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Station teacher receives “Mayor’s Award”
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Sandra Lewis, an art teacher at Matthew C. Perry High School, is presented an
award from the Iwakuni City Board of Education.

Story and photos by Lance Cpl. Triton Lai

he Iwakuni City Board of Education awarded Sandra

Lewis, an Art teacher at Matthew C. Perry High
School, for her artwork “Four Seasons” at the Iwakuni
City Culture Center in Iwakuni City, Oct. 3, 2020.

Lewis received the “Mayor’s Award” in the
sculpture, handicraft, and design category. Her
design was four different art pieces in circular frames
highlighting the yearly seasons.

A year and a half ago, Lewis began working on her
Fall piece and later decided to continue to depict all
four seasons.

The Iwakuni City Board of Education hosts an art
competition annually and this year they reached out to
Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni. A friend of Lewis’
recommended she enter the art show, but Lewis didn’t
know it was a competition until the day that she found
out she won.

“When I first found out, I was surprised and hadn’t
seen the show or knew how big of a deal it was, I looked
at the other artwork, it was fantastic and professional,
so it made me very proud. It was unexpected,” Lewis
said. “I felt honored that they allowed me to enter and
it made all the time I put in those pieces worth it.”

Lewis said that she always shares a quote with her
students from Albert Einstein, “Imagination is more
important than knowledge.” She explained that you
don’t have to have high quality paints and supplies to
create art work, you can find anything and use your
imagination.

“I love going around to thrift stores because I
can look at things and ask myself how can I make
something new out of this,” said Lewis. “I found scrap
pieces of paper, paint strips and round frames and
made the “Four Seasons” come together.”
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Sandra Lewis (right), an art teacher at Matthew C. Perry High School, and Iwakuni City mayor Yoshiko Fukuda
(left), pose for a photo during an art award ceremony.
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The “Four Seasons,” artwork by Sandra Lewis, is displayed at the lwakuni City Culture Center.
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U.S. Marine Corps Sgt. Maj. Joseph Gregory (back=left), outgoing sergeant major of Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS) Iwakuni, turns over the Sword of
Office to U.S. Marine Corps Col. Lance Lewis (right), commanding officer of MCAS Iwakuni, and then to Sgt. Maj. Adam M. Gharati, incoming sergeant

major of MCAS Iwakuni.
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U.S. Marine Corps Sgt. Maj. Adam Gharati (left) recieves the sword of office from Col. Lance Lewis (right), commanding officer of MCAS

lwakuni.
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fter serving as sergeant major of Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS)
Iwakuni for almost three years, U.S. Marine Corps Sgt. Maj. Joseph
S. Gregory, outgoing sergeant major of MCAS Iwakuni, passes the sword
of office to Sgt. Maj. Adam M. Gharati, incoming sergeant major of MCAS
Iwakuni, at the Sakura Theater, aboard MCAS Iwakuni, Japan, Dec. 4, 2020.
After the ceremony, Sgt.Maj. Gregory retired from the United States Marine
Corps after serving 30 years.

On March 18, 1991, recruit Gregory stepped on the iconic yellow footprints
aboard Marine Corps Recruit Depot, San Diego, California and reported to
1st recruit training battalion, Alpha Company. In January 1998, Sergeant
Gregory received orders back to the depot to report to Drill Instructor School,
Marine Corps Recruit Depot, San Diego, California. During that time, he
served as a Drill Instructor, Senior Drill Instructor and Series Chief Drill
Instructor. Over his career, Gregory has deployed six times in support of
Operation Restore Hope, Iraqi Freedom and Enduring Freedom. For over
30 years of service in the Marine Corps, Gregory was awarded the Legion of
Merit.

“I am ready to step off and I'm thankful,” said Gregory, “I believe that
there is a higher power out there and somebody has been guiding me along
because I've been in some tight situations before. I have been around some
of the best people you could ever be around. God bless you all. God bless my
family, and God bless the United States Marine Corps. Semper Fidelis.”
Photos by Lance Cpl. Mitchell Austin
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To learn more about Sgt. Maj. Gregory, please see “Pretty good life*:
Retiring MCAS Iwakuni sergeant major reflects on his 30 years in the

Marines by Stars & Stripes staff writer, James Bollinger at:
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Torii Teller was the weekly newsletter published at
MCAS Iwakuni from 1950s to 2005.
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{Tap left) The parade adiutant takes report from the parade platcons. (tap right)
SgiMai. Hockaday addresses the crowd. (Teft) SgtMaj. Lee accepts the sword of office
Srom Cof. R.L. Pappas, Air Station CO. fabove) SgeMaj. Lee and his wife Reging
waltch the squadron march on to the field.
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Sunset ceremony
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SgtMaj. Lee assumes new post
SutMaj. Hockaday to 4th MAW

Maj. Lewis G. Lee accepted
the NCO sword from Col. R. L.
Pappas, Air Statien command-
ing officer, and with the symb-ol
of office came the responsibil-
ities as the 18th Sergeant Major
of Marine Corps Air Station
Iwakuni. e

The t and relief of Sgthiaj.
Lee unﬁlms%:ﬂuh:ij. Al N. Hockaday
occurred Tuesday night during a
sunset ceremony, witnessed by
Japanese and American well-
wishers, on the Air Station
parade field. The entire parade
stalf for the evening was com-
prised of enlisted Marines and
gailors and included the 11
Marine Expeditionary Force
Band.

SgtMaj. Lee comes to the Air
Station following a tour af
Marine Corps Recruit Depot
Parris Island where he served as
both a battalion and regimental
sergeant major. Sgtha).
Hockaday departs Iwakuni after
two and one half years for duty
as the 4th MAW sergeant major
in MNew Orleans.

In his first words as the Air
Sialion’s senior enlisted Marine,
the incoming sergeant major said,
“Sir, | want to thank you for the
oppertunity Lo serve as the Ser-
geant Major of MCAS Iwakuni. 1
assure you and all present that |
will endeavor to carry out my
duties with the utmost of profes-
sionalism.”

A native of North Carolina,
EgtMaj. Lee entered the Marine
Corps in March of 1963 and, fol-
lowing recruit training at Parns
Island and infantry training at
Camp Lejeune, he received orders
to Vietnam. There he served as a
machine gunner, squad leader,
plateon sergeant and platoon
commander.

From 1969 to 1983 he was a
tactics and weapons instructor
at the Infantry Training Regi-
ment at Camp Lejeune, a Drill
Instructor and member of the

Drill Instrucior’s school staff

at Parris Island and operations
chief for Headquarters Battalion
on Okinawa.,

He also served as assistant
Marine Officer Instructor at The
Citadel in South Carclina and
was a member of the Inspector-
[nstructor staff with the 4th Ma-
rine Division. He was promoted
to sergeant major in January of
1984

In hiz remarks, Sgthiaj. )
Hockaday spoke of enjoying his
tour here “because of the many
professional Marines, sailors,
zoldiers and airmen with which I
have had the opportunity to
work. And this tour has been pro-
fessionally rewarding because of
the many eutstanding staff
NCChs and officers who keep fore-
maost in their minds the mission
and purpoese of this most magnifi-
cent of installations.

“The Marines and sailors
gtanding in the ranks in front of
you in this ceremonial environ-
ment are alao the men and
women who will, when called
upon, carry out the mission of
this station. Each and every one
of you have been a tremendous
source of pride to me, To the
families of the men and women
who maintain Marine Corps Air
Station, Iwakuni, Japan so that
the mission can be performed
when needed, I thank you for
your understanding, your com-
mitmant, and your dedication to
our country and to the person
whose own personal mission has
brought you to Iwakuni, Japan.

To the Japanese visitors
viewing the ceremony, the outgo-
ing sergeant major explained,
*Ernestine {Mrs, Hockaday) and
[ have enjoved this, our second
tour in [wakuni, because of the
numerous wonderful people of
our host country, Many of you
have opened your hearts, homes
and country to us, for this we
are eternally grateful.”

Torii Teller Seplember 23, 19887 B
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U.S. Marine Corps Col. Lance Lewis provides remarks duirng the 245th
Marine Corps birthday uniform pageant. Photo by Cpl. Angelo Sagum
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U.S. Marines from Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni, march on the celebratory cake for Marine Corps Birthday. Photo by Lance Cpl. Mitchell Austin
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U.S. Marine Corps Sgt. Maj. Joseph Gregory (left), sergeant major of Marine
2B TES|IBHE245EBEHKAIIGRR L _T4— L- N1 IV MBINLICEEKELEERE, FE Sy Fr/l-F—X 772 ER Corps Air Station (MCAS) Iwakuni, and eldest Marine in the ceremony,
U.S. Marines and Sailors from MCAS Iwakuni, participate in the 245th Marine Corps birthday uniform pageant. Photo by Lance Cpl. Mitchell Austin ! ,F\’Aaasrsif]se éi]nptlﬁzec(ei:;k;nt; f’%otAong}/ Eszejrszzc/gr;g;fnr? right), the yaungest
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Col. Lance Le
ishi{right), defen
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Lance LeW|s (left), commanding officer of Marine Corps Air
Iwakuni, greets Nobuo Kishi (right), defense minister of Japan.

U S. Marln!'Cor Co ance Lewis (right), commandin e
and Nobuo K|sh efense‘mmlster of Japan, dis_c”e r

Defense Minister Nobuo Kishi toured MCAS Iwakuni

and met with Col. Lance Lewis, the air station

commanding officer to discuss the role of the air station

in support of the U.S.-Japan Alliance, October 25, 2020.
Lewis welcomed the Defense Minister on his

first official visit in this role to MCAS Iwakuni and

expressed gratitude for the opportunity to discuss the

air station’s role in preserving bilateral security.
During the visit, the Defense Minister received

a command overview brief from the commanding

officer and toured the air station. The overview brief

highlighted the multiple air station assets shared

between the U.S. military and Japan Self Defense Force.
Both leaders emphasized the importance of future

security cooperation and the value of maintaining a

bilateral presence onboard the air station.

Photos by Cpl. Angelo Sagum
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STATE MINISTER FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS TOURS MCAS IWAKUNI
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Uto (rlght) State Minister for orelgn Affalrs
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State Minister for Foreign Affairs Takashi Uto
toured MCAS Iwakuni and met with Col. Lance
Lewis, the air station commanding officer, to discuss
the role of the air station and tenant commands in
support of the U.S.-Japan Alliance December 8, 2020.

During the visit, the State Minister received a
command overview brief from the commanding officer
and toured the air station. Both leaders expressed
their excitement for an upcoming exchange between
MCAS Iwakuni Department of Defense Education
Activity and local students in Iwakuni.

Highlights of the installation tour included an
overview of the air station as well as visits to Marine
Air Group 12 and Carrier Air Wing FIVE hangar spaces
to showcase the assets used in support of defense
obligations under the Treaty of Mutual Cooperation
and Security. Photos by Lance Cpl. Triton Lai
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arines and Sailors from Marine Corps Airs

Station (MCAS) Iwakuni and Soldiers from the
Japan Ground Self-Defense Force (JGSDF) participated
in Exercise Active Shield, conducted from October 26 to
30, 2020.

Notable achievements during this annual exercise
include administering the influenza inoculation to
more than 90 percent of active duty U.S. service
members within a 48 hour period to simulate defense
against an epidemic, establishing a forward refueling
point on the installation parade field for Japanese and
U.S. helicopters, and the rapid restoration and repair
of critical infrastructure in response to simulated
damage.

During the closing ceremony, Col. Lance Lewis,
commanding officer MCAS Iwakuni, addressed a joint
formation of U.S. and Japanese troops. “This year
marks the 60th anniversary of our alliance and, when
I look around, I see the strength of that alliance,” said
Lewis. “Our partnership makes us stronger, and I look
forward to this training next year.”

| TOFTY—IUNET R ORI BAKSE, B Sy Fl-F— R RE
The service members of MCAS Iwakuni and JGSDF are in the formation at the
closing ceremony.Photo by Lance Cpl. Mitchell Austin_
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U.S. Navy Sailor HM2 Arhmir Arrington (left) administers the influenza
vaccination to HM1 Mark Almario (right). Photo by Lance Cpl. Lennon Drewgoiw.

Firefighters with Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS) Iwakuni Fire Department
extinguish flames from a fire sumila_tg_g..-,ghoto by Cpl.Angelo Sagum
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U.S. Marine Corps Capt. Erin Wright (left), assistant operations officer with Marine
Heavy Helicopter Squadron 361 (HMH-361) and Japan Maritime Self-Defense
Force Capt. Kunio Ogawa (right), commanding officer of Air Station 23, Maizuru,
Japan pose for a photo. Photo by Lance Cpl. Evan Jones

U.S. Marine Corps Cpl. Benjamin Broyles holds his military working dog.

Photo by Cpl. Angelo Sagum
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U.S, Marine Corps Col. Lance Lewis (right), commanding officer of Marine Corps
Air Station (MCAS) lwakuni, greets Japan Ground Self-Defense Force (JGSDF)

Gen. Koji Yamazaki (left), chief of staff of Japan Joint Staff.
Photo by Cpl. Angelo Sagum
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Japanese commander visits MCAS Iwakuni
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t. Gen. Hiroshi Kaminotani, Japan Southwestern Air Defense Force

Commander, visited Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS) Iwakuni,
Japan, Nov. 17, 2020. During his visit, Kaminotani met with U.S. Air
Force Brig. Gen. Leonard Kosinski, vice commander, Fifth Air Force,
Marine Corps Col. Lance Lewis, commanding officer of Marine Corps
Air Station (MCAS) Iwakuni, Japan, U.S. Marine Corps Col. Douglas
DeWolfe, commanding officer of Marine Aircraft Group (MAG) 12, and
U.S. Marine Corps Lt. Col. Michael Wyrsch, commanding officer of
Marine Fighter Attack Squadron (VMFA) 242. The visit enabled U.S. and
Japanese military leaders to continue to build upon strong relationships
and maintain mutual understanding of strategically placed aviation

capabilities in the Pacific. Photos by Lance Cpl. Bryant Rodriguez : r b1k ‘Wf( HJ:#?'J:/ BERF (Eb‘b—ﬁﬁ)
0. Hirosh rgnotqal (second from Eft) speaks with U.S. Marine Corps Lt CoI Michael

rsch (left).

U.S Marines with Marine
Kaminotaniand U.S. Air

(F =N TEE T yrs

. Michael Wyrsch (rlght).speaks with Lt. Gen :
about F-35B Lightning Il aircraft.
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USO & RED CROSS

2020118
2020 NOVEMBER

20201080V 1\T b A7 ZIERERRH R (USO) EFR+FHD2EHIEESN o, BRICKEF v — 2 —HOBEH REL.
REISEEEM TORBERER(INTD DD RS Y TATHREDMISNH ol BE: P 1R F1ER
October’s Impact Iwakuni selectees represent two fantastic organizations who came through in response to Oct.
2020’s unexpected delay of the Patriot Express. Volunteers from the USO and Red Cross leapt into action to take
care of our delayed passengers. Photos by Lance Cpl. Triton Lai

SVRIVARES (B) D oREEZIIEHRTFHARDEZZI—- Ry IEA (),
Ms. Tammie Pech (left), a representative of American Red Cross receives an award from U.S.
Marine Corps Col. Lance Lewis (right).

SRV RABS (B) hoREEZIIIZREBBHBRARD YR — NT—XEA (K),
Ms. Jenée Powers (left), a representative of USO receives an award from U.S. Marine Corps Col.
Lance Lewis (right).
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Mr. Yuki Oshiro is November’s Impact Iwakuni awardee. He worked nights and weekends to navigate the
complicated process of emergency international travel under COVID-19 restrictions for multiple members of the

community. Photos by Lance Cpl. Mitchell Austin

SVR VA RKIE (B) DSAVINT AT ZDREEZITBIACEMNV EEEMZ EDOX
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U.S. Marine Corps Col. Lance Lewis (right) hands an award to Mr. Yuki Oshiro (left), an agent
at lwakuni Branch, IACE TRAVEL Corporation.
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Mr. Yuki Oshiro is November’s Impact lwakuni awardee.

2021 & 2021 Spring

IMPACT IWAKUNI

The Impact Iwakuni award was created to recognize those
who improve the livelihood of dependents, contractors and
service members alike and contribute to our community
aboard Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan. The
recipients are nominated by fellow community members
through a survey website and chosen by the award panel
that meets after the survey closes.
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December’s recipients have a well-established reputation for caring for of our numerous four-legged friends here

at MCAS Iwakuni. Photos by Lance Cpl. Triton Lai
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U.S. Marine Corps Col. Lance Lewis (center right), hands an award to U.S. Army Capt. Austin
Sorrels (center left), officer-in-charge of the lwakuni Veterinary Treatment Facility (VTF).
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U.S. Army Capt. Austin Sorrels (right) gives U.S. Marine Corps Col. Lance Lewis (left), a tour of
the VTF aboard MCAS Iwakuni.
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e SRECIAL REACTION TEAM

Story and photos by Lance Cpl. Triton Lai
.S. Marines with the Provost Marshal’s Office (PMO),
Military Police and Special Reaction Team (SRT)
conducted a training exercise aboard Marine Corps Air
Station (MCAS) Iwakuni, Japan, Dec. 18, 2020.
The training provided the SRT an opportunity

GREk BT TEC SN i
BB F—L (SRT) .

BEREEGFH N TR T ER
LI [ 20204E 1 27 18 H . BRI T — L
E (SRT:Special Reaction Team) DK & WAl St
Uize

COFIFRD H L&, SRTOBR S AN 7% B & | 8 H DILH
1THEEAME ) DRE N Z B Z T RDUS IR TE B K21 BT
&, COFIFRTIE R T 2> TENIC A D, BN DGR ZHE to sharpen their skills, preparing the team for any
FRd % &ZERNICITo Tz, A S 1% situation that is above the capabilities of normal law

SRTHEE B L, 7RI KB BB NEFHM NN —FH e e - s enforcement. This training focused on breaching doors
PERENEE L LIS TES R RN Z 2 ) T & . R it \ ' ' and clearing rooms.

TR EN TV S, SR FELOZmMIEE NS The SRT is made up of military policemen specially
ICBWT, ZDIRIUTH ST B DHSRTDE, trained to handle situations such as terrorist attacks,

[SRTIE 2V 70X 7 o0 57238 UC, fa EE IS hostage situations, barricade incidents, and special
HEAL TS, |EEETDIE, SRTT AR b eF—LV— guest protection. When a situation requires additional
B—DTasb— Y747 d V1= THE, [SRTOME— military police support, the role of the SRT is to respond.
D HMNE . A E e/ NROE ) TRabR kO s W ERZ k3 “The SRT contributes to MCAS Iwakuni through
B 72D, & EFEH T OR A Fik 2 5, FIRRL . Eiid 5 security and anti-terrorist measures,” said U.S. Marine
cBiE Corps Cpl. Juntor S. Santiago Jr., assistant team

Yo7 7 AEEICE S E, [SRTICABIZIE, B Dt leader of the SRT. “Our sole purpose is to plan for,

R BSRTANER, HEE I Nz L TEHLEFLA T NIZ R rehearse, and conduct tactical operations aboard the
S SRTICIZRR R AR BN DD TV AR b e F—L)— installation to resolve all high-risk incidents using the
R —HE - E IS R E N H B, | minimum amount of force necessary.”

SRTIZ9LL EDBKH THELE NS, 1B H 1F9% THERLE Santiago said you have to velunteer for the SRT
NBCLWMZEAEDSRTIE KD F— L) —F— 154D upon selection by your chain of command jand.there are
ALY B 2% OGEHY A, 1 D% A EHEITYE. 24 different billets you can have such as his, the assistant
DB Y B, 2% O HBY BN O E NS, 2D team leader and also a marksmen observer.
ZTNTINDEDRBNCIHZ B K, FITHEOFREINFZ L Special Reaction Teams are no smaller than nine
TR personnel. A typical nine-man team is made up of: one

SRTIRFHE DY x A LAy a1 ZEEHE T, [FHANT team leader, one point-man, two defensemen, one rear
FERRPED BN ERZDFAE LI A SRTK B I RBDEIC security, two marksmen, and two observers. The team
5% &Y, [ GEFEMTEZ D ANL DA ZEDICLTL members cross-train to be able to adapt to any role in
NTVBETLZ, REEFHEDICERC TV S, BHHITELETS the team.

7261 TR &R, WO E S h 172, AEFEM T, FASRT “My Marines are the last line of defense when it
MRELENTVADITNWIEWVDTIZ 7L SRTHWV B H4% comes to high-risk incidents on the installation,” said
BHeIhhWceZz8 ATV, ] U.S. Marine Corps Sgt. James A. McCoy, Special
Reaction Team commander. “So T take a lot of pride
knowing that a lot of people depend on us aboard

this installation and it’s not ‘if’ an incident is going to
happen it’s ‘when’ and I'd rather this base have us and
not need us than need us and not have us.”

SRR ICHEERBTE N2 v=U—ER (A 7L 1 -d—S LER (B).
U.S. Marine Corps Cpl. Kevin Omar Peia Lee (left), and Cpl. Blake R. Gorham ( right),
hold angles during a breaching and clearing training exercise.

FI CERICRA T BEEBIFHA ST —LDBKE,

U.S. Marines with the Provost Marshal’s Office and the Special Reaction Team
(SRT), conduct a breaching and clearing training exercise.

BRI TV~ T 5% T BV h— 77T T2 = THER ().
U.S. Marine Corps Cpl. Juntor S. Santiago Jr. (right) conducts a training brief.

SlfRRICERZRAND I L (- d—S Lk,
U.S. Marine Corps Cpl. Blake R. Gorham, an SRT member, clears a room.
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