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Iwakuni Middle School and Takamizu Junior High Sc

Field Day

tudents from Takamizu Gakuen visited Iwakuni

Middle School at Marine Corps Air Station
Iwakuni on May 16, 2025, for a day of cultural
exchange and friendship. They enjoyed morning
sports and games, including a fun firetruck water-
spraying event. Over the lunch break, students chatted
and later joined activities like karaoke, basketball,
e-sports, and board games. The event highlighted the
lasting bond between the schools and gave students a
valuable chance to connect across cultures.

Photos by Sgt. Randall Whiteman
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mbudsman are often described as vital

and essential, serving as the bridge
between service members and their families.
Working quietly behind the scenes, they provide
clarity when communication falters - especially
during deployments or times of crisis.

For Katie Mintz, a Washington native and
ombudsman for Strike Fighter Squadron (VFA)
102, every minute spent supporting others is
rooted in purpose and care.

Mintz’s dedication to Sailors, Marines,
and their families recently earned her the
2024 Dorothy Flatley Award, which honors a
Navy spouse who demonstrates extraordinary
support to the military community.

“My command is so supportive of me and went
out of their way to do so much work, and it turns
out I was the one that was chosen, it really feels
nice,” Mintz said. “Knowing how much effort
everyone put in for me, even when I see our
other ombudsmen and say ‘No, they are just as
fantastic as me, they are all helping others and
deserving of this kind of award and recognition.”

“When service members are here, they're
able to handle most things themselves,” Mintz
said “But when they’re gone, that’s when I
really step up. I'm able to guide families to the
right resources, coordinate information, and
keep everyone informed.”

Her role includes assisting during medical
emergencies and helping with housing,
schooling, and relocation concerns. With more
than 200 service members in her command, the
volume of need could be overwhelming, but for
Mintz, it's where she thrives.

“I think it boils down to, I just really like
helping people, it feels really good to do.”
Mintz said. “I've deeply fallen in love with
the connections I've made with Sailors,
Marines, and their families. It doesn’t matter
if they’re having housing, school, financial, or
deployment issue, taking a load off someone's
plate in itself is very rewarding.”

Her ability to raise concerns early and
present them to the command’s leadership for a
solution has become second nature, but it wasn’t
always so routine. Originally, Mintz faced some
challenges at Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni
due to the joint-service environment of the base.
This required Mintz to innovate to accommodate
both Marines and Sailors.

“MCAS Iwakuni is such a unique place, I
mean we're basically 60% Marines and 40%
Sailors here,” Mintz said. “We can run into
issues that can be Marine specific, so the
challenge comes to how do we translate that
from the Navy mindset. In turn you learn how
to talk to both Sailors and Marines and mentor
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them on things like how to balance a budget to
their lifestyle.”

Within VFA-102, Mintz is seen as the
embodiment of the squadron's values of
professionalism, dedication, and moral character.

“Mrs. Mintz has been a cornerstone of our
squadron's support structure, and seeing her
dedication acknowledged at this level is both
gratifying and inspiring.” said CDR Brett
Havelka, the commanding officer for VFA-102,
and a native of Pennsylvania.

According to Havelka, recognizing
individuals like Mintz sheds light on the
critical roles within the squadron that might
otherwise get overlooked by many.

“It sends a powerful message that behind
every successful squadron are dedicated
individuals who often work behind the scenes.
Mrs. Mintz's recognition highlights the
importance of every member of our extended
team and serves as a reminder that impactful
service does not go unnoticed.”

In addition to her ombudsman duties, she
also volunteers as a caseworker for the Navy-
Marine Corps Relief Society.

“When I heard she had won the award I was
absolutely excited,” Intisar Al-Hayak, director
of NMCRS Iwakuni said. “We were already
doing volunteer recognition that day, and she’s
already contributed more than 1500 hours
to Marines and Sailors alone as part of the
organization, and seeing her getting recognized
for all her work, I believe she was very honored.”

Mintz’s work at NMCRS Iwakuni never goes
unrecognized, even her smaller projects are
recognized by her peers.

“She gives back to the community in so
many different ways. She's not only training
case workers, helping spouses when they move
somewhere else, and financial assistance for
Marines and Sailors,” Al-Hayek said. “Even
small things like creating handmade baby
blankets in her free time. It doesn't seem like
a lot, but it has a huge impact when you get
something handmade so far from home.”

Mintz’s dedication, adaptability, and selfless
service led to her earning the 2024 Dorothy
Flatley award — an honor meant for someone
who handles late-night calls, supports families
through deployments and is always ready to
help. For Mintz, the award is just a result of
the philosophy she lives by.

“If you're passionate about what you do,
translate into something positive,” Mintz said.
“Some people do it for recognition, but if you
really care about what you do, you just end
caring more about seeing the help you put out
in the world.”
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Katie Mintz, U.S. Navy Ombudsman with Strike Fighter Squadron (VFA) 102, Carrier Air Wing
(CVW) 5, holds a handmade blanket she created for the Navy-Marine Corps Relief Society at
Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, June 6, 2025.
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Ms. Buchart serves as the full-time lead mammographer at Naval Hospital
Yokosuka, Japan. When MCAS Iwakuni’s mammographer departed in
August 2024, Ms. Buchart didn't hesitate to step up - volunteering to travel
regularly to Iwakuni to ensure continued access to vital care. Thanks to her
dedication, she has provided walk-in mammography services for up to 50
patients over just three days - all while maintaining a demanding workload
at Yokosuka. Her commitment and compassion have had a profound impact
Photos by Sgt. Randall Whiteman

on the MCAS Iwakuni community.

EEEWRRtt T - =S
Marde Buchart, center, lead mammographer
at Naval Hospital Yokosuka, poses with
members of the Branch Health Clinic during
the April 2025 Impact Iwakuni award
ceremony at MCAS lwakuni, May 21, 2025.

|

Marde Buchart, center, lead mammographer
at Naval Hospital Yokosuka, thanks the
leadership of MCAS Iwakuni Naval Family
Branch Clinic for their support during the
May 2025 Impact Iwakuni award ceremony at
MCAS Iwakuni, Japan, May 21, 2025.
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The Impact Iwakuni award was created to recognize those who contribute to our community and improve the livelihood of
dependents, contractors, and service members alike and aboard Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan.
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Antonio's exceptional service and dedication at MCAS Iwakuni have

made him one of the most recognizable and welcoming faces at the MCX.
Whether assisting with electronics, uniforms, or everyday essentials, he
ensures each customer leaves with exactly what they need and a positive
experience to match. In a place far from home, Antonio helps make the
MCX feel like a little piece of the States. His outstanding customer care

has earned numerous glowing ICE comments, with many praising the
personal attention and professionalism he brings to every interaction.
Photos by Cpl Braian Long

A

Antonio Toribio, center, a sales representative
with the Marine Corps Exchange, poses for a
group photo with Marine Corps Air Station
Iwakuni leadership and friends during the June
2025 Impact lwakuni award ceremony at MCAS
Iwakuni, Japan, July 29, 2025.
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Antonio Toribio, /eft, a sales representative with
the Marine Corps Exchange, shakes hands with
Col. Kenneth Rossman, center, commanding
officer of Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni,
during the June 2025 Impact Iwakuni award
ceremony at MCAS Iwakuni, Japan, July 29, 2025.
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A Japan Air Self-Defense Force member with 5th and 6th Air
Wing pulls on a lever to secure an aircraft tire during Crash
Damaged or Disabled Aircraft Recovery training at Marine
Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, June 3, 2025.

MCAS IWAKUNI ARFF MULTINATIONAL CRASH DAMAGED OR
DISABLED AIRCRAFT RECOVERY TRAINING

arine Corps Air Station

Iwakuni Aircraft Rescue
and Fire Fighting (ARFF), recently
recognized for being the Medium
Fire Department of the Year for
the third consecutive year, hosted
a multinational training event
that brought together fire and
emergency response teams from
across the globe. This initiative
reflects the department’s continued
commitment to excellence,
collaboration, and the advancement
of emergency response capabilities
on an international scale.

The Crash, Damaged, or
Disabled Aircraft Recovery training
held for the first time at MCAS
Iwakuni included participation
from the United Kingdom’s
Royal Airmen from Joint Aircraft
Recovery and Transportation
Squadron, Germany’s Airmen from
German Air Force Command II,
Air Force Troop Command Support
Wing 2, the Japan Air Self-Defense
Force’s 5th and 6th Air Wing, the
Japan Maritime Self-Defense
Force’s Fleet Air Wing-31, and the
U.S. Air Force from Volk Field Air
National Guard Base, Wisconsin.

“Our goal was to create a training
location in coordination with the
Joint Program Office for the F-35
to be able to have multiple foreign
agency partners working together

Story and photos by Cpl. Dahkareo Pritchett

to exchange tactics, techniques
and procedures.” said Master Sgt.
Devin Meyers, the fire chief at
Aircraft Rescue and Fire Fighting,
Headquarters and Headquarters
Squadron, MCAS Iwakuni.

This marked the first time
ARFTF hosted international
counterparts for a training of
this scale, representing a major
milestone in the unit’s history and
demonstrating the expertise that
earned them national recognition
three years in a row.

Meyers described the training
as a huge success with robust
collaboration and new ideas being
shared to address a variety of
emergency scenarios.

“Working with the different
nations was an awesome
opportunity, mainly because we all
have different levels of experience
and it has helped all of us learn the
different nuances to the Crashed,
Damaged, and Disabled Aircraft
Recovery procedures that we do
and it has only made us stronger.”
said Master Sgt Meyers.

International participants
echoed these sentiments. Many
agreed that learning multiple
approaches to aircraft recovery
enhances flexibility and efficiency,
enabling faster and more effective
responses while reducing the risk of

additional damage.

“There are four procedures
involved in recovery; Defogging,
Air bagging, Sling lifting, and
Recovery,” said Senior Master
Sgt. Torsten Michels, a German
Airmen from German Air Force
Forces Command, “and if you're
not aware of what you can use in
certain situations, it can be very
detrimental to your equipment.”

Michels also emphasized that
knowing when and how to use each
aircraft recovery method is critical,
particularly for those with less
experience. Someone using the wrong
technique for a specific situation could
worsen the situation or seriously
damage the aircraft or equipment.

This multinational training
event at MCAS Iwakuni not
only strengthened international
relationships but facilitated a
valuable exchange of knowledge
and techniques in aircraft recovery
operations. This collaborative
environment created an
environment where diverse teams
challenged each other’s approaches
and improved their skills. As MCAS
Iwakuni’s ARFF team continues
to push boundaries and embrace
innovation, it is clear that their
reputation for excellence is not just
recognized, it is earned.
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U.S. Airmen from Volk Field Air National Guard Base, Japan Air Self-Defense Force members
with 5th and 6th Air Wing, Royal airmen with Joint Aircraft Recovery Transportation
Squadron, and German airmen, secure an F/A-18F Super Hornet tire for transport during
Crash Damaged or Disabled Aircraft Recovery training at Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni,
Japan, June 3, 2025.

21

6H20. KiBEBEEMZERICH L TRIBENTZESE - 1815 - S ZEHEEIYY (CODAR) SR T,
H5ZE B ZEE (CVW-5) 351478 BIERITEK (VFA-147) FRIBDF-35C51 b= 7 | IEkRIH % R %
T5 KEBEKE KREER MEARKE. B LEFBKE (FIREER FIVEER,

U.S. Marines with Aircraft Rescue and Firefighting, Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, U.S.
Airmen, Japan Air Self-Defense Force members, Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force members,
Royal airmen, and German Air Force personnel, examine an F-35C Lightning Il aircraft
assigned to Strike Fighter Squadron (VFA) 147, Carrier Air Wing (CVW) 5, during Crash
Damaged or Disabled Aircraft Recovery training at MCAS Iwakuni, Japan, June 2, 2025.
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U.S. Marine Corps Master Sgt. Devin Meyers, the fire chief of Aircraft Rescue and Fire
Fighting, Headquarters and Headquarters Squadron, Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, and
a native of California, briefs multinational participants on the purpose of Crash Damaged or
Disabled Aircraft Recovery training at MCAS Iwakuni, Japan, June 2, 2025.
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U.S. Marines with Aircraft Rescue and Firefighting, Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan
Air Self-Defense Force members, Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force members, Royal Airmen
with Joint Aircraft Recovery Transportation Squadron, observe an F/A-18C Hornet being
lowered onto a truck during Crash Damaged or Disabled Aircraft Recovery training at Marine
Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, June 5, 2025.
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