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An E-2D Advanced Hawkeye is offloaded at Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni,
Japan, Oct. 18, 2022. The aircraft was unloaded from the vehicle carrier ship
Ocean Gladiator to be delivered to the Japan Air Self-Defense Force.

Photo by Lance Cpl. David Getz
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he harbor is one of the most important aspects of

MCAS Iwakuni. A deep-water harbor spanning
over 1,000 feet across with the capability to bring in
and dock various vessels allowing them to conduct
maintenance, refuel and redeploy quickly.

Some of the largest ships to be docked at MCAS
Iwakuni's harbor include the Japanese Izumo, a large
helicopter carrier destroyer ship, the USS America and
USS Tripoli, both amphibious assault ships.

Not only does the harbor have the capability to dock
large carrier class vessels, but the harbor's secondary
purpose is to offload cargo such as supplies and vehicles
ranging from aircrafts to ground vehicles. Vehicles that
are offloaded from the ships are transported to units on
the Air Station to have maintenance conducted on them
and are either returned by ship or flown out of the Air
Station to their original units.

On Sept. 12, 2022 a U.S. Navy F/A-18 Super Hornet
was offloaded from a cargo ship and a U.S. Navy
CMV-22 Osprey was onloaded the same day, within
the same week on Sept. 14, 2022, a MH-53 Sea Dragon
was offloaded and transported to have maintenance
conducted on it. On Oct. 18, an E-2D Advanced
Hawkeye was offloaded and delivered to the Japan Air
Self-Defense Force.

AT —BERERITE (HM14) FREDKBER, ZE. XUI> 51 MER

UU.S. Navy Sailors with Helicopter Mine Countermeasures Squadron 14 offload an MH-53
Sea Dragon helicopter from a vehicle carrier ship at Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni,
Japan, Sept. 14, 2022. Photo by Cpl. Mitchell Austin
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A U.S. Navy F/A-18 Super Hornet is staged to be transported onto the
harbor at Marine Corp Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, Sept. 12, 2022.

Photo by Cpl. Mitchell Austin
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A U.S. Navy F/A-18 Super Hornet is offloaded from a cargo ship onto the
Marine Corp Air Station Iwakuni harbor, Sept. 12, 2022.

Photo by Cpl. Mitchell Austin
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U.S. Navy Sailors assigned to the Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni’s harbor
operations division prepare an F/A-18 Super Hornet to be transported onto the
harbor at MCAS Iwakuni, Japan, Sept. 12, 2022. Photo by Cpl. Mitchell Austin
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A U.S. Navy CMV-22B Osprey is transported aboard a cargo ship during a
logistical onload and offload at Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni, Japan,
Sept. 12, 2022. Photo by Cpl. Mitchell Austin
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A U.S. Navy V-22 Osprey is staged to be transported onto a cargo ship
during a logistical onload and offload at Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni,
Japan, Sept. 12, 2022. Photo by Cpl. Mitchell Austin
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A contractor watches as a U.S. Navy CMV-22B Osprey is loaded onto a cargo
ship during a logistical onload and offload at Marine Corps Air Station
Iwakuni, Japan, Sept. 12, 2022. Photo by Cpl. Mitchell Austin
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MH-53 Sea Dragon
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A U.S. Navy Sailor with Helicopter Mine Countermeasures Squadron 14
guides an MH-53 helicopter from a vehicle carrier ship at Marine Corps Air
Station Iwakuni, Japan, Sept. 14, 2022. Photo by Cpl. Darien Wright
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U.S. Navy Sailors with Helicopter Mine Countermeasures Squadron 14
unload an MH-53E Sea Dragon helicopter from a vehicle carrier ship at
Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, Sept. 14, 2022. Photo by Cpl.
Darien Wright
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An MH-53E Sea Dragon attached to Helicopter Mine Countermeasures
Squadron 14 is towed from the harbor at Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni,
Japan, Sept. 14, 2022. Photo by Cpl. Darien Wright
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U.S. Marine Corps Lance Cpl. Christophe Ray, center-left, a bulk fuel specialist with Marine
Wing Support Squadron 171, bring a fuel line over to a UH-1 Iroquois helicopter with Japan
Ground Self-Defense Force at Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, July 28, 2022.

B1718EmEZEPEE MWSS-171 and JGSDF
B EBEB D FARPEIFREME Conduct FARP Operations

A 17 18 S S B (MWSS-171) & RE B #ER T .S. Marines with Marine Wing Support Squadron
H28H. Kifg el FEIf 4 St T 7 il - iR 1 > - (MWSS) 171 and Japan Ground Self-Defense
(FARP) #7252t L 7z CDFIBRIE, 1 > R 3 Force personnel conducted combined a forward arming
WTHAHEE L TORENZ IR M EER M2 EE8 5723 and refueling point (FARP) operations at Marine Corps
TN T%, Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, July 28, 2022, to improve
BH:T7547>-1uR)7 Afi their interoperability and enhance their capabilities as
a combined force in the Indo-Pacific.
Photos by Cpl. Bryant Rodriguez
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FERE (MWSS-171) D/ NIV ZREIRR S PR M YORS T - RA V2 — AR,
U.S. Marine Corps Cpl. Yaroslav Painter, a bulk fuel specialist with Marine Wing
Support Squadron 171, gets Japan Ground Self-Defense Force personnel to
fill out a fuel log after conducting a combined forward arming and refueling
point (FARP) at Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, July 28, 2022.

7H28H. KBRS EMEEM TRMENRIE R $8i0HR 1~ b (FARP) &
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U.S. Marine Corps Lance Cpl. Jesus Morales, a refueler operator with Marine
Wing Support Squadron (MWSS) 171, assist in the preparation of a forward
arming and refueling point (FARP) at Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni,
Japan, July 28, 2022.
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U.S. Marine Corps Lance Cpl. Christophe Ray, a bulk fuel specialist with
Marine Wing Support Squadron (MWSS) 171, inspects equipment during
a forward arming and refueling point (FARP) at Marine Corps Air Station
Iwakuni, Japan, July 28, 2022.
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78288, KBRS EMEEMICE VL TRES N R ARE - MQRRC b
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INIVIBBRANY v )AN VYRR L1 ER (BEA),

U.S. Marine Corps Lance Cpl. Christophe Ray, left, a bulk fuel specialist with
Marine Wing Support Squadron (MWSS) 171, inspects equipment during

a forward arming and refueling point (FARP) at Marine Corps Air Station
Iwakuni, Japan, July 28, 2022.
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B LARZTHEEEMAEE TR Japan Coast Guard conduct operations at MCAS Iwakuni Harbor

Japan Coast Guard ship Kotobiki (PC52) (PC52)
visited the harbor at Marine Corps Air Station
Iwakuni, Japan, Aug. 9, 2022. JCG Kotobiki (PC52)

R (/Y R

_ g FIRZFF O T & U (PC-52) 89 H K ST
"y BRAERZR I A M U, CE U (PC-52) 1 H: 1

-,
(FRENC B Ca ER DRI R T X 5 T e 2R L

7o, SAUS AR5t TR Z2 520 L A8 A 0O B AR confirmed its ability to moor at the harbor for the
conduct of law-enforcement operations in order

to reinforce standard operating procedures and
maintain interoperability proficiency.
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BLERE. BH (5 M TYVER 2. BLRRE.BE 717 M/ TV VER

A member of the Japan Coast Guard aboard Japan Coast Guard ship Kotobiki A member of the Japan Coast Guard checks Japan Coast Guard ship Kotobiki

(PC52) prepares the ship to depart the harbor at Marine Corps Air Station (PC52) before departing the harbor at Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni,

Iwakuni, Japan, Aug. 9, 2022. Photo by Lance Cpl. Calah Thompson Japan, Aug. 9, 2022. Photo by Lance Cpl. Calah Thompson
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- 8A9H. XiBEMEEMZEMDEICE LRERTOKBMILUE (PC-52) 2HEI 58 AR
| B EHI A5 FTVIRER
Members of the Japan Coast Guard moor Japan Coast Guard ship Kotobiki (PC52) at the
harbor of Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, Aug. 9, 2022.

8A9H. KBEMEEMEEMICABLILKRMIEUE (PC-52) TERIREEEZ I 5B LRRE.
BEELIEZF-FER

A Japanese Coast Guardsman aboard Japan Coast Guard ship Kotobiki (PC52)
communicates via radio at Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, Aug. 9, 2022. Photo by

Lance Cpl. Raymond Tong

8H9A. KiBEEBEEMZEEDEICEAT S8 LR T DKRMTEVE (PC-52),
BH. 05> TV ER

Japan Coast Guard ship Kotobiki (PC52) approaches the harbor at Marine

Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, Aug. 9, 2022. Photo by Lance Cpl. Calah Thompson
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U.S. Marine Corps Col. Rlchard Rusnok, the commanding officer of Marine Corps

Air Station Iwakuni, gives a speech at the Crime Prevention Campaign Kickoff
Ceremony in Ilwakuni, Japan, Oct 11, 2022. Photo by Lance Cpl. David Getz

108118 EEHRFACRESNIZEEBHIC/ \FO—VIHERR T KiBEBREE
- MEEMICRS EREMERENE, ER . FTEVF Sy YRR
U.S. Marines with the Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni Provost Marshal's Office
(PMO) Campaign return to base at the conclusion of the Crime Prevention
Campaign Kickoff Ceremony in Iwakuni, Japan, Oct 11, 2022.
Photo by Lance Cpl. David Getz
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It Takes All of Us:

Iwakuni Police Department,

MCAS Iwakuni Host Crime

Prevention Ceremony
i |

108118, EEHRFT CRfEShicEEHRIC ShO— LiHFE
THWEOEYZ BHREERTR, FE. 71EV Sy ER

. JYoshihiko Fukuda, the mayor of Iwakuni, gives a speech

during the Crime Prevention Campaign Kickoff Ceremony in
Iwakuni, Japan, Oct 11, 2022. Photo by Lance Cpl. David Getz

Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan
participated in the Iwakuni City Crime
Prevention Campaign Kickoff Ceremony at Iwakuni
City Hall, Oct. 11, 2022, along with the Iwakuni Police
Station and the crime prevention volunteer group.

The ceremony was held to raise awareness of the
crime prevention activities in the local community
and to promote a safe environment for its residents,
of which the air station is a part of.

108118, EEHRA CRES NS EHMIE \bA— IVHEX THLEDZE TS, A
BRERLERER. EE. 71EVF- Sy Y ER

Eiji Sakamoto, the chief of Iwakuni Police Station, gives a speech during the Crime
Prevention Campaign Kickoff Ceremony in Iwakuni, Japan, Oct 11, 2022.

Photo by Lance Cpl. David Getz

¥
&

= = s i
2022 Winter

108118, EE SR CREENIZEETHIE/ \FO—IVIEERT /M —TEIBTS
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Local police officers with the lwakuni police station are staged in their vehicles
during the Crime Prevention Campaign Kickoff Ceremony in Iwakuni, Japan, Oct 11,
2022. Photo by Lance Cpl. David Getz
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THROWBACK TO TORIl TELLER

Aug. 6, 1982 Vol. 27, No. 44

Torii Teller was the weekly newsletter published at MCAS
Iwakuni from the 1950’ to 2005.

Sheba, the smaller of that two Patrol/Narcotic dogs here, takes a romp
in the grass prior to going on patrol.

Sheha,
school
to be

Shawn
trained
nosey

2022 &

Sgt Dove McGiney — photos

If there was a poll taken
aboard the Air Station to see who
was the nosiest, there probably
wouldn't even be a submission
on Sheba or Shawn,

However, Sheba and Shawn, the
Air Station's Patrol/Narcotic Dops,
are probably the nosiest pair here,

According to Sgt Steve Wade
one of the two dog handlers
here, dogs that are school trained
to be Patrol/Narcotic Dogs go
through approximately six months
of training.

“The dogs' training is broken
down into two parts,” said Wade.
“The first three months is the
patrol segment where they receive
training in basic obedience, scout-
ing and tracking, as well as other
subjects.

“If the dog is selected, he then
proceeds to the Narcolic Detec-
tion School for about three
months,” added Wade.
“There they are taught to distin-
guish drug scents such as heroin,
hashish, cocaine and marijuana.”

Once the dogs are transferred
to their permanent duty stations
the handlers there put them
through training each day to
ensure their proficiency.

2022 Winter

Above, after being fastened in the
back of a patrol truck, Shawn
looks at Sgt Steve Wade as if to
say, “We're ready back here,
so lets go." Right, Cpl John
Keevill runs Sheba through her
paces during a routine vehicle
search near the Main Gate. In
order lo become Patrol/Narcotic
daogs both Saehun and Sheba
had to complete six months
of schooling.

Additionally, the handlers are
required to keep training records
on the dogs that can be used
if required, to prove that they are
qualified.

‘“Narcotic detection is like
playing a game with the dogs,”
snid Cpl John Keevill the second
dog handler here.

The dogs are trained normally
using a ball as a reward for finding
the narcotics. They are trained
to give an alert by scratching
or hiting the area where they
detect the narcotic scent. Upon
giving the alert, the dog is
rewarded by letting him have
the ball to play with.

“One thing to remember about
these dogs,” said Keevill, *“is that

they are not pets, They are
trained to attack on wverbal or
hand signals from their handlers
and they will attack on their
own if their handler is attacked.”

Sheba and  Shawn  are used
here to check international flights,
pull repular patrol duty, do

periodic gate echecks and to do

random vehicle inspections.

So  remember, the Patrol/
Narcotic Dogs here have more
than one job and they will carry
them out to the best of their
ability no matter when called
upon. — Sgt Dave McGinty
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A U.S. Marine Corps military working dog assigned to Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni’s
Provost Marshal’s Office participates in water aggression training at MCAS Iwakuni, Japan,
Sept. 8, 2022. Photo by Lance Cpl. David Getz

9H8H. KBEBEEMZEEM CREENIK-IKPEREIFTERARDSOEBE|HEZS. B
EBSHROEY R T B 122 TAERZEEE, FHE. 77V - vV RR
U.S. Marine Corps Staff Sgt. Ishman Davis, a Specialty Section staff noncommissioned
officer in charge assigned to Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni’s Provost Marshal’s Office,
braces for a bite while participating in K9 water aggression training at MCAS Iwakuni,
Japan, Sept. 8, 2022. Photo by Lance Cpl. David Getz

988H. KiEEBREEMEEM TRESN K- OKPREIFTERARICIIVFEHT . ER
BERR/N\YFS—DIZ(Iv- A —h—ER. EE. F1EVF- v VER

U.S. Marine Corps Cpl. Elijah Stoker, a Marine working-dog handler assigned to Marine
Corps Air Station Iwakuni’s Provost Marshal’s Office, gives commands to his K9 during K9
water aggression training at MCAS Iwakuni, Japan, Sept. 8, 2022.

Photo by Lance Cpl. David Getz
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BERR/N\YFS—DYI5-N—VRER. BE: F1EVF-5v I/ ER

U.S. Marine Corps Cpl. Sierra Parks, a Marine working-dog handler assigned to Marine
Corps Air Station Iwakuni’s Provost Marshal’s Office, gives commands to her K9 during
water aggression training at MCAS Iwakuni, Japan, Sept. 8, 2022.

Photo by Lance Cpl. David Getz
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9H8H. KB EMEEMEE TREE NI
REIIEREBOERR, EH FT1EYF-5
A military working dog assigned to Marine
Marshal'’s Office attacks a bite sleeve during
MCAS Iwakuni, Japan, Sept. 8, 2022. Photo

K9 Water gression
Confidence Training

ilitary working dog handlers assigned to the

Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni Provost
Marshal’s Office practiced commands and reaction
procedures with military working dogs during a K9
water aggression training session at MCAS Iwakuni,
Japan, Sept. 8, 2022.

This training is designied to build the military
working dogs' confidence and enhanced their ability
to perform in a water based environment to maintain
readiness in any condition.

In addition, this training helps to strengthen the
bond between the K9's and their handlers.
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Back on the Right Path:

U.S. Marine Captain Guides
Service Members Facing
Adversity Toward Personal and
Professional Recovery

Story & photos by Lance Cpl. Isaac Orozco

¢¢T f you saw yourself from 5 years
ago standing in front of you, what

would they say? Would they be proud or
disappointed?” This question is one that U.S.
Marine Corps Captain Melvin D. Jacobs never
forgot. He often asked himself this when he was
facing his own adversity earlier in his career,
feeling isolated from his peers, and even to an
extent, himself. The question was a constant
reminder for him to stay on the right track and
be the leader he was meant to be. Now, instead
of reflecting on the question, Jacobs is the one
who asks it to service members who need the
same help and resources he once needed as he
faced his own hardships.

Jacobs has been stationed at Marine Corps Air
Station Iwakuni, Japan since 2018. He Originally
served as the S-6 Officer in Charge for Marine
Wing Support Squadron 171, and now serves as
the S-6 Officer in Charge for MCAS Iwakuni.

Jacobs is also the creator of the Adversity
Recovery and Mentorship (ARM) program.
The ARM program is designed to provide
service members additional resources to cope
with and recover from pending or adjudicated
punishments and adversity. Jacobs dedicates
much of his time to organizing the program
each month to ensure service members have as
many opportunities as possible to enroll.

“Service members who find themselves
in legal jeopardy, many times, are looked
down upon and automatically labeled many
different derogatory terms,” Jacobs says. “It
doesn’t matter how long you've been in, once
you’ve made that mistake you will be looked at
differently, and it shouldn’t be that way. I believe
this is why this program is so important; it
introduces services members to the individuals
who have gone through this before and can
provide proven guidance on how to recover.”

The program itself is a monthly occurrence
and offers those who participate valuable
experiences such as classes on topics like

2022 &

Faces of IWAKUNI:
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KiBEBEENZEMFSEA CERBROHICR—XEEZAIVEY - I/ TTXKE,
U.S. Marine Corps Capt. Melvin Jacobs poses in front of the air station’s headquarters
building at Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, August 2, 2022.
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U.S. Marine Corps Capt. Melvin Jacobs, the creator and director of the Adversity

Recovery and Mentorship (ARM) program, speaks to a participant during a class

at Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, June 10, 2022.

resiliency and self-advocacy, contacts for
upcoming volunteer opportunities, and
advice from a wide range of guest speakers
like command financial specialists or the
installation volunteer coordinators.

In order to bond with those in the program
more and show them recovery is very much
possible, Jacobs is transparent in sharing his life-
altering experiences earlier in his military career.

“When I was a 19-year-old lance corporal, I got
into a fight and found myself in a Japanese jail in
Okinawa and later a juvenile detention center,”
he says. “While I was in jail, I really thought
about what got me into that point of my life.”

Additionally, from other mistakes that
were made, Captain Jacobs found himself the
subject of a command investigation resulting
in receiving a Summary Court-Martial, being
reduced from to the rank of Private, loss of pay,
and 30 days in the brig.

Jacobs said that the experience was
extremely dispiriting, and that it had serious
ramifications for him going forward. The event
was a wake-up call for him to fully realize who
he was deep down: a leader.

“Going through my adversity impacted me
the most,” he says. “It made me realize what
was important and that if I wanted to be
successful, I needed to make some big changes
in my life. The things I was doing during that
time were very much out of my character.”

After receiving the Summary Court-Martial
Jacobs decided he was not going to let his past
define who he was and that he would restore
trust with his fellow Marines. He immediately
began looking for ways to prove his merit, even
if those chances came by scarcely.

Jacobs doesn’t just credit himself for his
remarkable path of recovery, he also had the
help of his superiors who took note of his good
conduct and decided to take an extra step to
give him a second shot.

“It wasn’t just myself or just one singular
person,” he said. “It was a lot of people who
saw the work that I put in and decided to
give me a second chance. It was about being a
good person, making the right decisions, and
proving my worth. I wasn’t going to put their
name or opportunity to waste.”

The road to recovery is not easy, but Jacobs
says it is a lot easier than one would think. In
fact, he says the fundamentals are already in
many Marines’ and Sailors’ mindset.
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“I really believe it comes down to just the
basics,” Jacobs said. “It’s why we learned these
ideas in basic training like honor, courage or
commitment, or the 14 leadership traits. If
have a follower or leader that does all those
things, what more can I ask for?”

This philosophy is a prime influence in
his teachings, where he reiterates that it is
not uncommon for some to struggle with the
fundamentals. Once the groundwork is set in
one’s character however, the path to rebuild
one’s career is much easier.

Those who participate in the program, like
Lance Cpl. Jayden Watson, a Marine assigned
to Headquarters and Headquarters Squadron,
say that the program has been invaluable and
a great asset to the station itself.

“The ARM program he made has helped out so
much,” Watson said. “He has been through some
of the same things we've been going through, and
he provides certain resources that I personally feel
we should have. He’s making a huge difference in
our units and our Iwakuni community”.

Watson also commented on Jacob's character
and how effortless it is to speak with him about
any problem or situation he’s dealing with.

“If you could imagine an officer, or a leader
in general that literally at all costs wants to
make sure a Marine or Sailor is ok, he would
be the perfect example” Watson said. “For
me after my non-judicial punishment, it was
downhill for a while because everything you've
worked for is taken away along with your
future goals, but captain Jacobs was there. It
doesn’t matter if you're a leader, a follower,
what unit you belong to, what rank you wear,
he would just ask ‘what’s going on? Let me
know what’s happening.’ and that right there
was enough to make me feel comfortable to let
him know how I was feeling.”

Jacobs continues to dedicate time and
energy into other service members' careers to
ensure each has a fighting chance regardless
of their past mistakes. Through his dedication
to his craft and unwavering courage in face of
adversity, Jacobs will continue to host the ARM
program as an invaluable asset to those service
members on the station.

6H8A. KiBEBERMEEM TREENTT FN—2 T4 UANY— TR A5
—2v7 (ARM) TOG S LT RV TATEEDSB5N BT S ADMRICOVNTEE
FRIVEY - ITAATIKES,

U.S. Marine Corps Capt. Melvin Jacobs explains the positive impacts of
volunteering during an ARM program class at Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni,
Japan, June 8, 2022.
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THE 374TH COMMUNICATIONS SQUADRON
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The Airmen with 374th Communications
Squadron Operating Location Bravo provide
invaluable communications support to
various units on base, to include those that
visit as part of exercises or deployments.
Their recent work, to include the certification
of on-base locations for the Air Force fitness
test, has expanded MCAS Iwakuni capabilities
and ultimately saved tens of thousands of
dollars. Photos by Cpl. Darien Wright

—— oo
U.S. Air Force Senior Master Sgt. William
Blankenship, left, receives the Impact lwakuni

award from U.S. Marine Col. Richard Rusnok,
commanding officer of MCAS Iwakuni.

U.S. Air Force Airmen with 374th
Communications Squadron Operating
Location Bravo pose for a photo with U.S.
Marine Col. Richard Rusnok and Sgt. Maj.
Adam Gharati.
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The Impact Iwakuni award was created to recognize those who contribute to our community and improve the

livelihood of dependents, contractors and service members alike and aboard Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan.
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Lance Cpl. Jayden Watson goes above and
beyond his everyday duties. Although he
faced adversity early in his career, Watson
has proven himself as a dependable Marine
with an unshakeable optimism. Some of
his most recent work includes being a Lean
Six Sigma instructor for over 200 Marines,
and supporting other service members as a
mentor for ARM program.

Photos by Lance Cpl. Calah Thompson

Lance Cpl Jayden Watson has a conversation

with Col. Richard Rusnok, the commanding
officer of Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni,
after receiving an award.

Lance Cpl Jayden Watson, left, poses for

a photo with Col. Richard Rusnok, the
commanding officer of MCAS Iwakuni, after

receiving an award.
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Staff Sgt. Tajee Dawson coordinated and led a
25-person volunteer effort to aid the recovery
of the nearly endangered Giant Japanese
Salamander, which are known to mate
exclusively near mountain peaks. Dawson,

his volunteers and local environmentalists
gathered materials and built ramps along the
river near Mt. Daisen to help the salamanders
navigate to their breeding grounds.

Photo by Lance Cpl David Getz

Staff Sgt Tajee Dawson, center, poses

with Col Richard Rusknok, right, the
commanding officer and SgtMaj Adam
Ghrati, the sergeant major of MCAS Iwakuni,

Sept. 20, 2022.

SSgt Tajee Dawson and his volunteers help
local enviromentalists save Japanese wild
salamandars at the river near Mt. Daisen,

Tottori Pref., Sept. 9, 2022.
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Members of the Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni Fire
Department pose for a group photo in front of Fire
Station 1 at MCAS Iwakuni, Japan, Sept. 29, 2022.
Photo by Sgt. Phuchung Nguyen
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Firefighters with Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni Fire &
Emergency Services hose down a fire during a live drill at MCAS
Iwakuni, Japan, Oct. 2, 2021. Photo by Sgt. Phuchung Nguyen
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A firefighter with Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni Fire &
Emergency Services practices using a life safety rope at MCAS

Iwakuni, Japan, Oct. 2, 2021. Photo by Sgt. Phuchung Nguyen

¢¢T have no ambition in this
world but one, and that is

to be a fireman. The position may,
in the eyes of some, appear to be
a lowly one; but we who know
the work which the fireman has
to do believe that his is a noble
calling. Our proudest moment is
to save lives. Under the impulse of
such thoughts, the nobility of the
occupation thrills us and stimulates
us to do deeds of daring, even of
supreme sacrifice.”

This statement was uttered by
New York City Fire Department
Fire Chief Edward R. Croker
over a century ago and still rings
true with many firemen today.
Particularly inspired by this
quote is Marine Corps Air Station
Iwakuni Base Fire Marshall
Michael Ballesteros Jr., who
believes it embodies the essence of
a firefighter’s job.

“In Hawaii we have this saying: If
can, can! If no can, can,” Ballesteros
said. “What that really means is if
you think you can do it, then do it,
and if you think you can’t do it, do
it; You are your only limitation.”

“We devote all our efforts to
safeguard the lives and property
of the MCAS Iwakuni community
from fire emergencies, natural
disasters, and other emergency
situations,” Ballesteros said. “Our
mission is to save lives by providing
all-hazard response services, to
avert fires through prevention
and education, while also securing
a work environment that values
cultural diversity and is free of
harassment and discrimination.”

While keeping other people’s
lives safe from danger is their
number one priority, they must
also focus on their own well-
being on and off the job. With the
inevitable conflict of personal and
professional life on their minds,
these firefighters actually have a
remedy that helps them perform
their duties every day.

“Personal and professional life -it
is one and the same,” Ballesteros
said. “See, while most people have
one home to go to, firefichters have
two: on and off duty. Because we
are so much like a family, we rely
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on each other’s mentorship, so
we're all great at ensuring that we
are good to go.”

Working around the clock and
ready for anything at a moment's
notice, the MCAS Iwakuni’s fire
department doesn’t just put its
focus on stopping fires, but also
on educating the populace on base
about how to mitigate fires by
providing information such as the
“12 for 12 Safety tips,” posted on
their social media page every month,
and by hosting events during fire
prevention week in October, which
allows MCAS Iwakuni personnel
participate and practice using fire
prevention equipment.

While firefighters such as
Ballesteros waste no time in
giving their time back to the
community, Ballesteros says the
exchange of gratitude is mutual,
as the community always makes
time to help and give back to the
firefighters who serve on base.

“The community responds very
well; they are always asking us to
come out and either put on a display,
demonstration, or request fire and
life safety training,” Ballesteros
says. “The community is really good
about providing feedback on what
services we provide, and it allows
us to re-evaluate and adjust to meet
their needs.”

Their hard work and dedication
does not go unnoticed as they have
been recognized this year by the
Center for Public Safety Excellence
as an accredited Fire Department.

Ballesteros says rewards and
recognition are fantastic, but the
true reward for his job is something
much more simple than anything
physical. He proclaims it’s about
the positive feelings that come
from helping those in need, and he
reiterates that many firefighters
share this understanding.

“Knowing that what we do
benefits the community makes
coming to work worth it every day,”
Ballesteros says. “They give us love,
support and trust, and that helps
us tremendously.”
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