the

athletic director at SemperFit for Marine
Corps Community Services Iwakuni. “I
think we've achieved that pretty well.
Most people don’t get to go on the flight
line at all and running off base was a
nice touch to this race.”
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One-hundred and seventy people from
the air station and the local Japanese
population volunteered for the event

and guided the runners while providing
water, electrolyte drinks and fruit.
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One runner shared her personal story of
camaraderie which was just an example
of what could be seen throughout the
course and at the finish line.
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“A Japanese local realized I was just a
few steps behind him, following in his
wind,” said Sgt. Rachel Lucrezia, the
training chief for Aircraft Rescue and
Fire Fighting. “He turned around and
told me to close the gap and he pushed
me for the next three miles before he
stopped to get some water.”
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Japanese participants took the race,
winning nearly all categories.
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Yoshihisa Nagashita finished in first
place for the men’s category of the
marathon, with a time of 2:37:40. Etsuko
Fujii finished in first place for the
women’s category of the marathon with
a time of 3:02:14. Keiichiro Tomomori
finished in first place for the men’s
category of the half marathon with

a time 1:15:02. Yoshimi Tsutsumoto
finished in first place for the women’s
category of the half marathon with a
time of 1:21:02.

http://www.mcasiwakuni.marines.
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U.S. Marines help service members, Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS) |

s

and local J resid

P

wristbands before the 52nd MCAS lwakuni Marathon and Half Marathon, April 7, 2019.
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A local Japanese resident runs during the 52nd Marine
Corps Air Station (MCAS) Iwakuni Marathon and Half
Marathon, April 7, 2019.
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U.S. service members, Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS) |
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Alocal Japanese resident runs through the finish line
during the 52nd Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS) Iwakuni
Marathon and Half Marathon, April 7, 2019.

)

and local Jap

participate in the 52nd MCAS Iwakuni Marathon and Half Marathon, April 7, 2019.
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Thunder rolls through Yamaguchi
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Story and photos by:
Pfc. Kevin Alarcon
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The Torii Riders hosted the Iwakuni
Thunder Run at Marine Corps Air
Station (MCAS) Iwakuni, Japan, May
24, 2019.
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The Thunder Run was an inaugural
station sanctioned motorcycle ride
hosted by the Torii Riders, the
Headquarters and Headquarters
Squadron Motorcycle Mentorship
Program, to encourage ongoing rider
education and skill development

to reduce the risks associated with
motorcycle riding during the 2019

15

Critical Days of Summer season.
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“As the weather warms up and people
get out, statistically that’s when
accidents occur most often,” said U.S.
Marine Corps Lt. Col. John Harris, the
executive officer of MCAS Iwakuni. “This
is part of our awareness campaign as the
weather warms up.”
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Harris said the club began as a group

of friends riding on the weekends in

the mountains until they came to the
realization that H&HS was required

to have a club per Marine Corps Order
5100.19.F.
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MCO 5100.19F states any battalion
sized command, or larger, is required to
have a Motorcycle Mentorship Program
and hold quarterly rides for safety
training. While the Torii Riders are
required to hold quarterly training for
service members, the Thunder Run was
an event that Harris wanted to hold for
all motorcycle enthusiasts on the station,
to include both Japanese and American
civilians.
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| Iwakuni Thunder Run riders ride through the streets of Iwakuni City, Japan, May 24, 2019. The Thunder Run was an inaugural
. station sanctioned motorcycle ride hosted by the Torii Riders, the Headquarters and Headquarters Squadron Motorcycle Mentorship
" Program, to promote the correct use of proper protective equipment and safety throughout the 101 Critical Days of Summer.
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Iwakuni Thunder Run riders pose for a group picture at
Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, May 24, 2019.

RHBET DRI T, REDFHICRAITLTINEEEERERE
ROEREL—RICERERS. Y/ 4—-5V08NE.
Iwakuni Thunder Run riders pose for a group picture ata
rest stop in Kuga, Yamaguchi, Japan, May 24, 2019. The
Iwakuni Police Department’s traffic division ensured the
route was safe and two police officers escorted the group
during the ride.
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“There are a lot of pockets of riders and
lots of enthusiasts around, but there’s

no big overarching group or organization
and that’s what we kind of want to get
after,” said Harris. “There’s world class
riding in this area. What we want to

do with the Motorcycle Mentorship
Program, or the Torii Riders, is create an
umbrella organization, sanctioned by the
station, where we can get out and talk
about safety, safe riding habits and see
this beautiful country.”
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http://www.mcasiwakuni.marines.
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U.S. Marine Corps Lt. Col. John Harris, the executive officer of Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, presents Osamu Koizumi, the
Superintendent Chief of the Iwakuni Police Department, a plaque; showing appreciation for IPD's support of the Thunder Run.
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U.S. Marine Corps Lt. Col. John Harris, the executive officer
of Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni, discusses safety with
Iwakuni Thunder Run riders, May 24, 2019.

“I love riding and I love to encourage
people to ride,” said Harris. “A lot of
times we downplay the dangers you know,
‘don’t ride motorcycles because they're
dangerous,’ but it’s really like anything
else. If you learn how to ride it safely, it’s
a fantastic way to get out, de-stress and
just enjoy the countryside,” said Harris.
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The Thunder Run started at the air
station and traveled roughly 90 km to
Suo-oshima Island. The ride had three
resting points where participants were
able to stretch their legs, share stories
and discuss their rides. The first resting
point was in Kuga, Yamaguchi with the
two final rest stops on the Suo-oshima
Island.

ZIV—T DIEICENG§ 2L ) 2R
Az, FH, BAGEMEE>TINTC
ERIEHU, YU B — SV RYILT LR

AMABORBRICIIEE RN\ 1h—T:5,
Iwakuni Thunder Run riders stage their motorcycles ata
rest-stop on Suo-oshima Island, Japan, May 24, 2019.
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After the group arrived back at the air
station, Harris had everyone gather
around and he gave a speech, thanking
everyone for coming together and giving
the Thunder Run a successful outcome
He then asked what some of the
participants noticed were dangerous, or
potentially dangerous, during the ride.
After Harris provided the group some
final safety tips, the Thunder Run was
officially complete.
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Shortly after the ride, Harris traveled
to the Iwakuni Police Department and
presented a plaque to Osamu Koizumi,
the Superintendent Chief of Iwakuni
Police Department (IPD), to show his
appreciation for the effort of IPD to help
the group travel their route safely.
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Another grand slam for team USA-Japan
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Story and photos by:
Cpl. Stephen Campbell
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Sitting atop Atago Hills and overlooking
the serene Japanese landscape and
Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS)
Iwakuni, there’s a stadium where the
best softball players in the U.S. can keep
their eye on the gold while training for
the upcoming 2020 Olympic Games in
Tokyo.
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Atago Sports Complex offers modern
training facilities such as a gym, track
and baseball field with the capability
to help the USA Softball Women’s
National Team train to an apex level of
competitiveness.
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John Gouveia, the president of USA
Softball; Joy Sakurai, the principal
officer of the U.S. Consulate in Fukuoka;
U.S. Marine Corps Col. Richard F.
Fuerst, the commanding officer of
Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni;
Yoshihiko Fukuda, the mayor of Iwakuni
City; and others came together for a
signing ceremony at the stadium to
designate Iwakuni as a pre-Olympic
training site, April 4, 2019.
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The signing solidified an agreement that
the softball team will have a training
camp at the Atago Sports Complex for
the 2020 Olympic Games in Tokyo. It
also confirmed that during their stay
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Distinguished visitors, Iwakuni City leadership and U.S. Marine Corps Col. Richard F. Fuerst,
the commanding officer of Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni, Japan, shake hands after a
signing agreement ceremony at Kizuna Stadium in Iwakuni City, April 4, 2019.

in Iwakuni, the team will participate
in exchange programs with Iwakuni
citizens and MCAS Iwakuni.
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“Strengthening the alliance comes in
many formats, and one of them is our
effort to build upon the already excellent,
mutual goodwill,” said Sakurai. “With
support from both the Japanese and
American side, this would be a plus for
the U.S. women’s team as they prepare
for the Olympics.”
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Iwakuni was considered a prime location
due to the warm welcome from both the
base and city, the serene setting to relax
during down time and that it has a place
for the team to have absolute focus while
training.

http://www.mcasiwakuni.marines.
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selection of Iwakuni City as an Olympic training site.
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U.S. Marine Corps Col. Richard Fuerst, the commanding officer of Marine Corps Air Station
Iwakuni, gives a speech during a signing agreement ceremony, April 4, 2019.
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“Iwakuni has the right balance of
being surrounded by lovely nature

and is a short distance away from the
metropolitan life of Hiroshima,” said
Sakurai.
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According to the city’s sports promotion
office, the U.S. team is scheduled to be in
Iwakuni in July for approximately 7 to
10 days for the training camp.
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“Kizuna Stadium has been a symbol

of the U.S.-Japan [alliance] since it
opened,” said Fukuda. “I find it very
significant and I feel quite emotional
that we are hosting the USA Softball
Women’s National Team at a training
camp for the upcoming Olympics.”

John Gouveia, left, the President of USA Softball, and Yoshihiko Fukuda, tlf'e may
Iwakuni City, sign an agreement confirming the USA Softball Women'’s National
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Collaboration like this doesn’t happen
overnight.
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In March 2017, Sakurai took a tour

of the stadium and gave it a high
recommendation as the most suitable
site for the training camp in preparation
for the Olympics. In July, Iwakuni was
registered as a host town for the U.S.
team. In August, they met with Chris
Sebren, the Team USA Director of
National Teams, in a bid for the training
site. Sebren and two employees then
visited the sports complex in January
2018, the team earned a place in the
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John Gouveia, left, the President of USA Softball, and Yoshihiko Fukuda, the mayor

of lwakuni City, shake hands after signing an agreement confirming the USA Softball
Women'’s National Team’s selection of Iwakuni City as an Olympic training site.
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From left to right, Chris Sebren, the Team USA director of national teams; John Gouveia,

the president of USA Softball; and Yoshihiko Fukuda, the mayor of Iwakuni City, answer
questions from the local media, April 4,2019.

Olympics in August 2018, and Fukuda
officially made the proposal for the
training camp in November 2018.

On April 4, 2019, the agreement was
officially signed.
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“As all of you already know, I am very
interested in the aviators’ readiness on
MCAS Iwakuni because it brings peace
and stability to the region,” said Fuerst.
“They allow us to focus on more pleasant
things like baseball and softball. The
second step to readiness is being a good
neighbor here in Iwakuni City.”
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Fuerst said that MCAS Iwakuni and the
13,000 people he represents appreciate
the opportunity to work with the smart,
fit and tough young ball players in the
future.
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Residents from Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni attend
Japanese driving course
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Story and photos by:
Pfc. Triton Lai
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Residents from Marine Corps Air Station
(MCAS) Iwakuni attended a Status of
Forces Agreement (SOFA) driving course
in Iwakuni City, Japan, May 11, 2019.
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The air station residents traveled to the
Iwakuni Driving School to participate

in driving and driving safety courses

in order to learn more about Japanese
rules of the road and ensure safety for
everyone.
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The driving course featured various
scenarios that drivers in Japan
experience on the road in their everyday

19

O
- E-

SANBITbhENEARGOEHEEEEERTERRNERMI S, BHREHR, 23N/ =FEE,
U.S. Marine Corps Sgt. Tamika Beckman, right, a food service specialist with Headquarters and Headquarters Squadron, drives
a car during a Status of Forces Agreement driving course at the Iwakuni Driving School in Iwakuni City, Japan, May 11, 2019.

lives such as stopping at traffic lights,
parking and passing other vehicles.
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The driving rules and manners in Japan
differ from those in the United States
and the driving course helps SOFA status
personnel learn from professionals at the
Iwakuni Driving School, Iwakuni Police
Department and MCAS Iwakuni’s safety
center about how driving in Japan works.
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“The air station helps to offer these classes
so that SOFA drivers will learn more about
how to drive in Japan,” said Chris Yonat,
the safety director of MCAS Iwakuni.
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One of the participants, U.S. Marine
Corps Sgt. Tamika Beckman, a food
service specialist with Headquarters and
Headquarters Squadron, said that she
attended the driving course to further her
understanding of driving safely in Japan.
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“I wanted to learn how to drive better in
Japan and I think it’s a good experience,”
said Beckman. “The driving course affects
us in a positive manner because we learn
the things we should do correctly.”
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The course concluded with U.S. Marine
Corps Lt. Col. John Harris, the executive
officer of MCAS Iwakuni, presenting
driving course certificates to all the
participants.

http://www.mcasiwakuni.marines.
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Americans learn Japanese history through
Hiroshima Peace Park visit
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Story and photos by:
Pfc. Triton Lai
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Residents of Marine Corps Air Station
(MCAS) Iwakuni visited the Hiroshima
Peace Park in Hiroshima City, April 26,
2019.
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The participants traveled to the

park with MCAS Iwakuni’s Cultural
Adaptation Program (CAP) to meet
93-year-old Kikuko Shinjo, a survivor of
the atomic bombing in Hiroshima during
World War II, and to learn more about
Japanese culture and history.
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Miki Watanabe, a CAP specialist,
coordinated the visit.
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Doris Lambinicio gives origami paper cranes to Kikuko Shinjo, a survivor of the atomic bombing
in Hiroshima during World War I, at the Peace Park in Hiroshima, Japan, April 26, 2019.

“People come to Japan and have a
chance to learn about Japanese history,
but they don’t go out to see and know the
history,” said Watanabe. “We plan these
events as a cultural trip so people can go
together, and we provide transportation
so people are more comfortable visiting
and meeting a World War II survivor.”
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The participants learned more about
Japanese culture and history by visiting
the Hiroshima Peace Memorial Museum
and the Atomic Bomb Dome at the park.

BRI R ORI > T NDIB L. K
AP LOFH MO G HAE N REh
TW%, 194548 H6 H DJUERE Y1, LK
BOEESIAR LTI N TO R BYR R — L7
DL RN B THY. KEOES
SR(RZABAME LT EEkEh T3,
The museum holds artifacts from
victims, statements from survivors

and photos from the bombing. The
dome, originally named the Hiroshima
Prefectural Industrial Promotion Hall,
was at the epicenter of the event and
was the last building standing after the
bombing on August 6, 1945.
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One of the participants, Doris
Lambinicio, an MCAS Iwakuni resident,
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Kikuko Shinjo answers questions for Marine Corps Air
Station Iwakuni residents at the Peace Park in Hiroshima,
Japan, April 26, 2019.

helps Shinjo make 1,000 origami paper
cranes every year to wish for continued
peace in the region.
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“I make 750 paper cranes every year

so it is easier on Shinjo and the other
seniors because she inspires me,”
Lambinicio said.
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The visit concluded with Shinjo
presenting gifts to CAP participants to
show her thanks for their visit to her.
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REFREPICEETHIBL,
Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni residents ask Kikuko Shinjo, a survivor of the atomic
bombing in Hiroshima during World War II, questions in Hiroshima, Japan, April 26, 2019.
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INTERVIEW WITH A MARINE
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Cpl. Sergio Contreras
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Origin: Denver, CO

Job: Administrative Clerk, [IPAC
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Q. Why did you join the U.S. Marine Corps?

A. ljoined the U.S. Marine Corps for exactly what I'm doing now,
to travel, and the Marine Corps is the branch that | looked up to
the most when | was a kid.
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Q. Please describe your job in more detail.

A. I work in the inbound section of the Installation Personal-
Administrative Center (IPAC). So | work with all the new-joins as
well as marriages and other pay and entitlements situations. For
the new-joins | add them all into the system so that the system
reflects that they are here in Japan. For marriages, | fill out all their
paper-work and make sure it is reported so that it reflects that
they are married/divorced and that they get the proper pay for
their situation.
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Q. What are the difficult parts and your favorite parts of your
job?

A. The difficult part of my job would have to be working with the
new-joins. | mean, during PCS season were working with up to
40 new-joins as well as fixing or reporting stuff for the Marines
who are already here. But working with the new-joins is also my
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favorite part of my job since it makes me the first impression to
that new Marine on how it is here in MCAS Iwakuni.
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Q. If you were not a Marine, what would you be doing now?
A.If | were to never have become a Marine | would probably be
working in construction with my father, if not attending college.
If | were to go to college | would study business.
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Q. What surprised you most about living in Japan?

A. There were plenty of things that surprised me in Japan, but the
biggest surprise was how clean it is over here. The streets are a lot
cleaner than back home and the public restrooms are way better
than the ones in the US.
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Q. Where in the U.S. would you recommend Japanese tourists
visit?

A.If someone was going to visit Colorado, | would recommend
a place called Garden of the Gods. It's in Colorado Springs and is
a huge park that offers a visitor center and plenty of hiking trails
with some beautiful scenery.
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Q. What do you hope to experience in Japan?

A. I really want to visit Mount Fiji and am currently planning to
make this happen soon.
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Q. Why did you join the U.S. Navy?

A.ljoined because | wanted to give myself a better future. |
wanted to work in the medical field but didn’t have enough
money to go to college, and felt lost until a Navy recruiter
messaged me and started giving me options for a different life.
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Q. Please describe your job in more detail.

A.In my day to day job, | gather pertinent medical information

to write patient encounters for providers and also book
appointments. | perform physical examinations on patients

to assist with patient care when presenting to providers. |
occasionally provide medical coverages for base events such

as 5K runs or sporting events. | am also one of 16 base EMTs
responsible for the station residents. | stand 24 hour duties a few
times a month in clinic and respond and render aid to emergency
medical calls on base.
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Origin: Granby, MO
Job:  General Corpsman
Branch Health Clinic Iwakuni
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INTERVIEW WITH A SAILOR

Q. What are the difficult parts and your favorite parts of your
job?

A. One of the more difficult parts of my job, | feel, is my
responsibility as an emergency medical technician (EMT). It gets
a little more complicated emotionally and physically when you
have to make quick split decisions that could potentially be the
difference between life and death. My favorite part of my job is
the overall feeling of gratitude. When a patient you have been
assisting to treat in clinic for weeks or months finally is better, it is
such a rewarding feeling to know | helped that person.
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AZX—=UMIATLZELBNIE NS BRI DI —L H- X T
TARBTTO T Kleld T ooV NeHBVIIN— A T— 27T
A CY TUEHEREVIRZVEBR LT —T/I\—V T,

Q. Where in the U.S. or in your hometown would you
recommend Japanese tourists visit?

A.If any Japanese Tourist ever stopped in Missouri | would
definitely recommend they visit Eureka Springs, which is a cute
little tourist town, or visit Silver Dollar City in Branson, which is an
Old Western themed amusement part.

Q. BART—EEWZLI[TTH,
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Q. What surprised you most about living in Japan?

A. What surprised me most about living in Japan was the culture.
I left my phone in a bathroom at a train station; within 15
minutes | was able to find it because it was turned into the lost
and found. If | was stateside, without a doubt, | believe my phone
would have been stolen. It is moments like these that had me
falling in love with Japan.

2 w Photo by Cpl. Andrew Jones
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Friendship Day '89; the first year of the Heisei era
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Torii Teller May 12, 1989
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The Friendship Day this year was in the
first year of Reiwa, the new era, brought
on by the new Emperor, Naruhito. From
the archive of the Torii Teller, issued

on May 12, 1989, which was the official
newspaper of Marine Corps Air Station
Iwakuni, let's look back to Friendship
Day 30 years ago, which was the first
year of the Heisei era that ended with
the abdication of Empero Akihito on
April 30, 2019.
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Spectators turn their eyes skyward.




