


Travel 

'Seeing' Japan 
The average serviceman who spends 

a year or more in the Far East finally 
returns to the States - and his 
friends and family back home begin 
by asking, ''Where did you visit while 
you were in Japan?" The fellow 
fumbles through his wallet for a few 
pictures. then allows: "There wasn't 
much to see where I was at." But if 
he had gotten out of the club, 
off base and into the country he could 
have told them about the friendly 
people, the beautiful scenery, the 
mysterious temples and shrines that 
make Japa.n a land most interesting. 

Delightful Day. Wllile a Marine or 
sailor is stationed at 1 wakuni he can 
start by taking trips of one or more days 
to spots of interest in this area. Special 
Services lours leave for different places 
each week. or a man can go out on 
hls own. 

A beautiful p0int to begin with 
would be the Shuhodo Caves, near the 
town of Ogori, about 64 miles south 
o[ Iwakuni. The trip to the enormous 
caverns can be made in one day on 
the available trains and buses that 
run reguJarly. The caves lie beneath 
the southern part of the Akiyoshi 
Plateau, are formed by an underground 
stream that still flows from where no 

SHUHODO CA YES 
Second biggesl in 1he world. 

Plus temples, shrines, ponds 
one seems to know. The trne depth 
of the caves is aJso still unknown, 
but they can be explored to a safe 1.2 
miles. A succession of waterfalls, pools. 
streams and basins, along with mun
erous stalactites and stalagmites of 
fantastic shapes and forms. provide a 
delightful day of sightseeing. 

Famous Oranges. Whlle the tourist 
is in this same area he can also visit 
the city of Hagi, some 25 miles trom 
the caves. Hagi City, in Yamaguchi 
Prefecture, nestles along lhe Japan Sea. 
The Abu River ilows Lhrough the city, 
which is surrounded by picturesque 
mountains on three sides. Hagi was 
made the capitol of two provinces by 
feudal lord Terumoto Mori in 1604, is 
counted as one of the three oldest 
cities in JapruL Many of lts houses 
are still fenced in by earthen adobe 
walls. Hagi is famous for its "natsu 
mikan," or summer bitter oranges, and 
earthen wares, is also dotted with 
numerous shrines and temples sur
rounded by beautiful ponds. For pictt1re 
taking purposes, Hagi could be 
considered one of the most beautiful 
cities in Japan. 

North of llagi is Yamaguchi, a 
city of 88,000 people and no industry 
within its limits. Yamaguchi is famed 
for its many temples and shrines, Lhe 
great Xavier memorial chuTch built in 
honor of St. Francis Xavier who spread 
the Catholic religion and Christianity 
across Japan in 1551, and for its 
numerous hol springs spas. A gala 
festival, sponsored by the spas and 
lemples, is held in the city April 5-7, 
with dancing and parading through 
lhe streets continuing for lwo clays. 

Great Festivals. Persons who like 
zoos should visit Tokuyama City. 35 
miles south of rwakuni The collecLion 
there is one oi Lhe largest in sout:hern 

ond summer bi I fer oranges. 
Japan - 650 animals of 160 different 
species - and covers 35,800 square 
yards. Shows put on by the animals 
during the weekends cost a mere 50 
yen for adults, 20 yen for children. 

Closer still to the air station is 
Yanai. Up until 12 years ago Yanai 
was just a village, but in 1954 it 
merged with neighboring villages and 
became a city. lt is now a vast 
commercial ce•1ter of both land and sea 
transportation. Located on the Inland 
Sea, iL bas many swimming resorts. is 
also noted (or the great festivals that 
are held there throughout the year. 

The sp0t visited most by local 
servicemen is famoas Kintai Bashi. 
or blidge. and Jwa.1<uni Castle above 
on Shiroyama Mountain near lwakuru 
City's outskirts. The five-arch bridge, 
orginaliy built in 1673, was washed 
away in 1674. Rebuilt the same year, 
Kintai Bashl lasted this time until 
1950, when it was again carried away 
by heavy rains. Rebuilt still another 
time. it stands today as one of the 
greatest tourist atlractions in Japan. 
The castle was built in 1603 after five 
years of work. In 1615 an imperial 
decree ordered the caslle destroyed, 
and the site remained vacant for 347 
years until the castle was rebuilt in 
March 1962. 

Stone Torii. North from the air 
station is the island of Miyajima. also 
called ltsukushirna. To get to the 
island a traveler must first stop at the 
town of l'vtiyajimaguchi and transfer 
to a ferry boal. To see the entire 
is'.and would take about two days. The 
famous vermilion torii 530 feet off 
shore is lhe f.irst objecl of interest. 
Made of camphor wood, the huge torii 
is 53 feet high and 38 feet wide between 
lhe iru1er colmuns, diUers (rom most 
Lorii in Lhe wrnsual form of its pillars. 

KINTA! BRIDGE (above) 
and Miyajima 's torii and temple 
(right) are easily accessible, of 

more than passing interest. 

The bridge, originally built in 
1673 but twice destroyed by 
floods, is one of lhe greatest 
tourist attractions in Japan. 
The island temple is famed for 
it.s Chinese-style construction, 
inside l10uses numerous relics. 

TOKUY AMA CITY'S big zoo 
(left) �vers 35,800 square' 
yards, ho'lds 650 animals of ��b 
different species. Only 35 miles 
south of the air station, •1t is
one of the largest in southern 
Japan, has animal shbws on 
w�ekends that cost adults a 
mere 50 yen, children 20 yen.
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