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(Cover) Guests watch an aerial performance during Friendship Day at
Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, May 3, 2026.
Photos by Lance Cpl. Rylan Adcock
(Back) U.S. sailors with Airborne Command and Control Squadron (VAW)
125 pose for a photo with a guest in front of a U.S. Navy E-2D Advanced
Hawkeye aircraft static display with VAW-125 during Friendship Day at
Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni, May 3, 2026.

Photos by Lance Cpl. Siwan Lewis
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“Kintai” is the quarterly magazine issued
by Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni,
for the local Japanese in Iwakuni City,
to highlight MCAS Iwakuni's roles
and obligations under the Treaty of
Mutual Cooperation and Security. This
publication is authorized by the United
States Marine Corps, however, it may
not always reflect the official views or
opinions of the U.S. government or the
U.S. Department of Defense.
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U.S. Navy Lt. Cmdr. Danny Xu and Lt. Benjamin Schierman, both pilots assigned to Carrier Air Wing 5, pilot a U.S. Navy CMV-
22B Osprey with Fleet Logistics Multi-Mission Squadron (VRM) 30, Detachment Forward Deployed Naval Forces, over the
crowd during Friendship Day at Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, May 3, 2026. Photo by Cpl. Sarah Grawcock
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Guests photograph an aerial performance during Family Day at
Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni at MCAS Iwakuni, Japan, May
3,2026. Photo by Lance Cpl. Isaac De Leon
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A U.S. Navy F/A-18F Super Hornet aircraft with Strike Fighter Squadron (VFA) 102, Carrier Air Wing 5,
performs a flight demonstration during Friendship Day at Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, May 3, 2026.
Photo by Lance Cpl. Isaac De Leon
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Guests pose for a photo with Japan Air Self-Defense Force
members during Friendship Day at Marine Corps Air Station
Iwakuni, May 3, 2026. Photo by Lance Cpl. Tyler Bassett

apan Maritime Self-Defense

Force and Marine Corps Air
Station Iwakuni jointly hosted
Friendship Day 2026, symbolizing the
robust joint capabilities and strong
bond of the U.S.-Japan alliance, May 3,
2026. Despite challenging wet weather,
the event, which featured a variety of
captivating aerial and static aircraft
displays, was carried out safely thanks
to the seamless cooperation between
U.S. and Japanese service members.
The enthusiasm of the 45,000 visitors
who attended despite the rain served
as a powerful testament to the two
nations' unbreakable solidarity.
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Guests drive a toy car during Friendship Day at Marine Corps Air
Station Iwakuni, May 3, 2026. Photo by Lance Cpl. Tyler Bassett
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Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni opens its gates to guests
during Friendship Day at MCAS Iwakuni, May 3, 2026.

Photo by Lance Cpl. Rylan Adcock
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Photo by Lance Cpl. Siwan Lewis
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U.S. Marine Corps Col. Kenneth Rossman, center left, greets
Japan Ground Self-Defense Force Maj. Gen. Yoshitomo
Hashizume, May 3, 2026. Photo by Cpl. Ella Cadby
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The Japan Air Self-Defense Force Fancy Drill team performs during Friendship Day at Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, May 3, 2026.
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Stunt pilot Yoshihide Muroya performs during Friendship Day
at Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni, May 3, 2026. Photo by
Lance Cpl. Tyler Bassett
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Guests observe an ive charge d

as part of the Marine Air Ground Task Force

demonstration during Friendship Day at Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, May 3, 2026.

Photo by Lance Cpl. Maikeyla Reyes
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U.S. Marine Corps Lt. Col. Christopher Merrick, the oncoming commanding officer of
Headquarters and Headquarters Squadron, Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, gives a
speech, June 4, 2026.
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U.S. Marine Corps Sgt. Maj. Steven Kern, left, passes the

Headquarters and Headquarters Squadron (H&HS) unit colors to

- Lt. Col. Federico Mend Izabal, center, the outgoing commanding
~ ¥ officer of H&HS, June 4, 2026.

Headquarters and Headquarters Squadron held
its Change of Command ceremony, June 4, 2026.
During the ceremony, the unit colors were passed from
the outgoing commanding officer, Lt. Col. Federico
Mendizabal, to the oncoming commanding officer,
Lit. Col. Christopher Merrick, formally transferring
authority. This ceremony is a key tradition honoring the
outgoing leader while welcoming the incoming leader.
Photos by ‘- Lance Cpl. Siwan Lewins
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U.S. Marine Corps Lt. Col. Federico Mendizabal, the outgoing commanding officer of
Headquarters and Headquarters Squadron, Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, gives a
speech, June 4, 2026.
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U.S. Marine Corps Sgt. Maj. Steven Kern, the outgoing sergeant major of Headquarters and
Headquarters Squadron, Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, gives a speech during a relief
and appointment ceremony, June 3, 2026.
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U.S. Marine Corps Sgt. Maj. Steven Kern, right, the outgoing sergeant major of Headquarters
and Headquarters Squadron (H&HS), salutes Lt. Col. Federico Mendizabal, the commanding
officer of H&HS, during a relief and appointment ceremony, Japan, June 3, 2026.
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Post and Relief Ceremony
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U.S. Marine Corps Sgt. Maj. Lee Ancona, center, the oncoming sergeant major of
Headquarters and Headquarters Squadron, Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, gives a
speech during a relief and appointment ceremony, June 3, 2026.

Headquarters and Headquarters Squadron conducted
its Post and Relief ceremony, June 3, 2026. The
outgoing sergeant major, Sgt. Maj. Steven Kern, passed the
non-commissioned officer sword to his successor, Sgt. Maj].
Lee R. Ancona, symbolizing the transfer of responsibility,
authority, and accountability. This time-honored tradition
ensures the seamless continuation of leadership and
support within the squadron.

Photos by - Lance Cpl. Siwan Lewins
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U.S. Marine Corps Sgt. Maj. Lee Ancona, right, the oncoming sergeant major of

: q
q ters and H

I ters Squadron, marches during a relief and appointment
ceremony, June 3, 2026.
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Japan Ground Self-Defense Force members with 13th Brigade, Middle Army, secure a
simulated casualty during a casualty evacuation exercise in support of Valiant Shield 2026,
June 23, 2026.

7

L
s

68238, U7VT k=l I~2026’&§ﬁ3’6{§ﬁ%&ﬁ3§'¢‘. ﬂﬁﬂ—7’é¥l?#ﬁ’é?’
%. 5 L EEB B3 1Mz F71MEBRDOBE.

A Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force member with Air Rescue Squadron (ARS) 71, Fleet
Air Wing 31, prepares to hand off a securing line during a casualty evacuation exercise in
support of Valiant Shield 2026 in Japan, June 23, 2026.
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A Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force member with Air Rescue Squadron (ARS) 71, Fleet Air
Wing 31, checks his gear before a casualty evacuation exercise in support of Valiant Shield
2026 in Japan, June 23, 2026.
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Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force members with Air Rescue Squadron (ARS) 71, Fleet Air
Wing 31, unload a simulated casualty from a US-2 assigned to ARS 71, FAW 31, during a
casualty evacuation exercise in support of Valiant Shield 2026 at Marine Corps Air Station
Iwakuni, Japan, June 23, 2026.

U.S. Navy Conducts Bilateral Casualty Evacuation
Exercise in Support of Valiant Shield

Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni served as

a stage for a bilateral casualty evacuation
(CASEVAC) exercise in support of Valiant Shield 2026,
June 23, 2026. The training involved precise, joint
operations where Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force's
Air Rescue Squadron 71, Fleet Air Wing 31, worked
seamlessly with U.S. Navy medical teams, employing
a US-2 flying boat to swiftly rescue and transport a
simulated casualty. This joint training highlights the
strength, versatility, and adaptability of the U.S.-
Japan alliance in a dynamic security environment.

Photos by - Lance Cpl. Tyler Bassett
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U.S. Navy Lt. Caitlin Gilrillan, a nurse currently assigned to Naval Family Branch Clinic Iwakuni,
and a native of Baltimore, Maryland, checks a simulated casualty’s blood pressure during a
casualty evacuation exercise in support of Valiant Shield 2026 in Japan, June 23, 2026.
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U.S. Navy Lt. Cmdr. Craig Wilcox, right, a medical service corps officer assigned to Naval
Medical Forces Pacific, California, speaks with a Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force member

before a casualty evacuation exercise in support of Valiant Shield 2026 in Japan, June 23, 2026.
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U.S. Marine Corps Lance Cpl. Quincy Duchard, a postal clerk with Headquarters and
Headquarters Squadron, Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, tapes a package during a postal
field exercise at MCAS lwakuni, Japan, June 29, 2026.
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U.S. Marine Corps Cpl. Victoria Coronelpesantez, a postal clerk with Headquarters and
Headquarters Squadron, Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, inspects a package during a
postal field exercise at MCAS Iwakuni, Japan, June 29, 2026.

Post Office Field Exercise

Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni Post Office
conducted a field exercise to practice operating
an expeditionary post office, June 29, 2026. During the
training, postal clerks and military police officers worked
together to sort mail and assist customers under field
conditions. This exercise is crucial for maintaining and
enhancing logistical capabilities and readiness, ensuring
that mail and supplies can be delivered to service
members and their families under any circumstances.

Photos by ‘- Lance Cpl. Kenneth Garcia
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U.S. Marine Corps Lance Cpl. Lue Aye, a postal clerk with Headquarters and Headquarters
Squadron, Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, stamps a postal card during a postal field
exercise at MCAS lwakuni, Japan, June 29, 2026.
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U.S. Marine Corps Pfc. Ethan Carr, a military police officer with Headquarters and Headquarters
Squadron (H&HS), Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, left, and U.S. Marine Corps Pfc. Daniel
Castaneda, a military police officer with H&HS, MCAS Iwakuni, help customers pick up their
mail during a postal field exercise at Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, June 29, 2026.
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U.S. Marine Corps Pfc. Daniel Castaneda, a military police officer with Headquarters and
Headquarters Squadron, Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, assists a customer during a
postal field exercise at MCAS lwakuni, Japan, June 29, 2026.
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U.S. Marine Corps Pfc. Braden Brokering, a postal clerk with Headquarters and

M Headquarters Squadron, Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, scans a package during a postal

field exercise at MCAS Iwakuni, Japan, June 29, 2026.
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U.S. Marine Corps Lance Cpl. Lue Aye, a postal clerk with Headquarters and Headquarters
Squadron, Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni, inspects a package during a postal field
exercise at MCAS Iwakuni, Japan, June 29, 2026.
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THROWBACK TO TORIl TELLER

Dec. 15,1995 Vol. 40, No. 48

Torii Teller was the weekly newsletter published at MCAS Iwakuni from the 1950’s to 2005.

Sniffing around the Post Office

iy LCpl. Christopher Michalski
Toarl Teller Slall

When reaching inlo your post
ofTice box, one of the lnst things
_'.'ilil'dl pmlml:ly r'!tpl-t't b fined is
the maoist nose of & dog sniffing
around. Flowever, il is possible,

Daogls anad dog hinndlers from
the: Prowost Marshal’s Offies K-8
Unil eonduet random searches at
e post office, checking mail for
illegal substanees.

“Thar 1:||11y Juu:plr whio krow
wheen the dogs are coming are the
postal chiel, kennel master and
myvsell,” smid GySgt. Foed F,
Brooks, customs and K9 st
fon-commissioned oflicer in

e

i'llar;ﬁ‘.'. “However, any time the
handlers feel it's necessary, they
can stop at the post office and
vonduct n random search,”

"W do the mndom checks so we don’l establish
any sel palterns,” said Cpl, Marshall A. Whiti, the
kKennel master, "We try to gt in there a2 often as
possible”

“Char main goal is o deter anyone who may be
thinking aboul trafficking anvihing illegnl,” said
Whill

To further prevent the handlers from estabslishing
a predictable pattern, there is no sel limil o how
often they can gearch. If they wanted o, they could
go by three-timesaday, sixdaysawesk, explained
Brooks.

“The kennel iz always on eall. 17 the post office
has an item they're suspicious about, they can endl
ug. We'll get right down there,” said Whill, “We
wiork hamd-fn-hamnd.”

While searching (e post ofliee, the 1'|r||§:= anil their
hamndlers are earelal nod Lo miss nl:lylhl.ng. .l"u.ny
where mail goes in the post office, the dogs senrch,
added Brooks,

“Although 'm pleased to say the dogs have never
found anything: they're trained to rend. They'll
eilhier sit, or show a “just noliceable difference” in
behavior,” Brooks said. “Thal’s where the handlers
coine into play.”

“When dogs are paired up with their handlers, we
look for a balanee,” explained Cpl. Jeffl L. Maey, a

Cpd. Poirick M. Keith awd Bageira cleck foe post affice. Lopl

cleg hnmeller and the K-8 training NOOIC, “IF we have
i |!|_'|.'].|l|~r I:IIHIH'.. sl wnnil somesonss who will ll;l-r-]'r il
under contral. If a dog is really relaxed, we want a
handler who will get it excited aboot gu!'n.g' ot ol
searching.”

Just like any tearn, the dog'handler teams work
differently from each other. They work al different
speeds and have different motivations for wanling Lo
work, according toe Whitl

To ensure the teams can suceessfully do their jobs,
the two narcotic/patrol dogs and one Bomib,/ patrol
dogt are evaluated.

“When we test the teams, we hide aclual samples
of what the dog iz trained to detect. The handler
then brings his dog around searching for il. We
record the results and if a dog falls Below the stan
dard we find oul why,” sald Whitt. “Usually when a
dog doesn’t find Uhe sample i1°s beense of some-
thing eagy Lo correcl ”

To help keep the dogs =up to par,” the K8 anit
usually traing at leasd 10 hours a week, according to
Macy. "Alzo, if a pai= works well together, we don't
change them. The dogs have to know their handler
as much as the handler has o know the dog. This
way, the handler will be alile to recogniae the "nolice
able difference” in behavior., Something as small ns
the dog starting Lo wag its il can be o key,”

If m dog detects an illegal substaner, severnl orgn

tin K. Gordon processes mieil,

Fostal Officer

-

— s )
By j

mizations get involved, including poestal, cuostoms and
the Naval Criminal Investigation Service, The
package’s recipient, or sender i it originated here, is
also nolified, Brooks explained,

“We have the owner of the package come down
and open the package in front of us. 'We then search
far what is giving off the scent the dog reacted to. 17

submitted by CWD2 Green

Increased Mail

‘With the 1995 holiday season upon us, our ineoming mail
volumes are increasing dadly. Historically, mail volumes can
doukle or even triple during the peak of the holiday mailing

Since space in the postal focility is limited during the holiday
sensomn, it is important that all customers plck up their mail on &
daily basis, Monday-Saturday.

The mail arrives at the postal facility at approximately T nm.,

and iz usually posted and ready for pick up bafore 11:30 a.m.
Station residents should stay tuned to FEN radio and television

for announcements that the mail has been posted, or leok for the
red ~All mail has been posted” sign on the postal facility’s door.

Heoliday Hours

To accommaodate the large number of holiday mailers, the
posial facility's finance section will have extended hours next
Wednesday. The section will be open until 5 pom., bul on Dec. 27,
will return to the normal 1 pon. closing time.

I adddition, an extra clerk has been temporarily posted at the
second package pick-up window, This clerk will nccept outgoing
parcels only, nnd will not sell stamps or money orders.

Om Dec, 23, the package pickup window will remain open
unlil 5 pom. to ensure all incoming peckages nre delivered prior to
the holiday weekend.

Tmproved Service
A new mail callection box has been ingtalled in the postal

M_'_,..«-"'""'\ tion chute attached 1o it, so
customers can mail their
m letters without leaving their
_____,f.-__.h.\ nu.“m'jb“m

Tacility’s parking lot, The
new bax has o minil collee-

we find something illegal, the ewner of the package
is held accountable.™

“The post office, custome, and K-8 unil show how
different units can work logether Lo accomplish a
common goal — keeping the adr station free of
drugs,” stated Brooks, *If someone decides to test
their capabilities and send something, they Il be
catght. The teams are very good.” T

B Torii Teller Dec. 15, 159465

Tortl Teller Diec. 15, 1885 7
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ZUTCRDRIS LI RO D2 R U I @A B YA WD il
WOFTEE N EZMbN B LGV ET

MR Jr, B BE K-ORBIER DL S 7a BB @D HAE, DX
DD SIEFEME 2 5T IL T E NS KWWY &
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Release the Hounds!

Military Working Dog Training

arine Corps Air Station Iwakuni Military

Working Dog (K-9) team from the Provost
Marshal’s Office conducted a special demonstration
for personnel from Fleet Readiness Center Western
Pacific FRC WESTPAC), May 15, 2026. The event was
designed to increase understanding of the K-9s’ daily
operations and remarkable capabilities, as handlers
and their canine partners showcased their exceptional
skills and perfect teamwork through patrol drills.

Photos by : Cpl. Sarah Grawcock
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Keeping Operations on Track:
How Jerron “J)” Johnson Serves
His Airfield and His Community

Story and photos by - Cpl. Dahkareo Pritchett
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In many communities, it is common to find
someone dedicated to their occupation or
passionate about helping the youth follow their
dreams. For one man aboard Marine Corps Air
Station Iwakuni, it's both. Jerron “JJ” Johnson
is the airfield manager at MCAS Iwakuni, but
outside of work, he volunteers as the track and
field director, planning out and working with
Matthew C. Perry High School and Iwakuni
Middle School track teams in both their on and
off seasons.

By day, Johnson serves as an airfield
manager, overseeing operations where timing
and coordination are critical. As a retired Air
Force veteran, he spent 20 years developing
the skills required to operate in high-pressure
environments. Now, more than four years into
his civilian role, those same standards continue
to define his work. But once the workday ends,
Johnson’s responsibilities shift from managing
flight operations to being a coach, mentor, and
motivator for dozens of student-athletes.

Johnson currently works with both football
and track and field programs, helping guide
a team that has rapidly grown in size and
ambition. However, he didn’t immediately step
into coaching after arriving at MCAS Iwakuni.
Instead, he took time to understand the
demands of his new position and one day after
understanding the workload, his curiosity got
the best of him.

“I just happened to drive by the field one day
and saw some kids running around the track,”
he said. “I went over, met the head coach, and
he brought me on board.”

Coaching, however, was nothing new to
Johnson. His experience dates back to 2007,
when he began working with student athletes
while still serving in the Air Force. Over the
years, he coached at multiple duty stations,
including Travis Air Force Base, California;
Patrick Air Force Base, Florida; and McGuire-
Dix-Lakehurst, New Jersey, where he impacted
hundreds of athletes along the way. At one point,
he helped lead nearly 300 students in a township
track program and guided 28 athletes to the
Junior Olympics, where all of them placed.

“That was an eye-opener for me,” Johnson
said. “All the hard work and everything we put
into those athletes paid off.”

Today, those results he witnessed fuels his
approach. Balancing airfield operations with
coaching is no small task, but Johnson brings
the same principles to both environments:
structure, accountability, and consistency.

“I feel like it's a role only he can fill,” said
Cpl. Bernard Williams dJr., an air traffic
controller and a youth track and field coach,
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Jerron “JJ” Johnson, right, the director of the Matthew C. Perry High School track
and field team, coaches one of his student athletes during the Department of
Defense Education Activity Pacific Far East Championship 2026 track and field meet
at Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, April 27, 2026.
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“Even if he's coaching, he's still on the sideline
answering calls and continuing operations on
the flightline.”

Cpl. Williams Jr. looks up to Johnson as
both a mentor and an example of the kind of
leader he hopes to become.

“His work-life balance is admirable. All the
work he has to do, and yet he still takes the
time to volunteer and help out with coaching
the kids, it’s incredible,” he said.

As someone close to Johnson, both on and
off work, they often find they have similar
viewpoints and values in their lives. One
similarity in particular is their preference for
coachable athletes. They both feel it enables
them to do their job more efficiently, allowing the

coaches to help athletes reach their full potential.

“Having coachable athletes is definitely
preferable,” he said. “You can have natural
talent, but you still need to be able to coach
that athlete to their max potential. If you're
coachable, you can survive long term, not
just in track, but in life. Everything we teach
here carries over from football, basketball,
volleyball, and even the military.”

As Johnson said, coaching isn’t just about
winning meets, it’s about building futures. He
works closely with athletes to help them reach
the next level, including those with aspirations
to compete in college.

“I'm not even worried about championships
right now,” he said. “I'm trying to get them to

2026 X

Faces o

2026 Fall

f lIwakuni

SHOEDHDIE AT ZFICEFETESLTLED

COEZZ A DOHBATEIENEZDED%
HHLTWS,

TFYAMNRATF—TE Tz ar VU EAIR.T
w R R— L& e EER O /5 T Uiz, AR 3
#%. 200X —MIVETHI VB 7i8EE SO HER
WLl — D TAETHS T2, AZ— TN
STLEW, DI N100577 D20 2 Tlahiah -7z,

[AEETZ 5 72508k 1E 208085, FADFIERIZ 2070
8TTLIz &Y ar ) VEMIIIRDIES [ZF D%, K
DD I NI TR0 FEEATLIZ

Z O, FEICZB T BEAE DD, JHEE
ERBOREMICHRE LT220FE MO R R HE I
12 FLTH Yay Y E AR UMERZ RO tH
RANEEZTVS,

TARLWEDIXAS THBEN., 5256Nn5CE
T 21 VIO RDBZT LIz ) LYay
VU E NG TERNREBRIT TV AEETY

BE TR EERHL TN EEE KRBT
TV A)—MebZIBELTWAE XL ZDEZN
WD EEZ T TS,

Pg by —XVhMESEZNZ S5, Va ) U ER
EEFBIE, F—LH FPIERB4AF v A
T NI — QX BREHD DR E VS iz B
WNMFT TV, BN EESHTE, Vavy
VEZ. TA—F T ST BT —DDKAE
OFERZITZMTHBZZEDTHEHEEL TV,

& LEED D SIBRICIZEIEZIE SHNTE.,
HMCIETERLECTWEAES HENEEST
WATEEABHLTHETZENVNWATT LYy Y
VERARIZETOFORICHOET, TIH. E
FTRETHSEECEFNUEEDETA

WEREFETH-TE EENYID ETHH-T
&, HEZVIEEDZITRTOIAZI =T AICBWVT
&, VIV UEADERRBE DSV TH
7o CELT &, TR Z A THRIk g5 2 & .
ZULTITHADD DS T2 T RN TOLE, Kz LD
EEES LWVRANICLTES L) TH B,

college at an elite institution. If they do exactly
what we tell them, they’ll get there.”

His own journey reflects that mindset.

Growing up in Tyler, Texas, Johnson
competed in both football and track. After
high school, he narrowly missed qualifying for
the Olympic trials in the 200 meters, falling
short by just two-hundredths of a second after
slipping out of the blocks.

“I needed a 20.85, and I ran a 20.87,” he
said. “After that, I had to decide what I was
going to do next.”

That decision led him to serving his country,
where he built a 20-year career, rooted in
discipline and perseverance. The same values
he now passes on to the next generation.

“My dad taught me to take what you want,
don’t expect it to be given to you,” Johnson
said. “That’s the mindset I've always had.”

Now, whether he’s managing the airfield or
preparing athletes for competition, that same
belief continues to guide his work.

As the track season progresses, Johnson
and his athletes are chasing a milestone:
the program’s first 4A championship banner.
Despite the growing expectations surrounding
the team, Johnson believes the impact of
coaching reaches beyond any single meet.

“If anybody has told you that you can’t do
something, and you believe you can,” he said,
“then prove them wrong. Your future is in your
hands, but you have to believe in yourself.”

Whether on the runway, on the track, or
in every community he serves, he carries
the same unwavering mentality: lead with
purpose, push beyond limits, and leave every
place better than he found it.
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The coaches of the Matthew C. Perry High School spring track and field team pose
for a group photo before the Department of Defense Education Activity Pacific Far
East Championship 2026 track and field meet at Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni,
Japan, April 27, 2026.
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Students from Matthew C. Perry High School observe preparing Takamori wagyu
beef during a special culinary arts class at M.C. Perry High School, Marine Corps Air
Station lwakuni, Japan, May 21, 2026.

58218, EEEMDT 21— CAY— N RT— VB WTBEShIISFRERB I S AT BHMFDR M A EFIFERIRTIC
BL%, Za—RRDI— FARV VYR M BEEREA (K) & TV/2—CRY— - N RT—IVDIRBA VRS9 2 — 1) hIT7 &R,
Mr. Noriaki Numamoto, a wagyu specialist from Miko Foods, left, and Chef Karri Kaua, a culinary instructor at Matthew C.
Perry High School, pose for a photo with Takamori wagyu beef slices during a special culinary arts class at M.C. Perry High
School, Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni, Japan, May 21, 2026.
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A student from Matthew C. Perry High School cooks
Takamori wagyu beef during a special culinary arts class at
M.C. Perry High School, Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni,
Japan, May 21, 2026.
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MCAS Iwakuni Students Get
An Introduction To Wagyu

Matthew C. Perry High School hosted a special
culinary arts class, inviting Mr. Noriaki
Numamoto, a local butchery professional from Miko
Foods, May 21, 2026. Students observed a professional
butchery demonstration before experiencing "Takamori

58218, BEE#OTY1—C-RY—\( 27— UIcEWTHE
EENSHRERBISAT. BRI ERETS, Y1 —C
NY=NART—|VDFFHBAVANZ9 32— hV) - hITEh,
Chef Karri Kaua, a culinary instructor at Matthew C. Perry
High School, cooks Takamori wagyu beef during a special
culinary arts class at M.C. Perry High School, Marine Corps
Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, May 21, 2026.

2026 Fall

Beef," a premium local wagyu brand, with all five senses.
The class provided students with specialized technical
knowledge and career insights, while also offering a
valuable opportunity to deepen their understanding of
the wonderful local culture through food.

Photos by : Lance Cpl. Isaac De Leon
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Mr. Noriaki Numamoto, a wagyu specialist from Miko Foods, cuts portions of
Takamori wagyu beef during a special culinary arts class event at M.C. Perry High
School, Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, May 21, 2026.
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Students and staff from Matthew C. Perry High School pose for a group photo with Mr. Noriaki Numamoto, a wagyu
specialist from Miko Foods, after a special culinary arts class at M.C. Perry High School, Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni,
Japan, May 21, 2026.
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Jeremiah Johnson, an emergency services dispatcher with Headquarters and
Headquarters Squadron, Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, monitors phone calls at
his desk at MCAS Iwakuni, Japan, May 4, 2026.
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Fukouei Saeteurn, an emergency services dispatcher with
Headquarters and Headquarters Squadron (HHS), Marine
Corps Air Station (MCAS) Iwakuni, poses for a photo at
Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, May 5, 2026.
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INSIDE THE PUBLIC SAFETY COMMUNICATIONS
CENTER OF THE YEAR

ucked away aboard Marine
Corps Air Station (MCAS)
Iwakuni deep inside an unobtrusive
building, lies a compact, barely
lit room, just big enough for five
or six people. Computers, phones
and radios line the desks, while
monitors brighten the dim room.
Initially, one might see this as just
another office. However, this room,
and the people who work inside
are a crucial component in keeping
service members, civilians, their
dependents, and all other personnel
working at MCAS Iwakuni safe.

“We're a communication center,
so our job is to make sure everyone
is in the loop,” said Ricardo
Reyes, an emergency dispatch
telecommunicator (EDT) with
Headquarters and Headquarters
Squadron (H&HS).

The H&HS Dispatch team
answers all emergency calls from
service members, civilians, their
dependents, and all other personnel
working at MCAS Iwakuni both on
and off base. Twenty-four hours a
day, seven days a week, two teams
stay on high alert, working for 12
hours and switching between day
and night rotations.

“No two days are the same in
dispatch, that’s for sure,” said Kori
Kleinjans, an EDT with H&HS

Being an emergency dispatch
telecommunicator takes someone
who is skilled and knowledgeable
in the systems that they use. There
are many moving parts to their job:
each member of the team needs to
be able to pick up the phone, rapidly
coordinate, inform, and send the
proper authorities to the scene.
Along with needing an immense
amount of technical knowledge,
they also need to be able to work
well under pressure. Calls will come
that require a steady head, and
EDTs may need to dispatch to a
location at a moment’s notice.

“Alot of people don’t know
what goes on in a dispatch center,
they think you're just answering
phones,” said Kleinjans, “but we're
doing mass notifications, answering
the phones, dispatching police,
fire, EMS (Emergency Medical
Services). We're helping people in
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their darkest day.”

Their 12-hour workdays can
sometimes be uneventful, receiving
only a few calls over the course
of their shift. This gives the crew
the opportunity to decompress,
spending this time with their fellow
co-workers, or working on other
things. Christjan Ruby, a U.S.
Marine Corps veteran and public
safety telecommunicator, uses
his downtime to pursue a degree
in criminal justice. With young
children at home, he is left with
little free time outside of work,
so the gaps between phone calls
allow him to further his education.
During their busy days, however,
they may receive over a hundred
calls in a day. Their entire shift
is spent on the phone with the
callers and dispatching authorities
or coordinating with the local
population. Being on standby for
hours makes long days feel even
longer. Still, though, they need to
be ready to answer the call at the
drop of a hat.

While one may see this as a
relaxed setting to a very critical
job, the MCAS Iwakuni emergency
dispatch center has proven to
be very effective. In April 2026,
the team was awarded the
MCICOM Emergency Dispatch
Services award for Public Safety
Communications Center of the Year.
This is the second year in a row
that the unit has been recognized
for being outstanding in their field.
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Maki Muranaka, an Emergency Services Dispatcher with Headquarters and
Headquarters Squadron (HHS), Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, monitors phone
calls at her desk at MCAS Iwakuni, Japan, May 4, 2026.

“Not every phone call is an
emergency, but we have to be
ready for emergency situations.
Sometimes, waiting makes us a
little tired. But since I have been
here for 18 years, I have a switch.

I relax, but then once my phone
rings, my switch turns on, and my
professionalism is on,” said Saki
Suemoto, the emergency dispatch
telecommunicator supervisor.

The Marine Corps Installations
Command (MCICOM) Emergency
Dispatcher Awards seeks to recognize
emergency dispatchers from around
the Marine Corps. While members
of emergency dispatch centers from
Marine Corps Bases Quantico, and
Camp Pendleton, and Marine Corps
Recruit Depot Parris Island all won
awards, dispatchers from MCAS
Iwakuni consistently won the most.
They won four total awards in each
available category, demonstrating
their abilities, and devotion to keeping
the people of MCAS Iwakuni safe.

Tucked away, deep inside an
unassuming building lies a dimly
lit room, just big enough for five or
six people. The people inside are on
high alert 24/7, ready to pick up the
phone at a moment’s notice. Day
in, day out each member of their
team ensures the safety of everyone
aboard MCAS Iwakuni, on and off
base. They are the first voices one
will hear when in need.
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