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Rulesregirict
political activity
for personné

DonNA MILES
American Forces Press Service

WASHINGTON — With election
activity steadily picking up, defense
officids remind members of the mili-
tary and Defense Department civil-
iansthat they’ re subject to rulesregu-
lating their involvement in political
activities.

Gone are the days when the mili-
tary posted troops at the polls after
the Civil War, an act that Steve
Epstein, director of the DoD Genera
Counsdl’s Standards of Conduct Of-
fice, said intimidated many
southerners into not voting.

Today, Epstein said two sets of
rules help protect the integrity of the
political process: a DoD directive for
active duty service members and the
Hatch Act for federa civilians. These
rules keep the military out of parti-
san politics and ensure that the
workplace remains politicaly neutra,
he said.

That's not to imply that military
members and civilian employees
can't participate in politics. Epstein

see PoLiTicAL Page5

INSIDE

King relinquishes reign
Headquarters and Headquarters
Squadron gets new commanding of -
ficer. Page 3

Marine moves pawns for Corps
Ground support equipment sergeant
on Unit Deployment Program plays
chessfor fun and Marine Corps.

Page 8

| wak uNni WEATHER

Today

Scattered T-Storms
seyd  High: 93

Saturday

Scattered T-Storms
RO High: 91

Sunday

Scattered T-Storms
"\ l‘\- H|gh 0

wWwWw.iwakuni.usmc.mil

Vikingnamed Aviator of Year

Pilot joins ranks of astronaut John Glenn; receives ticket to Blue Angels

LANCECPL.L YDIA DAVEY
Combat Correspondent

Mgj. Matthew C. Shortal, pi-
lot training officer for Marine All
Weather Fighter Attack Squad-
ron 225 was recently selected to
receive the 2004 Alfred A.
Cunningham Marine Aviator of
theY ear Award.

The award was established
by the First Marine Aviation
Force Veteran's Association in
memory of A. A. Cunningham,
the first Marine Aviator.

“I'm humbled,” said Shortdl.
“There are a lot of deserving
people out there. | think it's a
reflection of my squadron and

the reputation we' ve established
over the past couple of years.”
Shortd credits his Weapons
System Operator Maj. Anthony
Bolden, VMFA(AW)-225, and his

past peers and instructors a Marine Fighter Attack Squad-
ron 232 and Marine Fighter Attack Training Squadron 101 for

his success.

The Aviator of the Year Award is presented “in recogni-
tion of the most outstanding contribution made to Marine
aviation, whether in combat, research and development, weap-

Lance Cpl. Brian Henner
Maj. Matthew C. Shortal, pilot training officer for Marine All Weather Fighter
Attack Squadron 225, was selected for the Alfred A. Cunningham Marine
Aviator of the Year Award

rine Corps Aviation Association’s officid Web ste.
Recipients of the award include well-known aviators such as

Lt. Col. John H. Glenn Jr.

ons employment, or to overal Marine aviation, by an indi-
vidual in Marine aviation,” states www.flymcaa.org, the Ma

Marinesrescueboy fromriver

LANCECPL. DaviD REVERE
Combat Correspondent

Three Marines from the Provost
Marshal’s Office rescued a six-year-old
Japanese boy from drowning, July 18,
at approximately 5 p.m. at the Kintai
Bridge river shore.

Sgts. Mitchell B. Jones and Shaun
C.Wood, and Cpl. Randy D. Bocchi were
barbecuing near the bridge when they
heard a commotion downstream.

“We heard screaming and yelling,”
said Jones. “We stood up and went over
to investigate and were confronted by a
Japanese woman of around 50 who said
inbroken English, ‘ Sx-year-old inwater.’”

The three Marines jumped into the
river and spread out to search for the
missing child.

“We didn’'t know where to go,” said
Wood. “We fanned out and tried to
search as much area as possible.”

“We swam across the river and back
again,” Jones said. “Sgt. Wood noticed
an old man on the other side of the river
who had jumped in. Sgt. Wood got my
atention and | saw the old man lift the
child out of the water, however he was
being dragged down by the very strong
current.”

Jones and Bocchi swam back across
the river to the old man. Jones took the
child in his arms while Bocchi stabilized
his neck as they ran to the Emergency
Medical Responders waiting for them
on the shore.

After rescuing the boy, Jones went
back to hdlp the old man who was 4ill in
theriver and unableto wak. Themanwas
adso delivered to the medicd personnd.

“l guess we were just at the right
placeat theright time,” said Wood. “I'm
happy that we were there to help out.”

Wood said they would have been
able to respond faster if they had un-

Aviation has long been a part of Shortd’s life, he said.
“My dad was an F-4 Phantom pilot, so | grew up around
military aviation,” noted the Chicago native. “I remember

see AvIATOR Page 5

derstood the language.

“We did what we had to do,” said
Jones. “The undertow was nasty. It
pulled mysdf and Sgt. Wood under, but
we did what we had to do.”

The Marines were questioned by the
Japanese police and thanked by the
boy’s family.

All three Marinesreceived Navy and
Marine Corps Achievement Medals, Fri-
day.
2nd. Lt. Andrew Curran, Station
deputy provost marsha, said the Ma-
rines actions were both heroic and in-
fluentia in spreading good will to the
locd community.

“The spontaneous actions of these
brave Marines helped strengthen our
commitment and resolve to our host
country,” said Curran.

“It helped to bridge the gap between
our two countries and solidified our
dedication to work together.”
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When war becomesa computer game

CHAPLAIN STEPHEN M . COATES
Part9ina 10 part series

| am not a computer game &ficio-
nado. For those who are, | admire
their reflexes and skills. | prefer
competitions of face-to-face
athleticism — perhaps ultimate Frisbee
or tennis. Thisis not a mora judg-
ment. It issmply what | like.

| did have the chance to spend a
week at sea on afast-attack nuclear
submarine. It looked like a computer
gametome. At 10 p.m., after ten
hours of surface transit, we finaly
crossed the hundred fathom curve of
the continental shelf.

Only the images of the electronic
equipment illuminated the control
area. The horn sounded. “Dive.
Dive.” Within moments we were 500
feet below the surface of the water
with thousands more feet of water
beneath us.

During those days, | spent some
time journalizing my thoughts as | sat
near a Tomahawk missile. Isit easier
to kill from adistance? If so, isthat a
good thing? What would our enemies
conclude about us should we launch a
missile from the safety of this subma-
rine that had letha impact on their

end? Other than the inherent risk of
being “in” the ocean, | felt pretty safe.
| dept well. What a difference from
the men who served undersea in
World War II.

We do not participate in virtual
war. Virtua means existing in essence
though not in actual fact. Thereis
nothing virtua about red people
dying. Killing fellow human beings
should never fed like a game being
played using the latest advances in
technology.

We can become morally numb if we
do not acknowledge the true moral
weight of our actions. In hand-to-
hand combat, the redlity of the enemy
is obvious.

Long distance warriors must
maintain respect for the inherent worth
and dignity of their opponents. If we
dehumanize our enemy by seeing them
only as blips on a computer, we will
only have succeeded in surrendering
our own humanity.

Our technology alows us to be far
more humane through precison. We
have a heavy mora burden to fight as
clean a war as possible in minimizing
noncombatant casuaties smply
because we can. How ironic that this
same technology can threaten our

honor if we are not careful. That's
aways the way it is with our vaues.
Honor, courage and commitment
challenge us.

Time, maturity, and technology will
never lead us to a place of attainment.
We will aways have to think harder
and act nobly in accordance with new
challenges. The value of human life
endures.

That submarine was incredible.
But honestly, here' s what | remember
most: | remember ayoung man, just
recently enlisted, who attended
seminary for ayear before redlizing he
was not willing to live according to
God' smord law.

| remember a young judge advo-
cate general officer who wanted to
know how to ded with conflicting
views of truth as espoused by various
religions.

| remember sitting with a Sailor
who developed appendicitis and had
to sttle for antibiotics and pain killer
while waiting to be first off the boat
and into a waiting ambulance.

| remember praying with the
captain for his crew and for his
leadership. Nothing virtua in those
memories — just real people, rea
choices, red war.

Useof toril asasign holder not politically correct

CapT. ST.UPTON
Public Affairs Officer

When you come aboard the Air Station, you can't miss
it, when you pick up this newspaper, you see it at the top of
the front page, and when you receive your power-point
welcome-aboard command briefs, most likely the first dide
has a torii onit.

The torii, as shown in the picture, has an intended use
as an archway into a

common use of the torii? They definitely have wonderment
as to why we hang unit signs from something they consider
as religious as Westerners would consider the Christian
cross. “l get many questions from Japanese visitors to the
base as to why there are so many Torii present on this base
and some with (unit) signs hanging from them,” said Torao
Okuda, the director of the Zero Hanger Historical museum
and visitor center here.

Also aboard the Air Station here, we have the 31st Fleet

Air Wing, Japanese Maritime

Shinto shrine. When
properly used, it marks
the demarcation between
the human world and the
infinite world of the Gods.

Shinto is an ancient
Japanese religion.
Starting about 500 B.C.
(or earlier) it was origi-
naly “an amorphous mix
of nature worship, fertility
cults, divination tech-
niques, hero worship, and
shamanism.” Its name
was derived from the
Chinese words “shin tao”
(“The Way of the Gods’) in the 8th Century Calendar Era.

About 86 percent of Japanese adults follow a combina-
tion of Shinto and Buddhism, the other 14 percent are
considered to be of Christian beliefs.

So how did we go from the torii being a gateway to the
Gods to today’s common usage by the Marine Corps?
Well, that's hard to explain, said Robert V. Aquilina of the
Marine Corps Higtorical Division, “Unfortunately, we hold
no documentation in our files which makes the connection
between the Shinto conceptudization of the torii, and its
modern utilization by the Marine Corps.”

And what do the loca visitors to this base think of our

Torii like this one overlooking Lake Biwa reflect
Shinto traditions throughout Japan.

Self Defense Forces. Do they
use the torii as a unit sign
holder like almost every other
command or building aboard
this base?

“Since Japan has more than
one religion, to use the torii as a
unit sign holder would signify
government endorsement of the
Shinto religion, and we cannot
do that,” said IMSDF Fleet Air
Wing 31 public affairs officer, Lt.
Cmdr. Hisayasu Hayami.

In fact, the complete separa-
tion of Japanese religion from
politics did not occur until just
after World War |1. The Emperor was forced by the Ameri-
can Army to renounce his divinity at that time.

Overdll, the use of the torii is being overused by the
U.S. military in Asia and our use of it should be reviewed
for not only accuracy of use, but respect for the culture we
have to communicate politically (visudly), work and live in.

So is this palitical correctness striking again? Am |
attacking something that has been in place for decades? Is
every command building aboard this base a gateway
between two worlds?

Is this paper really deserving of such a name and
symbolism?

Lance Cpl. David Revere
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Avengers. back-to-back action

L ANCECPL. RuBeN D. CALDERON for the 31st Marine Expe-
Combat Correspondent ditionary Unit.
“We're here to
the
crews and pilots, July 20, for another group and the
six-month tour under the Unit Deploy- wing,” said
ment Program here. McGregor.
The Wake Island Avengers first “As well as
stomped the grounds of Iwakuni Jan. 4 the 31st
from their home base, Marine Corps Air ~ MEU and the
Station Yuma, Ariz. upcoming ex-

Marine Attack Squadron 211 rotated  support

They camewith AV8-B Harriersand  ercises
an armada of Marines and Sailors from in the
the sgquadron and Marine Aviation Lo- next
gistics Squadron 13. S i X

“It iskind of unusud to deploy con-  months”
tinuously but a deployment cycle ac- Dur-

celeration congtituted a squadron ‘flight ing  their
up’,” said Capt. Brett W. McGregor, six-month de-
VMA-211 director of safety and stan-  ployment, VMA-211
dardization. will be training with the 31st

The Marine Attack Squadron’s pri-  MEU and working together withtheUSS  rine Aircraft Wing.

mary mission here is to provide support  Essex, said McGregor.

King relinquishes reign

STORY ANDPHOTOSBY
LANCECPL. DavID REVERE
Combat Correspondent

Lt. Col. James C. Stewart assumed command of
Headquarters and Headquarters Squadron from Lt.
Cal. Philip King during a
change of command cer-
emony, Monday.

Stewart graduated with
a Bachelor of Science in
MathematicsfromtheU.S.
Naval Academy and was
commissioned a Second
Lieutenant in 1988. Upon
graduating from The Basic
Schooal, he reported to Na-
va Air Station Pensacola
for flight training. He was
designated a Naval Flight
Officerin1990.

After receiving his
wings and initid eectronic
warfare training, Stewart
reported to Navy Elec-
tronic Squadron 129, NAS
Whidbey Idand for flight
training in the EA-6B
Prowler. In 1991, he re-
ported to Navy Electronic
Attack Squadron 2 and
was assigned duties in the
operations department. In
1992, he deployed to Iwakuni for six months as part of
the Unit Deployment Program.

Upon return to CONUS, Stewart reported to Ma
rine Aviation Weapons and Tactics Squadron 1 as an
EA-6B Ingtructor and the Electronic Warfare Coordi-
nator for the Aviation Development, Tactics, and Evalu-
aion department. 1n 1995, Stewart deployed to Osan
Air base, Republic of KoreaasaLiaison Officer for the
United States Air Force.

In 1998, Stewart returned to Cherry Point, N.C., as

VMAQ-2 Electronic Warfare department head. 1n 1999,
he deployed to Aviano Airbase for Operation Allied
Force, supporting NATO air strikes in Serbia and
Montenegro. Stewart flew 87 strike flights in combat
operations against defense forces of the Republics of
the Former Yugodavia. In October, he assumed duties
asthe Operations Officer
for VMAQ-2.

In 2000, Stewart re-
ported to Combined Task
Force Fervent Archer,
Stuttgart, Germany. He
served as the deputy di-
rector and then the direc-
tor for Combined Opera-
tions. In2001, Stewart re-
ported to the Naval War
College in Newport,
Rhode Island as a stu-
dent in the College of
Naval Command and
Staff. He graduated with
diginction in 2002, earn-
ing a Masters of Science
in Nationa Security Stud-
ies.

Stewart reported to
the Aviation Department,
Headquarters Marine
Corps, in 2002 asthe elec-
tronic warfare coordina-
tor. During his tour,
Stewart directed efforts
involving EA-6B airframe sustainment and upgrades,
coordinated EA-6B operational deployments, and
served as the department’s Science and Technology
advisor.

His persona decorations include the Meritorious
Service Medal with gold star, the Air Meda-Air Heroic
with gold star and letter V', the Air Medal-Strike Flight
with numerd three, the Joint Services Commendation

Lance Cpl. David Revere
Lt. Col. Philip King passes off the colors to Lt.
Col. James Stewart during Monday's change
of command ceremony.

see KING Page5

The squadron’s  rine Corps Aviation Association’s “At-
mission is to pro-  tack Squadron of the Year” in 1995 and
vide close-air 1996. The squadron also received the
support, con-  “Chief of Naval Operations Safety
ductarmedre-  Award” in 1994, 1995 and 1996.

connais- Like many other squadrons, VMA-
sance and 211 has a grand history of worthy con-
limited air- tributions to the Marine Corps.
defense to The sguadron became known as the

Marine ex-  Wake Island Avengers because of a he-

peditionary  roic batle during World War 1.
forces. VMA-211 flew 12 Wildcats aboard

WA= the USS Enterprise for movement to
211is  Wake Idand on Dec. 8, 1941. The Japa-
only  nese attacked, destroying seven of the

one of 12 aircraft on the ground. Y et soon after,
four AV- " the remaining five planes repelled nu-

8B Harrier  merousattacks and inflicted great losses

~ Squadrons as- on the enemy.

signed to Marine The Wake Island Avengers are

Aircraft Group 13, 3rdMa  dated to participate in exercisesin Aus-

trdia, the Philippines, and Thailand.

The Avengerswereawarded theMa

NEwWS BRIEFES

GospPeEL CHoIrR OF lwaKUNI
ASSOCIATION

The association is looking for
individualsthat desire to make ajoyful
noiseuntotheL ord. If you enjoy singing,
praise dancing, playing Gospel music or
just would liketo volunteer inany form
to support this outreach ministry, call
Gunnery Sgt. Chambers at 253-2911,
Jennifer Jonesor Gunnery Sgt. Jones at
253-2097.

COLLEGES ON STATION

The registration for Term 1 for the
University of Maryland and Central
Texas College is open Aug. 2-13. Call
253-3494 or 253-3631 for details. Class
schedules can be picked up at offices of
both colleges, which arelocated onthe
first floor of the Marine and Family
Service Center next to the Crossroads
Mall.

CORRECTION

An article appearing in the July 9th
editionof theTorii Teller titled, “Marines
blast away Northern Edge "04,”
misidentified the participating unit as
MarineAviation LogisticsSquadron 11.
The ordnance Marines participating in
theexercisewerefromMALS-12.
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Marineband namesfirs femaledirector

First lieutenant is first female commissioned officer in band’s 206-year history

SUBMITTED BY
THEUNITED STATES M ARINE BAND

WASHINGTON — On Jduly 1, Staff
Sgt. Michelle A. Rakerswas commis-
sioned a firg lieutenant in the United
States Marine Corps, making her
both the first commissioned femae
officer and first female assistant
director in the 206-year history of
“The President’s Own” United States
Marine Band, the nation’s oldest
performing musical organization.

As junior assistant director, a
position she formally assumed on
July 17, Rakers will be responsible for
leading a third of the more than 500
annua public performances of “The
President’s Own”; coordinating the
band's educationa outreach pro-
grams to Washington, D.C., area
schools, and assisting the senior
leadership of “The President’s Own,”
including the Director, Lt. Cal.
Michael J. Colburn, and executive
officer, Capt. Jason K. Fettig. She
becomes part of a tradition of
leadership that includes John Philip
Sousa, the band’'s 17th Director and
most famous member.

In remarks given at the ceremony,
retired Marine Band Director Col.
Timothy W. Foley said of Rakers, “She
has more than demonstrated her

tremendous |eadership, and that
intangible quality that | believe can be
taught to conductors passion for the
music...you won't... find anybody
with more musicd talent, more gifted
leadership and more innate conduct-

very honored and privileged
to have this opportunity.”

Rakersjoined “The
President’sOwn” in 1998 asa
trumpet player, after earning
degrees from Northwestern
University in Evanston, 111,
and the University of Evans-
ville in Indiana, and perform-
ing with the Kalamazoo
Symphony in Michigan and
the Evansville Philharmonic in
Indiana. She quickly demon-
strated her talents as a
conductor with “The
President’s Own,” leading
chamber ensembles in various
concert settings for several
years. The selection process
for her commission was
rigorous, with auditions open
to any qualified musician in
the United States Marine
Corps.

The United States Marine
Band was founded in 1798.
Given the title “The
President’s Own” by Thomas
Jefferson, the Marine Band's primary
mission is unique - to provide music
for the President of the United States
and the Commandant of the Marine
Corps.

Staff Sgt. Amanda Conway
Retired Marine Band Director Colonel Timothy W. Foley and junior Assistant
Director First Lieutenant Michelle A. Rakers in front of the portrait of 17th
Director John Philip Sousa, after the ceremony making her the first commis-
sioned officer in the history of “The President’s Own.”

ing ability than she has”

Upon her commission, Rakers said,
“I don't teke it lightly that 1 am now an
officer in the U.S. Marine Corps, and
... that | am now an assistant director
for the greatest band in the world. I'm

Compensation, counseling available to
veterans victimized by sexual assault

Miki KarPLAN, MA
Victim Advocate
Marine and Family Counseling Services

Recently, there has been increased publicity
regarding the issue of sexua assaults involving
active duty members of the military. Regrettably,
only approximately 16 percent of the cases are ever
reported. As a result, the vast mgjority of victims
never receive counseling and many go on to
develop psychological aftereffects of the trauma
they experienced.

This can include such things as avoiding places
or objects associated with the event, depression,
suicidal thoughts, alcohol and substance abuse,
recurring and intrusive thoughts, nonspecific health
problems, and problems in intimate and interpersonal
relationships. Victims of rape, domestic violence,
stalking, and physical assault often fed anger,
anxiety, embarrassment, fear, and emotiona instabil-
ity as aresult of their experiences.

“It is very important for victims of sexual trauma
to know there is help available,” said Ken Saunders,
Veteran Affairsrepresentativefrom MCB Camp S.D.
Butler, Okinawa.

Fortunately for veterans, the Department of
Veteran Affairs (VA) understands and is sensitive to

the issues affecting victims of sexual trauma. First,
confidential counseling, treatment, and related
health care services are available at VA medical
facilities. This care is available to digible
veterans regardless of whether the
incident that caused it was ever
reported. Secondly, the VA may
pay compensation for
disabilities or injuries
resulting from sexua
trauma that occurred
while serving on active
duty. Disability compen-
sation is provided based (]
on the severity of the
service-connected
disability. Once aclam is
filed, each case is reviewed
and a decision is made
based on the specific
circumstances involved.
Unfortunately, most victims of
sexua trauma fail to talk about what
happened to them, let alone seek profes- counsdling, and counsdling for victims
siona help. They may be embarrassed or may have of sexual assault. The Marine & Family Counseling
concerns about confidentidity. They often fail to see  Services office is open Monday through Friday, 8
any benefit in talking to someone about experiences  am. to 5 p.m. in room 210 of Building 411.

that occurred in the past. VA counselors know and
understand. They also know problems associated
with the aftereffects of sexual trauma can be suc-
cessfully treated.
For more information, please
contact Miki Kaplan at Marine
and Family Counsdling
Servicesat 253-4526.
Veterans who have
experienced sexual
assault may also
obtain support and
information from the

VA a 800-827-1000 or

the Center for Women

Veterans at http:/

www1.va.gov/
womenvet.

Base personnel, and
family members are also
entitled to free and confi-
dentid persona and family
counseling, substance abuse
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L ancerscarry tradition of great warriors

L ANCECPL.L YDIA DAVEY
Combat Correspondent

Standing tall among
history’s greatest warriors are
lancers — cavalrymen armed
only with lances, pistols and
bravery.

Polish lancers, employed in
the service of Napoleon
Bonaparte, were some of the
most feared cavdry in the
emperor’ sarmies. ]

British, Irish and Australian -
lancers were aso known as

family and friends in the
states, but are also often away
from their homes herein
Iwakuni.”

The squadron is good at
meeting challenges, said
Maor.

“Our squadron meets daily
challenges by way of profes-
sona and constant training,
teamwork, mentoring and
qudity leadership,” Mgjor
dated. “On adaly basis, we
try to improve our productiv-
ity and performance from the

fierce and intelligent warriors
throughout Europe, North
America, Africaand Australia.

Today, Marine Fighter
Attack Squadron 212 carries the name “Lancers’ as
a tribute to the squadron’s fighting spirit.

The squadron is also unique because it is the
only Marine fighter squadron permanently forward
deployed, said Capt. Michad Mgor, VMFA-212
historian.

“Our overal mission here in Jgpan is to provide a
defensive presence to counter any offensive threats
in the Western Pacific towards the United States and
our dlies” said Mgor.

Countering threats is something the squadron
has been doing for many years, states the squadron
Web site (www.iwakuni.usme.mil/units/212/212.htm).

Since its establishment March 1, 1942, the
sguadron has participated in every major conflict
since World War Il — with the exception of Operation
Iragi Freedom in 2003, noted Mgor.

Photo courtesy of VMFA-212
An F/A-18C Hornet tears through the sky on a routine flight. The Hornet is an all-
weather attack aircraft as well as a fighter.

During World War 11, the squadron deployed to
the South Pecific and “took part in campaigns in the
New Hebrides, New Caledonia, Guadalcanal, as well
as operations off of Midway, Esprit Santo, Treasure
Idand, Russdll Idands, Bougainville, Raboul and the
Philippines,” according to the Web site,

Later on, the squadron also fought in the Korean
War, the Vietnam War and Operations Desert Shield
and Desart Storm.

Today, the squadron is permanently stationed
here.

However, this location doesn’'t mean any less
involvement, said Mgor.

“On a daily basis our Marines make us incredibly
proud to be Lancers,” noted Mgor. “We detach
from Iwakuni up to four or five times a year, which
means that the Lancers are not only away from their

day prior in the most positive
way possible”

Magor credits the squadron’s
success to its Marines.

“Our maintainers have shown incredible flexibil-
ity to be able to pick up and move shop anywhere in
West Pac and be as proficient asif they were herein
Iwakuni,” said Mgor. “Our pilots are totaly devoted
to training throughout West Pac in preparation for a
counterattack against any hostile threat anywhere.”

The squadron’s readiness is aided by newer gear,
stated Mgjor.

“We recently received newer, higher performing
F/A-18C Hornets with many improved systems
which will make our squadron’s defense capability
the best it has ever been,” said Mgor. “Addition-
ally, we have received a new smulator which will
allow for better flight preparation and more produc-
tive training in the air and on the ground.”

The squadron settled permanently at Iwakuni in
the spring of 1997.

AviATOR from Page 1

going as a kid to see the Blue Angels.”
Shorta received notification of his
selection for the A.A. Cunningham
award July 9th. But that date was spe-
cia for another reason too - Shortal was
offered a place with the select group of
pilots he had watched as a child.
“These two totally unrelated events
both happened on the same day,” said
Shortal. “I’'m very, very excited at the

prospect of acting as the Marine Corps
F/A-18 representative for the [Blue An-
gels] team.”

Thirty-six combat missonsand train-
ing at the Naval Fighter Weapons
School- “TOPGUN,” and the MAWTS-
1 Weapons and Tactics Instructor
Course have been instrumental in pre-
paring Shortd for the postion.

“It's a big honor to represent the
Marine Corps and to get the opportu-
nity to help recruit Navy and Marine

Corps personnel,” noted Shortal. “We'll
also showcase nava aviation not only
to America, but to the world. Approxi-
mately 15 million people each year see
the Blue Angels perform.”

After his tour with the Blue Angels,
Shortal hopes to focus on his family and
enjoying life at a dower pace.

Shortal has accumulated more than
2,200 flight hours.

His decorations include the Strike/
Flight Air Medal with numera three and

combat “V”, Navy and Marine Corps
Commendation Meda with combat “V,”
Navy and Marine Corps Achievement
Meda with gold star in lieu of second
award, National Defense Medal with
bronze star in lieu of second award,
Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal,
Korean Defense Service Medal, Sea Ser-
vice Deployment Ribbon with bronze
star in lieu of second award, and several
unit awards.

PoLiTicaL fromPagel

said DoD encourages both groups to register to vote and
vote as they choose, and to urge others to vote. Both
groups can sign nominating petitions for candidates and
express their personal opinions about candidates and is-
sues — but only if they don’t do so as representatives of
the armed forces. Also, al federal employees can make
contributions to political organizations or candidates.
Beyond that, the list of dos and don’ts differs widdly, de-
pending on whether the employee is an active-duty ser-
vice member, arank-and-file Civil Service employee, apo-
litical appointee or member of the career Senior Executive
Service, Epstein said.

Of al DoD employees, the men and women in uniform
have the most restrictions regarding political activity, he
explained. A 1993 revison to the Hatch Act freed most
Civil Service employees to engage in political activities
outside the workplace that were once forbidden, although
many restrictions still apply.

For example, service members as well as government
civilians can attend political meetings or ralies. Military

members can attend only as spectators and not in uniform.
They’re not permitted to make public political speeches,
sarve in any officia capacity in partisan groups, or partici-
pate in partisan political campaigns or conventions.

On the other hand, civilian employees governed by the
Hatch Act may be active in and speak before political gath-
erings or serve as officers of politica parties or partisan
groups. They also are permitted to manage campaigns,
distribute literature, write political articles or serve as a
spokesperson for a party or candidate.

Military members generally aren't permitted to cam-
paign for a political office. Civilian employees are, as long
as it's a nonpartisan election.

While the dos and don’'ts concerning politica activity
may vary, Epstein said the basic rules hold true for al DoD
workers. They can't use their position to influence or in-
terfere with an election. And they can never engage in
politica activity on the job, in a government vehicle, or
while wearing an officia uniform.

More details about restrictions on DoD military and
civilian employees political activities are posted on the
DoD Web site.

KinG from Page 3

Medal, the Navy Marine Corps Com-
mendation Meda with gold star, and the
Navy Marine Corps Achievement
Medal.

Stewart ismarried to U.S. Air Force
Capt. Brittany Stewart.

King, along with wife Philicia,
daughters Jessica and Elizabeth, and
son Matthew, will move on to the Ma
rine Aviation Training Support Group in
Pensacola, Fla.

“I think 1 have an enormous set of
shoes of fill,” Stewart said. “He has
done an amazing job here in counter
chemical warfare aspects, anti terrorism
force protection training, and support-
ing ongoing operations for the global
war on terrorism. 1t's an enormous trib-
ute to what he has accomplished here.”
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Climbing-past the clouds, Mount Fuji hikers are privileged to views of stunning scope and beauty.
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Adventurersquest for Fuji

STORY ANDPHOTOSBY
LANCECPL. DAVID REVERE
Combat Correspondent

old, sandy wind attacks you from

al directions, threatening your
precarious position atop the volcanic
rock, 12,388 feet above the sea. Y our
ears are numb; your eyes are stinging,
yet what a lesser person might
consder hdl is your heaven. -You look

“It's quite a feeling being above
the clouds,” said Lance Cpl. Jonathan
Chorle, Headquarters and Headquar-
ters Squadron tactical data network
specialist. “It's one of those experi-
ences that you have to do yoursdlf to
fully understandit.”

Chorle recently completed the
climb as part of an expedition from the
Station.

“It was harder than | thought,” -

operator. Despite unpredictable, cold
westher, Vilakis made most of the
ascent in sandals and Hawaiian
shorts. Sleeping in a small hut near
the top of the mountain, he waited
until next morning's sunrise to summit.
“The view was breathtaking,” he

said. “Up there you could see
everything.” It's worth doing because

" it's the tallest mountain in Japan and
it's a volcano, - It's something no one
should really miss.”

- With a‘fordable; lodging on the

mountain and numerous tOUI’S,

- induding three expexitions from-the

Stetion a year, Station residents have
little-excuse to miss the opportunlty-

Mount Fuji is officidly open for -

- dlimbing during July and August via -

- said. “Your heart pounds more and . several routes. Climbers usually

. out over the horizon-to see the sun - Chorle said. . “We tarted oOff with alot
= peaking above distant mountains, of energy, but towards the end we -
painting the clouds with breathtaking = - were just working off determination.”
A . . strokes of pink and orange. Congratu- Despite the high-altitude,-Chorle
8 e |lations,-you're on top of the world. . .- recommended the experience for
B e There's a reason hundreds of -~ .~ -anyone. .
. y = thOU$nds of people journey from al “The hl_gher you-go, the more -
. 1 . pa“ts of the world every year tomake-. - strength you need to drm'b " Chorle
n o the gpproximate six-mileclimbup
- e e iie e Mount Fuu" As the tallest -mountan in  you get alittle foggy in the brain, but
u o i A Japan it offers one of the best views you can definitd'y doit. Therewasa

- “on earth. It is not surprising that this
: - ost pefecty shaped LWJ:{Q
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okyo: cultural heart of Japan
[okyo: cultural h ap
SrORY ANDPHOTOSBY
LANCECPL. DavID REVERE
Combat Correspondent

Tokyo, a symbol of Japanese
€conomic success, is a sprawling
megalopolis off the Pacific coast of
Honshu island.

According to the Columbus World
City Guide, the city was founded in
1590 as Edo, the capitd of the
shoguns, the rulers of Japan and
commanders of the Japanese army.
Edo boasted a vibrant culture.
Massive pleasure quarters, theatres
and cherry blossoms were immortal-
ized in the Japanese woodblock prints
of the time.

Following the fdl of the shoguns
in 1867, the city was renamed Tokyo
and became the capitd, herdding its
place as the showpiece of the country.

The spirit of the old Edo survives
today in city-sized districts of karaoke,
cinemas, shot bars and bathhouses.
Traditional Kabuki thestre continues
to thrive along with opera, balet and
symphonic performances.

“Thereé'salot of sitesto seeand a
lot of higtory,” said Lance Cpl.
Jonathan Chorle, Headquarters and
Headquarters Squadron tactical data
network specidist. Chorle recently
vigted the city, touring the Imperial
Palace and enjoying some Japanese
cuisine.

“| tried some Japanese blowfish,”
said Chorle. “There's definitely an
element of risk to it, but it's a unique
Japanese experience that | recommend
everyone try.”

According to the Columbus World
City Guide, the city is home to
approximately 60,000 restaurants and
the world's largest fish market. From
bowls of steaming ramen noodles to
dices of sashimi, chefs offer the
freshest produce and presentation is
elevated to an art form.

Many foreigners may not be
inclined towards delicacies so exotic

to their western
tastes, but they’ll
fed right a homein
night club districts
such as Roppongi,
where bars and
restaurants geared
toward Americans
and Europeans pack
the streets.

“There'salot of
western influence
throughout Tokyo,”
sad Yoko Seo,
Station cultural
adaptation special-
ist. “There are many
places where you look at the buildings
and streets and you cannot recognize
it as Japan.”

Seo said Tokyo's wide mixture of
people a'so makes it a center for
fashion and marketing toward today’s
young people.

“Fads aways come and go
throughout the city,” she said. “By
the time we start wearing it herein

Tokyo’s Shibuya district is a center for new fash-
ion in Japan.

Iwakuni, they have aready started
something more exciting in Tokyo.”

Seo said despite modernization,
many people gill continue to live thelr
lives in the traditiona Japanese ways,
giving the city a deeply historica
flavor.

“Wherever you go, you will see so
many different kinds of people,”
Chorle said. “People are friendly and

-. R
A store promoter gives directions
to two potential clients.

try to help you out as much as they
can.”

Whatever the cultura tastes of the
Tokyo bound traveler, arich and
diverse experience is guaranteed.

Out THE GATE

Note: Japanese who do not
speak English may answer the
phone number s provided.

Hikari Fireworks

Thefireworkswill beperformed
at Mitaral bay in Murozumi, Hikari
City, Saturday, 8-9 p.m. It will be
cancelled in case of inclement
weather. For moreinformation, call
0833-72-1400.

.P_Tokuyama Summer Festival

A festival will be held along

Heiwa Boulevard, near the JR
Tokuyama station in Shunan City,
Saturday, 5-10 p.m. Events, such as
Japanese dance, band performance
and mikoshi (sacred palanquin) pa-
rade, are scheduled. 1t will be can-
celled in case of inclement weather.
Cadll 0834-31-3000for details.

Kangen Festival and Lantern Pa-
rade

There will beaMonarchial Age
Festival held at Miygjima Island
Monday. A ceremony startsat 4 p.m.
at theltsukushimashrine. Colorfully
decorated boatswill leavetheshrine
around 5 p.m. to cruise along the

coast. They will come back to the
Nagahama shrine around 8 p.m. to
start alanternparade. Admissionfee
Isrequired to enter the Itsukushima
shrine. Call 0829-44-2020 for de-
tails.

Fun Hips Wrestling Competition

The Kono community in Otake
City islooking for children and adults
to participatein the competitionsfor
the Hips Wrestling in the Ryougoku
Summer Festival, Aug. 28, 4:.50 p.m.
Admissionisfree. For moreinfor-
mation or to sign-up, call the Public
Affairs Office at 253-5551 by
Wedneday.
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To submit your ads or announcements: Torii Teller
accepts ads/announcements from nonprofit organizations
and groups only. Briefs run on space-available and time-

Toril TELLER CLASSIFIED ADS

priority basis. Deadline for briefs is noon Thursday. Torii
Teller reserves the right to edit to fit space. Stop by
Building 1, Room 216 to fill out a form.

AUTOMOBILES

Mazda SUV, 1993, full size,
4WD, P/W, PIL, sunroof,
runs good, looks O.K.,
only 1 week left and will
be turned over to MCCS
due to PCSing, make of-
fer, ICI until July 2005. Call
Derrick Roby at 253-4755
dwh or 253-2989 awh.

Nissan Terrano, 1991,
PCSing, must sell ASAP,
new tires/battery, JCI un-
til Aug. 2004, $500 obo.
Call Sgt. Thomas at 253-
6465 dwh or 253-2168 af -
ter 5p.m.

Suzuki Escudo, 1994, 4x4,
A/C, CD, P/W and PIL,
Rhino Racks included,
good family car, great for
camping and touring Ja-
pan, JCI until June 2005,

$2,500. Call 253-6199 dwh
or 32-5259 awh.

BMW 320i, 1989, 4 door,
black, road tax is paid, P/
W, PIL, A/C, CD player,
pre-inspection, no current
JCI, approximately JCI will
cost $3,000-$3,500, $500.
Call Lt. Andy Hayes at
253-3104 dwh or 253-2202
awh.

Toyota Windom, 1992, 4
door, paid $2,500 nine
months ago, owner had to
leave POA, JCI until April
2005, $1,200. Cdl J. Stroup
at 253-6293 dwh or 31-
8422 awh.

OTHER ITEMS

Misc., Graco Double
Stroller, blue and yellow
plaid, front and back re-

clining seats, perfect con-
dition, easy to push, only
used to go home on leave,
paid $140 in MCX, $90.
Cal Tonya Gogol at 253-
4708 dwh or 253-2429 awh.

Misc., Sharp 1,000 watt
microwave, $75. Call
TamraBarker at 253-2273.

Misc., maternity clothes,
sizes medium to large;
boys clothes, sizes 0-3T,;
boys' shoes, 1-8. Call Tina
at 253-2498 before 8 p.m.

Misc., GE washer, $50;
light wood computer
desk, $25. Call 253-6199
dwh or 32-5259 awh.

WANTED

Misc., gas grill, washer
and dryer. Call Tamra

Barker at 253-2273.

JOB OPENINGS

CHRO (253-6828)

Clinic:

—Social Worker

—Occupational
Nurse

MCCS:

—Financial Fitness Coun-
selor

L ogistics:

—Supply Management
Officer

DECA:

—Sales Store Checker (Stu-
dent Temporary Employ-
ment Program)

Health

MCCS (253-3030)

(The following jobs are

open at MCCS Personnel)

MCCS Job Listing:

—Secretary, Business Op-
erations Administra-

tion, civilian only

—Leisure Travel Assis-
tant, ITT, civilian only

—Catering Manager, Club
lwakuni

—Executive Chef, Club
Iwakuni

—Food Service Worker,
School Cafeteria, civilian
only

—Food Service Worker,
Auto Mini Mart, civilian
only

—Program  Assistant,
CDC, civilian only

—Program Assistant, CDC

—Operations Assistant,
Sakura Theater, civilian
only

—Computer Operator, I.T.

—Equipment Inventory
Assistant, Mainte-
nance, civilian only

—Personnel Technician,
Personnel Office

—Personnel Assistant,
Personnel Office, civil-
ian only

Continuously Open Jobs

Business Operations Di-
vision

Retail Branch:

—Senior Sales Associate

—Sales Clerk

—Retail Operations Assis-
tant

—Store Worker

—Laborer

—Food Service Worker,
Auto Mini Mart

Food & Hospitality:

—Club Operations Assis-
tant

—D Checker

—Waiter/Waitress

—Food Service Worker

Services Branch:

—Retail Operations Assis-
tant

—Car Rental/Service Sta-
tion Attendant

—Car/Washer/Laborer

—Recreation Attendant

Semper Fit Division

Athletics Branch:

—Rec. Operations Assis-
tant

—Rec. Assistant

—Rec. Attendant

—Lifeguard

Marine Lounge SMP,
Sakura Theater:

—Recreation Operations
Assistant

—Food Service Worker

Health Promotions
Branch:

—Recreation Attendant

M ovie ScHEDULE SPDER-MaN2 .
Y our friendly neighborhood Spider-Man RIDAY
FRIDAY returnsin the sequel to the record-breaking 12p.m. Spider-Man2(PG-13)
11am./5p.m. Welcome To Mooseport (PG) blockbuster movie debut for Marvel Com- 7p.m. Breskin' All TheRules(PG-13)
ics flagship character. Tobey Maguirereturns
2pm./8p.m. Barbershop 2 (PG-13) as Peter Parker, the nerd-turned-hero, to face 10p.m. Anchorman(PG-13)
11pm/5am. GhostWorld (R) i new threatsto New Y ork City and the people
2am. Courage Under Fire (R) he loves. (127 minutes)
- SATURDAY
SATURDAY .
11am/5p.m. LikeMike (PG) 1pm. MQ&]GIFlS(PG—lB)
2 p.m./8 p.m. Stuck OnYou (PG-13) 4p.m. SpiderMan2(PG-13)
11p.m/5am. LostInTrandation (R) 7p.m. TheTermind (PG-13)
SUNDAY — .
Raised in the African bush country by
121 a.m.//g p-m. _I?(re]terMPa}nétPG)PG her zoologist parents, Cady Heron thinks SUNDAY
p-m/Sp.m. eMagesiic (PG) she knows about “survival of the fittest.” .
11p.m/5am. LoveActudly (R) But the law of the jungle takes on awhole 4p.m. Spqu Man2(PG-13)
2am. TheOrder (R) new meaning when the home-schooled 15- 7p.m. Breekin' All TheRules(PG-13)
MonNDAY year-old enters public high school for the
11am./5p.m. Cannonball Run 2 (PG) first time and falls prey to the psychol ogicel MONDAY
2p.m./8p.m. Against The Ropes(PG-13) warfare and unwritten social rulesthat teen- i
11 p.m/5am. OldSchool (R) age girlsface today. (97 minutes) 12p.m. NewYo_rk Minute(PG)
2am. 40DaysAnd 40 Nights(R) 7p.m. MeanGirls(PG-13)
T uEsDAY
11am./5p.m. Cheaper By The Dozen (PG) TUESDAY
121pr-)r21-//85 %m :\D/'g;?gnz '?Sidy (PG-13) New York M INUTE 7p.m. NewY ork Minute(PG)
2am. Al About T Byaris (4 o Chon amey N York e Weoneeon
WEDNESDAY 17-year-old sisters Jane and Roxanne Ryan, :
11am./5p.m. Brother Bear (G) adversaries who begrudgingly journey to- 12p.m. MeanGirls(PG-13)
2p.m./8p.m. Along Came Polly (PG) gether from their Long |sland hometo New 7p.m. Soul Plane(R)
11 p.m./5am. Hope Springs(PG-13) Y ork City, where meticuloudy prepared over-
2am. Boyz ‘N TheHood (R) achiever Jane is due to deliver a speech to
T HURSDAY qualify for a prestigious college scholarship T HURSDAY
11am./5p.m. NormaRae(PG) abroad. (86 minites) 7p.m. Breskin' All TheRules(PG-13)
2p.m./8p.m. MonalLisaSmile (PG-13)
1l1p.m/5am. Glory (PG-13)
2am. ColdMountain (R) This schedule is submitted by the Sekura Thester and is subject to change. For show times call the Sakura Thester a 253-5201.
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ComMMUuNITY BRIEFS

CoMMUNITY BRIEFS

EbucATION

Test Schedule
Tuesdays/Fridays - CLEP,
DSST
Thursday -DLAB
August 9-DLPT
August 11-ACT
August 18-AFCT
August 19-EDPT

For more information call
253-3855.

selors: Sept. 28-29, 8am.to 4
p.m. For more information and
nomination, cal 253-6828 or
send email to shiomuram,jp@
iwakuni.usmc.mil. Classes will
be held a Building one, Room

102.

MCCS

CRMC Classes (253-6439)

view: Tuesday, 9-10:30am.

CHRO

CHRO Training

B New EmployeesOrienta-
tion: Tuesday and Wednesday,
8am.to4:30 p.m.

B RESUMIX: Aug. 11, 9:30-
10:30am.

B EEOUpdateFar EEO Coun-

CHAPEL

Roman Catholic

11:30am.to 1 p.m.

ployment: Thursday, 1-3 p.m.

am.to4:30p.m.

Aug. 12, 1-3 p.m.

SERVICES

Saturday 4:30p.m. Confession
530pm. Mass
Sunday 9:30am. Mass
10:45am. CCD
Protestant
Sunday 8am. Non-Denominational Christian
Wor ship Service
9:30am. Sunday School/
Adult Bible Felowships
1lam. Gospel Worship Service

Cooperative Chapel Ministries

3rd Saturday 8am.

Men’sFelowship Breakfast

LAY LED SERVICES

Church of Christ

Sunday 9:30am. Bible Study
10:30am. Worship Service

Wednesday 7p.m. Bible Study

Jesus Christ Apostolic

Sunday 12:30p.m. Worship Service

Thursday 6:30p.m. Bible Study

Seventh-Day Adventist

2nd & 4th Saturdays

9:30am.
Jewish
Every other Friday

6:30 p.m.

Latter Day Saints

Sabbath School/Worship

Shabbat

Sunday lpm. Priesthood/RS Meeting
2p.m. Sunday School
3p.m. Sacrament

For information regarding divine services, religious
education or any other Command Religious Program/
Chapd activity, call the Station Chapel at 253-5218.

B L ocal Employment Over-
B Hello USA: Wednesday,
B 10 Steps To Federal Em-

B Transtion AssistancePro-
gram Seminar: Aug.12-16, 8

B Job Interview SKillsClass:

Club Iwakuni (253-5416)

B All Ranks Hip-Hop And
Rhythm & BluesDanceParty:
Today, 8 p.m. in the Club Bal-
room.

MCX (253-5641)

B Devil Dog Tuesdays: Every
Tuesday, 11 am. to 2 p.m., cus-
tomers at the Marine Corps Ex-
change 7-Day Store can receive
one free hot dog per person.

B Back to School Sale: Now
through Sunday purchase
school supplies at discount
prices. Tuesday though Aug. 13
enjoy a sale of apparel and
shoes.

Youth Center

B School AgeCareDay Camp:
Aug. 23-27,6:30am.t05:30p.m.
Let the Y outh Center know one
week advance if your child will
be attending. Many activities
are scheduled.

Teen Center (253-6454)

B KeystoneMeeting: Every
Friday, 57 p.m.

B Monthly Birthday Party:
Saturday, 3-5 p.m.

B SM.ART.Girls Meeting:
Sunday, 3-5 p.m.

B Mirokuno Park: Aug. 6, 8
am.to8p.m.

Single Marine Program
(253-3891)
B Chichiyasu Water Park:

Aug. 8, 10 am. $10 transporta-
tion. Bring extra yen for admis-
son and food.

B Pool & SpadesTournament:
Aug. 15, 6 p.m. Great prizesfor
first, second and third place
winners.

B Dinner Night Out - Sushi!:
Aug. 20, 6 p.m. $10 transporta-
tion, plus extra yen for dinner.

Kids Day Expo

Saturday, 12-4 p.m. at the Cross-
roads Mdl Amphitheater, Main
Outdoor Pool and Friendship
Park. Bring your child’'s swim
suit. Enjoy free entertainment
and air bouncers and carnival
food for a smal fee. Cdl 253-
5543 for more details.

Women’s Support Group

We are planning a support
group for women who are jug-
gling roles being a military
spouse, struggling with
parenting issues, and having
trouble when their spouse is
deployed. Call 253-4526 for
more information.

Healthy Cooking Mexican
Syle

Aug. 10, 6:30-8:30 p.m. Opento
al the Station residents. Chil-
dren under 18-years-old must be
accompanied by an adult. Class
is held in the IronWorks Gym
WEéllness Kitchen. Sign-up for
$5. Call 253-3696 for detalls.

I ntercultural Couples Group

This group is open to dl inter-
cultural couples and is in-
tended to be a fun, positive at-

mosphere in which to explore
cultura differencesand/or chal-
lenges in relationships. We will
be meeting every other Tues
day, 6-8 p.m. Cal 253-4526 for
more details.

COMMUNITY

Crime Stoppers

If you have any information
pertaining to a crime please call
“Crime Stoppers’ at 253-3333.
Crime Stoppersis an answering
service designed for anony-
mous callersto give information
that would assist the Provost
Marsha’s Office in solving and
preventing crime.

Thrift Store

The Thrift Store is open Mon-
days from 10 am. to 1 p.m.,
Wednesdays from 5-7 p.m. and
the last Saturday of each month
from 9 am. to 12 p.m. in Build-
ing 1117, located next to the
Chapel. Volunteers and dona-
tions are aways welcome. Call
253-4721 for more information.

[wakuni Toastmasters
Toastmasters (TM) Interna-
tiona provides an excdllent op-
portunity to learn and practice
proper public spesking and in-
valuable leadership skills. The
TM experience also |ooks very
good on your resume. The class
meets every 2nd Thursday
evening and 4th Friday at lunch.
Japanese with intermediate or
better English skills are wel-
come. Call Sallie Donahue at
253-5328 for more information.

Station awar dscontractors

The Yoshin Kensetsu Company, Ltd. was given an award in recognition of
exemplary sustained safety performance from October 2002 to July 2004 com-
peting more than 100,000 man-hours with zero loss-time accidents. The pri-
vate contractors performed numerous construction on the Station. The award
was given to Yoshifumi Sakamoto by Adm. Gary Engle.

-

)
=

Lance Cpl. Ruben D. Calderon
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Marinemovespawnsfor Corps

Banshees’ sergeant plays chess for Marine Corps and himself

LANCeECPL. RuBeN D. CALDERON
Combat Correspondent

The sounds of the EA-6B Prowler
engines blare through the airstrip and echo
in the hangars. Depending on the westher,
the open hangar could be considered an
igloo in the winter or an oven in the summer.

Through it dl, Sgt. Sema Sebwe, Marine
Tactical Electronic Warfare Squadron 1
ground support equipment representative,
gts in a corner with his chess board and
contemplates the next move of a chess
piece.

“The game of chessis like the game of
life. One must think of strategies and the
consequences of their next move,” said
Sebwe, member of the Marine Corps chess
team.

The Staten Idand, N.Y ., native has been
thinking of his next move since 1997. That
was the year the Liberia born Marine first
played the game of chess.

“I got into the game while | was in
college. When | was first introduced to it, |
was like “Wow! | love this” said Sebwe.

What drew Sebwe into the game was the
fact that the game made him think deep and
hard, and concentrate on the next move.

The dlure for his beloved game grew
and six years after he moved his first pawn,
Sebwe made the Marine Corps Chess Team.

“We played at Kieder Air Force Base, Miss,, said
Sebwe. “ There were six of usin total that made the
team. We played against the Army, the Air Force and
the Navy.

“It was highly competitive but a very good
experience,” said Sebwe.

This is not the firgt time that Sebwe has played
competitively. According to Sebwe, being in the
Marine Corps Chess Team mean that one must aso
be a member of the United States Chess Federation.

“1’ve been amember for quite some time. Being
part of that organization, it alows me the chance to
compete against other chess players,” Sebwe said.

“I’ve had some really good competition.”

Through wins and losses, Sebwe continues to
strive to be a better chess player.

“It's more than just a hobby to me; it's alove. |
constantly read books and magazines to improve
my game. | think of new strategies when | play
against opponents or even myself,” said Sebwe. “I
haven't quite mastered the game ... yet. But | know
[ will.”

Sebwe said, whenever he has the chance, he is
always perfecting his game.

“He's been in the squadron for about two years
and we always see him play chess. That's al the man
does. He loves the game. He even plays against

Lance Cpl. Ruben D. Calderon

Sgt. Sema Sebwe, VMAQ-1 ground support equipment representative, spends his free time at his
work space playing the game of chess. Sebwe recently returned from Kiesler Air Force Base, Miss.,

as team player of the Marine Corps Chess Team.

himself,” said Sgt. Asdrubal A. Atehortua, VMAQ-1
power line technician.

“During deployments, it's difficult to focus on a
game. Whenever | get back to (Marine Corps Air
Station) Cherry Point (N.C.), | spend most of my free
time playing,” said Sebwe.

“It'sapart of me and so is being in the Marine
Corps,” Sebwe said.
“People don’'t aways picture a Marine being a chess
player. | like the fact that | can be a Marine and play
chess for the Marines.”

More information on chess and playing for the
Marine Corps Chess Team can be found at
militarychess@ yahoo.com.

Y ouTH SKATE NIGHT

| WAKUNI SPORTS SCENE

Youth Sports and the Teen Center is hosting Skate Night at the
MAC Dome, every Thursday 6-8 p.m. Children under 10-years-old
must be accompanied by an adult. All children must wear helmetsand
wrist guards. Knee pads and el bow pads are highly recommended. Call
253-3239for moredetails.

MCAS WoMEN'S SOFTBALL TEAM

The team is looking for players. If there are enough players, the
team may competein the Firecracker Tournament in Kadena, Okinawa
inlate August. For details, call 253-3239.

BowLING ELECTIONS
Thelwakuni Inter-Service Bowling Associationwill beholding elec-
tionsof officersand board membersfrom Aug 16-22.

Nominationswill betaken from July 29 - Aug 11. Nomination sheets
may befilled out at the South Side bowling alley during normal hours.
Election ballotswill beavailablefor voting during thevoting period.
Current ABC membersmay be nominated for board positions. Current
ABC members may vote for board members. For further details or
guestions contact Paul Hudson [ SBA President 253-2743.

ANNUAL STABLEFORD TOURNAMENT
Sunday, 7 a.m. showtimeand 7:30 a.m. shotgun. Stableford scoring
applies. Call 253-3402 for moredetails.

THREE- TO-FOUR-MAN VOLLEYBALL TOURNAMENT

Coaches meet Aug. 10, 10 am. in the IronWorks Gym Wellness
Room for the tournament on Aug. 21. For moreinformation, call 253-
4605.
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Allan S. Snow, five-year wrestler, is taken down by Andre C. Dixon, 21-year wrestler, as the two Marines do a speed drill during tryouts for the

Marine Corps Wrestling Team.

Marinesbattlefor Corps top team

STroRY AND PHOTOSBY
LAaNceECPL. RuBen D. CALDERON
Combat Correspondent

Two people circle around on a mat, crouched
with their arms tucked closely to their bodies but
fingers spread and tensed. Then the clinching of
their bodies. looking for an opening to get a hold.

The sport of wrestling can trace its origins 15,000
years ago through illustrations found in caves in
France. In Babylon, relics depict wrestlers using
holds and takedowns much like today’s sport. It too
held a mgor place in legend and literature in ancient
Greece and was the top contest of the Olympic
Games of thetime.

“It's a sport very much like how gladiators use to
battle,” said Andre C. Dixon, 21-year wrestler.
“Nobody can help you. It's just you and your
opponent.”

Present day, it is very much a part of American
pop culture. It is a sport which high schools and
colleges take just as serious as football or basket-
ball.

And it is a sport that the Marine Corps accom-
modates through the Marine Corps Wrestling Team.

Tryouts for the team are being held 7-9
p.m. on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays
a the IronWorks Gym basketball courts.

Sheena Dowd, wrestler for the team and
coordinator for the tryouts here, evaluates
recruits for the team.

“The Marines that try out have experi-
ence, from high school and college and are
familiar with the different styles of wres-
tling,” said Dowd.

There are three basic styles of wrestling:
Collegiate, Greco-Roman and freestyle.
Freestyle and Greco-Roman are contested on
worldwide levels. Callegiate is a style

Allan S. Snow and Brandon J. Zimmer are

_ _ _ some of the contenders for the Marine
particular in North America (More common at Corps Wrestling Team tryouts.

colleges and universties, high schools, and athletic

clubs.)

The Marine Corps Wrestling Team not only
competes against other services, but it also com-
petes against colleges and universities, said Dowd.

“Marine wrestlers have aso participated in the

Olympic Games,” added Dowd.

But before Marines can serve their country at the
Olympics as wrestlers, they must firgt tryout and

attend a conditioning camp in Quantico, Va
“It'slike a training camp where Marines are

evaluated,” said Dowd. “They stay there, in

Quantico, for four to six months and train.”

Dixon has been affiliated with wrestling since the
age of 7. The 28-year-old is looking forward to be a

part of the team.

“I love wrestling and it's very much like the way
the Marine Corpsis,” said the New Jersey native.
“It's mind over matter. When you're in the ring with

someone, you get to the point where
your body is tired, it's fatigued. But then
your mind takes over. You have to be
strong in mind.”

For more information on tryouts for
the Marine Corps Wrestling Team,

contact the athletics department at the IronWorks
Gymeat 253-3067.

Allan S. Snow, five-year wrestler, and Bran-
don J. Zimmer, nine-year wrestler, circle the
wrestling mat at the IronWorks Gym.

Andre C. Dixon, 21-year wrestler lifts and slams Allan S.
Snow to the mat during a speed drill.



