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(Cover) U.S. Marine Corps Gunnery Sgt. Kevin Pelaez, senior enlisted

advisor of Combat Logistics Company 36, Combat Logistics Regiment 35,
3rd Marine Logistics Group, counts rifles before resuming a hike during
exercise Northern Dragon 26 at Japan Ground Self-Defense Force Camp
Nihonbara, Okayama, Japan, March 16, 2026.

(Back) U.S. Marines and Sailors with CLC-36, CLR-35, 3rd MLG, Marine
Aviation Logistics Squadron (MALS) 12, Marine Aircraft Group 12, 1st
Marine Aircraft Wing, and Headquarters and Headquarters Squadron

(HHS), Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, hike to the range during exercise

Northern Dragon 26 at Japan Ground Self-Defense Force Camp Nihonbara,

Okayama, Japan, March 15, 2026.
Photos by Cpl. Colin Thibault
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“Kintai” is the quarterly magazine issued
by Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni,

for the local Japanese in Iwakuni City,

to highlight MCAS Iwakuni's roles

and obligations under the Treaty of
Mutual Cooperation and Security. This
publication is authorized by the United
States Marine Corps, however, it may
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U.S. Marine Corps Pfc. Angel Rivas-Catalan, a engineer equipment operator with Marine Wing Support Squadron 171, Marine
Aircraft Group 12, 1st Marine Aircraft Wing, digs up dirt during a field training exercise at Haramura Training Area, Hiroshima,
Japan, March 6, 2026. Photo by Lance Cpl. Kenneth Garcia

=

2026 Summer 2

U (/Y R



B e AR JEHC % ICBWVWT.3H3~9H
FTOM. 5 1 fiized 55120 fizeft 55171

fhESeflize Eﬂil?'ZTEEPK%‘(MWSSNl)Pﬁ}:O)@ LR B VE
Shallishize S L7z,
B B 72 B I BEHTZ2 R TILFIRO—BRE U TR MR
TT%@%K%m RiE, TICHSE fizeth ESR it a 82T
BB ESCRATE N DI IGRE) ) 2 8Tz, K72, FIFRT
i\%%ﬁ%{’lf\,mﬁ NS T N

=TV TVERBRME

TR R T T IR

354EL AE%OEﬁ’E’E*ﬁ‘(%E@*htﬁ %/v EE}ET& #1 ,’éﬁﬂﬁ’“
BERITAR $1718EMEMEZERRFIROB IR, /TIL- EVYXI/VER.

U.S. Marine Corps Cpl. Noel Villanueva, a combat engineer with Marine Wing Support
Squadron 171, Marine Aircraft Group 12, 1st Marine Aircraft Wing, uses a measuring tape
during a field training exercise at Haramura Training Area, Hiroshima, Japan, March 4, 2026.
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U.S. Marine Corps Lance Cpl. Logan Jaso, a heavy equipment operator with Marine Wing
Support Squadron 171, Marine Aircraft Group 12, 1st Marine Aircraft Wing, welds two medal

sheets together during a field training exercise at Haramura Training Area, Hiroshima, Japan,
March 6, 2026.
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.S. Marines with Marine Wing Support Squadron
171, Marine Aircraft Group 12, 1st Marine Aircraft
Wing, conducted a field training exercise at Haramura
Training Area, Hiroshima, Japan, March 3 - 9, 2026.
During the exercise, Marines established expeditionary
airfield landing zones, performed engineering
reconnaissance, and conducted aviation ground support
operations as part of forward aviation combat engineering
training to support combat ground support missions.
Training activities included heavy equipment operation,
radio communications, and various engineering tasks.
Photos by ‘- Lance Cpl. Kenneth Garcia
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U.S. Marines from Marine Wing Support Squadron 171, Marine Aircraft Group 12, 1st Marine
Aircraft Wing, conduct maintenance on a generator during a field training exercise at
Haramura Training Area, Hiroshima, Japan, March 3, 2026.
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U.S. Marines with Marine Wing Support Squadron 171, Marine Aircraft Group 12, 1st Marine
Aircraft Wing, dismantle a bunker during a field training exercise at Haramura Training Area,
Hiroshima, Japan, March 7, 2026.
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U.S. Marines with Marine Wing Support Squadron 171, Marine Aircraft Group 12, 1st Marine Aircraft wing, walk in a formation
at Haramura Training Area, Hiroshima, Japan, March 5, 2026.
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U.S. Marine Corps Cpl. Kyle Bedrosian, a combat engineer
with Marine Wing Support Squadron 171, Marine Aircraft
Group 12, 1st Marine Aircraft Wing, operates a radio at
Haramura Training Area, Hiroshima, Japan, March 3, 2026.
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U.S. Marines with Marine Wing Support Squadron 171, Marine Aircraft Group 12, 1st Marine

Aircraft Wing, gather for a briefing during a field training exercise at Haramura Training Area,

Hiroshima, Japan, March 5, 2026.
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U.S. Marine Corps Lance Cpl. Caled Berkemeier, an expeditionary airfield systems technician with Marine Wing Support
Squadron 171, Marine Aircraft Group 12, 1st Marine Aircraft Wing, Wing uses a TSC7 controller during a field training exercise
at Haramura Training Area, Hiroshima, Japan, March 7, 2026.
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U.S. Marine Corps Staff Sgt. Jose Estrada an engineer equipment operator with Marine Wing
Support Squadron 171, Marine Aircraft Wing 12, 1st Marine Aircraft Wing, operates an excavator
during a field training exercise at Haramura Training Area, Hiroshima, Japan, March 8, 2026.
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}K?ﬁﬁ\@?% [z Eic 3 A8 H. K he U.S. Navy’s high-speed

Y FE 0D A~ 77 L (T-HST 1 transport vessel Guam (T-HST
AU Tz B X UBED NE 1) arrived at Marine Corps Air Station
O HAB D THN, FEIE N Iwakuni, Japan, March 8, 2026. U.S.
LOIERZRE AT % OHICHIEE LT, Th Marines and Sailors loaded personnel
. KL [F]F/I#RT Korea Marine Exercise and equipment onto the vessel, which
Program 26.1 (KMEP 26.1) |%2574%9 %7z  departed on March 9 after completing

DI E NI RIS H TH 5o the operation. These activities were
’ y » AR R R i — 2 conducted in support of Korea Marine
3E8H. KB R EEMEENIH T K BEDHEREES 71 (THST 1) h5O—7 3| 8T, FRADFK—-/— 7L BE TR T2 AR Exercise Program 26.1 (KMEP 26.1).

2ERE (F) LEIEMADT LIV AZZ3FEE, LW FhbEEEH B SR ST (HHS) FiE.

U.S. Navy Boatswain's Mate 2nd class Bo Naugle, right, and Electrician's Mate 3rd Class Terrell Smith, both with Headquarters b . 5
and Headquarters Squadron (HHS), Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, pull rope from the U.S. Naval Ship Guam (T-HST 1) at Photos by : Lance CpI. Siwan Lewis

Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, March 8, 2026.

3A9A, KB EEMERMIC ABL K BEOBRSRES 7 (T-HST 1) [cRIET 3. B1BEMEE 5125 ERTABAHIE

DRBEBETS,
U.S. Marines with Marine Aircraft Group 12, 1st Marine Aircraft Wing, board U.S. Naval Ship Guam (T-HST 1) at Marine Corps Air
Station Iwakuni, Japan, March 9, 2026.

3H8H. KiBEBERMEEMICAE T ERKEEDRRAEMRS 7L (T-HST 1) ZHE T 518, O— T2 FENR LI REMES,
Civil service mariners shoot rope to secure the U.S. Naval Ship Guam (T-HST 1) at Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan,
March 8, 2026.
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U.S. Marine Corps Sgt. Justin Emi, front, an intelligence surveillance reconnaissance systems engineer, and Cpl. Dwight
Humphrey, a geospatial intelligence specialist, both with Marine Aircraft Group 12, 1st Marine Aircraft Wing, tie down
equipment onboard the U.S. Naval Ship Guam (T-HST 1) at Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, March 9, 2026.
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U.S. Marines with Marine Aircraft Group 12, 1st Marine (T-HST 1), U.S. Marine Corps Staff Sgt. Miguel Martinez, the mobility chief with Marine Aircraft Group 12, 1st Marine Aircraft Wing, directs
Aircraft Wing, board U.S. Naval Ship Guam (T-HST 1) at Civil service mariners prepare to port the U.S. Naval Ship Guam a U.S. Marine Corps tractor, rubber tired, articulated steering, multipurpose (TRAM) vehicle to load luggage onto the U.S. Naval

Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, March 9, 2026. (T-HST 1) at Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, March 8, 2026. Ship Guam (T-HST 1) at Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, March 9, 2026.
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U.S. service members and members of Japan Self-Defense Force attend a planning
conference on Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni, Yamaguchi, Japan, March 12, 2026.
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Lt. Col. Keisuke Tanaka, a planning specialist with Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force speaks
to U.S. service members during a tour on Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Yamaguchi,
Japan, March 12, 2026.
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Lt. Col. Keisuke Tanaka, a planning specialist with Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force speaks
to U.S. service members during a tour on Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni, Yamaguchi,
Japan, March 12, 2026.

3H128 KBRS EMZEEM TF-35BDOMITREDERS EERETS. I—HL v Dy FT— AR, Uy F7—FREHE B1BEMZEE
BI120BERITAR 32428 RHBIRERBFRRDF-35B51 =71l /\rAv k.
U.S. Marine Corps Capt. Margaret Woodward, an F-35B Lightning Il pilot with Marine Fighter Attack Squadron (VMFA) 242, Marine Aircraft

Group 12, 1st Marine Aircraft Wing, demonstrates how to don the F-35B flight equipment on Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Yamaguchi,
Japan, March 13, 2026.
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BREBEEMZEERICESWTF-35B5 1 =27 |
DEICRRBEZITIREALBFHHE.
U.S. service members and members of Japan Self-Defense
Force pose for a photo in front of an F-35B Lightning II,
on Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni, Yamaguchi, Japan,
March 13, 2026.

38130,

U.S. Marines, JSDF Strengthen Alliance at Iwakuni

.S. Marines from Marine Fighter Attack

Squadron (VMFA) 242 hosted a two-day planning
conference with members of the Japan Maritime Self-
Defense Force (JMSDF) and Japan Air Self-Defense
Force (JASDF) at MCAS Iwakuni.

The event was designed to reinforce the long-standing
alliance between the U.S. and Japan by planning future
bilateral exercises. The conference included discussions
on tactics and procedures to enhance integrated
deterrence. A key part of the visit was a close-up tour of
the F-35B Lightning II aircraft for the Japanese forces,
which included demonstrations of ordinance loading and
a review of the pilots' flight gear.

The exchange of knowledge helps build the mutual
trust essential for effective joint operations and a shared
commitment to defending a free and open Indo-Pacific.

Photos by - Cpl. Cecilia Campbell

3A13H. KEEBERMZEEMTE IEEMEM 128 ERITARK $£242/8 THBIBE B D
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Members of Japan Self-Defense Force attend a tour of Marine Fighter Attack Squadron
(VMFA) 242, Marine Aircraft Group 12, 1st Marine Aircraft Wing, on Marine Corps Air Station
Iwakuni, Yamaguchi, Japan, March 13, 2026.
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Maj. Kai Soma, a maintenance specialist with Japan Air Self-Defense Force, attends a tour of
Marine Fighter Attack Squadron (VMFA) 242, Marine Aircraft Group 12, 1st Marine Aircraft
Wing, on Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Yamaguchi, Japan, March 13, 2026.
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IRTAYRFHEREEDEHY 5T T ZF L=,
Lt. Col. Manabu Tagashira, a logistics planner with Japan Air Self-Defense Force, examines an
F-35 helmet, on Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Yamaguchi, Japan, March 13, 2026.
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3128 KBEBEEMZEEICS VO CRESNHERZEREICHE IS KEALBEKE,
U.S. service members and members of Japan Self-Defense Force attend a planning conference on Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni,
Yamaguchi, Japan, March 12, 2026.

eIy YV R



Bl AF1—
REEHIR

“ FTEEHEL A 2—2026 DI 7 2 321) KR
O/ | A E iz, RO LRI 3 2 E A £
T 78, Mt D B RS R NEHHR 2 B R U Tz, TFa L A
2—20261F. N T BB LUK EREREEIC BT B HK
MR L2 H i E Ul AR 75 Iﬂgll%ﬁﬁ“&%%

IRHLRAE SN T2 DIE FHEH K SRS o E g
FBLURE FEREBE13KFH, 2OERZIZ., ﬂﬁhic@“‘ii(ﬂs
AESI DRI Tz KEHE HARDELL b - Bk E D
S A R E ST BEDTH S,

2A10H. EEHICEWTITON cREX CRABICRG . KEENERMEENE EEHLE
DRERETS, BE: FFIF-2H—FR

Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni representatives pose for a photo with Iwakuni Fire
Department representatives during an awards presentation in lwakuni city, Japan, February
10, 2026. Photo by Lance Cpl. Donald Dugger
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Taz Tomota, the installation exercise planner for Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, reads a
certificate of appreciation to Representatives of the Iwakuni Fire Department in lwakuni City,
Japan, February 10, 2026. Photo by Lance Cpl. Donald Dugger
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Nankal Rescue
Award 2026

ollowing the completion of exercise Nankai

Rescue 2026, Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni
presented certificates of appreciation to local partners
in recognition of their support. Nankai Rescue 2026 is
a large-scale bilateral exercise that aims to strengthen
U.S.-Japan coordination in humanitarian assistance
and disaster relief operations. Recipients included
the Iwakuni City Fire Department, the Iwakuni City
Police Department, and members of the Japan Ground
Self-Defense Force’s 13th Brigade at Camp Kaitaichi
in Hiroshima. These acknowledgments highlight the
strong cooperation between U.S. forces and Japanese
emergency and defense organizations in enhancing
regional disaster response capabilities.

2108 EEHIEEVWTIThN e REN TRJBTICERE, KiBERSEMZ & BEHKEIBKER
DIV RTA M ARIE EEEREDIY A+ 101 FERmRER. TH. FHIVF-25—FER
U.S. Marine Corps Capt. John Staton, the deputy provost marshal, with Headquarters and
Headquarters Squadron (HHS), Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni,, and Shuichi Yoshiyuki,

the chief of security section, Iwakuni Police Station, pose for a photo in Iwakuni City, Japan,
February 10, 2026.. Photo by Lance Cpl. Donald Dugger

28108, EEHIEEWTIThNcREN CRRABTICRG  KABENE Bz R IRt ER
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Taz Tomota, the installation exercise planner for Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, and
Shuichi Yoshiyuki, the chief of security section, Iwakuni Police Station, pose for a photo in
Iwakuni City, Japan, February 10, 2026. Photo by Lance Cpl. Donald Dugger
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U.S. Marine Corps Maj. Matthew Forshee, left, the future operations officer with Headquarters
and Headquarters Squadron (HHS), Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, gives a Japan Ground
Self-Defense Force member with the 13th Brigade, Middle Army, a certificate of appreciation
at Camp Kaitaichi, Hiroshima, Japan, Feb. 20, 2026. Photo by Cpl. Ella Cadby

28208, LB RBHEME IS T B EBRBPERS RS 1 3REIROBM R KT /AL
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BEE IS -FrFE—GR
Taz Tomota, the installation exercise planner for Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, holds a
coin given to him by Japan Ground Self-Defense Force Maj. Gen. Yoshitomo Hashizume, the
commanding general of the 13th Brigade, Middle Army, at Camp Kaitaichi, Hiroshima, Japan,
Feb. 20, 2026. Photo by Cpl. Ella Cadby
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Japan Ground Self-Defense members with the 13th Brigade, Middle Army, Taz Tomota,
center-right, the installation exercise planner for Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni, and Tetsuya
Hanafusa, right, a liaison officer with Installation Protection, Station Operations, MCAS Iwakuni,
pose for a photo at Camp Kaitaichi, Hiroshima, Japan, Feb. 20, 2026. Photo by Cpl. Ella Cadby

2A208. LB REAHEAEMICES VT, B EBREBKPIAEBKE13REDR 2y 7 ICESIREF
B KBEEBERMZTEN OISR SRE BRIESIELNEDT Y1 —- T4 ——WME(B),
EE: IS -F+FE—HR

U.S. Marine Corps Maj. Matthew Forshee, left, the future operations officer with
Headquarters and Headquarters Squadron (HHS), Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni, gives a
staff member with Japan ground Self-Defense Force, 13th Brigade, Middle Army, a certificate
of appreciation at Camp Kaitaichi, Hiroshima, Japan, Feb. 20, 2026. Photo by Cpl. Ella Cadby

28208, LB RBHTREMICE W TEEREFICT 2, B ERFBREAERE 13REDRZY 7,
EE IS -F+FE—HR

Staff of Japan Ground Self-Defense Force 13th Brigade, Middle Army, hold certificates of
appreciation at Camp Kaitaichi, Hiroshima, Japan, Feb. 20, 2026. Photo by Cpl. Ella Cadby
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THROWBACK TO TORIl TELLER

Mar. 29, 1974 Vol. 19, No. 25

Torii Teller was the weekly newsletter published at MCAS Iwakuni from the 1950’s to 2005.

Wing Dingers Ready, Despite

Story And Fholea Bp: Sgt. L. "E” Crutehfield

The task of training a rifle amnd
pistal team for competition in the
All-Marine Far East Division matches
to be held at Okisawa seems for
midable enough when the team has
all the necessary equipment and
facilities al its disposal, But what
if it dpesn't?

GySgt. Joseph M. DeCosta. coach
of the 1st MAW Rifle and Pisral
Teame and himself a seven-year
compelitor, thinks, “From the lirst
day the team was formed, we've
been slightiy handicapped becawse of
a lack of shooting jackets, gloves,
slings, apd of course, nowhers 0
shoot, With ranges open to the Ipd
Div, teams, they will have a slight
advantage over ux but only & slight
e

“I thimk the mainstay of any team
ta the amount of time they spend
dry [iring (snapping in). This com

sists of holding exefrciass that are
designed Lo streagthen musches used
when actually linng. It B&ID8 & man
to gain coalMence in himsel and
his abality. He Can catch the mistakes
he i3 making in hid hring (echiigibe
beltre he gets o the range. It alsa
helps to develop his concentration.”

CGunny DelCosta bases his Lraining
ayllabus on experiende which ingludes
about five vears as an  instridbor-
competitor with the Marine Corps’
Marksmanship Tmining Unit at
uRnico

It is common knowledge that a
Marine i first a rifleman. Somehow,
from  this, many people get the
impression  that |t takes no
further practice to be skilled with &
rifle, Gunny DeCosta dossnt fesl
that way

"To be goosd with a nfbe requaires
a tremendous amoudnt af mental

GYSGY. FOSEFH DECOSTA SLANS THE BOLT TO THE BEAR A% SGT, DAWID BALEY, AH ADMIN
CLERE 'WITH MA&G- 1S, FRACTICES RAPID FIRE WiTH THE M-8,

concentration combined with a great
deal of physical strength as well
You can’t just grab Apyons off the
street, hand him a rifle or a  pistel.
apd expect him to be good with it~
says Deloata

He added, “With the caliber of
men we have here, I'm sure we'll
give the other teams at the match
some . competition  they’ll never
forget.”

The team trains fim fourhour
sessions on Wednesday and Saturday
afternoons. The training progoif
weill votal 16 howrs in the classroom
and 16 hours of spApping in

During the Wednesday ssasions,
the team does their dry [inng ex-
ercises. Each mam will spend leng
hours in the different pesitions used
in competition, practicing vechnigues
and sight alignment. This, of Course,
ia all dope under the watehful eve of
coach LeCasta.

Saturday’s seasions are devoted o
clasgroom instraction. Here the men
pecelve training on subjedls wich AS
safety, sportsmanship, physical and
mental conditioning. effects of
weather, techniques of fire with a
pistod, care and cleaning of match
weapons and equipment, and many
other classes on subjects essential
for the men to Know

"Without a range, this §8 the best
training we can give to prepare the
men for the match, The rest is up
to them,” says Guany DeCosta

The coursses fired in competition
are somewhal differest tham the
opes familiar to most Marines

The nfle is fired from the 200,
300 and 600 yard lines, AL the 0
vard line, 20 rounds will be fired in
the off -hand position &g 1} rounds
raped fire im the sitling position. AL
the 300, they'|l fire 10 munds mpid
fire in the prons position, and At the
G lire, 0 rounds slow fire i the
prone, using the M-14 service rifle

The pistol course is also different
than the atapdapd qualification
Courss

"Try holding a s=cvice 45 oud
there amd point it at a target 50
yards away one time,” says De{oata,
“and wou'll Appreciate  what thess
Buys have goné throagh in the

Handicaps

snapping-in cxcrcises.”

The Gunny added, "The targets
are diffesent, too Team shooters
are  primarcily cancemed with the
black. The bullseyes are mweasured
in little inner cirches called WV'a apdd
X's. Here's where matches ape won
and records set.” He went on (2
explain, "Shooting a perfect score
is not & big thing these days it's
how MRy shots you €an get iRtG
that little X or ¥ ring.”

A alightly nervous new shooter,
PFC. Robert ], Gardner, is a heavy
equipment operabtor with 1 IEEM ST,
Gardeer foels his training ".owill
help. but to me, not a8 muech a8 a
range to fire on. I'm new ot
this apd I've got a lat o lears, bt
I figure we have as mech of A
chance tp win as anyone”

Cpl. Richard A. Jooes Jr. an
imagery Interpretation  tethnician
with MWHS1, has fired in compeli-
tion once before with the Ind MAW
feam.

He thinks, “The snappingin ex
ercises. are good for  ErRining
anywhere, [ really dom®t think
Davision has any advantage over us
just becauss they've gol A& rAnge
Everyone here has at  least fired
expert with the rifle and ihe atali
and officers with the pistol; and

CF, BONEET DAWIS, AM ADMS CLERC W(TH MWHE.1, GETS & FEW POMMNTEES OM FIRING THE 43
CALIBER FESTOL FROM COMOH DECOSTA
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GUSGT. DECOSTA IMSTRUCTS MEMBERS OF THE RIFLE TEAM ON COORRICT SIGHT FICTURE DURRG
OHE OF THE CRASEROOM, FERIDDE. |

besades, Guony DelCosta has us so
psyched up, 1 know we'll win™

toama loft For Ohisaws and the All-
Mariss Far Esat Division mubches boday.

i
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Connecting the Skies: Air Traffic Controller
Sgt. Austin Tomarchio

Story and photos by : Lance Cpl. Donald Dugger

38318 KiBEBREEMZEEMOMZEERE CEERHICCCS, BEEH RHERE
BHEK (HHS) FRBOMZEEFIE. A —A71> - bRIVEAEE,

U.S. Marine Corps Sgt. Austin Tomarchio, an air traffic controller with Headquarters
and Headquarters Squadron (HHS), Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni, poses for a
photo in the air traffic control tower at MCAS Iwakuni, Japan, March 31, 2026.
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Faces of Iwakuni
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hile aircraft move in and out of the
airfield every day, another mission
is constantly happening behind the scenes.
Before a jet aligns with the runway or a flight
begins its descent, air traffic controllers are
already working to connect pilots, units,
and agencies across the installation to keep
operations safe and controlled.

Sgt. Austin Tomarchio, an air traffic
controller at Marine Corps Air Station
Iwakuni, plays a key role in that system every
day. His job may not be seen by most people on
base, but it directly impacts how aircraft move
through the airspace and whether they safely
reach their destination.

Tomarchio said one of the biggest
misconceptions about his job is that people
assume it is just talking to pilots.

“Words have meaning within this MOS,”
Tomarchio said.

For an air traffic controller, communication
1s structured and standardized, not
conversational. Controllers are required to use
certain words and phrases in a specific way, so
pilots clearly understand instructions without
confusion. Even small changes in the wording
can alter the meaning, which is why every
transmission must be deliberate and precise.

That level of precision becomes critical once
aircraft begin entering the airspace around MCAS
Iwakuni, where multiple aircraft can be operating
at the same time under different conditions.

“The 7110 (is) the publication that we
basically use as the Bible” Tomarchio said.

The 7110, an order posted by the Federal
Aviation Administration, or FAA for short, is the
primary set of rules and procedures air traffic
controllers follow to manage aircraft safely.
According to Tomarchio, many of those rules were
developed or updated after real world incidents,
which is why strict adherence to those procedures
is required during every transmission.

As aircraft begin to stack into the airspace,
that structure and discipline are what allow
controllers to safely manage the flow of traffic.
Tomarchio explained that a normal shift
can quickly change depending on how many
aircraft are operating. Some days may only
involve a few aircraft, while others can involve
dozens moving in and out of the airspace
within a short window.

During those periods, controllers are
constantly communicating, building sequences,
and adjusting plans in real time to make sure
operations continue to run smoothly and safely.

“There is no dead air on the frequency,”
Tomarchio said.
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U.S. Marine Corps Sgt. Austin Tomarchio, an air traffic controller with Headquarters
and Headquarters Squadron (HHS), Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni, observes
radar signatures in the radar room at MCAS Iwakuni, Japan, March 31, 2026.

Controllers often must think several steps
ahead while still managing what is happening
in the moment. Tomarchio explained that he
can be building a plan 15 to 20 minutes out
while also giving instructions to multiple
aircraft at once, adjusting as conditions change.

Despite the pace and complexity, the priority
remains simple.

“As long as everyone got in safely, that is
what we are really worried about,” he said.

That focus on safety directly supports both
the base and the surrounding community.
Every aircraft that lands safely supports
training, operations, and the movement of
personnel and resources that the installation
depends on. MCAS Iwakuni is also a joint use
airfield, meaning commercial flights such All
Nippon Airways, carrying civilian passengers,
rely on the same safe and controlled airspace.

To maintain that level of coordination,
controllers must also work across multiple
agencies and adapt to different operating
environments. Tomarchio’s role requires
constant communication with base operations,
other facilities, and nearby airspaces to ensure
traffic flows smoothly.

That coordination extends to working with
both American and Japanese pilots. Tomarchio
explained that communication sometimes
has to be adjusted depending on who is on
the frequency to make sure instructions are
understood clearly.
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At MCAS Iwakuni, many Japanese pilots
operate in the same airspace, and while
they speak English, it is not always their
first language. To reduce the chance of
misunderstanding, controllers may slow down
their speech, emphasize key words, and avoid
unnecessary phrasing so instructions are clear
and direct.

That clarity directly ties into trust, which
plays a major role in air traffic control. Pilots
rely on controllers to give clear and confident
instructions, especially when operating at high
speeds and in complex environments.

“If you sound nervous on position, the
pilots are thinking, “should I trust this guy?”
Tomarchio said.

That trust is not only between controller
and pilot. It also exists within the team.
Supervisors, who are senior and fully qualified
controllers, monitor operations and oversee all
active positions to ensure everything is safe.

Tomarchio described supervisors as a second
set of eyes, helping controllers stay focused and
avoid tunnel vision while maintaining control
of the overall situation.

During high workload situations,
supervisors maintain a broader view of the
airspace while controllers focus on individual
aircraft. They can step in, provide guidance,
or take control of the frequency if needed to
prevent situations from escalating.

While the job is highly technical, Tomarchio
emphasized that the human side of the work
is just as important. He said morale and trust
within the section directly affect how well
Marines perform on position.

“I see morale as a very important thing
within this MOS,” Tomarchio said.

For him, supporting the mission is not just
about controlling aircraft. It is also about
making sure the people around him are taken
care of and able to perform at their best. He
explained that strong working relationships
help build trust, which directly contributes to
safer and more effective operations.

Through his work, Tomarchio continues
to support MCAS Iwakuni by helping ensure
safe and efficient air operations while also
contributing to the trust and teamwork that
keep the mission running. His role may not
always be visible, but it plays a key part in
connecting the people, aircraft, and operations
that make the installation function every day.

(BEE)3831H KiBEKEEMEEMDMEEFIEICS N ISV E
DIMZEHOBE =Y 5. EEEM FHERE Rk (HHS) R DMZEEHIE. 4
—ARTAVPRIVFFEE,

(Left) U.S. Marine Corps Sgt. Austin Tomarchio, an air traffic controller with
Headquarters and Headquarters Squadron (HHS), Marine Corps Air Station

Iwakuni, observes aircraft movement on the flightline at MCAS Iwakuni, Japan,
March 31, 2026.
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U.S. Marine Corps Sgt. Maj. Steven Kern, right, the sergeant major of Headquarters and Headquarters Squadron (HHS), Marine

Corps Air Station Iwakuni, explains the inscription on the Furukawa family memorial to Marines and Sailors from MCAS Iwakuni
after the 81st anniversary of the Marukoyama Memorial Ceremony in Kure City, Hiroshima Prefecture, Japan, Mar. 28, 2026.
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- A * ; n- > U.S. Marine Corps Maj. Matthew Forshee, right, the future operations
B | - i c officer with Headquarters and Headquarters Squadron (HHS), Marine
3828A. AFILEERHThhch) RO Corps Air Station Iwakuni, poses for a photo with Mr. Jiro Takahashi,
The Furukawa family memorial, created by Kazuzou Furukawa following World War Il to mourn the loss of his family, is the site left, a member of the Fujinowaki Neighborhood Association, while
of the 81st anniversary of the Marukoyama Memorial Ceremony in Kure City, Hiroshima Prefecture, Japan, Mar. 28, 2026.
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U.S. Marine Corps Maj. Matthew Forshee, the future operations officer with Headquarters and Headquarters Squadron (HHS),
Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, plants a cherry tree during the 81st anniversary of the Marukoyama Memorial Ceremony in
Kure City, Hiroshima Prefecture, Japan, Mar. 28, 2026.

Various gifts are left on a monument honoring the fallen
American crew members of a U.S. Navy TBM-3 Avenger,
Torpedo Squadron 6, by members of the Fujinowaki
Neighborhood Association.
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holding a message from the Commander of the U.S. Naval Forces Japan.

81st Anniversary of the Marukoyama Memorial Ceremony

.S. Marines from Marine

Corps Air Station Iwakuni
joined members of the Fujinowaki
Neighborhood Association in
Kure City and local middle school
students to honor the crew of a U.S.
Navy TBM-3 Avenger assigned to
Torpedo Squadron 6, who perished
in a tragic aircraft crash in Kure
City, Hiroshima Prefecture, Japan,
on July 24, 1945.

Now in its 81st year, this ceremony
continues to unite Americans and
Japanese in remembrance, carrying
forward a shared commitment to
peace across generations.

o
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Photos by : Lance Cpl. Isaac De Leon Mr. Jiro Takahashi, a member of the Fujinowaki Neighborhood Association, places incense sticks and flowers on a monument
honoring the fallen American crew members of a U.S. Navy TBM-3 Avenger, Torpedo Squadron 6, by members of the
Fujinowaki Neighborhood Association following the 81st anniversary of the Marukoyama Memorial Ceremony in Kure City,
Hiroshima Prefecture, Japan, Mar. 28, 2026.
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U.S. Marine Corps Maj. Matthew Forshee, the future operations officer with Headquarters and Headquarters Squadron (HHS),
Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, reads a message from the Commander of U.S. Naval Forces Japan to the members of the
Meitoku District Association during the 81st anniversary of the Marukoyama Memorial Ceremony in Kure City, Hiroshima
Prefecture, Japan, Mar. 28, 2026.
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U.S. Marine Corps Sgt. Maj. Steven Kern, the sergeant major
of Headquarters and Headquarters Squadron (HHS), Marine
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Mr. Fukao Hiroyuki, right, the U.S. participation coordinator for the Marukoyama Memorial Ceremony, explains the inscription on
the Furukawa family memorial to the U.S. Marines and Sailors from Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni after the 81st anniversary of
the Marukoyama Memorial Ceremony in Kure City, Hiroshima Prefecture, Japan, Mar. 28, 2026.

2026 Summer

Corps Air Station Iwakuni, explains the inscription on the
Furukawa family memorial to Marines and Sailors from
Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni after the 81st anniversary
of the Marukoyama Memorial Ceremony.
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U.S. Marines assigned to Headquarters and Headquarters Squadron (HHS), Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, pose for a group
photo with the Shively trophy in the Indoor Small Arms Range at MCAS Iwakuni, Japan, Feb. 20, 2026. The Iwakuni shooting
team won the 2025 Far East Marine Corps Marksmanship Competition pistol trophy. Photo by GySgt. Miguel A. Rosales
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COMPETING AGAINST THE ODDS :

FAR EAST MARINE CORPS MARKSMANSHIP COMPETITION

weat drips slowly from your

eyebrows peppering your
chin as the sun beats down. The
sounds of birds and conversations
start to fade in the distance as you
take a slow inhale, steady exhale.
The scent of gun powder and hot
asphalt fill your lungs. Adrenaline
slowly builds in anticipation as
the start of the long-awaited
competition nears. Who will bring
home the trophy, the bragging
rights, and the pride of being the
best marksmen?

U.S. Marines from Mainland
Japan, Okinawa, Guam, Vietnam,
and the Republic of Korea, gathered
to test their skills in the annual Far
East Marine Corps Marksmanship
Competition held on Camp
Hansen, Okinawa, Japan, Dec.

10, 2025. As one of five regional
marksmanship competitions hosted
by the Marine Corps Shooting
Team, this two-week event had
competitors complete nine days of
live fire training and competitions,
including individual and team rifle
and pistol events, gas gun, infantry
marksmanship tests and more.
Success at this level requires more
than just showing up — it demands
months of preparation and intense
training to build endurance,
strength, discipline and precision.
The MCAS Iwakuni Shooting Team
did just that.

With only twelve spots available
on the MCAS Iwakuni Shooting
Team, U.S. Marines and Sailors
all throughout Headquarters and
Headquarters Squadron competed
in tryouts to show off their skills
and prove they have what it takes
to compete for this installation.
These tryouts consisted of the
following: a four hour Indoor
Simulated Marksmanship Trainer
(ISMIT) series of close and medium
range pistol shooting as well as
close, medium, and long range rifle
shooting; completing the Combat
Pistol Program to test their pistol
accuracy; conducting a ten round
marksmanship series three times
on three targets, one engaged from
the standing, one from the kneeling,
and one from the sitting, with the
target area being the size of a half

2026 Summer

dollar coin; and finally, each shooter
had to conduct a table five course of
fire for the rifle, to show their speed
and accuracy. The Marines who
were selected to be on the MCAS
Iwakuni Shooting Team spent the
next four months building their
endurance and enhancing their

skills to prepare for the competition.

The team spent a total of 218
hours on vigorous training. “It was
38 hours of physical conditioning
that focused on training the body
to be fast, accurate, and able to
execute movements continuously
without failure,” said Gunnery
Sgt. Robert Navarro, the range
and training area manager and
indoor small arms range (ISAR)
OIC for MCAS Iwakuni, and a
native of Oceanside, California.
“We spent 120 hours of indoor
simulated marksmanship training
that prepared them for long-
distance rifle shoots. Then 60
hours of live fire training for rifle
and pistol that focused on combat
marksmanship fundamentals,
combat marksmanship advanced
techniques, high-speed target
engagements as well as traditional
Olympic-style shooting.”

When the team arrived at Camp
Hansen, they were eager for the
competition. “Even though we
were told to have fun and enjoy
it, as Marines we are naturally
competitive,” Navarro said. The

1A8H. KRB EEMEEMICE VT O 7 —EFITR—2Z0N3, BISHESTREN/VABHERBEYOO/N— -+ \0—FFH

Story by Cpl. Sarah Grawcock

team was competing against 200
shooters, all who were ready to
give everything they had to be the
winners. The first event was a basic
weapons and marksmanship test
for each shooter to ensure they
could safely conduct live fire and
show that they were competition-
ready. That first day, 34 shooters
were sent home. This competition
left no room for errors.

The MCAS Iwakuni Shooting
Team made sure to stick to the
fundamentals and build upon them
while continuing to work hard
throughout the next two weeks.
“They were getting more efficient
every day, and it was cool to step
back and know that I taught them
everything I could and that they
didn’t need me anymore.” Navarro
said. The MCAS Iwakuni command
shared Navarro’s trustin his team.

When the idea of competing
at the Far East Marksmanship
Competition came up to the
command, said yes without a
second thought. They showed
support to the team by taking
care of all possible administrative
work such as travel funds, orders,
flights and more. But it didn’t stop
there. The day of the Team Pistol
competition, U.S. Marine Corps
Lt. Col. Federico Mendizabal, the
commanding officer of HHS, MCAS
Iwakuni, traveled to Camp Hansen

Continued on Page 22, "Competition"
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Gunnery Sgt. Robert Navarro, center, the officer in charge of the indoor small arms range with Headquarters and Headquarters
Squadron, Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Cpl. Rita Ladraa, left, a tower noncommissioned officer with Marine Fighter Attack
Squadron (VMFA) 121, and Cpl. Johnathon Sierra, right, a loadmaster for Headquarters and Headquarters Squadron, MCAS
Iwakuni pose with a trophy at Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, Jan. 8, 2026. Photo by Lance Cpl. Tyler Bassett
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U.S. Marines participate in the annual Far East Shooting Competition on Camp Hansen, Okinawa, Japan, Dec. 12-13,2019. The

Far East Shooting Competition gathers Marines stationed on Japan to improve and determine the best marksman among them.
P Photo by Lance Cpl. Karis Mattingly
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to support the Marines.

The MCAS Iwakuni pistol team
passed all prior pistol competition
courses throughout the week which
earned them a spot in the final run.
With the sun beating down on them,
Lt. Col. Mendizabal and others
watching, the pressure was on.

The team needed to be the fastest,
most accurate, and engage various
targets at various distances while
being shot in the order of colors was
called out. 1st Lt Dakota James, a
financial management officer,Sgt.
Andrew Williams and Cpl. Christian
Abarca, both ISAR staff, and Cpl.
Kianna Wilson, with the MCAS
Iwakuni installation personnel
administration center, have spent
months preparing for this moment.

With 16 rounds and two
magazines, The MCAS Iwakuni
Pistol Team stood at the firing line
with fire in their eyes, ready for
the final run. Once the first shooter
hears the color sequence called, it’s
game on. The Marines sprint from
one set of colored targets to the
next using a different firing position
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for each one, while reloading on the
move. Each shooter must clear out
their weapon then sprint back to
the starting point, where the next
three shooters will conduct the
same drill with a different sequence
of colors. The time doesn’t stop
until all four shooters are back at
the starting point.

“The Marines were asking me
‘did we do good? and I was like,
‘heck yeah you did, you guys were
awesome” said Navarro. “Watching
them was like a dad watching his
kids play soccer, I wasn’t worried
about them getting hurt or flagging
someone. The team was professional
and disciplined, and they did exactly
what they’ve been training for.”

Thirty minutes after the team
completed their final run, the
winners were announced.

“I wasn’t surprised we won.” said
Navarro with excitement. “The girls
were crying and the boys wanted to
but were holding it back. It was an
exciting moment.”

This was a historical moment for
MCAS Iwakuni Marines because
it has been over a decade since

L

they last competed at the Far

East Marksmanship Shooting
Competition. “Hearing that MCAS
Iwakuni won, it felt inevitable.
Okinawa didn’t repeatedly win
because they were better, they won
because Iwakuni didn’t participate.
Okinawa has the opportunity to
constantly train in both rifle and
pistol, while Iwakuni doesn’t. We
know we're at a disadvantage, so
we train even harder.” Said U.S
Marine Veteran, Justin Taylor,
who was a part of the last MCAS
Iwakuni shooting team to compete
in the competition in 2009.

The winning pistol team was
presented with the Shively trophy,
which has stayed at Okinawa until
now. Since the MCAS Iwakuni Pistol
Team won, they brought it home.

It was given to the MCAS Iwakuni
HHS command. “The command was
our good luck. They saw us compete
and thirty minutes later they saw
us win,” said Navarro. “They did
everything for us and that’s why
they deserve the trophy, because
we wouldn’t have been able to win
without their support.”
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U.S. Marines assigned to Headquarters and Headquarters Squadron, Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, pose for a group
photo after placing first in a group pistol relay event during the Far East Marine Corps Marksmanship Competition on Camp
Hansen, Okinawa, Japan, Dec. 10, 2025. Photo by Lance Cpl. Eliza Fremont
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