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MCAS Iwakuni residents experience Iwakuni Shirohebi Shrine
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U.S. Marine Corps Capt. Sean Kelly, Marine Corps Air
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Story and photos by:
Lance Cpl. Triton Lai
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U.S. Marine Corps Col. Lance Lewis,
commanding officer of Marine Corps Air
Station (MCAS) Iwakuni and Marines
and sailors from Marine Corps Station
Iwakuni attended the 63rd Iwakuni
Matsuri Festival in Iwakuni City, Japan,
Oct. 20, 2019.
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The Iwakuni Matsuri Festival is held

to promote safety and development
within Iwakuni. Over the past four

years residents from MCAS Iwakuni
have volunteered to be a part of the
parade that takes place at the end of the
festival.
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Marine and sailor participants dressed
up in festival costumes and marched in
the parade alongside the local Japanese
community; one of those Marines was
U.S. Marine Corps Sgt. Emma Keppler,
meterology and oceanography analyst
forecaster and Single Marine Program
(SMP) vice president with Headquarters
and Headquarters Squadron.

CAREE DDA —FUF ZIRA NV FD—
DTY, |7 T T—El, Ty ot
Bt ET AL 0ORKEHVETH. F
NIZF TR AL TS A AR E 22 TS
FiADBANY T, HAULTHSEDD
ICBML, HARDHEIAL - HITHRERLTZD,
B ZDBEHITENTEEL, )
“This is one of my favorite volunteer
events,” said Keppler. “It’s more than
going out to help the community, it’s
about being a part of it. We get to be

a part of their culture and they get

to share that experience and those
memories with us.”
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Yoshihiko Fukuda, mayor of Iwakuni
City, participated in the parade, gave

a speech during the event and threw
rice cakes to a crowd of U.S. Marines

3

from MCAS Iwakuni and local Japanese
volunteers.
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The festival had many opportunities

for Marine and Navy volunteers to
experience all that Iwakuni has to offer.
It had street vendors that had different
varieties of food, goods for purchase, and
booths to enjoy such as face painting
and Japanese calligraphy. There were
also people walking through the streets
playing music and dancing.
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Once the street festival wrapped up,
the community gathered for the parade
which was the main event that brought
the residents from the air station and
the local community together.
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“The festival is important because this

is our home,” said Lewis. “We aren’t just
neighbors or people who are at the air
station. Iwakuni is our home and this

is a festival for the town so this is our
festival as well.”

Matsuri parade in lwakuni City, Japan, Oct. 20, 2019.

H3EEEFOVD/NL—FILBNTAHE3MERFR S, KAEE BFHE (FHE) LEEREMF R, 5V VI AKE(BERR),
U.S. Marine Corps Col. Lance Lewis, commanding officer of Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS) Iwakuni, dances in the 63rd Iwakuni

http://www.mcasiwakuni.marines.
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U.S. Marines from Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni and local Japanese volunteers participate in the 63rd lwakuni Matsuri
parade in lwakuni City, Japan, Oct. 20, 2019.

HB63EEEFOYTEERRBOAVICETZFHRIE,
Local Japanese children gather around a white snake mascot during
the 63rd Iwakuni Matsuri Prade in Iwakuni City, Japan, Oct. 20, 2019.
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Rear Admiral Satoru Onishi, left, commander of Fleet Air Wing 31 with the Japan Maritime Self-
Defense Force, Yoshihiko Fukuda, center, mayor of Iwakuni City, and U.S. Marine Corps Col. Lance
Lewis, commanding officer of Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni pose for a group photo during
the 63rd Iwakuni Matsuri parade.
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BEBEEOVDNL—FIBMIBARARS Y TA4T,
Local Japanese volunteers participate in the 63rd Iwakuni Matsuri
parade in Iwakuni City, Japan, Oct. 20, 2019.

THRMWHELAFARS Y TAT,
U.S. Marines from Marine Corps Air Station | i and local Jag | s
march in the 63rd lwakuni Matsuri parade in lwakuni City, Japan, Oct. 20, 2019.
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U.S. Marines from Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni participate in the 63rd lwakuni Matsuri parade in Iwakuni City, Japan, Oct. 20, 2019.
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Story and photos by:
Lance Cpl. Triton Lai
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Residents of Marine Corps Air Station
(MCAS) Iwakuni and local Japanese
residents attended the 58th annual
Japanese and English speech contest in
Iwakuni City, Japan, Nov. 17, 2019.
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The speech contest was held for station
residents and local Japanese residents
to experience each other’s culture by
learning and reciting a speech in their
counterparts’ language.
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U.S. Marine Corps Col. Lance Lewis,
commanding officer of MCAS Iwakuni,
gave an opening speech during the
event and stayed to support all the
participants
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JAPANESE and ENGLISH SPEECH COMTEST
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Students from Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni and students from local Japanese schools, pose for a group photo during
the 58th annual Japanese and English speech contest in Iwakuni City, Japan, Nov. 17, 2019.
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Students from MCAS Iwakuni and local
Japanese schools participated in the
speech contest. They were separated
into different grades ranging from 3rd
and 4th grade to high school.
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Two of those participants were Alec
Forester from Matthew C. Perry High
School and Rayna Ralston from Iwakuni
Middle School.
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“I was speaking Japanese in the speech
contest,” said Forester. “I've been
speaking Japanese since I was 12 years
old but I started training for the speech
contest a month ago.”
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“My favorite part of the contest is
supporting the other students,” said
Ralston. “Even though there was a

language barrier we understood their
speeches.”
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“It gives the kids on base the
opportunity to break out of their
American shell and come here and see
and hear from kids that are the same
age,” said Lewis. “For the children off-
base, they’re learning a new language
and are able to exchange culture and
we're able to do the same.”
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The contest proved that despite the
language barriers and cultural differences,
Japanese and American people go through
the same emotions and situations.
Through the speeches, contestants were
able to express themselves to each other
to build a better relationship between the
two communities.

http://www.mcasiwakuni.marines.
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“It was great seeing the kids up there

on stage trying their best with a second
language and because all the topics were
so diverse and positive,” said Lewis. “To
be able to express emotion and humor
in another language and even in your
own language is hard and it really came
across in all of their speeches.” é

BSBEIRRAE—FAVTAMCRE—FERKRT B, 172 SFIVRT—IVDL1F+FIVA M Eh,
Rayna Ralston, a student at Iwakuni Middle School, gives a speech during the 58th annual
Japanese and English speech contest in Iwakuni City, Japan, Nov. 17, 2019.

11B178ICHET i E58ERRAE—FIAVFANCRAE—FERRIZAFARE.
A Japanese student gives a speech during the 58th and English speech
contest in Iwakuni City, Japan, Nov. 17, 2019.
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U.S. Marine Corps Lt. Col. Javier Garcia, commanding officer of Marine Aviation Logistics #LRA2—Fh,

Squadron 12, hands an award to a Japanese student during the the 58th annual Japanese Alex Forester, a student at Matthew C. Perry High School, gives a speech during the 58th
and English speech contest. annual Japanese and English speech contest in Iwakuni City, Japan, Nov. 17, 2019.
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U.S. Marine Corps Col. Lance Lewis, commanding officer of Marine Corps Air Station Toshiharu Moriyama, superintendent of education of lwakuni City, gives a speech during
Iwakuni, gives a speech during the 58th I Jap and English speech contest. the 58th and English speech contest in lwakuni City, Japan, Nov. 17, 2019.
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MCAS Iwakuni residents attend Tenkoku stamp class

BHEGF N AR RIS T v REE
Story and photos by:
Lance Cpl. Trista Whited
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Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS)
Iwakuni residents attended the
Tenkoku stamp class at the Atago Lotus
Cultural Center in Iwakuni City, Nov.
14, 2019. The trip to the Atago Lotus
Cultural Center gave station residents
the opportunity to learn the history

of Dokyuru Shoeki and the stamp he
brought to Iwakuni.
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Mikie Watanabe, cultural adaptation
specialist with Marine Corps Community

Services, takes MCAS Iwakuni residents
on trips year-round to help them learn
more about the culture of Iwakuni and
Japan.
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"Tenkoku engraving has a lot of history
behind it. Shoeki brought it here, to
Iwakuni, while curing the Iwakuni Lord
Hiroyoshi Kikkawa of chronic illnesses.
He also brought a book that led to the
building of the Kintai Bridge,” said
Watanabe. “I arrange these trips for
residents to occupy their time and learn
more of this exciting history.
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The Tenkoku Stamp was created during
the ancient era after the technology
made its way to Japan from China,

and is still used by natives of Japan

and several other Asian countries. The
engraved stamp was originally created
for only the Emperor and royal families
to signify their importance and was later
adapted as a signature for letters, books
and art that all people could use.
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The station residents left with a history
lesson and their own engraved Tenkoku
stamps.
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2 (TAIL) iR KBEHBETADT VRSV M (BERE) D SFOFEVEPHEDEVN S DIEEERIIS. T15—F— /A (BREA).
An apprentice of Saryo Ooishi in Tenkoku, shows Taylor Keaton, Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni resident, how to use her

stamp, at the Lotus Culture Center, November 14, 2019.

Watanabe says, “We give the residents
the opportunity to make memorable
items that tie into the history of Japan,
so when they look at or use these things,
they will remember the history and their
experiences.”

SADEWEERATIY v -OLEVEA. ALV EVEAR
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Zack Lorenzen, apprentice of Ooishisan in Tenkoku,

shows how to mold the inkpot at the Lotus Culture Center,
November 14, 2019.
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Erica Rosier, a resident of Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, engraves her stamp at the Lotus

Culture Center, lwakuni City, Japan, November 14, 2019.

http://www.mcasiwakuni.marines.
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Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni residents visit the Lotus Culture Center for a class on Tenkoku stamps in lwakuni City,

Japan, November 14, 2019.
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Saryo Ooishi, sensei of the Tenkoku class, presents how to engrave the symbol into the
stone at the Lotus Culture Center, Iwakuni City, Japan, November 14, 2019.

118148IA—2R - AIVFr— -t/ 2—TiTbhI-R% (TAT) BETESEEERS. BMLEREALRIBHOXGHEEA.
Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni residents visit the Lotus Culture Center for a class on Tenkoku stamps in Iwakuni City, Japan,

November 14, 2019.
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U.S. Marines and JMSDF
members conduct MWD
detection training exercises

GHEGF M - FARE
Story and photos by:
Lance Cpl. Triton Lai
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U.S. Marines with Headquarters and
Headquarters Squadron (H&HS) and
Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force
(JMSDF) members conducted military
working dog (MWD) detection training
exercises at Marine Corps Air Station
(MCAS) Iwakuni, Nov. 21, 2019.
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JMSDF MWD handlers visit MCAS
Iwakuni quarterly for training. The
purpose of the training is to give them
the opportunity to train their dogs with
U.S. Marine Corps training aids, use
different facilities on the air station

and share knowledge between the two
different services regarding MWDs.

Mg B AR E OFREIMIE, 2Lz 28
WS> TEMBUNEBRIC D E LTz, 1 L56
T ORI IR T DIy AT 4
= N—Hlsf, T EAERRO B E AL
Do, JR i EABEKROEEANS ST
EWTEEL,

“Training with the JMSDF is a great
experience for everybody,” said U.S.
Marine Corps 1st Lt. Justin Weaver,
operations officer of the Provost
Marshal's Office. “They learn from us
and we learn from them.”
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The PMO military working dogs train
almost four hours every day depending
on the specifics of the working dog. They
train for real life scenarios, patrolling,
odor detection and increasing physical
fitness.
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“Our K-9 units perform very well,” said
Weaver. “They are in charge of every
kind of customs sweep that comes
through for every event.”
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Weaver said that in the future, there
may be the opportunity for PMO
Marines from MCAS Iwakuni to use
JMSDF facilities for more bilateral
exercises and to further build their
relationship with JMSDF. @

118208, EEB M TEARIFENGETEERR. EARN/FS—0=
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U.S. Marine Corps Lance Cpl. Nicholas Rice, a military working dog
handler for the Provost Marshal's Office, conducts military working
dog detection training at Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni, Nov. 20,

118208, SESTERRFMINGEZTHERH. !ﬁf#?*ib'VZQ —DTHE LIy _EEE,
U.S. Marine Corps Staff Sgt. Adam Cook, left, the kennel master for the Provost Marshal's Office, conducts military working dog
detection training at Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni, Nov. 20, 2019.

ERRFANNET 5B LEBRORRER Y F5—,
A Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force dog handler conducts military
working dog detection training.

http://www.mcasiwakuni.marines.
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119200, EEENTERRZANNAETIERM BARY V2V IRE— 0TS L7y~ SBH (BRE).
U.S. Marine Corps Staff Sgt. Adam Cook, left, the kennel master for the Provost Marshal's Office with Headquarters and
Headquarters Squadron, conducts military working dog detection training.

118208, SEEMERBOBARLIFMIGETS. B LEGHROERFK/N\VFF7—.
A member of Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force conducts military working dog detection training at Marine Corps Air Station
Iwakuni, Nov. 20, 2019.
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118208, ERRFEIR OV TE LAFHKEICRU TREEISEREKE,
U.S. Marines with Headquarters and Headquarters Squadron speak to the members of Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force at
Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Nov. 20,2019.
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Relay Marathon; Friendship runs deep

GHEHF NN S RE
Story and photos by:
Lance Cpl. Triton Lai
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U.S. Marines and sailors from Marine
Corps Air Station (MCAS) Iwakuni and
local Japanese residents participated in
the Iwakuni Friendship Relay Marathon
in Iwakuni City, Dec. 1, 2019.
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The marathon is a 1.5km relay course
around Go! Go! Field at Atago Hills
Sports Complex. The top three teams
with the most laps were awarded prizes.
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The event is an annual collaboration
between MCAS Iwakuni and Iwakuni
City. The purpose is to build on

an existing relationship and let

the participants run in a friendly
competition.
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Two of the participants were U.S. Marine
Corps 1st Lt. Justin Weaver, operations
officer of the Provost Marshal's Office
(PMO) and Lance Cpl. Laura Mueller,
military police officer with PMO.
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U.S. Marine Corps Sgt. Maj. Jason Cain, outbound sergeant major of Headquarters and Headquarters Squadron runs during
the Iwakuni Friendship Relay Marathon in Iwakuni City, Dec. 1, 2019.

“The reason I came out today is to have
a joint relay with the local Japanese to
build comradery within the community
of Iwakuni,” said Weaver. “It gives us the
opportunity to test the capabilities of the
locals in sports and athletics.”
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Residents from the air station and
Japanese locals took part in dressing up
in various costumes to differ their team
from others such as: a team of pikachus,
reindeer and even a tyrannosaurus rex.
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Teams got together at the starting line
while their teammates waited around
the track for the ribbon to be passed to

them in order to start running their leg
of the relay.

FHESE E NS B ASIROTBIC S L #
BSLIZHARNF— LI EE T ED NTHKOTH
kot

MCAS Iwakuni participated in the
international category and placed second
to the Japanese team, Namakemono.
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Mueller said that the relay marathon
was a good workout and more fun than
she expected it to be and that she hopes
more friendship events like this happen

more often in the future.
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A Japanese local dressed as a tyrannosaurus rex runs
during the Iwakuni Friendship Relay Marathon.

BRRBIL—ISYVIBMTZEHRFRDF /R IVAAKIE(BREPR) ERREBAS
B Y71 () LR EER.
U.S. Marine Corps Col. Lance Lewis, center, commanding officer of Marine Corps Air Station
Iwakuni and Sgt. Maj. Jason Cain, right, outbound sergeant major of Headquarters and

Headquarters Squadron participate in the Iwakuni Friendship Relay M:
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A Japanese local dressed as Pikachu poses for a photo during
the Iwakuni Friendship Relay Marathon.
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A Japanese local runs during the Iwakuni Friendship Relay
Marathon in lwakuni City, Dec. 1, 2019.
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http://www.mcasiwakuni.marines.

BXRBABIL—IFV I TEERBRIIGLEZZaVE,
A Japanese mascot poses for a photo with fans during
the Iwakuni Friendship Relay Marathon.
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Japanese locals dressed as video game characters pose for
a photo during the lwakuni Friendship Relay Marathon.
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A Japanese local reaches the finish line during the Iwakuni
Friendship Relay Marathon in Iwakuni City, Dec. 1, 2019.
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Story and photos by:
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Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni and
Iwakuni City residents joined together
for the Undokai children’s sports event
at Atago Sports Complex in Iwakuni,
Nov. 23, 2019.
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The Undokai children’s sports event is a
set of team-building games that joined
station residents with neighboring
Japanese locals from the nearby

schools. The Undokai sports provided

an opportunity for the youth and their
parents to participate in an event that
promoted physical fitness, teamwork,
responsibility and ultimately, a fun time.
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Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni and Iwakuni City residents compete in a game of tug-of-war during the Undokai children’s
sports event at Atago Sports Complex in Iwakuni, Japan, Nov. 23, 2019.
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“I think anytime that we go out and have
a good time, particularly with children,
it kind of brings energy into our lives.
Most of us are working pretty hard on
the day to day basis especially from the
adult’s side of the house,” said Lt. Col.
Jason Kaufmann, commanding officer
of Headquarters and Headquarters
Squadron. “I think having a little bit of
fun helps recharge the batteries and to do
that with our neighbors here in Iwakuni
just makes it that much more wonderful.”
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The Undokai children’s sports event
consisted of six events: two icebreaker
games, a bean-bag toss, a dekapan race,

a rolling-ball race and a tug-of-war. There
were games just for the youth and ones
where the parents could participate
alongside their children. The participants
were broke up into four teams: team blue
skies (blue), team dragon ball (red), team
green samurai (green) and team white
tiger (white). The four teams competed
against each other with team green
samurai becoming the overall champions.
All of the teams broke through a language
and cultural barrier and worked together
for the set goals. Each participant
experienced a different cultural perspective
when completing each exercise.
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Capt. Rodney Scott, an endodontist with
MCAS Iwakuni’s Branch Health Clinic,
said, “I think knowing how to interact
with different people is very important.
Knowing how to appreciate other
cultures, it just broadens your horizons;
I think it makes you a better, well-
rounded person when you grow up.”

BRXZ RS EHETEANETZAREME.

Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni and Iwakuni City residents compete in the bean -bag toss

during the Undokai children’s sports event.

http://www.mcasiwakuni.marines.
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Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni and Iwakuni City residents compete in the group game

during the Undokai children’s sports event.
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Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni and Iwakuni City residents compete in the rolling-ball competition during the Undokai
children’s sports event. During the rolling-ball competition, parent and child pairs grouped up to race a large ball down the

court and back.

BRZRSEBIRTTHNVL—RICBMTEEREME.
Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni and Iwakuni City
residents compete in the dekapan race during the Undokai
children’s sports event.

5 = E L
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Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni and Iwakuni City residents pose for a group photo during the Undokai children’s sports event
at Atago Sports Complex in lwakuni, Japan, Nov. 23, 2019.

16




www.mcasiwakunijp.marines.mil/

2019AN Y IVAI 2/ Ev IR
MCAS Iwakuni hosts 2019 Special Olympics

GHEHH NN S RE
Story and photos by:
Lance Cpl. Triton Lai
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U.S. Marines and Japanese families
attended the 13th annual Special
Olympics at Marine Corps Air Station
Iwakuni, Japan, Oct. 13, 2019.
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The Special Olympics was coordinated
by Frank Thornton, assistant director of
the national sports committee of Special
Olympics Japan and Marine Corps
Community Services (MCCS).
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“We tried to provide a place for the
athletes to get involved and let the
community get to know the athletes,”
said Thornton. “We have 184 people
coming from off base including families
and coaches.”
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It provided events for athletes to
compete in such as; disc golf, a bicycle
race and soccer.
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There were over 100 volunteers helping
with the event, one of those being U.S.
Marine Corps Cpl. Tyree Dodson, a
mobile facility technician with Marine
Aviation Logistics Squadron (MALS) 12.
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“It was definitely a positive and fun
experience for me, seeing the athletes
interacting with the volunteers and
enjoying themselves, it felt great and
fulfilling,” said Dodson.
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In addition to the sporting events, the
Olympics provided the opportunity for
residents on base to learn more about
the Japanese communities and athletes
from off base.
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Thornton said the Special Olympics is a
lifestyle and is a part of his life and he
wouldn’t know what to do without it.
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After the events, the athletes and
Japanese families ended the night

with bowling at the Strike Zone

Bowling Center on base. @
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A'local Japanese athlete participates in a race during the
2019 Special Olympics.
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http://www.mcasiwakuni.marines.

BEEL—RIBMIZAEATRY—,
Alocal Japanese athlete participatesin a bicycle race
during the 2019 Special Olympics.

BHFEATRAY—MA SV ERETZVaYRIVT( XA S EE (EHE).
U.S. Marine Corps Staff Sergeant John Martinez, right, awards
medals to local Japanese athletes during the 2019 Special Olympics.

Alocal Japanese athlete and U.S. Marines participate in a soccer game during the 2019
Special Olympics at Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni, Japan, Oct. 13, 2019.

Local Japanese athletes and a U.S. Marine pose for a photo
during a game of bowling at the Strike Zone Bowling Center.
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. Local Japanese athletes, U.S. Marines and volunteers pose for a group photo at the Strike Zone Bowling Center at Marine
Corps Air Station lwakuni, Japan during the 2019 Special Olympics, Oct. 13, 2019.
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Origin: Post Falls, Idaho

Job:  Patrol Supervisor, Provost Marshal's Office
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Q. Why did you join the U.S. Marine Corps?

A. One day as a Junior in high school, | was reading the story of
David in 1 Samuel of the Bible before school, and | was drawn

to the idea of a man who fights so selflessly that he was known
as a man after God's own heart. That lifestyle was everything |
wanted: selfless sacrifice and tireless devotion to others. Later
that day, | went to the Marine Corps recruiting office and shipped
out for boot camp a year later upon graduating high school.
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Q. Please describe your job in more detail.

A. As the Patrol Supervisor | supervise all the military police
officers (MPs) that make up one shift of the watch. | respond to
calls for service, supervise reports and train the MPs as needed. As
the watch, we ensure the security of all personnel and property
aboard MCAS Iwakuni.
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Q. What are the difficult parts and your favorite parts of your
job?

A. The most difficult part of the job as an MP is that, more often
than not, you are dealing with people who are in a bad mood.

If they weren't in a bad mood before you arrived than they
certainly form a bad mood when you get there, simply because
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Photo by Lance Cpl. Triton Lai

military police are now involved. The best part of the job is
having that direct hand in the community and being able to help
people in their time of need.
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Q. If you were not a Marine, what would you be doing now?

A. If | was not a Marine today, | would have bought a one

way ticket to Europe and would be traveling the world with a
backpack and a dog, never remaining in one place longer than a
few months. | would be replacing responsibility with adventure,
and formal education with real experience.
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Q. What do you love most about Japan?

What | love most about Japan is the historical and traditional
perspective the Japanese have on the world. They maintain their
outstanding history through many festivals, historical attire,
delicious food and other cultural elements.
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Q. What surprised you most about living in Japan?

A. Traffic laws. Driving in Japan is unique. | love the small lanes,
random half-formed roads, steep slopes and other driving
challenges that Japan offers. The best driving experience is when
you have to fold both side mirrors in to keep them from clipping
the walls as you drive through the tight tunnels or streets.
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Lance Cpl. Jose CarrasquilloRamos
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Origin: Reading, Pennsylvania

Job:  Food Service Specialist, Food Service
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Q. Why did you join the U.S. Marine Corps?

A.l wanted to outlive my father and change what my last name
stood for; | didn’t want to fail anymore. Growing up, | lived a

life of poverty moving from place to place and never having
what a home should be, but | decided to show that | could still
contribute in this life despite what little | was given.
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Q. Please describe your job in more detail.

A.I'm a cook at the flight line mess hall. My job consists of
making sure Marines and sailors are paying for good and decent
meals every day instead of wasting money at other over-priced
fast food places.
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Q. What are the difficult parts and your favorite parts of your
job?

A. The most difficult part is staying motivated every day and
making sure that |, along with the other Marines and sailors, are
providing good service to all that come to the mess hall. Also,
maintaining professionalism at all times even when tired or when
other events are overwhelming my mind is difficult.

A favorite part of my job is getting to learn different ways to cook

BREBEICI>IE1—
INTERVIEW WITH A MARINE
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Photo by Cpl. Angelo Sagum

and the way the food tastes after cooking it. Cooking for myself
has always been one of my hobbies, but cooking for others is a
new experience for me.
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Q. If you were not a Marine, what would you be doing now?

A. I think I would be struggling and working more than one job. |
would also likely be studying in college.
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Q. What do you love most about Japan?

A.I'love the historical cultural background that still stands today
after so many years. | also love the generosity, pure intentions
and morals that Japanese people have; it's really just amazing
that they're so accustomed to living the way that they do.
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Q. What do you hope to experience in Japan?

The sakura blossoming season. | missed it last year because | was
still new here so | definitely want to see it. Also, the Olympics are
going to be here in Japan, so that is something | definitely want
to experience.
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Q. What else would you like to say?

I think new Marines that have never seen or traveled the world
should really take advantage of the opportunity to be here. You
get to visit a new country, experience a different culture and try
some amazing food dishes that you have never seen before.
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MCAS Iwakuni commemorates MLC and IHA employees
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length of service award ceremony.
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ploy ived a certificate of appreciation from Marine Corps Col.
Lance Lewis, left, commanding officer of Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni during a

for their hard work
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Photos by; Lance Cpl. Triton Lai
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Master labor contractors and individual
hire agreement employees from Marine

Corps Air Station (MCAS) Iwakuni
reveived certificates of appreciation
during a length of service award
ceremony at MCAS Iwakuni, Japan,
Oct. 29, 2019. The ceremony was held to

commemorate 60 years of hard work and

dedication the eggloyees have put into

the air station.

KEBRREATATARRAICBRHREZFRTERFSDS
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Marine Corps Col. Lance Lewis, right, commanding officer
of Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni presents a Japanese
employee a certificate of appreciation during a length of
service award ceremony.

KEHRREXNTCHRAREEERRLTBVEOTZNBEETA (BER).
Takushi Koike, right, an accountant, Comptroller Department, give a speech as a
representative of master labor contractors and individual hire agreement employees.
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Story by: Lance Cpl. Triton Lai
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Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS)
Iwakuni residents and Japanese locals
visited the Iwakuni Shirohebi Shrine in
Iwakuni City, Nov. 1, 2019.
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The Cultural Adaptation Program
coordinated the event to give station
residents the opportunity to dive deeper
into the local culture.
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The highlight of the trip for those who
attended was the Iwakuni white snake.
They got to interact with, and learn the
history and significance of, the white
snake.

http://www.mcasiwakuni.marines.
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MCAS Iwakuni residents experience Iwakuni Shirohebi Shrine
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and Iwakuni locals learn about the symbolic Iwakuni white snake during a Cultural

Adaptation Program trip to the Iwakuni Shirohebi Shrine in Iwakuni, Japan, Nov. 1, 2019. The visit to the shrine gave station
residents the opportunity to learn the history of, and interact with, the white snake species. Photo by Cpl. Angelo Sagum
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“I learned how the white snake became
famous in Iwakuni and was able to hold
it,” said Monica Groomes, a Marine
Corps Air Station resident, “The first
Iwakuni white snake was discovered
about 300 years ago in the Nishiki River,
and more snakes bred over the years.”
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Once the shrine visit was over, the
residents walked back to the air station.
On the way they stopped by a local
bakery to learn more about the local
community.
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“Our goal is to give the air station
residents a more comfortable transition
when they first arrive,” said Mikie
Watanabe, a Cultural Adaptation
Program specialist, “The program gives
the air station residents an opportunity
to go out and get to know the local
community and discover new experiences
they would not be able to do in other
places or countries.”
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An Iwakuni white snake peeks out of its resting basket at
the lwakuni Shirohebi Shrine in lwakuni, Japan, Nov. 1,
2019. Photo by Cpl. Angelo Sagum

22



s.mil/

Wwww.mcasiwakunijp.marine

WA RR = FEE
hn Martinez




