mmmmmm

T ATZWD

Kmtal



X A0

H<U Table Of Contents

Kintai
e L s AL S o e o Vol. 49
B44ELE LBEEB/ K BEBEEMZEEMT LV Ry T T R » o e
Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni Hosts 44th Annual Air Show U?%%ﬂ?%‘;\??fgjwi

KEBEKEEMZEEMTRNT EVA NN —23 2 EhE EIE
Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni Hosts Capabilities Demonstration DTS—R-T7SAIME

LENREZMHIRTHET:!
KBEKEEMEEMRAES LB FRFEHELRRIGIRICEM
Until Everyone's Safe:

Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni Emergency Services Personnel, Japan Maritime Self- &
Defense Force Members Participate in Emergency Response Training HH==

WERTOZIavF—7
IR TATVEHEE

T740-0025
OB S EH =AM
KpaBEEmMZEEM
HREH

EBICEZR T KB LB EBEM
US Air Force, Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force Fly Together

M)A To—%EIRVERD

IRz a—EEBR 7 — LA B EBLWARY 501988 F58 130
Throwback to Torii Teller
'Air Show, Static Displays, Games, Prizes, Plenty of Fun and Friends' May 13, 1988

Commanding Officer / Issued by
Col. Richard Rusnok

Communication Strategy &
Operations Director
Maj. Gerard Farao

EETROBRIE:
FoBRRTETENEE L BREE13EEKICLSEKRERERS
Friendship through Music:

[l Marine Expeditionary Force Band, Japan Ground Self-Defense Force Band Perform in Communication Strategy &
Joint Concert Operations Production Chief
Staff Sgt. Jessika Braden
EEEMOEIN

BEDH DD Editor
WIEAERUMAREPIZ 1 =7 IOBT T BEEKE Yukie Wada

Faces of IWAKUNI MCAS Iwakuni

The Only Way is Forward: Communication Strategy & Operations
US Marine Overcomes Adversity to Give Back to Family and Community PSC 561 Box 1868

. . FPO AP 96310-0019
AVINGh AT Z2EE 2023F18~38

Impact Iwakuni Winners, January to March, 2023

BB IBNECE:

ROfEaIF I R DOXE
Unit Feature :
The Chapel's Mission is The Community

FEATEWVIIE KBRBERMZEED
REIPERRRESRMNITED CEHIC
DWCEEMEMIDERRICREOZER>TE
S557céhlc EEEMDFEITLTOE T K

T4k - EFRICDOULVT / About Cover & Back Cover
FEAAEE FAER/ KBEREEREEM T RV T —RE /

MARINE CORPS AIR STATION IWAKUNI HOSTS 44TH ANNUAL AIR SHOW
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Guests attending the 44th annual Marine Corps Air Station
Iwakuni Friendship Day watch an aerobatic performance
at Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, April 15, 2023.
Photo by Sgt. Mitchell Austin

“Kintai” is the quarterly magazine issued
by Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni,
for the local Japanese in Iwakuni City,
to highlight MCAS Iwakuni's roles

and obligations under the Treaty of
Mutual Cooperation and Security. This
publication is authorized by the United
States Marine Corps, however, it may
not always reflect the official views or
opinions of the U.S. government or the
U.S. Department of Defense.
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A volunteer with the Single Marine Program takes a photo of visitors and U.S. Marines and Sailors. Photo by Cpl. Calah Thompson
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Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni opens its gates to guests.
Photo by Cpl. Calah Thompson
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Visitors view a heavy equipment static display assigned to Marine Wing Support Squadron (MWSS) 171. Photo by Cpl. Calah Thompson
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A U.S. Marine Corps F-35B Lightning Il assigned to Marine
Fighter Attack Squadron (VMFA) 121, Marine Aircraft Group
(MAG) 12 performs stunts. Photo by Sgt. Mitchell Austin
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Stunt pilot Masahiro Utsumi shakes the hands of several spectators following his stunt performance. Photo by Cpl. Isaac Orozco
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Visitors wait in line to view an MV-22B Osprey static display assigned to Marine Medium Tiltrotor Squadron (VMM) 265, Marine
Aircraft Group (MAG) 36. Photo by Cpl. Calah Thompson
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A visitor tries on a pilot’s helmet for a photo. Photo by Cpl. Calah Thompson
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Japan Ground Self-Defense Force members with 17th Infantry

Regiment, 13th Brigade rappel out of a UH-1J multi-role
helicopter. Photo by Lance Cpl. David Getz
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Friendship Day
2023

arine Corps Air Station

(MCAS) Iwakuni hosted the
44th Japan Maritime Self Defense
Force (JMSDF)/MCAS Iwakuni
Friendship Day air show, April 15,
2023, which also mark the the first
time the air show has taken place
since the COVID-19 pandemic. Since
1973, MCAS Iwakuni has conducted
a single-day air show and open house
specifically designed to foster positive
relationships between the air station
and its Japanese hosts, offering a
culturally enriching experience that
displays the mutual support the U.S.
and Japan share.
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A U.S. Navy F/A-18E Super Hornet assigned to Carrier Air Wing
(CVW) 5 performs stunts. Photo by Sgt. Mitchell Austin
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An Extra EA 300L races against a Ferrari. Photo by Sgt. Mitchell Austin
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Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni Hosts Capabilities Demonstration

.S. Marine Corps, U.S. Navy, and Japan

Maritime Self-Defense Force aircraft stationed
at Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni took part in a
capabilities demonstration, which included all the
squadrons and aircraft types stationed on the base,
Feb. 27, 2023.

The demonstration included a U.S. Marine Corps
UC-12W Huron assigned to Headquarters and
Headquarters Squadron, MCAS Iwakuni; two F-35B
Lightning IIs and a KC-130J Super Hercules assigned
to Marine Aircraft Group 12, 1st Marine Aircraft Wing;
three U.S. Navy F/A-18E Super Hornets, an F/A-18F
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Super Hornet, EA-18G Growler, E-2 Hawkeye, and C-2
Greyhound assigned to Carrier Air Wing Five, Carrier

Strike Group 5; and a JMSDF US-2, EP-3, OP-3C, UP-

3D, U-36A, and MCH-101 assigned to Fleet Air Wing
31, showcasing a high level of readiness and combined
capability in support of the U.S. - Japan alliance and a
free and open Indo-Pacific.

MCAS Iwakuni is uniquely qualified to enable the
Joint Force, either by providing use of the station's
collocated harbor and airfield, serving as a staging
point for non-organic aircraft operations, or any
number of other operational activities.
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Until Everyone's Safe:

Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni Emergency Services Personnel, Japan Maritime Self-Defense
Force Members Participate in Emergency Response Training

.S. Marines and Sailors ‘

with Aircraft Rescue and ‘a* |
Firefighting (ARFF), Marine Wing — ; ;
Support Squadron (MWSS) 171, "'-'_

Marine Aircraft Group (MAG) 12,

and Headquarters and Headquarters
Squadron, Marine Corps Air
Station Iwakuni, Japan Maritime
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Self-Defense Force personnel and
Iwakuni City Fire and Emergency
Services personnel conducted a
simulated mass casualty incident
(MCI) training at Marine Corps Air
Station Iwakuni (MCAS) Iwakuni,
Japan, Feb. 10, 2023.

This training is an annual
requirement for ARFF Marines in
which they and Iwakuni City Fire
and Emergency Services personnel
work together to enhance readiness
and efficiency when responding to
mass casualty incidents on base in
preparation for potential real-world
scenarios.
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Photos by Cpl. Issac Orozco
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U.S. Marine Corps Lanc
player and an Aircraf ghting
participates in emergency response training.
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A US-2 amphibious aircraft assigned to Air Rescue Squadron 71, Fleet Air Wing (FAW) 31.
Photo by Sgt. Mitchell Austin
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US Air Force, Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force Fly Together

.S. Airmen assigned to 353rd Special Operations

Wing, U.S. Air Force Special Operations
Command, and the members of Japan Maritime Self-
Defense Force assigned to Air Rescue Squadron 71, Fleet
Air Wing (FAW), conducted Exercise Cope Angel 23-2 at
Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, March 1, 2023.

Exercise Cope Angel 23-2 is part of a long-standing

bilateral training series focused on expanding
combined search and rescue capabilities between U.S.
Air Force Special Operations Command and the Japan
Maritime Self-Defense Force.
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A US-2 amphibious aircraft assigned to Air Rescue Squadron 71, Fleet Air Wing (FAW) 31
flies over the east coast of Japan. Photo by Cpl. Lance Kell
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- FUA 75— 1950 M 520054F K T, ‘A EE A Torii Teller was the weekly newsletter published at MCAS
1988F5H13H #33%. %195 LTV AT e AL R —, May 18, 1988 Vol. 33, No. 19 Iwakuni from the 1950’s to 2005.
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Japan Ground Self-Defense Force 13th Band members perform during the concert.
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Friendship through Music:

lIl Marine Expeditionary Force Band,
Japan Ground Self-Defense Force
Band Perform in Joint Concert

commanding of | AFAERT—HICRS, BB OAE
f-Defense Force 13th Band, shake hands

al performance. the concert.
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U.S. Marines with the Il Marine Expeditionar

he IIT Marine Expeditionary Force Band and the 13th
Brigade Band of the Japan Ground Self-Defense Force
(JGSDF) performed for the 43rd annual "Tomoni" Friendship
Concert at the Iwakuni Cultural Center, February 8, 2023.
The concert offered an opportunity for attendees to enjoy
the respective cultures of each band while celebrating the
long-enduring relationship between the US Marine Corps

and JGSDF as friends, partners, and allies.
Photo by Lance Cpl. David Getz
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The Only Way is Forward:

US Marine Overcomes Adversity to Give
Back to Family and Community

Story by Lance Cpl. David Getz

14 our story is not about the beginning,
your story is about the whole picture,

people will keep reading even after hearing all
the bad stuff that you've done.” This is what a
U.S. Marine Corps recruiter told Jayden Watson
upon meeting him at a crossroads in his life
when he was not sure if he would live or die on
any given day in the winter of 2018. Looking
back at his history, Watson believed if he didn't
join the Marine Corps, he would have ended up
dead within a year. He had gone through many
adversities growing up, but despite that, he
managed to turn his life around when he was 17
years old after the recruiter approtached him.

Watson, a Baltimore, Maryland native, grew
up facing many threats to his success and
well-being. No matter where he went during
his upbringing, he was surrounded by bad
influences. From a young age, he was exposed
to poverty, drugs, and homicides. His father —
although caring deeply for Watson — spent a lot
of time in jail, and his mother could not provide
a stable lifestyle for him and his three siblings.

“Alot of things came about growing up in
Baltimore,” Watson said. “You lived the kind
of things you see in movies, and personally, it
affected me a lot.”

It was not just family, however, that were
largely absent in Watson’s life. The friends he
grew up with also left the picture.

“That year alone, everybody I grew up with
died,” Watson said of 2019. “That summer,
one of my best friends was shot right in front
of me and people said, ‘it shouldn't bother you
because it's normal,’ but losing him made me
see life differently.”

Watson knew he had to leave his home
because there wasn't a future for him if he
stayed. One day, during a trip to the mall, he met
a Marine Corps recruiter who understood what
life was like living in the city and who asked if he
was interested in changing his trajectory. Watson
shared his personal story about providing for his
family and living in Baltimore.

Not long after meeting with the recruiter,
tragedy struck again when he and a friend
walked out of a gas station. His friend was
shot. In mere moments, his friend went
from being by his side to being in his arms
struggling to breathe. A few moments later,
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he died in Watson’s arms. Watson described
this to be a breaking point, and it solidified his
decision to join the Marine Corps.

Watson enlisted in the Marine Corps in
March 2019. Although he wasn't surrounded by
what plagued his life back home, he now faced
the challenges of adapting to life as a Marine.

“The biggest obstacle I had to go through
was realizing that not everybody is in your
corner,” Watson said. “Not everyone means well
and cares about your story; some people just
want you to get the job done.”

Watson tried to adapt to his new work
environment but often found himself at odds
with his coworkers. This lack of personal
connection led to physical altercations, pushing
him to the point of almost being separated
from the very organization that took him in.

Watson found himself in a dark place upon
his non-judicial punishment (NJP) and the
possibility of being administratively separated.

“When I was going through that stuff, there
were very few people who stuck around and
kept mentoring me,”

“If you know my story, you know I was
supposed to be separated from the Marine Corps
a long time ago,” Watson said. “I was doing the
wrong things and it took a lot of pull from the
right people to vouch for me, and say ‘You know
what? We're not gonna kick him out.”

To his fortune, there were still leaders who
saw his potential; he just needed a push in the
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right direction.

“But I got into a mindset where I was going
to redeem myself because I wanted to prove I
could do it.” Watson said

Watson wanted to be the driving force
behind his recovery, but he knew he couldn’t do
it alone until he recognized his flaws.

“Even now, when all this good stuff is
happening,” Watson recalls, “People will say,
‘It's long overdue' and I say, ‘No, it's right on
time because I wasn't ready back then.”

Despite all the hardships he has
faced, Watson, now a future operations
noncommissioned officer with Marine Aircraft
Group (MAG) 12, 1st Marine Aircraft Wing
(MAW), chose a path in which he is able to
provide for his siblings, and one in which he
can be proud of.

“Just watch him. He still has a lot more growth
in him,” said Staff Sgt. Carlos Morris, a command
support Staff-NCO with Marine Corps Air Station
Iwakuni’s Installation Personnel Administration
Center and one of Watson’s mentors.

Watson has taken on collateral duties which
include serving as a combat marksmanship
coach, an accredited Lean Six Sigma instructor,
and an adversity recovery mentor.

“I think back to what I could have been if I
stayed in my home and I see where I am now,”
Watson said. “and my failures show growth
because you can't buy growth from anybody,
you can only get growth if you work for it.”
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Mine-san, a lab scientis at Naval Family Branch Clinic
Iwakuni, has processed hundreds of thousands

of specimens that have come through the clinic's
laboratory over the years, especially in her work making
sure shipments and coordination with Japanese Labs
go smoothly day in and day out. She also runs all
in-house testing in the clinic's general lab making sure
providers are given information in a timely manner.
Photo by Staff Sgt. Devin Andrews
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Yoko Mine, /eft, receives the Impact Iwakuni
award from U.S. Marine Col. Richard Rusnok,
commanding officer of MCAS Iwakuni.

Yoko Mine, /eft, receives the Impact Iwakuni
award from U.S. Marine Col. Richard Rusnok,
commanding officer of MCAS Iwakuni.
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The Impact Iwakuni award was created to recognize those who contribute to our community and improve the
livelihood of dependents, contractors and service members alike and aboard Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan.
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Mrs. Matchem and Sgt. Reed are cheer coaches that
instruct more than 70 children on base. They have
put in numerous hours of preparation and planned
the choreographed dances for each team that allow
the children to practice proper techniques and gain
confidence before performances. They are role
models for the children they coach by making it their
mission to devote as much time as possible to them.
Photo by Cpl Lance Kell

Mrs. Catherine Matchem, center-left, and Sgt.
Donte Reed, center-right, receive the Impact
Iwakuni award from U.S. Marine Col. Richard
Rusnok, commanding officer of MCAS Ilwakuni.
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Sgt. Donte Reed, /eft, receives the Impact Iwakuni
award from U.S. Marine Col. Richard Rusnok.

2023 B

YFv—R SR/ vIKIEDSAVING b AT %
BEENEF Y)Y FILEA (BELR),

Mrs. Catherine Matchem, /eft, receives the Impact
Iwakuni award from U.S. Marine Col. Richard Rusnok.
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LT Cody is a Licensed Clinical Social Worker and the
Mental Health Department Head for Naval Medical
Readiness and Training Unit Iwakuni, Japan. During
her time in Iwakuni, she oversaw 7,210 outpatient
encounters, supporting the psychological well-being
of the base residents. She has been instrumental

N GERDHICRAL EEEMIS2 =7 Ikt for the physical and mental well-being of personnel
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on-base for many years, and her contribution to the

—aVEEZFITVD, BEE: 415> 7V (A |wakuni community continues to be an inspiration
to many on-base. Photo by Cpl Cahla Thompson
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LT Caitlin Cody, /eft, receives the Impact
Iwakuni award from U.S. Marine Col. Richard
Rusnok, commanding officer of MCAS lwakuni.
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LT Caitlin Cody, right, and her hudsband
pose for a photo after receiving the Impact
Iwakuni award.
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UNIT FEATURE

THE CHAPEL'S MISSION IS THE COMMUNITY

hrough the various volunteer
and charitable events it hosts

across MCAS Iwakuni and Iwakuni
City, the chapel is able to provide
all service members and their
families the opportunity to better
their community and participate in
something bigger than themselves.

Part of the chapel's mission, in
addition to providing spiritually
enriching services, is to support the
local community. One of the ways
they are able to accomplish this is
by hosting community events, which
bring people together and help
strengthen the bond between the air
station and the city of Iwakuni.

“Our footprint is great and
we are here to help personnel on
base in whatever aspect you could
want,” said Chief Petty Officer
Jefferey Fulson, the Chapel Senior
Enlisted Leader assigned to
Headquarters and Headquarters
Squadron , MCAS Iwakuni. “We
are here to protect freedom, we're
here in partnership with Japan;
the best way to do that is going
into the community and developing
a partnership with people, a
partnership with individuals to
help them see a different side of the
air station: that we're not just here
flying jets ..., that we're actually
people.”

MCAS Iwakuni’s chapel continues
to support and foster a bond in the
community on and off base, which

)

promotes inclusion and a healthy
outlet for spiritual needs regardless
of religion or creed. The best way to
do this is by hosting volunteer events
and community relations events.

Hosting community relations
events, also known as COMRELs,
allows service members to get off
base, interact with locals, and help
build an enduring relationship
with those whom volunteers lend
a helping hand to. For many
unaccompanied service members,
being far away from home can be
difficult, but with so many people
who care about the community,
they get creative with ways to
make an impact.

“Every month we try to do a
preschool COMREL,” said Fulson.
“This was something that was
started before I came here, was
continued by multiple chaplains,
and the benefits from these
COMREL:s is that they allow us
to influence the children by doing
things like arts and crafts, playing
and teaching them different games,
and sharing moments with them.”

The chapel also focuses on
providing military children a sense
of familiarity while they are here,
outside of the United States. Often,
the chapel staff design and put
together seasonal events and other
community driven projects such
as youth retreats, Easter family
events, and family game nights.

Story by Lance Cpl. David Getz

“One of the biggest events we
do in Iwakuni is the Inclusion Day,
where one day out of the year the
Iwakuni City government [reserves]
a park for special needs families,”
Fulson said. “What we ask is for
volunteers to help the kids up and
down the slides and to interact with
the families; it’s a great bonding
experience for everyone involved.”

Being able to guide such a
dynamic and diverse community
allows the MCAS Iwakuni
chaplains to support the installation
in a very unique way by cultivating
an environment where everyone —
children, parents, service members,
and Iwakuni residents — feel
welcome and can connect with one
another in many ways, including
culturally enriching ones.

“So there's a trail from the
Iwakuni castle where the samurai
used to walk,” Fulson said. “We're
planning on having a guide walk us
through to understand the culture
and area that we are guests in.”

Supporting the community has
always been the chapel’s mission.
Hosting community relations
events allow all air station
personnel to do good and build an
enduring friendship with Iwakuni
City while sustaining and building
upon everyone’s personal and
spiritual fitness.
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Volunteers assigned to Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni help children off a bounce house during
the Owl Park Inclusive Day community relations event at the Atagoyama Fukuro Park, in Iwakuni,
Japan, Oct. 23 2022. Photo by Cpl. Isaac Orozco
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Volunteers assigned to Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni celebrate with preschool students after a
game at Ekimae Hoikuen Preschool Iwakuni, Japan, March 16, 2023. Photo by Lance Cpl. David Getz
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Lt. James Pittman, station Chaplain (left), LDCR Junsub Um (center) the deputy chaplain, and RPC
Jeffery Fulson Jr. (right) the senior enlisted leader at the Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni Japan Chapel
take a photo together at the Marine Memorial chapel, Feb. 28, 2022. Photo by Cpl. Calah Thompson
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U.S. Navy Commander Michael Tagaloa, the command chaplain for Marine Corps Air Station
Iwakuni, delivers a sermon during an Easter sunrise service at MCAS lwakuni, Japan, April 9, 2023.
Photo by Cpl. Calah Thompson
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