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(Cover) U.S. Navy Lt. Joshua Saniel, a physician associate with the Naval
Family Branch Clinic Iwakuni examines a simulated casualty during casualty
evacuation training as part of Exercise Nankai Rescue at the Lotus Cultural
Center, lwakuni, Japan, Jan. 16, 2025. Photo by S5gt Janessa Davey
(Back) Japan Ground Self-Defense Force members with the 13th Brigade,
Middle Army, load a simulated casualty into a JGSDF ambulance during
casualty evacuation training as part of Exercise Nankai Rescue at the Lotus

Cultural Center, Iwakuni, Japan, Jan. 16, 2025. Photo by S5gt Janessa Davey
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“Kintai” is the quarterly magazine issued
by Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni,
for the local Japanese in Iwakuni City,
to highlight MCAS Iwakuni's roles
and obligations under the Treaty of
Mutual Cooperation and Security. This
publication is authorized by the United
States Marine Corps, however, it may
not always reflect the official views or
opinions of the U.S. government or the
U.S. Department of Defense.
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(MBS A Japan Ground Self-Defense Force member with the 13th Brigade, Middle Army hands a K
85 package to U.S. Navy Petty Officer 2nd Class Ti Powell, an engineman with Headquarters and
(% Headquarters Squadron, Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, during Exercise Nankai Rescue at
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U.S. Marines and Sailors from Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni update documents in the base operations center during
Exercise Nankai Rescue at MCAS Iwakuni, Japan, Jan. 16, 2025. Photo by Staff Sgt. Phuchung Nguyen
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U.S. Marine Corps Cpl. Caleb Casto, an inventory management specialist with the Distribution Management Office,
Headquarters and Headquarters Squadron, Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, speaks with a Japan Ground Self-Defense Force
member from the 13th Brigade, Middle Army, during Exercise Nankai Rescue at MCAS Iwakuni, Japan, Jan. 16, 2025.

Photo by Cpl. Brian Long
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Japan Ground Self-Defense Force UH-1Y helicopters with 13th Brigade, Middle Army, air taxi towards the runway during
casualty evacuation training at Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, Jan. 16, 2025. Photo by Cpl. Brian Long
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Japan Ground Self-Defense Force members with 13th
Brigade, Middle Army, transport a simulated casualty to a
JGSDF MV-22B Osprey, Jan. 16, 2025.

Photo by Lance Cpl. Rylan Adcock
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A Japan Ground Self-Defense Force member with the 13th
Brigade, Middle Army, secures a simulated casualty to a
stretcher during casualty evacuation training as part of
Exercise Nankai Rescue at Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni,
Japan, Jan. 16, 2025. Photo by Sgt. Randall Whiteman
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U.S. Navy Petty Officer 2nd Class Ti Powell hands disaster
relief supplies to a Japan Ground Self-Defense Force
member with the 13th Brigade, Middle Army, Jan. 16, 2025.
Photo by Sgt. Randall Whiteman

.S. Marines and Sailors

from Marine Corps Air
Station Iwakuni, Japan, along with
Japan Ground Self-Defense Force
and Japan Maritime Self-Defense
Force members, trained together
conducting Exercise Nankai
Rescue on Jan. 16, 2025, at MCAS
Iwakuni, Japan. Exercise Nankai
Rescue is a full-scale exercise
focused on enhancing bilateral
coordination between the U.S. and
Japan in support of humanitarian
and disaster relief efforts.

The training was observed by
U.S. State Department officials and
Japanese government officials from
various prefectures, municipalities,
and the local defense bureau.
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A Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force member from JMSDF
Kure Naval Base connects the gangway from a JMSDF
vessel to the pier of Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Jan.
16, 2025. Photo by Lance Cpl. Rylan Adcock
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U.S. Marine Corps Col. Richard Rusnok, the commanding officer of Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, speaks with Japan
Ground Self-Defense Force Major General Takeshi Imamura, the commanding general of the 13th Brigade, Middle Army,
during casualty evacuation training as part of Exercise Nankai Rescue at MCAS Iwakuni, Japan, Jan. 16, 2025.

Photo by Sgt. Randall Whiteman

18168, KRB ERMEERICE WV TRESNEEL A+1— T SEEMOEIGE D WL 5iE L BEBOMME,

BH ST I =FEE

A Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force vessel approaches the Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni harbor during Exercise Nankai
Rescue at MCAS Iwakuni, Japan, Jan. 16, 2025. Photo by Sgt. Randall Whiteman
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U.S. Marines and Sailors with Headquarters and Headquarters Squadron, Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan Ground
Self-Defense Force members with the 13th Brigade, Middle Army, and Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force members from
JMSDF Kure Naval Base, offload disaster relief supplies from a JMSDF transport vessel during Exercise Nankai Rescue at MCAS
Iwakuni, Japan, Jan. 16, 2025. Photo by Sgt. Randall Whiteman
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U.S. Marine Corps Sgt. Daniel Winsand, an explosive ordnance disposal technician, with
Headquarters and Headquarters Squadron, Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, supervises an
EOD robot demonstration during the third annual Science, Technology, Engineering and
Mathematics Day at MCAS Iwakuni, Japan, March. 20, 2025. Photo by Lance Cpl. Maikeyla Reyes
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Takashi Karawan, a firefighter with Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, speaks with Japanese students during the third annual
Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics Day at MCAS Iwakuni, Japan, March 20, 2025. Photo by SSgt. Jennessa Davey
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A Student from Iwakuni looks out of the window of a Japan
Self-Defense Force MCH-101 with Fleet Air Wing 31 during
the third annual Science, Technology, Engineering, and
Mathematics Day at Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni,
Japan, March 30, 2025. Photo by S5gt. Jennessa Davey
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STEM Day

Inspiring the Next Generation!

Photo by Lance Cpl. Maikeyla Reyes
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A student and their chaperone from Iwakuni play with bubbles
during the third annual Science, Technology, Engineering, and
Mathematics Day at Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan,
March 30, 2025. Photo by SSgt. Jennessa Davey
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U.S. Marine Corps Sgt. David Decanini, an aviation ordnance systems technician with Marine
Aviation Logistics Squadron 12, Marine Aircraft Group 12, and a Texas native, teaches
Intermediate School students about ordnance during the third annual Science, Technology,
Engineering and Mathematics day at Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, March. 20, 2025.

| .S. and Japanese students explored the exciting
world of Science, Technology, Engineering,
and Mathematics (STEM) during the third annual
STEM Day at Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni,
Japan, on March 20, 2025. Hosted on the flight line,
the event featured hands-on activities, interactive
demonstrations, and up-close looks at various
aircraft, vehicles, and specialized equipment. These
experiences gave students a deeper understanding of
how STEM plays a vital role not only in supporting the
mission of Marines, Sailors, and civilians stationed at
MCAS Iwakuni, but throughout the entire world.
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Japanese students lift weights using a pulley system during the third annual Science,
Technology, Engineering and Mathematics Day at Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni, Japan,
March. 20, 2025. Photo by Lance Cpl. Maikeyla Reyes

3A208ICKBRBEEMEERICHS WV TRBENTSTEMT — (B -Hiif- TF - HF0R) T T 4BRE 2170 =12 —
ATATA PRI IVOERTS, BE: Dx w71 E——FEE

Iwakuni Intermediate School students hammer nails during the third annual Science, Technology, Engineering, and
Mathematics day at Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, March 30, 2025. Photo by SSgt. Jennessa Davey
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U.S. Marine Corps Cpl. Abraham Gonzalez, left, a military working dog handler with
Headquarters and Headquarters Squadron, Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, guides a Japan
Air Self-Defense Force member where to put a scent marker for a military working dog

during a bilateral noncommissioned officer exchange at MCAS Iwakuni, Japan, Feb. 28, 2025.

ZZAMEE LHEIE (L TV H) DRI CREERZRS KIBERELMEEEHKE.

U.S. Marines and Japan Air Self-Defense Force members pose for a group photo by a
Mitsubishi A6M Zero aircraft.
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U.S. Marine Corps Cpl. Brittany Alcantara, /eft, a military police officer with Headquarters and
Headquarters Squadron, Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, uses a translation app to speak
with a Japan Air Self-Defense Force member.
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U.S. Marine Corps Cpl. Elijah Gagnon, left, a fixed-wing aircraft airframe mechanic with
Marine Aerial Refueling Transport Squadron 152, 1st Marine Air Wing, gives a fist bump to a
Japan Air Self-Defense Force member.
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MCAS Iwakuni NCO Exchnge

.S. Marines and Sailors teamed up with Japan

Air Self-Defense Force members for a non-
commissioned officer exchange from February 25 to 27,
2025, at Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan.

NCOs from the U.S. Marine Corps and Japan Air

Self-Defense Force collaborated in this three-day
event, participating in various training exercises
and classes which allowed the leaders to share their
knowledge and experience with each other, further
strengthening the U.S.-Japan alliance.

Photos by Cpl. Brian Long
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U.S. Marine Corps Sgt. Maj. Jody Armentrout, the Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni sergeant
major, wishes a happy birthday to a Japan Air Self-Defense Force member during a bilateral
noncommissioned officer exchange at MCAS Iwakuni, Japan, Feb. 29, 2025.
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U.S. Marines and Japan Air Self-Defense Force members take a group photo in front of a U.S.
Marine Corps F-35B Lightning Il with Marine Fighter Attack Squadron 242, during a bilateral
noncommissioned officer exchange at Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, Feb. 28, 2025.
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A Japan Air Self-Defense Force member introduces himself during a bilateral
noncommissioned officer exchange at Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni, Japan, Feb. 28, 2025.
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U.S. Marine Corps Cpl. Brittany Alcantara, left, a military police officer with Headquarters and
Headquarters Squadron, Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, and a Japan Air Self-Defense Force
member exercise together during a bilateral noncommissioned officer exchange at MCAS
Iwakuni, Japan, Feb. 28, 2025.
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U.S. Marine Corps Cpl. Melanie Bowman, /eft, a motor vehicle driver with Headquarters and
Support Battalion, Marine Corps Base Camp Butler,teaches a Japan Air Self-Defense Force
member weapon handling procedures for the M27 Infantry Automatic Rifle.
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U.S. Marine Corps chemical, biological, radiological, and nuclear defense specialists

with Marine Wing Support Squadron 171 (MWSS-171), Marine Aircraft Group 12, and

Japan Ground Self-Defense Force members with the 13th Brigade, Middle Army, remove

| contaminated gear.
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U.S. Marine Corps Cpl. Cesar Baroza, a chemical, biological, radiological, and nuclear defense
specialist with Marine Wing Support Squadron 171, Marine Aircraft Group 12, disposes of
contaminated submunitions.
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U.S. Navy Hospital Corpsman 3rd Class Saryn Laserna, a hospital corpsman with 3rd Dental
Battalion, 11th Dental Company Detachment, applies a H-bandage to a simulated casualty.

An XM1216 small unmanned ground vehicle grabs a simulated submunition.
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MCAS Iwakuni EOD and CBRN Conduct
Chemical Environment Training with JGSDF

.S. Marines specializing in Explosive

Ordnance Disposal and Chemical, Biological,
Radiological, and Nuclear defense from Headquarters
and Headquarters Squadron at Marine Corps Air
Station Iwakuni and Marine Wing Support Squadron
171 conducted joint technical exchange training with
Japan Ground Self-Defense Force members from the
13th Brigade, Middle Army. The two-day exercise took
place at MCAS Iwakuni from March 24-25, 2025.

The training aimed to enhance interoperability
between the forces when responding to chemical
attacks and strengthen their combined capabilities in
the Indo-Pacific region.

RREERRLEE IO T 2RE(BEDFIRZTTS. B LB RERAEE F13REDBE.
. Japan Ground Self-Defense Force members with the 13th Brigade, Middle Army, perform a
Photos by Lance Cpl. David Getz |render safe procedure for a simulated improvised explosive device.
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U.S. Marine Corps Pfc. Brandon Lawson, left, and Lance Cpl. Cody McAlpine, both chemical, U.S. Marine Corps Staff Sgt. Fredrick Dickinson, left, and Sgt. Justin Hadden, both explosive
biological, radiological, and nuclear defense specialists with Marine Wing Support Squadron ordnance disposal technicians with Marine Wing Support Squadron 171, Marine Aircraft
171, Marine Aircraft Group 12, walk to a decontamination station. Group 12, prepare to x-ray simulated submunitions.
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[ U.S. Marine Corps chemical, biological, radiological, and nuclear defense specialists with
Marine Wing Support Squadron 171, Marine Aircraft Group 12, and Japan Ground Self-
Defense Force members with the 13th Brigade, Middle Army, remove contaminated gear.
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Japanese Civilians at Iwakuni Perform Many Jobs

More than 300 Japanese nationals
employed at MOAS [wakuni contribute
mech to its constant state of elliciency

Japamese  employess here {11l many
key positions which often require the
individual 1o make decisions in  the
absence of the military supervisor of
a specific department

Zome of the most  important  joba
on the Air Station are entrusted 1o
Japanese employees, as a number of
them hapdle large sums of  money
and oo ather sensitive types of work

The respoasitde positions  filled by
Japanese civilians here are such that
the aperation of the instaliation would
be greatly impakired in their absence.

Some of the wbs sccomplished by
theze persons could not be done
without great cost 1o the 11 S
Government in the schooling of U &
servicemen to  break the language
barrier.
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THROWBACK TO TORIl TELLER

April 13, 1963 Vol. 8, No. 27

Al Japamese eitizens  employed
Bere are contracted  through the
Carey 5. Hughes MNext to Maj
Hughes is Mr, Mincru (Bob) Seiki, a
personnel specialist, who acts as Maj
Hughes' right-hand man. Mr,  Seiki
interprets at  confercnces  and meet.
ings, apd tromslates written  docu-
ments When Maj.  Huoghes  has
- pscerfained  that a  person  applying
for a position has met all requirements,

to the ssction where he or she  will
work. Applicants are screcnod  not
only for their ability to [l  the

speak English, along with many other
factors.

dustralin  Alr Force, s wene
plentiful  and  people
obtaaned,
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Industrial Relations  Officer,  May FIELE

bhe 15 referred for  further inberveew s

poaition, but also for their ability to R

Years ago, when the Station was ;
under the operational control of thel

CHIEF BUTCHER AT COMMISSAKY

were - ensily CAMERA REPAIRMAN AT EXCHANGE

Toduy, the situstion = reversed
and 2 rigid sereening process |8 institu-
ted before positions are filled. In
many chses, cmployess are transferred
from ome section to another o [l
openimgs rather than =eeking new
Belp from outside sources.

Positions of employment on  the
Station  range from construction and
relabilitation of rosds and buildings to
the intricate technigue of making & set
of dentures, or the fine details of re-
pairing A radio or television set. Even
more important than  building  and

. N
.

Torii Teller was the weekly newsletter published at MCAS
Iwakuni from the 1950’ to 2005.

SOUND ENGINEER AT FEN CUTS A DISC

repairing B the task of molding the
future of dependent  children  of
servicenwen  statomed  here.  This
tremsemabois job is one undertaken by
Miszs Takake Hinahara, who teaches
Japanese linguage to students in
their Sth, 6th, umor and senwer years
ol school

Some of the other responsible posi-
tions filled by Japanese civilians here
are as stepographers in commad and
staff offices, nurses, cashiers in  ithe
Marine exchanges and service clubs,
salesgirls, engineers, firemen, traffic
directors and those who stand  the
lomely guard watches patrolling the
Station perimeter during the night
havars

Of the more than 3,000 employees
here, 1,511 are paid from appropeiated
funds allotted for the operation of
the Station. An additbonal 537 receve
payment fpom  Special Services for
employment &5 instructors in recres
tinnal facilities. Salesgarls and office
workers in exchanges are paid  from
exchange funds, Clul employess arne
paid from elub profits. There are 256
concessienaires supplied from outsidde
sources amnd 727 persons are working
aboard the Statien through Japanese
comiracior agreements,

During  the' month of March,
40907, 100 yen were paid to Japanese
employecs, For the entire  calendar
year 1962, a total of £21B35H was
pasl T _I._-u|u|'||;i|" workers at MOAS
Twalkoumi

L
| H
FIRE CHIEF CHECKS BQUIFMENT
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First Lieutenant James
DeTulleo’s Journey in the
Marine Corps

Story by Sgt. Randall Whiteman
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For First Lieutenant James DeTulleo,
service has never been just a duty—

it’s a calling. Growing up surrounded by
military families, he found inspiration in their
unwavering dedication and values. These early
influences instilled in him a belief that service
to others is greater than serving oneself. For
DeTulleo, it’s about contributing to a greater
cause—a principle that has guided his journey
in the Marine Corps.

“Growing up near MacDill Air Force Base in
Tampa, Florida, my neighborhood was full of
military families," DeTulleo recalled. "On my
street alone, there was a Green Beret, two Army
intelligence officers, an Army infantry officer,
two Marine Corps officers, and a Navy family.”

Among these families, one in particular—a
Marine family down the street—Ileft the most
profound impression on him.

“I was drawn to the Marine family right
away,” DeTulleo explained. “I became close
friends with their kids, who were my age.”

“It wasn’t just playing with their kids,”
DeTulleo said. “I spent countless hours
listening to their parents’ stories about the
Marine Corps. Their sense of purpose and
the way they carried themselves left a lasting
impression on me. That dedication to something
bigger than themselves stayed with me.”

Hearing the Marine family’s experiences of
sacrifice, camaraderie, and selflessness left an
indelible mark on him.

“I idolized them growing up,” said DeTulleo.
“And their beliefs shaped the path I would
eventually follow.”

After moving to Illinois and completing high
school, DeTulleo pursued a history degree at
the University of Illinois. During college, he
joined the Naval Reserve Officers Training
Corps (NROTC), taking his first formal step
toward becoming a Marine officer.

“NROTC was the perfect blend for me,”
DeTulleo said. “It allowed me to experience
military life while still enjoying a regular college
experience. More than anything, it reinforced
my belief that leadership means serving others
and putting their needs above your own.”

In May 2021, DeTulleo commissioned as a
second lieutenant in the United States Marine
Corps. His next destination was Quantico,
Virginia, where he attended The Basic School,
receiving essential leadership training, in the
form of rifle platoon commander instruction.
This rigorous program tested his resilience
and adaptability, teaching him to lead Marines
under various conditions. After completing
The Basic School, he trained as a Financial
Management Officer at Camp Johnson in
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U.S. Marine Corps 2ndLt James DeTulleo, right, poses for a photo with his
grandfather, an Air Force veteran, after commissioning as a 2ndLt in the United
States Marine Corps and receiving his first salute at the University of lllinois in
Champaign, IL. Photo Courtesy of 1stLt James DeTulleo
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North Carolina before arriving at Marine
Corps Air Station Iwakuni in 2022.

At Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni,
DeTulleo’s primary responsibilities revolved
around managing finances. He began his
duties as a Travel Officer and later became the
Accounting Officer-in-Charge. However, his
interactions with Marines outside the office
had the greatest impact on him.

“Managing finances is critical, but the
moments I'll always remember are those I
spent in the field with Marines across the air
station,” he said. “Whether it was serving as
the Security Augmentation Force Commander
or organizing community events like
Friendship Day, interacting with the Marines
reminded me why I joined. These moments
gave me a sense of purpose and reaffirmed my
commitment to service.”

DeTulleo eagerly embraced leadership
opportunities that allowed him to collaborate
with Marines from various units. By stepping
beyond his financial duties, he contributed
to fostering readiness and strengthening
teamwork around the air station.

“Leading those exercises gave me a clearer
perspective on the bigger picture,” he said.
“They underscored how essential teamwork
and cohesion are to mission success.”

Through these roles, DeTulleo demonstrated
adaptability and resilience. Whether
coordinating large-scale events or guiding
training exercises, he consistently overcame
challenges while ensuring mission success.

He credits much of his growth to the
mentorship he received from senior Marines.

“The staff non-commissioned officers and
senior leaders I worked with taught me
invaluable lessons,” DeTulleo said. “They
showed me what it means to lead—how to
prioritize the well-being and development of
the Marines under your care. That’s a lesson
I'll carry with me for the rest of my career.”

As 2024 came to a close, DeTulleo took
the next step in his journey by applying to
become an influence officer—a role designed
to integrate operations within the information
environment, enabling commanders to
shape both the informational and security
environment in their areas of responsibility.

“The influence officer role focuses on people,
DeTulleo explained. "It’s about understanding
what drives others, building connections, and
creating a positive impact. To me, that’s the
essence of service—helping others succeed and
working together toward something greater
than yourself.”
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U.S. Marine Corps 2ndLt James DeTulleo, left, poses for a photo with Marines after the Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni Headquarters and Headquarters Squadron
Commanding Officer Change of Command ceremony at MCAS lwakuni, Japan, 2024. Photo Courtesy of IstLt James DeTulleo
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The application process was rigorous, requiring
endorsements from commanding officers and
detailed performance evaluations. Yet, DeTulleo’s
efforts paid off, and he was selected for the
position. He is set to begin influence officer
training at the end of January 2025.

“The process was challenging,” he reflected.
“But it reminded me to persevere and stay true
to my core beliefs.”

As his time at Iwakuni draws to a close,
DeTulleo reflects on the resilience, adaptability,
and leadership that have shaped his journey.
Looking ahead, he sees the next chapter as an
opportunity to continue growing and making a
meaningful impact.

“The Marine Corps has reinforced my belief
that service to others is bigger than service to
yourself,” DeTulleo said. “It’s about the people
you serve with, the mission you share, and the
impact you make together. As I look forward,
I'm excited to take on new challenges, continue
learning, and find even more ways to serve.”
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The Japanese American Society fosters cross-
cultural understanding, unity, and collaboration
between the local Japanese community and
American residents in lwakuni by supporting
military families and local initiatives, providing
invaluable resources and opportunities for
meaningful connections. These connections are
critical to reinforcing the strong relationship

between the two countries and their citizens.
Photos by Cpl. Colin Thibaul
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U.S. Marine Corps Sgt. Maj. Jody G.
Armentrout, right, reads the January 2025
Impact lwakuni award citation during a
presentation for members of JAS Iwakuni at
MCAS Iwakuni, Feb. 11, 2025.

U.S. Marine Corps Col. Richard Rusnok Jr.,
left, Sgt. Maj. Jody Armentrout, right, and
members of the JAS lwakuni, pose for a
group photo during the February 2025
Impact lwakuni award ceremony at MCAS
Iwakuni, Japan, Feb. 11, 2025.
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The Impact Iwakuni award was created to recognize those who contribute to our community and improve the livelihood of

dependents, contractors, and service members alike and aboard Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan.
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Mary Kate Magdycz-Tong volunteers
through the U.S. Navy ombudsman
program, supporting Sailors and their
families by creating newsletters to inform
them about events occurring on the
installation. These newsletters enable base
residents to contribute to their community
and experience all aspects of Japan.

Photos by Cpl. Dahkareo Pritchett

U.S. Marine Corps Col. Richard Rusnok
Jr,, right, shakes hands with Mary Kate
Magdycz-Tong, a volunteer with the U.S.
Navy ombudsman program, at MCAS
Iwakuni, Japan, March 6, 2025.
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Mary Kate Magdycz-Tong, center, a
volunteer with the U.S. Navy ombudsman
program, and members of the Branch Health
Clinic pose for a group photo at MCAS
Iwakuni, Japan, March 6, 2025.
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Nyssa and Michelle played a key role
in preparing and launching the Navy
and Marine Corps Relief Society thrift
shop on MCAS Iwakuni, by organizing
working parties, handling donations,
and coordinating with outside parties to
accomplish various tasks.
Photos by Lance Cpl. Donald Dugger

From left to right. U.S. Marine Corps Col.
Richard Rusnok Jr., Michelle Mangio, Nissa
Rodriguez, GySgt. Michael Moore pose for a
group photo during the March 2025 Impact
Iwakuni award ceremony at MCAS Iwakuni,
Japan, April 15, 2025.

Michelle Mangio, fourth from right, Nissa
Rodriguez, second from right, pose for a group

photo with family and friends during the March
2025 Impact Iwakuni award ceremony at MCAS
Iwakuni, Japan, April 15, 2025.
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@ U.S. Marine Corps Maj. Matthew Forshee, right, the executive officer of Headquarters and
Headquarters Squadron, Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, hands a message from the
Commander of the U.S. Naval Forces Japan to Mr. Kozo Nakagawa, the president of the
Fujinowaki Neighborhood Association, during the 80th anniversary of the Marukoyama
Memorial Ceremony in Kure City, Hiroshima Prefecture, Japan, April. 3, 2025.
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MARUKOYAMA MEMORIAL CEREMONY HONORS 80 YEARS OF
REFLECTION, HEALING, AND FRIENDSHIP

On April 3, 2025, U.S. Marines
and Sailors from Marine
Corps Air Station (MCAS) Iwakuni
joined local residents in Kure City,
Hiroshima Prefecture, Japan, to
mark the 80th anniversary of a
tragic World War II aircraft crash.
Together, they honored a moment
in history that has since become a
powerful symbol of reconciliation
and shared humanity.

On July 24, 1945, a U.S. Navy
TBM-3 Avenger from Torpedo
Squadron 6 (VT-6), flying from the
USS Hancock (CV-19), was shot
down while attacking the Kure
area. The plane crashed into a
residential neighborhood, killing
four civilians and destroying a
dozen homes. Of the three crew
members on board, one died in
the crash, another died after
parachuting, and the third survived
for nearly two weeks in the
mountains before being captured.

In the immediate aftermath of
the crash, the local community was
overwhelmed by grief and anger.
The destruction of homes and the
deaths of four of their neighbors

fueled resentment toward the fallen

American crew member. When
they discovered the remains of the
crew member in the wreckage,
some residents began to act out in
retaliation—venting their pain on
the body of the crew member.

Seeing this, Kazuzou Furukawa,
the head of the local community at
the time and father to an Imperial
Japanese Army soldier who died
seven months prior in New Britain,
stepped in. He told his neighbors
firmly, “You must not do such
things. The pilot is not guilty.”

Mr. Furukawa believed that this
young man, like his own son, was
a victim of war—far from home,
following orders, and now lost to
his family forever. His words and
actions helped calm the community

and redirected their response toward

compassion rather than anger.

That same day, Mr. Furukawa
gathered the body of the American
crew member and buried him
respectfully on his own farmland. He
believed that, like his son, this man
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Story and photos by Sgt. Randall Whiteman

had a family who was waiting for
him—a family who would never get
to welcome their son home again.

“The American soldier who died
must have parents and siblings,
and friend or foe it doesn’t matter.”
said Mr. Furukawa.

Mr. Furukawa’s personal
tragedies only grew deeper. Just
weeks later, on August 6, his
15-year-old daughter disappeared
during the atomic bombing
of Hiroshima. His wife, after
desperately searching for her, later
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died from radiation exposure.

Despite these tragedies, he chose
the path of peace and dignity over
bitterness and hatred.

After the signing of the 1951
Treaty of Peace by Japan and the
United States, formally ending
World War II, Mr. Furukawa built
a large memorial on top of a small
hill named Marukoyama, 700
meters east from the crash site,
to mourn the deaths of his family.
Alongside tributes to his wife, son,
Continued on Page 22, "Marukoyama"

i1

Gifts are left on a monument to fallen Americans by members of the Fujinowaki Neighborhood Association after the 80th
anniversary of the Marukoyama Memorial Ceremony in Kure City, Hiroshima Prefecture, Japan, April. 3, 2025.
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U.S. Navy Lt. John Pollnow, the Marine Corps Air Station
Iwakuni duty command chaplain, sings the American
National Anthem during the 80th anniversary of the
Marukoyama Memorial Ceremony in Kure City, Hiroshima
Prefecture, Japan, April. 3, 2025.
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"Marukoyama"

and daughter, he placed a 1.5 meter
tall cross-shaped gravestone for

the American crew members with
an inscription in Kanji directly
translating into, “Memorial to the
Brave Warriors of the US Air Force.”

This site became a quiet
testament to forgiveness, mutual
respect, and the human cost of
war. Mr. Furukawa maintained
the memorial and trails on
Marukoyama for many decades.
But after his passing, the site
gradually fell into disrepair, and
the story risked being lost.

In 2006, the Fujinowaki
Neighborhood Association, a group
of local volunteers, stepped in
to preserve the memorial. Since
then, they have cleared trails, cut
back overgrowth, and kept the site
accessible for visitors and for the
annual ceremony.

Although the crash occurred in
July, the memorial is held each year
on April 3, during Japan’s cherry
blossom season—a time symbolic of
renewal and hope. With the hillside
in full bloom, the setting allows for
heartfelt reflection—not only on

loss, but on peace, resilience, and
the power of remembrance.

This year’s ceremony was
especially meaningful as it was not
only the 80th commemoration of the
crash, but U.S. Marines and Sailors
from MCAS Iwakuni traveled to
Kure to participate in the ceremony
and stand alongside Japanese
citizens to lay flowers, share
prayers, and reflect together. Their
presence at this ceremony was
more than symbolic—it reaffirmed
the deep friendship between two
nations that once stood on opposite
sides of a global conflict.

By honoring the American
crew members and the Japanese
civilians who died, participants
also paid tribute to Mr. Furukawa’s
extraordinary compassion. His
legacy continues to bridge cultural
and historical divides, reminding us
all of our shared humanity.

The ceremony was a powerful
reminder that while Japan and the
U.S. once stood on opposite sides
of war, today we are close partners
and trusted friends—bound by
mutual respect and a shared
commitment to peace.

Today, eighty years later, the
Marukoyama Peace Monument
“Memorial to the Brave Warriors
of the US Air Force” remains a
place of quiet reflection on the
past and a testament to one man’s
empathy, moral courage, and belief
in peace. It reminds us that healing
is possible, even after profound
loss—and that from tragedy,
understanding and unity can grow.

The following names are the
brave warriors for whom the
Marukoyama Peace Monument is
dedicated;

LTJG Clarence Arthur Tiege (North
Dakota) - Born 16 March 1920,
Died 24 July 1945, Interred 14 Feb
1949 (Punchbowl, HI).

(AOMS3) Gunner’s Mate 2/C Luther
Pope Johnson Jr. (Portland, Maine)
- Born Oct 1925/1926, shot down 24
July 1945. POW at Ofuna until the
end of WWII. Died in Oct 2006.
(ARM3) Radioman 3/C Jack
Spencer Keeley (Wisconsin) - Born
25 Nov 1925, Presumed dead 24
July 1945 (Courts of the Missing
Monument, HI).
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Fukao Hiroyuki, the U.S. participation coordinator for the Marukoyama Memorial Ceremony, explains the inscription on the
Furukawa family memorial to the U.S. Marines and Sailors from Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni after the 80th anniversary of
the Marukoyama Memorial Ceremony in Kure City, Hiroshima Prefecture, Japan, April. 3, 2025.

RBRETICHS. &) IROFER, B _RitFAEE. &) ZESADREDTEEEATE U.S. Marine Corps Maj. Matthew Forshee, the executive officer of Headquarters and

Lfc, Headquarters Squadron, Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni, places flowers on a monument
The Furukawa family memorial was created by Kazuzou Furukawa to mourn the deaths of to fallen Americans during the 80th anniversary of the Marukoyama Memorial Ceremony in
his family following the end of World War II. Kure City, Hiroshima Prefecture, Japan, April. 3, 2025.

21 2025 & 2025 Summer 22






