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(Cover) US. service members and on-base personnel from Marine Corps

Air Station Iwakuni participate in a softball tournament with the local

community in lwakuni city, Japan, Nov. 23, 2025. This tournament was

held to strengthen relationships between U.S. service members and the

Iwakuni community through food, fun and friendly competition.
(Back) Charles Evans, a security manager from Marine Corps Air Station
Iwakuni, and a native of Jacksonville, Florida, runs to third base during
a softball tournament with the local community in lwakuni city, Japan,
Nov. 23, 2025.

Photos by Lance Cpl. Ella Cadby
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“Kintai” is the quarterly magazine issued
by Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni,

for the local Japanese in Iwakuni City,

to highlight MCAS Iwakuni's roles

and obligations under the Treaty of
Mutual Cooperation and Security. This
publication is authorized by the United
States Marine Corps, however, it may
not always reflect the official views or
opinions of the U.S. government or the
U.S. Department of Defense.
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JMSDEF JS Unryu Visits MCAS Iwakuni
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I The Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force JS Unryu (SS-502), with Submarine Division 5, Fleet Submarine Force, arrives for a
supply operation at Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, Oct. 27, 2025. Photo by Cpl. Brian Long
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Leadership from Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force Fleet
Air Wing 31, and Japan Ground Self-Defense Force 13th Brigade, Middle Army, stand at
attention as JS Unryu arrives at Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, Oct. 27, 2025.
Photo by Sgt. Peter Rawlins
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The Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force JS Unryu (SS-502), with Submarine Division 5, Fleet
Submarine Force, arrives for a supply operation at Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan,
Oct. 27, 2025. Photo by Lance Cpl. Donald Dugger

he Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force
submarine JS Unryu (SS-502), with Submarine
Division 5, Fleet Submarine Force, arrives for a
resupply operation at Marine Corps Air Station
Iwakuni, Japan, Oct. 27, 2025. This marked the
first time a JMSDF submarine has entered MCAS
Iwakuni. The purpose of JS Unryu's visit is to
practice resupplying at the deep-water harbor and to
demonstrate logistical capabilities.
The submarine's commanding officer met with
MCAS Iwakuni's commanding officer, the mayor
of Iwakuni, the Chugoku-Shikoku Defense Bureau
Director General, and Fleet Air Wing 31 leadership.
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U.S. Marine Corps Col. Kenneth Rossman, center-left, the commanding officer of Marine Corps
Air Station Iwakuni, and a native of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, and Gakuto Fukawa, the Chugoku
Shikoku Defense Bureau Director General, center, speak with each other during a supply
operation at Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, Oct. 27, 2025. Photo by Sgt. Peter Rawlins
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Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force members with Submarine Division 5, Fleet Submarine
Force, prepare to dock the JS Unryu (SS-502) at Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, Oct.
27,2025. Photo by Lance Cpl. Donald Dugger

F Sy 000

2025% 108278, K BABEERDEH CEHE BRI AN (SS-S0)IHATSELES

B SEKAERR B5E KB FIR DB E, EE.I5-F+FE—&R

Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force members with Submarine Division 5, Fleet Submarine
Force, move supplis onto the JS Unryu (SS-502) at Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan,
Oct. 27, 2025. Photo by Lance Cpl. Ella Cadby
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The Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force JS Unryu (SS-502), with Submarine Division 5, Fleet
Submarine Force, prepares for a supply operation at Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni,
Japan, Oct. 27, 2025. Photo by Cpl. Brian Long
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‘ Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force members with Submarine Division 5, Fleet Submarine
Force, prepare to dock the JS Unryu (5S-502) at Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, Oct.
27,2025. Photo by Lance Cpl. Donald Dugger
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Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force members with Submarine Division 5, Fleet Submarine
Force, move supplies onto the JS Unryu (5S-502) at Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan,
Oct. 27, 2025. Photo by Sgt. Peter Rawlins
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A Japan Ground Self-Defense Force member with 13th Brigade, Middle Army, secures a simulated casualty to a stretcher during
exercise Nankai Rescue 2026 at the Lotus Cultural Center, Iwakuni, Japan, Jan. 24, 2026. Photo by Lance Cpl. Isaac De Leon
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U.S. Marine Corps water support technicians with Marine Wing Support Squadron (MWSS) 171, Marine Aircraft Group 12, 1st
Marine Aircraft Wing, check a water purification system during Exercise Nankai Rescue at Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni,
Japan, Jan. 24, 2026. Photo by Cpl. Sarah Grawcock
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U.S. Sailors with the Naval Family Branch Clinic Iwakuni
secure a simulated casualty to a stretcher at the Lotus
Cultural Center, Iwakuni, Japan, Jan. 24, 2026. Photo by
Lance Cpl. Isaac De Leon
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A Japan Ground Self-Defense Force member with 13th

Brigade, Middle Army, treats a simulated casualty at the

Lotus Cultural Center, Iwakuni, Japan, Jan. 24, 2026. Photo

by Lance Cpl. Isaac De Leon
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U.S. Marine Corps Sgt. Oscar Corralesserrano, a water
support technician with Marine Wing Support Squadron
(MWSS) 171, Marine Aircraft Group 12, 1st Marine Aircraft
Wing, tests the pH level on water in a water purification
system at Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, Jan. 24,
2026. Photo by Cpl. Sarah Grawcock
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Japan Ground Self-Defense Force members with 13th
Brigade, Middle Army, prepare food in a field kitchen at the
Lotus Cultural Center, lwakuni, Japan, Jan. 24, 2026. Photo
by Lance Cpl. Tyler Bassett
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A Japan Ground Self Defense Force member with 13th
Brigade, Middle Army, hands out cups of curry to simulated
evacuees at the Lotus Cultural Center, Iwakuni, Japan, Jan.
24,2026. Photo by Lance Cpl. Tyler Bassett
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Gakuto Fukawa, left, the Chugoku Shikoku Defense Bureau
Director General, U.S. Marine Corps Lt. Col. Michael Miller,
right, operations officer, Headquarters and Headquarters
Squadron, Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, speak with

each other at the Lotus Cultural Center, Iwakuni, Japan, Jan.

24,2026. Photo by Lance Cpl. Isaac De Leon
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U.S. Marine Corps Cpl. Amanda Morenokaun, a food service specialist with Headquarters and Headquarters Squadron (HHS),
Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, and a native of Cuba, grills chicken in a field kitchen during exercise Nankai Rescue 2026 at
the Lotus Cultural Center, lwakuni, Japan, Jan. 24, 2026. Photo by Lance Cpl. Tyler Bassett

Nankai Rescue 2026

he Japan Ground Self-Defense Force and Marine Corps Air Station
Iwakuni conducted a combined disaster response exercise at MCAS
Iwakuni and Atago Sports Complex on January 24, 2026. This exercise
was conducted as part of "Nankai Rescue 2026," a large-scale exercise
designed to enhance preparedness for a major Nankai Trough earthquake.
The exercise focused on humanitarian assistance, medical support, and
rapid transport of relief supplies. Training activities included rescue operations
for evacuees, relief supply transport, field cooking, and water distribution.
This exercise demonstrated the strong partnership between the JGSDF
and U.S. military, particularly strengthening cooperation with the 17th
Infantry Regiment and the 13th Brigade. The training conducted together
serves as vital preparation to protect the lives and safety of local residents
in the event of a major disaster.
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U.S. Marine Corps Maj. Gen. Brian Wolford, center, the commanding general of Marine Corps Installations Pacific, Mr.

Fukawa Gakuto, center left, the director general of Chuguko Shikoku Defense Bureau, and Marines with Headquarters and
Headquarters Squadron (HHS), Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, observe K-9 training during exercise Nankai Rescue 2026 at
the Lotus Cultural Center, lwakuni, Japan, Jan. 24, 2026. Photo by Sgt. Peter Rawlins
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U.S. Navy Lt. Philmore Anderson, a pilot with Strike Fighter Squadron (VFA) 102, Carrier Air Wing (CVW) 5, hugs his children
after returning to Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni, Japan, Dec. 6, 2025. Photo by Lance Cpl. Tyler Bassett
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U.S. Navy Lt. Logan Fox, a pilot with Electronic Attack
Squadron (VAQ) 141, Carrier Air Wing (CVW) 5, kisses his
wife upon arrival to Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni,
Japan, Dec. 3, 2025. Photo by Lance Cpl. Tyler Bassett
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U.S. Navy Lt. Cmdr. Marc Liner, a pilot with Strike Fighter
Squadron (VFA) 147, Carrier Air Wing (CVW) 5, celebrates his
return with his children at Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni,
Japan, Dec. 6, 2025. Photo by Lance Cpl. Tyler Bassett
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U.S. Navy pilots with Strike Fighter Squadron (VFA) 147, Carrier Air Wing (CVW) 5, prepare to greet friends and family
members at Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, Dec. 6, 2025. Photo by Lance Cpl. Tyler Bassett
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U.S. Navy LCDR Robert Ward, a pilot with Strike Fighter Squadron (VFA) 27, Carrier Air Wing (CVW) 5, greets his family at
Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, Dec. 3, 2025. Photo by Lance Cpl. Tyler Bassett
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Carrier Air Wing (CVW) 5
aircraft and personnel were
welcomed home by friends and
family at Marine Corps Air Station
Iwakuni, Japan, in December 2025. :

They returned to MCAS Iwakuni  Bocgogion Ses epemmmsiniciinL i
from the Nimitz-class aircraft carrier EJ%@‘")‘VZ?’:(‘/JZ{U—*ﬁﬁq’ﬂiltm%?éfﬁg%?ﬁ
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USS George Washington (CVN-73), g"\éw;r) ;g;?;mgm;%va.1oz) R,
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where they prov1ded arr superlorlty U.S. Navy Avionics Technician 3rd class Selwyn Ulanday, left,

and all-weather offensive air-to-

surface attack capabilities.

slautes Cmdr. Justin Wiley, an executive officer, both with
Strike Fighter Squadron (VFA) 102, Carrier Air Wing (CVW) 5,
Carrier Strike Group 5, at Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni,
Japan, Dec. 10, 2025. Photo by Cpl. Dahkareo Pritchett
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U.S. Navy pilots with Strike Fighter Squadron (VFA) 147,
Carrier Air Wing (CVW) 5, hug friends and family members
at Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, Dec. 6, 2025.
Photo by Lance Cpl. Tyler Bassett
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U.S. Marine Corps Cpl. Michael Lerner, a site chief, currently assigned to 3rd Battalion, 12th Marine Littoral Regiment, 3rd
Marine Division, operates an AN/PYQ-10C Simple Key Loader during a High Mobility Artillery Rocket System rapid infiltration

at Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, Dec. 3, 2025.
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U.S. Marine Corps Sgt. Nicholas Olson, an operations chief, currently assigned to 3rd Battalion,
12th Marine Littoral Regiment, 3rd Marine Division, uses a radio during a High Mobility Artillery
Rocket System rapid infiltration at Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, Dec. 3, 2025.
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U.S. Marines assigned to Aerial Refueler Transport Squadron (VMGR) 152, Marine Aircraft
Group 12, 1st Marine Aircraft Wing guide a U.S. Marine Corps M142 High Mobility Artillery
Rocket System truck, onto a U.S. Marine Corps KC-130J Hercules aircraft after completing a
HIMARS rapid infiltration at Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, Dec. 3, 2025.
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A staged U.S. Marine Corps M142 High Mobility Artillery Rocket System truck currently assigned
to 3rd Battalion, 12th Marine Littoral Regiment, 3rd Marine Division, sits on the flightline during
a HIMARS rapid infiltration at Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, Dec. 3, 2025.
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High Mobility Artillery
ocket System rapid

infiltration (HIRAIN) was
conducted at Marine Corps Air
Station Iwakuni, Japan, Dec. 3,
2025, to help maintain mission
readiness by simulating a mock
scenario of identifying a target,
seizing key terrain, inserting
HIMARS, destroying the target,
and returning to a secure location.

The Marines from Charlie
Company, 1st Battalion, 11th
Regiment, 1st Marine Division, are
currently part of a unit deployment |
program (UDP) with 3rd Battalion,
12th Marine Littoral Regiment, 3rd
Marine Division. The UDP allows
Marines from the continental U.S.
to deploy to the Indo-Pacific.
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U.S. Marine Corps 2nd Lt. Gabriela On, a fire direction officer, currently assigned to 3rd Battalion, 12th Marine Littoral
Photos by Cp[. Sarah Grawcock Regiment, 3rd Marine Division, operates a communication system in a Joint Light Tactical Vehicle during a High Mobility
Artillery Rocket System rapid infiltration at Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, Dec. 3, 2025.

HIRAIN Exercise at MCAS Iwakuni
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U.S. Marines currently assigned to 3rd Battalion, 12th Marine Littoral Regiment, 3rd Marine
Division, run from a Joint Light Tactical Vehicle during a High Mobility Artillery Rocket
System rapid infiltration at Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni, Japan, Dec. 3, 2025.

202512830, KiBEEBEEMZEEMICE W TRBEhcB#EIN S Ma> 27 L (HIMARS)
ek R ERIFIR (HIRAIN) 527 . M142 HIMARSEE & KC-130J/ \—F 2.1 — REfEENGHE
IEHEIBEMZEE F12BERITAR F152i8 R Z=hRhEXHPB (VMGR-152) DB E.
U.S. Marines assigned to Aerial Refueler Transport Squadron (VMGR) 152, Marine Aircraft
Group 12, 1st Marine Aircraft Wing guide a U.S. Marine Corps M142 High Mobility Artillery
Rocket System truck, onto a U.S. Marine Corps KC-130J Hercules aircraft after completing a
HIMARS rapid infiltration at Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, Dec. 3, 2025.
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U.S. Marine Corps Cpl. Gabriel Quinones, a section chief, currently assigned to 3rd Battalion,
12th Marine Littoral Regiment, 3rd Marine Division, stands in the turret of a M142 High
Mobility Artillery Rocket System during a HIMARS rapid infiltration at Marine Corps Air
Station Iwakuni, Japan, Dec. 3, 2025.
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Torii Teller was the weekly newsletter published at MCAS Iwakuni from the 1950’s to 2005.

An Odyssey

(See Covers)

David Larson has absolutely nolhing
o do with MCAS  Iwaluni. Mothimg.

Which makes him uniquoe.

Because David, an exchanpe student
{rom Ewverett, Wash., lives under the
shadow of the Alr Station daily and yet
manages to blend into  the populace.

That's only the first of many
surprising things to learn aboul the
yOUT AT

He's finished his vear of school now
thowugh, and he's just killing time until
e flics home July 10. His tast official
act as a student occurred  Thursday
afternoon when  he addressed Lhe
senior class of Takamizu High Schood,

His speech lasted 10 minutes and
covered Dave's experiences from the
beginning.

The beginning actually went farther
back than Dave covers in his speech.

An Everett native, the 18 yearold
attended  Cascacde  High School in
Ewerett and was enjoving his high
school wears like anyone else but
became possessed by a  sense of pur-
pose about & year ago. He decided
that he was willing to interrupt the
high school frolic long enough to
undertake some real education: travel.

He applied for the exchange pro-
gram and was selected as a semi
fimalist in the American Field Service

program
"I almast wourd up  going to
Switzerfamnd,” be said.  The AFS

opportunity didn't tum out, but Dave
found himself with amother chance —
the sister city program.

Everett and Iwakuni are “sister
clties™ and each year swap secondary
school students in a  program  of
mutual bepefit am! undersianding,

Dave was among cight finalists
selecled for the program. He was
finally chosen after an  exhibition of
public speaking. Then, he was on his
Way.

"I knew a few things about Japan
before 1 came over,” he said. "But
just a few and that's all.”

One thing he didn't know about
were the visa laws. "1 was at the
airport in Honolulu and discovered
that | needed a visa in additdon to
my passport to enter Japan. [ had
omly 20 minutes left 1o catch my
plane, 5o 1 hustled up & tounst visa
real quick. [ got another one when |
gt here”

Once on the plans from  Homslulu,
he “was afraid that we might [ly right
over I, (Japan) it seemed so small”™

The air liner found its way fo
Tokyo anyway and Dave began his
year in Japan

“Hight at first I had trouble  with
the language,” b explained, "and with
the food. But things worked themselves
out OK.®

He lived in a dormitory for six
months and pretty much played things
straight for a while, studying physics,
chemistry, English {reading and
gramrmar). biclogy amd music in
addition to & physical education course
and independent study in Japancse
He enjoyed considerable freedom in
comparison o most students bt atill
wis expected W maintain the stamiards
set by the school.

Things went smoothly as Dave

picked up more and more language
and gradually worked himseli in. He
soon began (o converse freely and
form friendships.

But there's more difference between
a Japanese apd American high school
than language

and being with
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BORROWING LUMNCH | . .

Seormas

DAVE IM ENGLISH READING CLASS

The ocademic opproach wos ol businass

strangers. Some of the differenoccs
Dave found hard to acoept

"Ome thing is, the school has com
plete controd over A - student even
during non-school hours,” he explained.
“A student can’t deive a car, smoke,
drink or anything else the achool
careda to dictate” ANl of which i3
quite a contrast from the freewhealing
American approach to edwcation.

Andgther thing was girls. A normal
18-year-old, Dave craves female
companionship.  But, "in  schoal, you
really aren’t supposed to talk to the
girls”

He found the acadermic approach
all business, though. The classmsms
aren’t the most modern, but  the
opurses, the only 'i:11|,:l:|-r!:|n: thing, are
challenging and tough.

.. . ADDRESSIMG STUDEMTS . . .

ol the dillerences were hoed

"1f you get a type who really likes
o study,” Dave declared, “the subjects
are very challenging It has to be that
WRY the competition is s keen 1o
get into college™

Things began to loosen up this
spring when Dave moved into the
horme of a family that presently has
a girl enrolled in  school in Everett
The family operates a hotel in RTO
and Dave has a comfortable foam
equipped with a futon and study
supplies

He has become a familiar sight on
the Air Statbon reading magazines at
the library, relaxing at poolside or

o HITTING SORTBALL

e occenl

just  discussing  politics with  Marine
friends.

February he struck a bonanca.
He took a month off from his studies
and pot & look at the Far East on a
French ship steaming through Singa-
pore, Hong Kong, Taipei, Bangkok
and several other ports of interss
He also has made forages to Kyushu,
Kyotn, Dsaka and Tokyo.

As the lopg, ©old winter finally
began to fade Dave found himsell in
a rotine and also found himself with
e PUnming out

He went places with Japanése
friemds; enjoved his Japanese  family
life ("an activity in  itselfT), received
instruction in judo and karate and
even played basketball for the school
e,

Among things he st aside for a
vear were tennis, in which he placed
second in the Washington prep finals
last year, and the violin, which he
had played far 10 years. He also had
to forego church activities and serious
dating

But then, as quickly as a Yyear can
pass [or an impatient young mean, the
experience was over. The girl attend-
ing school in Everctt will mest  Dave
this week and the two will tour Japan
for 10 daws, making stops at Tokyo.
Mikko, Kyoto and several other places
of imterest

“I'he whole idea is, she’s going to
show me old Japan,” he said. "Tt's &
kind of & good way to eml the stay.”

But his thoughts seemed o dwell
more on  the evenis of July 10 than
anything preceding it

"From Tokyo to Seattle,” e said
half-dreamily. “It's just eght hours™
A note of excitement began (o creep
inte his voice. "Eight hours.”

TEARS AT THE END
s all cver, now
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eadership from MCAS Iwakuni and Fleet Air

Wing 31 met with the mayor of Iwakuni city for
their annual joint leadership walk through the city in
order to strengthen the relationship between the on
and off-base communities, Dec. 12, 2025.

The leaders visited multiple restaurants and stores,
speaking with the business owners and learning more
about the businesses.

Photos by Lance Cpl. Tyler Bassett

2025128128, EEHATREEN R0 REHFE) NN O—) VI RICHRERICRICEE TS
KiBEEBEEMEZEMBT DT XA -ORT Ak,

U.S. Marine Corps Col. Kenneth Rossman, the Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni commanding
officer, speaks to reporters during a joint leadership walk at Iwakuni, Japan, Dec. 12, 2025.
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20255128128, GEHATREE N [R0 - REHKF/ Nt O— )V RIS RISELNMNTS
BHREEETR (H).

Mr. Fukuda Yoshihiko, right, the Iwakuni city mayor, speaks to the community during a joint
leadership walk at Iwakuni, Japan, Dec. 12, 2025.

2025%12812H. EEHATEEEN TR0 REEF/ Nt O—)b IR EEBEEZ Bt
EMON &S EREMBI SO R R OV Ak (RRE) LEHREEETR (FREA),

U.S. Marine Corps Col. Kenneth Rossman, center left, the Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni
commanding officer, and Mr. Fukuda Yoshihiko, center right, the Iwakuni city mayor, walk outside
the MCAS Iwakuni main gate during a joint leadership walk at Iwakuni, Japan, Dec. 12, 2025.

20255128120, EEHANTEREEN IR0 - REHEFE/ Nt O —) b RISHTEEZ SRR 518
HREEETR () ERBEBEERZEEMEI SO XX - AR VAL (B).

Mr. Fukuda Yoshihiko, left, the lwakuni city mayor, and U.S. Marine Corps Col. Kenneth
Rossman, right, the Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni commanding officer, visit a local
business during a joint leadership walk in lwakuni, Japan, Dec. 12, 2025.
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Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni held its

annual Christmas Tree Lighting Ceremony

on Dec. 6, 2025, with both Japanese and American

guests gathered together. The event showcased MCAS

Iwakuni's strong connection with the local community

and highlights the U.S.-Japan alliance through shared

holiday celebrations featuring music performances, food

booths, local vendors, and a visit from Santa Claus.
Photos by Cpl. Sarah Grawcock

202551286, KB EBEEMZEEMIC BV TRBEENIYRIZA YY) — ST THIEICE
SRIGETS,

Iwakuni community members ride a train during the Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni
Christmas Tree Lighting Ceremony at MCAS Iwakuni, Japan, Dec. 6, 2025.

2026 Spring

2025 Christmas Tree
., Lighting Ceremony

2025512861, KB EBEEMZEERICH LV TRESNIVAIRAY) — TN TRIBEDR
SFHHRIIVARRAY)—hRiTEN T,

Guests observe the Christmas tree lighting during the MCAS Iwakuni Christmas Tree Lighting
Ceremony event held at Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni, Japan, Dec. 6, 2025.

i F 8
202551286, KiBEBEEMZEEMIC BV TRESNIYRAIZAYV) - TFELLE
BB TV FITRUIET E LR yF v TV IER (B).
Adam McCambridge, right, the multimedia marketing coordinator for Marine Corps Community
Services Iwakuni, dressed as the Grinch, speaks with a child during the Marine Corps Air Station
Iwakuni Christmas Tree Lighting Ceremony at MCAS Iwakuni, Japan, Dec. 6, 2025.

2025%F12H6H. KiBEBEEMZEEMICH VTABEESNIVAIRAY) — TN TREREY
%Y/ CARY—IL AR —R— VEBEDOFEES,

Children with the Matthew C. Perry Primary Choir sing during the Marine Corps Air Station
Iwakuni Christmas Tree Lighting Ceremony at MCAS Iwakuni, Japan, Dec. 6, 2025.
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Participants begin the run portion of the 2025 Iwakuni Friendship Relay Marathon at the Atago Sports Complex in Iwakuni,
Japan, Dec. 7, 2025.

- e | i \ 4 2 T o
2025512878 EEHOBERR—Y AV T Ly IRICE W TRIEESNI2025FAKRBEIL —I YUK
Y7 HRICBIT 2R BERERMEERDOSNETS,
Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni leadership participate in the Zumba warm-up exercise during the 2025 Iwakuni Friendship
Relay Marathon at the Atago Sports Complex in Iwakuni, Japan, Dec. 7, 2025.

KTV IESNT—

AT EKBEMEEMEEMSE ERRBK H3MEEOSMETS,
Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni leadership and Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force Fleet Air Wing 31 leadership walk a lap
around a track during the 2025 Iwakuni Friendship Relay Marathon at the Atago Sports Complex in Iwakuni, Japan, Dec. 7, 2025.
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A participant of the 2025 Iwakuni Friendship Relay
Marathon runs on the track for a relay race at the Atago
Sports Complex in lwakuni, Japan, Dec. 7, 2025.

lwakuni Friendship Relay Marathon 2025

he Iwakuni Friendship Relay

Marathon was held at the
Atago Sports Complex in Iwakuni,
Japan, on Dec. 7, 2025. A total
of 152 teams with around 1,500
participants, including Japanese
and American residents from both
Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni
and the local community, took part
in the event.

The marathon helped build
camaraderie through friendly
competition. Awards were
presented to the top three teams
in different categories, including
elementary school, international,
and best costume.

Photos by Cpl. Dahkareo Pritchett

2025F1287HICBEENI2025F BRHREIL -V K
RTCIARF1—LEEGEPEEEOMEESE. EvFv v
V- TSTVTRE.

U.S. Marine Corps Sgt. Pitchayanin Puratep, an air traffic
controller with Headquarters and Headquarters Squadron,
Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, runs for a relay race
during the 2025 Iwakuni Friendship Relay Marathon at the
Atago Sports Complex in Iwakuni, Japan, Dec. 7, 2025.

2025512878, EEHOBERR—Y AV TLyIRICEWTRIES Nz
2025EAKBBEIL —I SV YRR TUL— SV VRICAVINTIA—LT
vI§EBMERS.,

The announcers for the 2025 Iwakuni Friendship Relay Marathon
perform a Zumba warm-up class at the Atago Sports complex in lwakuni,
Japan, Dec. 7, 2025.

2026 Spring

START{ G ] NSk

202551270 EEHOBERAR—YAV T Ly RITE W TREEN2025FAKREIL —I SV VAR TESEED&HIC

R—RELZBMETS,
Participants pose for a group photo during the 2025 Iwakuni Friendship Relay Marathon at the Atago Sports Complex in

Iwakuni, Japan, Dec. 7, 2025.

202551278 EEHOBERR—YAV T Ly IRICE W TREETN2025FAXKBEIL —ISY VAR CIARF1—LEET

FSvoREDSMETS,
Participants run around the track for a relay race during the 2025 Iwakuni Friendship Relay Marathon at the Atago Sports

Complex in lwakuni, Japan, Dec. 7, 2025.
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U.S. Marine Corps Sgt. Jaheim Anderson, a support equipment electrician with Marine Aviation Logistics Squadron (MALS) 12,
Marine Aircraft Group 12, 1st Marine Aircraft Wing, runs for a relay race during the 2025 Iwakuni Friendship Relay Marathon at
the Atago Sports Complex in lwakuni, Japan, Dec. 7, 2025.
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Honolrlng the Legacy
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Story by Cpl Sarah Grawcock
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he constant echoes of hammers and saws

fade after a long sixteen hours of sweat
and tears, dusk begins to fall. The scent of
fresh wood and paint lingers in the air. Marines
stand in silence with a sense of pride, looking
at a legacy that will carry on for generations of
United States Marine Corps military working
dog handlers. Eight wooden crosses tell a
powerful story that only a few will understand.

At Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, a
memorial stands strong outside of the military
working dog kennels, serving as a reminder to
those Marines of their purpose and mission;
to remember the eight military working dog
handlers who paid the ultimate sacrifice in Iraq
and Afghanistan. U.S. Marine Corps Sgt. Jesse
Pena, a military working dog handler with MCAS
Iwakuni, carried forth a tradition he learned as
a junior Marine at his first duty station, Marine
Corps Base Camp Pendleton, California.

"The whole purpose of your job was to make
sure that those men up at the crosses were
remembered. So as a Lance Corporal in Camp
Pendleton, I was taken up to the crosses and
I was told, 'this is the legacy that we always
remember.".' said Pena. "This is the reason why
we do our job, and we learn from our mistakes
that we committed in the past, and we make
sure that these men are never forgotten."

In 2017, a memorial of eight crosses bearing
the names, Sgt. Adam Cann, Staff Sgt.
Christopher Wrinkle, Cpl. Max Donahue, Cpl.
Dustin Lee, Staff Sgt. Christopher Diaz, Cpl.
Keaton Coffey, Sgt. Joshua Ashley and Cpl.
David Sonka, was created for the friends and
families of the fallen dog handlers who lost
their lives in Iraq and Afghanistan. The K-9
section in Camp Pendleton, hosts an annual
memorial ceremony with an organization
called The Dawgs' Project, bringing the friends,
families and the K-9 community together again
to keep their names alive.

"They were out there serving the country
with their military working dogs. Some of these
men were attached to either reconnaissance
units, or Marine Force Special Operations
Commands out there in the front. One of our
biggest, I guess, quotes or sayings is 'canine
leads the way' because our dogs are the ones
that lead." said Pena.

Around the world service members continue
to honor the legacy of those who came before
them. After arriving at MCAS lwakuni in
October of 2024, Pena realized a lot of junior
handlers didn't understand the names or
history behind what they do and why they do
it, so he made it his personal mission to create
a memorial of their own.
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"I started off with a memorial wall dedicated
to those men, and then I started putting
crosses and the initials of these men on our
unit logo," said Pena. "I found it to be very
important that we build these crosses here,
being that we only have those crosses built in
one location across the whole Marine Corps.
So, I went ahead and started the project here."

Before 11 military working dog handlers
felt the warmth of the sun, they gathered
together at 0600, all with the same goal and
determination. The Marines sacrificed a total
of 16 hours cutting wood, nailing it together,
painting it and digging holes, all while
receiving help from their spouses who searched
for and laminated photos of the fallen service
members and stenciled each name to the eight
crosses. At 2300, the crosses were put up,
illuminating the darkness. Sgt. Pena's personal
mission was finally complete.

"I gave a speech to my guys, and we all kind
of went around and said, our part, emotions
were very high, some tears were shed for those
men. Prayer was said, and now we use it as
a memorial site and a site to make sure that
generations from here on out will remember
these men and learn about these men. They're
not just names on Google; their names are
in our facility. Every time these guys go in
and out of the kennels, they remember the
sacrifices that were made for us to be here and
to learn from the past."

2026 &
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Students from Matthew C. Perry High School and students from Karyo High School prepare crepes during the sister-school
agreement at M.C. Perry High School, Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, Dec. 12, 2025.
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Signed sister school
agreement between Karyo
Senior High School and
Matthew C. Perry High
School, presented in
Japanese (top) and English
(bottom).
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FLIPPING CREPES AND BUILDING CONNECTIONS

KARYO HIGH SCHOOL AND M.C. PERRY HIGH SCHOOL SISTER-SCHOOL AGREEMENT SIGNING

Metal clinks against the
counter as batter is poured
onto a hot griddle, a sizzle filling
the classroom. Hands move side by
side mixing, and flipping crepes.
Flour dust blooms in the air,
laughter breaks the concentration,
and students learn without needing
to hear many words. What began
as a simple cooking class becomes
something more, a moment of
connection built through patience,
teamwork, and learning together.

On December 12, 2025, Matthew
C. Perry High School and Karyo
High School formalized their
longstanding relationship by
signing a sister school agreement to
strengthen cultural and educational
ties between Japanese and American
students in the local community
of Iwakuni, Japan. Beyond this
classroom, the partnership helps
build trust and understanding
between local Japanese residents
and the U.S. military community
through everyday interaction
reinforcing the U.S. and Japan
alliance at a personal level.

“When students solve problems,
and create things together in the
classroom, those experiences shape
how they talk to, help, and understand
one another outside of school,”
said Kevin Anglim, the principal of
Matthew C. Perry High School.
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Students from Matthew C. Perry High School and students from Karyo
High School prepare crepes during the sister-school agreement at M.C.
Perry High School, Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, Dec. 12, 2025.
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Story and photos by Lance Cpl. Isaac De Leon

For years, Karyo High School in
Kudamatsu, Japan has maintained
a long standing informal
partnership with Matthew C.
Perry High School through cultural
exchanges, student visits, and
continued communication, leading
to the schools’ two principals
signing a formal sister school
agreement. The impact of this
agreement extends beyond the
base by giving students exposure
to international perspectives and
cross cultural learning.

The partnership originally began
during the Covid-19 pandemic in 2020,
when all interactions were virtual.
During this time there was no formal
agreement; however, both schools
connected through online meetings.
Despite the limitations, educators and
students continued engaging to keep
the partnership active.

“Starting online was challenging,
but it allowed the relationship to
grow until we could finally meet in
person.” said Kevin Anglim.

Since then, students from
Karyo High School have visited
Matthew C. Perry High School to
work alongside American students
during classroom activities.
Students moved through science,
art, and culinary classes together,
where the teachers noticed that
students become more comfortable

communicating and working
together despite their language.
Barrier these changes became

more noticeable during hands-on
activities, where students shared
the responsibility to complete tasks.

Together as students mixed
batter and flipped crepes, they
experienced how shared tasks
can bring people closer, despite
differences turning classrooms into
a space for connection. Moments
like this leave a lasting impression,
shaping how students view one
another long after the class ends.

“Making crepes together was fun
because even if we spoke different
languages, we could still work
together and help each other.” said
a student from Karyo High School.
"Everything I saw was new and the
teaching style was something I had
never experienced before, so it was
a good stimulus."

Moving forward, teachers and
students from both schools alike
see this partnership as something
that will continue to grow over
time. What began as online
conversations has blossomed into
shared classrooms, friendships,
and connections, leaving many
excited for future visits and new
opportunities to learn together.
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Students from Matthew C. Perry High School and students from Karyo High School participate in a chemistry experiment
during the sister-school agreement at M.C. Perry High School, Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, Dec. 12, 2025.
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