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Coach adds to victory credits 
by MSgt. Marv Price 

Whenever the women of Lhe 
Crash Crew team in Lhe women's 
volleyball league baLLled Lhe 
Rough Housers women, coach 
Bruce Knippel was guaranteed a 
victory. The 44-ycar-old coach 
was also assured of a def eat be
cause he is the coach of both 
squads. 

WiLh only three Learns in the 
league, Knippel was also certain 
of finishing in Lhe Lop three, with 
both Learns in Lhe playoffs, but 
he wanted Lo walk away with Lhe 
championship. 

Crash Crew provided Lhe Lille. 
besting the LaLinos, the high 
school girls' team in Lhe league 
finals in four games, 15-7, 15-2, 
9-15, 15-5. 

Crash Crew, which is a name 
selected for the team and has no 
affiliation with the Crash, Fire 
and Rescue dcpartmenL on the 
Air Station, finished the abbrevi
ated eight-game season unde
feaLed al 2-0. The Latinos cap
Lured second with a 2-1 record 
and the Rough Housers did not 
garner a vicLory at 0-3. 

Knippel. however, is certain the 
Lwo teams were equally matched, 
and in scrimmage and practice 
games Lheir play proved his point. 
On the hardwood in Lhe heal of 
competiLion Crash Crew proved 
superior. During the regular sea
son the clashes were close but in 
the playoffs Crash Crew turned 
up the heal and widened Lhe gap. 

Sarni Enomoto, one of 
Knippel's Crasb Crew players, 
played against her husband Greg, 
the Latinos' coach, during the 
regular season and again in Lhe 
finals. Both of the Learns coached 
by Knippel were comprised of 
servicewomen, both Marines and 
Kavy, aucl wives and daughLers, 
The mix was about 50-50. 

The coach. who formed the 
women's league along wiLh Carla 
Williams and Shelley Grose, be
gan the year with 30 women with 
some interest in playing volley
baJI. 

The first few practices weeded 
out those without the competitive 
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desire Knippel was seeking and 
pared the number down to 17, 
which was divided into Lwo Learns. 

Knippel sums up his coachjng 
philosophy in one word--aggres
siveness. 

"I have to find the drive and 
draw it out to the best of their 
abilities," he explained. "The 
practice drills are not passive, 
but active, to instill agressiveness 
and to uncover hidden talent,·· 
continued the women's coach. 

"T observe a practice for a 
couple of hours and see each 
player's strong and weak points. 
'Phen r design practices Lo im
prove the weak poinl,s using 
each Learn member's abilities Lo 
help Lhe others." 

Those practices went five days 
a week for 2 to 2 1/2 hours each. 
Before the split, the women 
I.rained together and even after 
dividing into two Learns, they con
ducted certain drills together. 
Practice and scrimmages, how
ever, were kept seperale. 

Knippel, the officer in charge 
of MCAS EOD, had a difficult 
Lime coaching againsl himself 
throughout the season. On the 
sidelines he paced between the 
Lwo benches, exhorting each 

team Lo win, although he knew 
thaL was impossible. 

When one team was serving h 
would lean Lo Lhat side of the net 
to offer advice and encourage
ment. As the ball crossed Lo the
other side he leaned that wav 
and urged that Learn Lo set up 
and make a good return. 

During time outs he gave each 
team different advice, depending 
upon the situation, buL always 
gave each team equal Lime. 

"T gave each team Lhe same 
amount of support," Knippel re. 
marked. "I didu'L have a favorite 
team. The players had a lot of 
camaraderie and exhibited good 
sportmanship. There were man, 
new friendships formed. The 
wives and daughters would ha,e 
never met the servicewomen ex
cept for this league." 

To accomplish Lhe difficult 
task of coaching Lwo learns of 
women, Knippel drew upon more 
Lhan 25 years of volleyball experi
ence, both as a player and coach 
In his playing days _he pa,tici-
pa Led in intramural and regional 
competition. After Cuming his at
tention Lo leaching others the 
finer points of 1,he game, he 
coached at Camp Pendleton and 
won llth Naval District and 
West Coast Regional champion
ships five years in a row. During 
one eight-year stretch he was 
the All Marine women's coach 
six times. When he moved to Indi 
an Head, Maryland, he became 
coach of a high school girls' 
team which had a losing record 

The first year under his gui
dance the team in1proved to .500 
and became class B state champs 
the next year. 'T'wo years in a 
row Lhe learn defended its crown 
and walked away victorious. 

With tl1e playoffs over, Knippel 
will await word on his applica
tion Lo coach Lhe All Marine wo
men's volleyball team and help 
form an Air SLation men's JLearn 
for further compeLiLion. 

IJe will enjoy lhe first and third 
place lrophies his learns won for 
t.he 1988 season and try Lo reas
semble the personality he split 
for Lhal season. 
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