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INSIDE...

Marines, Seabees build morale
Marines assist Seabees a Camp Fuji
with constructing a basketball

court to
boost
morale

Page3

Adventurers ascend Three Peaks
Station residents threw on their
packs and
climbed the
massive
mountain
during a recent
F Outdoor

: Recreation

}‘ = trip.
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New sports program for kids
Children aboard the Station can
now start earning

points for prizes

by participating

in sporting

events, team

sports and

individual

recreation.

Each activity is

worth acertain amount of points.
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Engineersensuresafelanding

Prc. MARK FarLoGA
Combat Correspondent

CAMP FUJI, Japan —Combat engi-
neers from Marine Wing Support Squad-
ron 171, currently deployed to Camp
Fuji, performed airfield damage repair
training, March 3.

“We conduct thisexerciseregularly
in Iwakuni to keep the Marines refreshed.
So, if an attack on the airfield occurs,
the process of laying down the FRP will
be second nature to them,” said

Murphy.
Conducting the airstrip damage re-

“My goal for this exercise was to
have the younger Marines lead each
other without any help from the non-
commissioned officers,” said Murphy.
“They did an outstanding job without
any help. They went out there and
whippedit on. And when it' stimeto per-
form, they perform.”

The exercise consisted
of amock airstrip being at-
tacked, causing craters in
therunway. Airfield damage
repair was then performed
toprovidealanding stripfor
arcraft.

“During airfield damage
repair, heavy equipment op-
eratorswill fill in the crater
and then we (combat engi-
neers) come in and either
unroll a fiberglass folding
mat or lay down fiberglass
reinforced plastic (FRP) to
cover the crater and pro-
vide a surface for arcraft to
land on,” said Sgt. Winfred
R. Murphy, MWSS-171
combat engineer squad leader.

The Marines conducted the training
exercise using FRP. Laying down FRP
consists of placing panels over the cra
ter likeagiant puzzle, ssid Murphy. Once
each piece is combined they're bolted
together then the entire panel is bolted
to the airstrip.

For some Marines,
the exercise was the
same as those per-
formed many times be-
fore, but the first time
as project leeder.

“It was different be-
cause you have to
know exactly what's
going on and what
needs to be done next.
Instead of just worrying
about your own job,

LA -

pair exercise while in Camp Fuji com-
pared to Iwakuni had the added diffi-
culty of dealing with gravel instead of
asphalt, laying it down on a slope in-
stead of level ground and having to work
with M-16s and gas masks, said Pfc. Ri-
chard E. Williamson, MWSS-171 com-
bat engineer.

Pfc. Mark Fayloga
Pfc. Mark P. Wishcer (left) and Lance Cpl. Justin R. O'Quin,
Marine Wing Support Squadron 171 combat engineers,
fasten two portions of fiber reinforced plastic together
during an airfield repair exercise at Camp Fuji, March 3.

you have to make sure
everyone else is doing
thers,” said Williamson.

“At first, it seemed
unnecessary to perform
ADR training in Fuji
considering how often the combat en-
gineers train in Iwakuni,” said
Williamson. “Once we got out therein
the cold and on the gravel with full gear
I noticed how much different it wasfrom
Iwakuni and that you need to be pre-
pared to do your job wherever and
whenever.”

Smallpox vaccination program moves to Pacific

L ANCE Cr.. LukAasJ. BLom
Combat Correspondent

The Department of Defense Smallpox Vaccination
Program, which began in January 2003, has now been
expanded to the Korean peninsulaand all personnel in
the U.S. Pacific Command Forward Deployed Naval
Forces, according to Marine Administrative Message
560/04.

All service members aboard the Station are cur-
rently receiving education and screening for the Small-

pox vaccination, which is being administered now
through May 1.

Dueto theincreased threst of biologica weapons
since 2001, all servicemembersin Centra and Pacific
commands are required to be screened for the vacci-
nation as a conservative precautionary measure, said
Lt. Cmdr. Eugene Garland, Branch Hedlth Clinic envi-
ronmenta hedlth officer.

Thevaccinationisapox-likevirusitself, whenin-
troduced to the human immune system the body de-
velopsantibodiesand immunity to the Smallpox virus.

Thevacciniavirushas
successfully been
used to combat Small-
pox since 1796. The
vaccination is also
given credit for eradi-
cating al naturally oc-
curring Smallpox vi-
ruses and has passed
all tests administered
see SmALLPOX Page4

i —
Sgt. Amber Castro
Col. Michael Dyer, Sta-
tion commanding of-
ficer, receives his Small-
pox shot, March 3.

Marine helicopter squadron conducts external operations

StaF SeT. FREDERICK HAGGETT

HMH-363 Intelligence Chief

The northern extremity of the Station’ s airfield was aflurry of activity
recently, as combat-proven CH-53D helicopters delicately dangled atwo-ton

block of concrete 50 feet intheair.

A congregation of aviation enthusiasts, photographers and onlookers who

operations for thefirst timein recent memory.
Aspilotsand aircrew hovered overhead, the Helicopter Support Team

Red Lions of Marine Heavy Helicopter Squadron 363 conducted external

hustled to secure the load and ensure safe operations despite the blowing wind
andrain. TheRed Lionsinitiated external operations aboard the Stationin an

attempt at maximizing training opportunities during their Unit Deployment

assembled in the baseball field north of the airstrip had quite asight when the

Program before returning to their home base a Kaneohe Bay, Hawaii.

seeHMH-363 Page4
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Hospitality alongthetracks

L 1. CMDR. BRENT JOHNSON
Chaplain’s Corner

Thetracks of the Burlington
Northern Railroad ran straight across
the prairies and through my hometown
on the Great Plains of North Dakota

Thetrain yard was afavorite place
to play when | wasin grade school.
All theyoung boys | knew liked to
explore the side of the tracks looking
for castoff treasures or chances to
meet travelers. We even dreamed of
putting pennies on the tracks for the
big diesel enginesto flatten, but very
few of us dared to carry out such a
tempting deed.

There were interesting people at
theyard. Burlington Northern till
hired aman to patrol the tracks
looking for illegal riders, and keep us
kids away from danger. Occasionaly
we spotted travelers who were riding
the rails hopping off and scurrying
into town to find abite to est.

Sometimes we found marks | eft by
theseriders. People called theriders
hobos or tramps, and their vagabond
lifestyle was strange to boys who had
homes and families to return to each
evening. The hoboswould leave chalk
drawings that signaled safe places to
visit and other sitesto avoid.

If there was ahome where akind
woman lived, someone who gavethem
respect and abiteto eat, asimpleline
drawing of a cat would appear. It was
the sign of agood woman, a person
who gave hospitality to wayfaring
strangers. Often time the hobos would
do smadll chores for such women, even
without being asked. Y ardswould be
cleaned, sidewalks swept, aloose
board repaired in the fence. They were
showing how grateful they were for
the hospitality.

Hospitality isadisappearing art in
our world. If hobos cameto any of the
neighborhoods | lived in recently, |
wonder how many cat chalk drawings
would be left behind?

It isn't that peoplearemeaner than
they used to be.

There are still lots of pleasant
people, the kind who care about
others, around our towns. The
problem is people have accepted a
cocoon lifestyle and wrapped them-
selvesin homesthat rarely acknowl-
edge the world outside their doors.
There are few examplesfor usto
follow of extending hospitality to
strangers. In fact, we are warned that
strangers are dangerous. That is sad,
because violent behavior is usually
committed towards someone close to

the perpetrator. Very few violent
crimes are actually committed by
strangers acting out against unknown
victims. Strangers just make good
scapegoats.

Inthe Biblical books of Leviticus
and Deuteronomy there are passages
that call on the Children of God to
show kindness to strangers who come
amongst them. Deuteronomy 10.19
callson believersto “befriend the
stranger, for you were strangersin the
land of Egypt.” In Leviticus 19
believersaretold, “When a stranger
resideswith you in your land, you
shall not wrong him.” Here again the
people are told to remember their own
timein Egypt as strangers.

Current freedom and the ability to
enjoy the comfort of home are not
reasonsto forget what it felt like to be
lonely and wronged in the past.
Hospitdlity isone of the signs of a
follower of God. It isn’t the only one,
and there are followers who need to
learn how to be hospitable, but there
should be some effort made to give
comfort and care where it is needed.

Be ready to offer kindness to the
stranger at your gate. Itisaliving
example of faithin action. Maybe
someonewill draw acat outside your
door one day. God will notice your
random acts of kindness.

Girl Scoutsgivethanksto Iwakuni community

Ton KEATING
Iwakuni Resident

The Girl Scouts of Iwakuni will be ending the sale of Girl

Scout Cookies on March 19.

Wewould like to thank the Iwakuni community, espe-
cially our young Marines and Sailors. The support they
have provided has been amazing — from the heartfelt stories
of young women telling us about when they were Girl
Scouts to the many young Marines buying cookies
because they have sisters at home selling cookies to the
unbelievable generosity of one anonymous Marine who
has bought $200 worth of cookies the past two years and

Additionally, we would like to give aspecia thanksto the
Manning family who aone collected over $1,000 in dona

tions.

With the donations collected this year, we are support-

ing our deployed troops by sending cookies directly to

donated them directly to the Single Marine Program. girls.

individuals deployed from lwakuni. From your unbeliev-
able generosity, wewill be sending 45 cases of cookies (540
boxes). We have been told by a Marine recipient of two
cases of cookies that not only are they enjoying ‘ataste
from home,” but they are able to use the cookies as goodwill
for the children they encounter.

Thank you Girl Scouts, thank you troop leaders, but
especidly, THANK YOU IWAKUNI for supporting our

CHATTERBOX
Quedtion: " What doyou missmog whileyou'reinthe

Lance Cpl.
Uverne
Peralta
LosAngeles

Sgt. TianL.
Jackson
Chatta-
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Corps suffers 29 percent spike in suicides

L ANCECH.. CRisTIN K. BARTTER
Combat Correspondent

he Marine Corps has endured a

I 29 percent increase in suicides

through the last year, reaching

the highest amount in more than a de-
cade.

In 2004 alone, 31 Marines commit-
ted suicide compared to 24 in 2003. All
of the suicides in 2004 and 2003 were
enlisted men. The majority were under
25 years of ageand had taken their lives
with gunshot injuries, according to
Marine Corps statistics.

“Although itisimpossibleto pre-
dict with 100 percent accuracy who will
attempt or complete suicide, there are
many factors that increase on€'s risk,”
said Dr. Beth Davis, Marine & Family
Services Counseling Center, family
counsglor. “Theseinclude having ahis-
tory of psychological disorders, particu-
larly mood disturbances, use of drugs

and alcohol, increased life stress (rela
tionship issues, work stress), feelings
of hopelessness, family history of sui-
cide and an impulsive/reactive person-
dity style. Research tellsusthat while
women are more likely to attempt sui-
cide, men are significantly more likely to
complete suicide,” added Davis. “A
common ingredient among personswho
are contemplating suicide is hopeless-
ness. People often view their circum-
stances as intolerable and unlikely to
change. They need to realize that sui-
cideisapermanent solution to atempo-
rary problem.”

On Dec. 13, the Commandant of the
Marine Corps, Gen. Michael W. Hagee,
expressed his thoughts on the reason
for the suicide peak.

“This problem is pervasive and is
impacting Marines throughout the
Corps, not just those who have been
deployed in support of the Global War
on Terrorism,” stated amemo by Hagee.

“Theincreased op- tics, many Marines
erational tempo do not, expressed
our Corpsis expe- Hagee. Persons
riencing may be af- who are contem-
fecting the ability plating suicide
of our Marines to may feel stigma
deal with per- tized for seeking
ceived overwhelm- help with such
ing stresses asso- il matters.
ciated with rela- R 5 “They may fed
tionship, financial Lance Cpl. Cristin K. Bartter 1t 1SN0t acceptable
and disciplinary Some factors of an individual toask for help be-
problems.” contemplating suicide may in-  cause they don't
Ingenerdl, the  clude the use of drugs and alco- ~ want to belabeled
Marine Corpshas  hol, increased life stress, feelings ~ as ‘weak’ or ‘de-

experienced the

of hopelessness and an impul-

fective intheeyes

highest suicide sive/reactive personality style.

rate among the
Armed Forces and about 70 percent of
the suicides over the past four years
have been caused by problems related
to individual relationships.

Although many Marinesmay show
obvious signs of suicida characteris-

of their subordi-
nates, peers, or
leaders,” wrote Hagee.

He added that commanders must in-
crease efforts to make their Marines fed
see Suicipes Page5
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Annual road taxes, recycling fee due

L ANCECH.. CRisTIN K. BARTTER
Combat Correspondent

Station community members who own vehicles
must pay an annual road tax fee before renewing their
Status of Forces Agreement decals by April 30. In
conjunction with the annual road tax, residents must
also pay avehicle-recycling fee.

The annual road tax fee is broken down into two
categories, heavy and light vehicles. All heavy ve-
hiclestax can be paid at the Provost Marshd’ s Office
on April 11 and 12 for plate numbers 500V, 33E, 33Y,
300E, 100Y, 500E and 44Y'; Apr. 18 and 19 for platenum-
bers300Y, 329Y, 330Y, 331Y, 400V, 529Y, 530, 531Y and
55Y; and April 22 for al other vehicles. The office
hours for these dates are 9 am. to 3 p.m. No other
business will be conducted on these dates, i.e. sdle
transactions, de-registrations, licensing, fingerprints,
(S(o

For lightweight vehicles, plate numbers 40A, 50A
and 580A, owners can pay the recycling fee and road
tax at Iwakuni City Hall, Marine Corps Community Ser-
vices Auto Hobby shop or dedlers off base for asmall
fee. Once the fees are paid, owners can bring the re-
ceipt to PMO anytime during the month of April to
receive anew decal.

For motorcycleswith A, B, or C seriesplates, only
the annual road tax isrequired. Motorcyclists do not

Assigned Datesfor Plate#

have to pay for the recycling fee, however they do
need to bring in the tax fee receipt to PMO to get the
new decal.

Therecycling fee, ranging from 7,000 to 22,000 yen,
varies by the size and options of each vehicle. To get
a quote on the recycling fee for each vehicle, contact
MCCS Auto Hobby Shop or adealer off base. There
will beasmall feefor thisservice. Itisaone-timeonly
fee and is transferable between owners.

The vehicle-recycling fee is collected when ave-
hicle is purchased, re-registered to a new owner, the
Japanese Compulsory Insurance is renewed, or the
vehicleis disposed of. The fee can be paid with the
assistance from the Auto Hobby Shop or a dealer off
base.

The recycling fee covers the cost to de-register
vehicles with the government of Japan before the ve-
hicleisdisposed of. Thefeeaso alowstherecycling
companies to dispose of the vehicles in an environ-
mentally safe manner.

For vehicle owners who have not paid the road tax
and recycling fee, they need to go to PMO on the
datesindicated for their vehicles. Thiswill allow the
vehicle owner to pay al fees for their vehicle and re-
ceivetheir new decal at onetime. For personnel who
have aready paid the recycling fee and road tax, they
need to go to PMO at anytime during the month of
April to receive the new decalsfor the year 2005.

Road Tax Feefor Heavy Vehicle
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"1 misshavingthe
freedom togodowhat |
want, becausewhen
you'rein thefield you're
stuck out there.”

beinghardor cold.”

" | missmy bed, becausel
don't havetoworry about it

"1t doesn't matter tome,
inthefied or intherear,
| fill dothesamejobit's
just adifferent environ-
ment."

"| missshowers, becausel
hate going todeep dirty
and waking up dirty."

(Heavy) to Pay Feeat PMO 007 2000
Apr11-12 500Y, 33E, 33Y, 300K, 33E, 33, 300, 300E, 4,501cc and over ¥22000
100v, S0E 44 29Y, 330V, LY 4500ccandbdow | ¥19000
Apr18-19 300Y, 39Y, 330V, R3LY.
il il il 1 ¥7
A0 529Y, 50V 531, 44Y,400Y,55Y,500Y, 529Y, 530Y, 531, 500E 500
Y ) .
- Road Tax Feefor Light Vehicle/Motorcycle
Apr 22 All other Vehicles
50A, 40A, 580A ¥3,000
* |f you have paid your Recycling Fee and Road
Tax before these dates, you will be able to come YAMA, B ¥1,000
to PMO anytime during the month of April to
receive your new decal for the year 2005. IWAKUNIA,B,C Y800

NEws BRIEFS

SEASONAL UNIFORM CHANGE

Theoptiona period for wearing deeves
up on the utility uniform beginson the
third Monday in March and endson the
first Monday in May. Sleeves must be
worn up beginning onthefirst Monday in
May.

ProTEST

A protest will be conducted Sunday, at
1 p.m. between the Iwakuni gymnasium
and the lwakuni City hall, marchingtothe
North gate of MCAS Iwakuni. Station
residents are advised to avoid areasswhere
protest activitiesaretaking place.

RAkuco PERFORMER SHow

Rakugo, a Japanese sit-down comedy
show inEnglish, by Aobate, will takeplace
March 25, 12-12:30 p.m. at Community
Service Building 411, room 115.

CoL. RicHARD A. CHRISTIE
M EMORIAL AWARD

For enlisted Marines leaving the
Marine Corps, ascholarship isoffered to
thosewho havedemonstrated exceptional
courage and integrity in theface of great
obstacles. Todownload thegpplication, log
on to www.christiememorial.org. The
deadlinefor theapplicationisJuly 31 for
the 2005-2006 school year.
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Station requirespet registration on, off base M arinesclaw down for Foal Eagle

L ANCE Cr. LukAsJ. BLom
Combat Correspondent

According to Marine CorpsAir
Station Order 10570.1L, al pet owners
stationed here and living on base, are
required to register their petswith the
local veterinary clinic and personnel
living off base need to register with
the lwakuni City Hall.

To get pets registered, al cats and
dogs must have current vaccination
records including rabies. Off-base
residents can obtain the registration
forms from the veterinary clinic or
Housing Office. Once the vaccination
record is complete, the animal must be
microchipped.

“All dogs and cats aboard the
Station must have a microchip
implanted upon arrival if they do
not already have one,” said Army
Capt. Sandi K. Parriott, Station

Lance Cpl. Lukas J. Blom
Army Capt. Sandi K. Parriott, Station Veterinary Treatment Center
chief, examines a puppy while Beverley Suther, animal health tech-
nician, holds him down.

euthanized. Animaswho are caught
agtray in Japan are euthanized four days
later unless the owner can be contacted
according to government regulations.

Moreover, theregistration also
adds alevel of security ensuring al
pets are accounted for and up to date
on vaccinations, reducing the number
of stray animals.

“In a(Noncombatant Evacuation
Operation), the petswon’t necessarily
go with their owner, they will usualy
come after,” said Parriott. “This
process allows usto link up petsto
their owners much faster.”

The procedure can be done on a
walk in basis; however, it isrecom-
mended that you call ahead to ensure
personnel are available to perform the
procedure. The procedure costs $15
and is only required to be done once
inthe pet'slifetime.

“This program isworking pretty

Veterinary Clinic chief. “Animals
less than six months of age will be
microchipped once they reach the
age of six months.”

The microchip, which isthe size of
agrain of rice, is placed undernesth
the skin between the animal's shoulder.

Thisprocessalowsthe animal to
be identified by a hand held scanner,

taking the place of atraditional collar.
If the animal islogt, this process
alowsapet’sowner to be reunited with
them sooner. Furthermore, thiswill dso
reduce the number of animals being

well,” said Parriott. “Not only doesit
keep the pets healthier, if apet runs
away we' |l be ableto track it and
return them to the owner much faster.”

SwmaLLpox from Pagel

During the inocul ation period,

that will have the inoculation, there is no need to be

L ANCECR.. CRrisTIN K. BARTTER
Combat Correspondent

CHEUNG JU, Republicof Korea—
Debarking from an Austraian high-
speed vehicle, Marine Aircraft Group
12 Headquarters, Marine Aviation
Logistics Squadron 12, Marine Fighter
Attack Squadron 122 and Marine
Wing Support Squadron 171 Marines
and Salors arived for Fod Eagle, Mar.
n

The squadrons disembarked the
HSV and met with asmall advanced
party sent aweek and ahalf earlier, al
participating in the training exercises.

TheMarinesand Sailorswill
provide aviation ground support for
MAG-12in order to establish a
forward air base and conduct flight
operations, said 1st Lt. LuisF. Mgjia,
communication officer for Foa Eagle.

“As the advanced party, we got
here and set up everything. In half a
day we put up 30 tents,” said Cpl.
DavidM. Wheder, MWSS-171,
military police. “Overal it wastough,
but we wanted to get everything
established before the other squad-
rons camein.”

During the course of the week,
MWSS-171'smission wasto prepare
everything necessary for over 250
Marines and Sailors arriving.

Although nowhere near the
demilitarized precinct, the squadronis
dealing with hostile conditions since
ariving here. Thefreezing environ-
ment is tough to endure because of
temperatures as low as 18 degrees
Fahrenheit at night.

“We would have alayer of frost on
our sleeping bags and along the inside
of thetent,” said Lance Cpl. Shanal.
DuBois, MAG-12 fiscd clerk. “The
ceilings and walls would be covered
withice. 1t would belikewaking upin
amesat freezer.”

The Marinesworked nineto 12
hour days in the cold, setting up tents
and facilitiesin preparation for the
incomingsquadrons.

“Thefirst couple of daysit was
really cold but we just had to adapt
and overcome,” said Hernandez. “We
had a paate of 2x4'sthat were frozen
together because of the rain and
snow. It would take time to hammer
them apart whenever we would need a
4"

It was the construc-
tion platoon of Marines
who worked through the
winter nightsto provide
strong back frames,
dividers, and reusable
tables for tent city.

Thelong hoursin
frosty conditions paid
off in the end now that
tent city isup and
running with showers, a
mobile exchange and a
chowhall.

“When the Marines
comethrough theline,
they all seem pretty
happy to be getting hot
chow instead of having
Meals Ready to Eat
everyday,” sad Lance
Cpl. David M. Hammll,
MWSS-171 aircraft
recovery augmented to
food services. “I am
glad to be serving these
Marines and help them
out whilethey are
accomplishing the
mission.”

by the Food and Drug Ad-
ministration.

The inoculation creates
asmall blister on the skin.
The blister contains the vac-
ciniavirusand isimperative
that proper precautions are
taken to prevent spreading
thevirusto other parts of the
body or other people. The
inoculation will protect the
patient from the Smallpox vi- e -
rus as soon asthree days af-  Feceiving his shot.
ter being administered and will last an average of five
years.

While in the 21-day process of inoculation, the
blister must always be covered by proper dressing
until the scab falls off, which personnel at the Branch
Hedlth Clinic will change every threeto four days.

the patient must be vigilant about
hygiene such as wash hands of-
ten, wash clothes separately from
family members, do not wear
deeveess shirts, keep the sitedry,
have BHC change dressing every
threedays, and if thedressing falls
off, digpose of it by flushing down
thetoilet or giveto BHC in sealed

Lance Cpl. Cristin K. Bartter ap|a§ic b@
Col. Howard Barker, Marine Aircraft

Group 12 commanding officer, leads
from the front as he is one of the first or take baths dueto the chlorinated

After vaccination, patients are
aso not allowed to go swimming

water rendering the inoculation
useless. Proper care of the vaccination site will mini-
mize adverse effects on the patient as well as others.
All patients are highly encouraged to speak with
family, friends, and contacts about the Smallpox vacci-
nation and safety precautions.
“There will be some people that you work with

concerned,” said Lt. Col. JamesC. Stewart, Headquar-
ters and Headquarters Squadron commanding officer,
who wasinoculated March 3. “I PT, | run, | workout
just like normal. Thisisnot arisky procedure, it's
been in use for over 200 years.”

Common side effects of the vaccination are usu-
aly rash, fever, head and body aches. For these symp-
toms, everyone who receives the vaccination will also
be given medications to diminish the side effects as
much aspossible.

Historically, Smallpox was adevastating virus that
claimed the lives of approximately 30 percent of those
infected. The course of the virus may take anywhere
from seven to 19 days to complete its life cycle. Al-
though it isavery contagious virus that can be trans-
mitted by person-to-person contact and by aerosol
droplets, there has not been anatural Smallpox infec-
tion since 1972.

Questions and concerns about the program should
bedirected to the Branch Hedlth Clinic at 253-3419.

HMH-363 fromPagel

“External operations are the preferred method of cargo loading for Marine
Corps CH-53 helicopters, and proficiency allows usto quickly execute our
assault support mission,” said Lt. Col. Paul Fortunato, Red Lions commanding
officer.

The Marinesmadeit look easy, but the casual observer could not imagine
the effort and improvisation required to bring it all together.

For starters, there was no existing training aid for such an operation, so the hard-
working Marines of Marine Wing Support Squadron 171 built one.

“We hoped to provide ablock that simulated the full lift capability of this
massive helicopter” said Sgt. Jason Kesner, MWSS-171 HST leader, “but we had
to settle for 4,000 pounds of concrete and iron, which was afeat in itself.”

After the construction process, the block was transported with a forklift and
pallet to the north grass portion of the airfield where the CH-53D helicopters
conduct tactical training.

With the block problem solved, HMH-363 assistant operations officer, Capt.
Jade Campbell, set to work assembling the HST. After locating the only HST
trained Marine on station, Campbell recruited Red Lion augments and taught
them proper procedures for rigging, hookup and staging cargo. Led by Kesner,
flight line mechanics, avionics technicians and logisticians sacrificed their time

tofill the ground responsibilities of the operation.

With the block and team in position, the Red Lion aircraft arrived and started
the anticipated external lift. The ground crew braved the downwash, static
electricity, and adverse wesather to provide landing site control for the operations.

Petty Officer 3rd Class Jesse Roddy, HMH-363 hospital corpsman, was
standing by with stretcher and field kit just in case.

“It wasrainy and cold, but we were happy to be there to support this
important exercise,” said Roddy.

Multiple lifts were completed safely as the ground team continued to
improve their efficiency and met the challenges of rapidly changing conditions.
Inside the aircraft, crews labored to perfect their precision hover and placement
skills.

Sgt. Christopher Nino, HMH-363 crew chief instructor, said he appreciated all
the effort put forth by all the planners and crews involved to ensure an effective
training operation. “Thetraining was essential toimprove our core skill profi-
ciency and combat readiness,” he added.

Although thiswas the first time this type of operation was conducted by a
UDP squadron aboard the station, it certainly will not be the last.

“Welook forward to conducting this type of training quite soon. We have
received great support from Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni and MWSS 171,
and plan on reaping the rewards for sometimeto come,” said Campbell.

Lance Cpl. Cristin K. Bartter
Lance Cpl. Nathan M. Thomas, MWSS-171
combat engineer, hammers in a nail to rein-
force a strongback in the medical center in
Koreafor Exercise Foal Eagle 2005.

Marines, Seabeesbuild moralewith Bull Dozer

Prc. MARK FarLoGA
Combat Correspondent

CAMP FUJI, Japan — Marinesfrom Marine Wing
Support Squadron 171 currently deployed to
Operation Bull Dozer, took abresk from their
training schedule to assist Camp Fuji’s Navy Mobile
Construction Battalion 40 in the renovation of
outdoor basketball courts, March 2.

Lance Cpl. Justin M. Heitmeyer and Pfc. Joshua
J. Henderson, MWSS-171 heavy equipment
operators, aided the Seabees in renewing the courts
by excavating land and doing backfield work for the
new court site.

“The Seabeesrun al projects on a Seabee level-
three chart, which isbasically atimeline of when
each stage of a project must be completed,” said
Petty Officer 3rd Class Jared L. Bowman, NMCB-40
crew leader. “If wefdl behind on one stage, then
each stage after gets pushed back and the project
won't be completed in time.”

For the Seabees, completing aproject ontimeis
essential because there is always another project
that needs to be started.

“Having these Marines come out and lend a
hand in the excavating and leveling portion of the
project has been really helpful,” said Bowman.

The Seabees were not the only
ones benefiting from the extra
assistance.

“| was excited to come help out
and get some stick time behind new
equipment,” said Henderson. “The
Seabees showed me how to operate
the backhoe and the dump truck, so
thiswas agreat learning experi-
ence.”

With most bases, moraleis
extremely important, and sportsare
great for boosting morale and
camaraderie aswell asimproving
physical fitness. The Marines said
they were just happy to help out
fellow service members who will reap
the benefits of their hard work.

“It' sawesome getting to help out
Camp Fuji because they’ ve taken
care of ussince we' ve got here, so it
felt good to return the favor,” said
Heitmeyer. “It wasinteresting to see how the
Seabees operate their heavy equipment. They use
different gear and dightly different methods
compared to MWSS-171.”

According to Bowman, thanks to the Marines

Pfc. Mark Fayloga

Pfc. JoshuaJ. Henderson, Marine Wing Support Squadron
171 heavy equipment operator, helps out Camp Fuji’s Navy
Mobile Construction Battalion 40 with renovating outdoor
basketball courts by excavating dirt where the new courts
areto be placed, March 2.

hard work, the project should be completed intime.

“I really appreciate the extra help from these
Marines,” said Bowman. “It's been great to work
with them and it’s good to know that you can count
on your military family to pitchin and help out.”

Suicipes from Page3

more comfortable in revealing their unique stressors
that could possibly lead to suicide.
Along with the efforts of commanders, Marines
thinking of suicide also need to stop and think.
“They (Marines) need to understand that no one
wins or comes out on top after suicide; no one ben-

efits,” said Sergeant Mgj. David M. Allison, Marine
CorpsAir Station lwakuni sergeant mgjor. “If youkill
yourself because you' re overwhelmed with problems,
all you are doing is passing your burden on to some-
one else. They (Marines) need to know that if they
need help they need to ask, it’sthat smple.”

Due to the increase in suicides the Marines have
launched an “ operational stress control and readiness

program” that embeds health professionals among
Marine divisionsin Irag. A prevention tool is aso
being developed for commanders called “a leaders
guide for managing Marines under stress,” to be is-
sued early this year.

If anyoneis showing signs of suicide contact Ur-
gent Care & the Branch Hedlth Clinic at 253-5571/5572
or Counsdling Services Branch manager at 253-4526.
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ABOVE: Mt. Mikura, more popularly known to Station residents as Three Peaks, stands
702 meters above sealevel and is located at the northern limit of Otake City. BELOW:
Pfc. KendraKimble takes in the view from atop Mt. Mikuraduring a Semper Fit Outdoor
Recreation trip to Three Peaks Park, March 12.

STORY AND PHoOTOS BY
L ANCE Cr. LukAsJ. BLom
Combat Correspondent

ingly on the top of the
orld, 10 Station residents
joyed the view from atop Mt.

Mikuraduring aMarine Corps
Community Services Outdoor Recre-
ation trip to Three Peaks Park, March
2

Surrounded by lush green flora
and numerous streams meandering
throughout the mountainsides, Mt.
Mikura, better known as Three Peaks
to Station residents, isan exciting and
beautiful adventure for all Station
residents seeking a short vacation in
nature.

Mt. Mikuraisagranite mountain,

One of many streams that run through Three Peaks trickles down
arock face of Mt. Mikura. Semper Fit Outdoor Recreation took a
group of 10 Station residents to Three Peaks Park, March 12.

which lies at the northern limit of
Otake city, 702 meters above sealevel
and amere 30 minute drive from the
main gate of the Station. The moun-
tain hasthree different summits
which sprout from the ground like
knuckles of afist; Asahidake,
Nakadake and Y uhidake.

The granite rock changes with
each season to revedl new beauty,
especialy with fresh green leavesin
spring and red, golden, and bright
yellow foliageinthefal. Theland-
scape makesit an ided site for rock
climbing or just taking arelaxing hike
through itsmany trails. Thereisaso a
camping sitein the forest at the foot of
themountain.

The numerous trails offer different
levelsof hiking difficulty from astair-

ek

stepped trail to a steep rugged path
that takes a more direct route to the
top.

“The hike up was somewhat
challenging, but everyone madeit up
to the top without problems,” said
Phillip Bedl, MCCS Semper Fit
Outdoor Recrestion coordinator.
“Thehikeishalf thefun.”

Whether looking for aphysically
challenging hike or just out to enjoy
nature’ s beauty, all the hikerstook
their time to enjoy the aweinspiring
view from the summit of the highest
peak.

“Once we got up to the top of the
mountain the view wasamazing,” said
Bedl. “It'sabeautiful hike up, and you
can't beat the view from that high
when you finally get to thetop.”

After taking all their photos and
soaking up the view from the top of
Mt. Mikura, the group of 10 began
their descent.

“Coming down was quite abit
easier, but you had to be sure of your
footing so you didn’t twist an ankle or
fall,” said Bedl.

Once at the bottom of the towering
three peaks, the hikers stood with
shaky legs and admired the beauty of
the massive rock from the bottom, a
half amilelower than they werejust
hours before.

“Thiswasagreat trip,” said Bedl.
“Not only do you get a chance to see
another part of Japan, but you also get
to enjoy being outside and hiking
around some pretty incredibleland.”

ABOVE: Lance Cpl. James D. Darville rappels down one of the many faces of Mt.

Mikura while Lance Cpl. Carl Rice watches from the bottom for safety reasons during
a Semper Fittrip to Three Peaks. LEFT: Lance Cpl.’s Carl Rice and James D. Darville
stand at the half way point of Mt. Mikura and gaze up to the summit of the mountain
more popularly known to Station residents as Three Peaks. FAR LEFT: A water wheel
outside of the entrance to the mountain churns water while the late winter snow falls.



PAGE8

Toril TELLER, MARCH 18, 2005

FEATURE

— —

Crusader sadopt Japanese school, build friendships

STORY AND PHOTOS BY
Crer . Roy Nicka

birthdays in February.
Johnson and Cru-

VMFA-122 Powerline Officer

heUnited States’ diplomaticrelationshipwith

Japan is undoubtedly one of its most

important political bonds and is essentia to
itsnational security.

U.S. forces forward deployed to Japanese ports,
bases and air stations are the heart of the Pacific
Theatre, and during these tumultuous times provide
animmediate response to any threat in the Far East.
Marine Fighter Attack Squadron 122 isdoing their
part to foster that relationship by adopting a
preschool near here,

Recently, five Crusader Marines accompanied
theMarineAircraft Group 12 chaplain, Lt. Cmdr.
Brent D. Johnson, to Asahi School in lwakuni for an
initial visit. The purpose of thistrip was to meet with
school administrators and arrange future visits. The
Marineswere also able to meet with the children.

In Japan, children begin learning English at age
four. Asahi School had arranged a program to show
off the children’ s bilingua speaking skills. The
program included amedley of English and Japanese
children’ssongs.

The presentation concluded with the children
wishing happy birthday to al the students who had

sader intelligence
chief, Staff Sgt. Peter
A. Surck, joined the
February birthday
honorees.

After the show,
the Marines split up
and got to meet the
childrenin smal
groups. This oppor-
tunity to meet
Americanstthrilled the
children.

The children were
very enthusiastic and
excitedtotalk to the
Marines. Each one
wanted to try their
newfound language
kills.

At first, communi-
cating withthe
children was difficult
for the Marines, but
according to Crusader

Lance Cpl. Jennifer Natesgomez,
“Turningintoa
kid again made the
language barrier
take a back door.”
The Crusaders
weren't theonly
teachers though.
TheMarines
learned some

Japanese expres-

sions

the children such
as greetings, and
common ques-
tions such as
“What isyour
name?’

L

ABOVE: Staff Sgt. Peter Surck (left) and Lt. Cmdr

FEPITE. " 1 3
.Brent Johnson play a

game with children during arecent visit to the Asahi School in lwakuni.
Marine Fighter Attack Squadron 122 has adopted the school and is plan-
ing future trips there. BELOW: Lance Cpl. Chris Garrity gets down to the
children’s level during the Crusaders’ visit to the school. Garrity said he
learned more from the children than they learned from him.

inturnfrom
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Torll TELLER CLASSIFIED ADS

To submit your ads or announcements: Torii Teler
accepts ads/announcements from nonprofit organizations
and groups only. Briefs run on space-available and time-

priority basis. Deadline for briefs is noon Thursday. Torii
Teller reserves the right to edit to fit space. Stop by
Building 1, Room 216 to fill out a form.

AUTOMOBLES

Nissan Largo, 1993, van,
diesel, CD player, good
condition, JCI until Feb.
2007, $2,200 obo. Call Lt.
Pedden at 253-4319 dwh
or 253-2634awh.

Nissan Rasheen, 1995, 4
cylinder, new spare tire,
sunroof, JCI until Nov.
2006, $3,500. Call George
Jacoby at 090-3175-7317
or0829-32-6677 awh.

Isuzu Mu 4x4, 1991,
2,800cc, 37,000km, diesel
engine, great running
truck, JCI until Aug. 2005,

$2,800 obo. Call George
Jacoby at 090-3175-7317
or 0829-32-6677 awh.

Nissan Skyline GTS-T,
1993, A/C, AM/FM/CD/
MD, P/W, P/S, JCI until
Jan. 2007, $2,700. Call
Sandman at 253-2540.

ToyotaCelica, 1994, A/C,
CD player, JCI until July
2006, $2,000. Call Lt.Cmdr.
Garland at 253-3419dwh
or 253-2132awh.

Suzuki Bandit 400 GSF,
1994, good condition, new
tank paint, recent carb
work done, $800 obo. Call

Lt. Pedden at 253-4319
dwh or 253-2634 awh.

Harley Davidson Ultra
Glide Classic, 1988, many
extras, JCI until April 2005,
$7,500 obo. Call Sean or
Jolyn at 253-5549 dwh or
253-2291 awh.

OTHER ITEMS

Misc., love seat and
couch, great condition;
Japanese wooden an-
tique furniture. Call
Cynthiaat 253-2778.

Misc., uniquely designed
Korean desk with curved

The Last Supper

On March 24 at 7 p.m., the Station Chapel will present the
powerful re-creation of the famous painting by Leonardo da Vinci;
The Last Supper. Leonardo chose what he considered to be the
most dramatic moment of The Last Supper, that moment just

% “l
Staff Sgt. Peter Surck gets bombarded by children at the Asahi

School in lwakuni. Surck is part of agroup from VMFA-122,
who made their first visit to the school after signing up for the
adopt-a-school program run by the Station Chapel’s Office.
The Crusaders are planning more trips to the school for all the

clerk.

the kids than they learned from
me,” said Lance Cpl. Chris
Garrity, VMFA-121 operations

Thelearning isn't over for the

believe | learned morefrom

plan on visiting Asahi School at least once amonth.
More VMFA-122 Marineswill go on these visits.
Future plansinclude working more with the children
in small groups and doing service projects around
the school grounds.

At the lowest levels, the Crusaders are ensuring

after Jesus said, “One of you will betray me.” In this dramatiza-
tion, the 12 apostles speak their minds to themselves, to each
other andtotheir Lord,inlight of the tragic words they just heard.
There will be a second showing of the performance on the
Commander’s Channel, Ch. 5 at 4 p.m. on Easter Sunday.

Laura Coates

Marines in the squadron.

kids or the Marines. Crusaders

acontinuing friendship with Japan.

Out THE GATE

Note: Japanese who do not
speak English may answer the
phone numbers provided.

Otake ({1 Anniversary
Events

The ev \"Ib d March
27inOtake el Fes-

tival will take place at the Kamei
Park, near Y ouMeTown Otake, 10
am.to12p.m.Visitorscanenjoy a
Japanesedrum performance. A flea
market and Otake Sunday market
arescheduled 10 am. to 4 p.m. at

the Otake City Hall parking lot.
Dance, band, Japanese drum and
Kaguraperformancewill be held on
astageintheparkinglot at the same
time. An fire engine and a crane
truck will bedisplayed. Theevents
will not be cancelled in case of rain.
Call 53-5800 for moreinformation.

Flea Market

Therewill beafleamarket at Asa
Zoo in Hiroshima City Sunday and
Monday, 11 am.to4 p.m. The zoo
isopen 9 am. to 4 p.m. It will be
cancelledincaseof rain. Anadmis-
sionisrequiredin order to enter the
z00. Call 082-838-1111for details.

Hina Dolls Display

Visitorscanview Hinadollsdis-
play at 22 houses along the White
Wall Street and the Retro Street,
Yanai City now through March 31.
For further information, call 0820-22-
8077.

Kiyomori Shrine Festival

A ceremony is scheduled at
Kiyomori Shrineon Miygjimaisiand
Sunday, 11-11:15am. Visitorscan
enjoy aBugaku performance, Japa
nese court dance and music, at the
Itsukushima Shrine Sunday, 11:30
a.m. Call 0829-44-2020 for more
details.

shape and intricate hard-
ware, wood desk breaks
down into three piecesfor
easy transport, foot rest
to match desk included.
Call Kelly at 253-2745.

Misc., Sony 61" Real Pro-
jection TV, excellent con-
dition, model #K P61V 85, a
few years old, manuals, re-
mote, packing box, $1,100
obo. Call Jonat 253-2511.

Misc., baby swing,
Fisher-Price, $60; carpet,
burgundy red, 9x12, $30;
stroller, $20; sports
stroller, $40; Winnie the
Pooh crib mobile, $10. Call
Irina Stocker at 253-2275.

JOB OPENINGS

Dental Clinic

A temporary contract
chairsidedental technician
positionisopen. CallDTC
Olaes at 253-5252 for in-
formation or application.

CHRO

English instructors are
needed. For details, call
KeikoHironakaat 253-4344
or send email to hironakak.
jp@iwakuni.usme.mil.

CHRO (253-6828)
Gotowww.iwakuni.usmc.
mil/HRO/default.htm for a
completejoblisting. Con-
tact CHRO, Building 1,
room 104 for details.

MCCS (253-3030)

Go towww.mccsiwakuni.
com for a complete job
listing.

MovIE ScHEDULE
SAKURA THEATER

Fripay-7p.m.AreWeThereY et?(PG); 10p.m. Closer
R)

SATURDAY - 1 p.m. Racing Stripes(PG); 4p.m. Elektra
(PG-13); 7p.m.; AreWeThereY et?(PG); 10p.m.In
Good Company (PG-13)

Sunpay - 4p.m. Elektra(PG-13); 7p.m. In Good
Company (PG-13)

Monpay - 7p.m. M.C. Perry High School Band Spring
Concert

Tuespay - 7p.m. Closer (R)
WEeDNESDAY - 7 p.m. WhiteNoise(PG-13)

THurspAY - 7p.m.AreWeThereY et?(PG)
Thisscheduleissubmitted by the SakuraTheater andis
subjecttochange. For show timescall the SakuraTheater
at 253-5291.

MCTV CHaNNEL 19

Frioar - 11 am./5 p.m. Grease (PG); 2 p.m./8 p.m. My

Boss'sDaughter (PG-13); 11 p.m./5am. ThelmaAnd
Louise(R); 2am. Nat'| LampoonsVanWilder (R)
Saturpay - 11am./5 p.m. TheHunchback Of Nortre

Dame(G); 2p.m./8 p.m. Garden State (PG-13); 11 p.m./5

am. 40 Days40Nights(R); 2a.m. Matrix Revolutions
(R)

Sunpar - 11 am./5 p.m. Shark Tale (PG); 2p.m./8 p.m. 1,
Robot (PG-13); 11 p.m./5am. Daredevil (PG-13); 2am.
Minority Report (PG-13)

Monpay - 11 am./5 p.m. Miracle (PG); 2 p.m./8 p.m. Taxi
(PG-13); 11 p.m./5am. | Heart Huckabees(R); 2a.m.
LostInTranslation (R)

Tuespay - 11am./5p.m. Jersey Girl (PG); 2p.m./8 p.m.
TheVillage (PG-13); 11 p.m./5am. Passion Of The
Christ(R); 2am. Say ItIsn't So (R)

Wepnespay - 11am./5p.m. Field Of Dreams(PG); 2
p.m./8 p.m. Pearl Harbor (PG-13); 11 p.m./5am. Wicker
Park (PG-13); 2am. An Officer And A Gentleman (R)
THurspAY - 11am./5p.m. PrincessDiaries2 (PG); 2p.m./
8p.m. Zoolander (PG-13); 11p.m./5am. SW.A.T. (PG-
13); 2am. Gothika(R)

ComMMUNITY BRIEFS
CHRO

CHRO Training

B Supervisor’sRolein Human ResourcesMan-
agement: April 11-14,8am.to4:30p.m.

B EthicgPrivacy Act/POSH : April 20,9-11:30am.

For moreinformationand nominations, call 253-6828 or

sende-mail toshiomuram.jp@iwakuni.usme.mil. Classes
will beheldat CHRO training room. Building one, Room
102.

MCCS

Club Iwakuni
Lunch buffet menusare available at www.mccsiwakuni.
com

B Armed Forces Entertainment presents Viki

Nova (Rock 'n’ Rall from Washington, D.C.): Tues-
day and Wednesday, 9 p.m. in the Ballroom.

B 2nd Annual International Women’sDay Cel-
ebration: March 29, 8am. to 2:30 p.m. Eventin-
cludes keynote address by Cmdr. Rachel Haltner,

parade of nations, Ikebana demonstration, kimono-
wearing demondtration, L atin dancing, clogging and
more. Wear any international costumes you may
haveto the event. Continental breakfast will be pro-
vided. Call 253-4526 to sign-up. Limited childcareis
available.

SingleMarine Program (253-3585)
B Halo 2 Tournament: Saturday, 6 p.m. Winner
takesall. No entry fee. Sign-up.

Youth & Teen Center (253-6454)

B SMART GirlsMeeting: Teenage girls meet Sat-
urday, 3-5 p.m. Come on over for freefood and fun.
B Job Ready Sessons: Wednesday, Unit 8 Dem-
onstrating Positive Attitude and Behavior”

TeachingEnglish Tips
Thursday, 9-10:30am. Call 253-6439 for details.

OTHER

Japanese Language Classesfor Spring 2005

The Y amaguchi International Exchange Associationis
sponsoring Japanesel anguage coursesfor foreigners. The
courseslast for threemonths. For moreinformation, call
thePublic Affairs Office, Y ukie Wadaat 253-5344 or e-
mail to waday.j p@iwakuni.usme.mil

Iwakuni NursesNetwork

All nursesontheStationareinvitedtomeet for aninfor-
mal lunch thefourth Wednesday of every month, 11:30
am.to12:30 p.m. inthe Club Iwakuni Ballroomto so-
cializeandreview aprofessional article. For Marchonly,
they will meet March 30. Call Jeannetteat 253-3213for
details.

Child Developmental Screens

All childrenages4-36 monthsareinvitedtohavea20-
minute devel opmental screening to assess communica-
tion, grossmotor, finemotor, social and problem-solving
skills. Call Educational and Developmental Intervention
Servicesat 253-4562 for an appointment or moredetails.

AASSpringFling‘05Dance

African AmericanSociety SpringFling‘ 05Dancewill be
held March 19, 9 p.m. to 2a.m. at Club Iwakuni ball-
roomA. Ticketsareavailablethrough any AAS member.
Call AASpresident, LindaHayesat 253-5019 or 253-
7974 for moreinformation.

CultureFestival

Therewill beafestival for all at the Matthew C. Perry
School cafeteriaMarch 26, 11am.to3p.m. Thisevent
includesfreeY akisobaand entertainment. For morein-
formation or to volunteer, call the Japanese American
Society Office at 253-4771 or e-mail to
jasiwakuni @mx5.tiki.ne.jp or stop by Building 261.
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Mess Hall Lunch Menus

Week Of March 21-25 Rice, Buttered Pasta, Lima Beans, Creole Squash Alfredo Sauce, Grilled Cheese Sandwich, Tempura
M onday — Cream of Mushroom Soup, Creole Soup, Wednesday — Cream of Broccoli Soup, Vegetable Vegetables, Peas and Carrots
Sauerbraten, Hot and Spicy Chicken, Fried Rice, Soup, Breaded Pork Chops, Pepper Steak, Oven Glo  Friday — Clam Chowder Soup, Minestrone Soup,
Oven Glo Potatoes, Fried Zucchini, Pinto Beans Potatoes, Glazed Carrots, Brown Gravy, Club Spinach ~ Braised Beef and Noodles, Baked Fish, Mashed
Tuesday —Cream of Potatoe Soup, ChickenNoodle  Thur sday — Minestrone Soup, Cream of Chicken Potatoes, Fried Cabbage, Mixed Vegetables, Chicken
Soup, Baked Haibut Fish, BBQ Beef Cube, Wild Soup, Creole Macaroni, Crab Cakes, Fettuccini with ~ Gravy

M. C. Perry School Lunch Menus

Week Of March 21-25 Wednesday — Fish Sticks, Tater Tots, Dinner Roll, Seasoned

Monday — Soft Shell Taco with Cheese, Lettuce & Tomato, Green Beans, Chocolate Cake, Milk

Spanish Rice, Chilled Peaches, RiceKrispie Treat, Milk Thur sday —Nachos Supreme, Lettuce and Tomato, Spanish

Tuesday — Sloppy Joe on aBun, Tomato, Cucumber and Rice, Chilled Peaches, Chocolate Cake, Milk

Onion, Curly Fries, Seasoned Green Beans, Chilled Fruit Friday —No School

Cocktail, Milk

Y outh Sportsplayingfor points, prizes

L ANCECR.. CRisTIN K. BARTTER
Combat Correspondent

Marine Corps Community Services
Y outh Sportsisinitiating amotivational
program, Have aBlast with Y outh
Sports, for Station children ages 4 to 15.

Children can pick up the Have aBlast
with Y outh Sports booklet at the Y outh
Sports desk at IronWorks Gym and start
involving themselvesin sporting events,
team sports and individual recreation.
Each activity isworth a certain amount
of points. Prizes are earned when they
total their points together.

“Y outh Sports should offer an
incentive program to reward children for
their dedication to team sports and to
entice them to exercise rather than play
video games because exercise is so
much more beneficia,” said Jamie
Buning, Y outh Sports Coordinator. “The
program encourages teamwork, as well
asindividual commitment and promotes
children’ sinterest to participatein new

Lance Cpl. Cristin K. Bartter

TOP: Children on the Bulls intramural youth basketball league team await instructions from their coach

and different sporting activities.” before a game recently. With the incentive program, kids are awarded prizes for participating in the

Station parents share the same
enthusiasm of the Have a Blast with
Y outh Sports program.

“Any program, likeit (Have aBlast
with Y outh Sports) isbeneficial to givekidsideasof  child must fill out alinein

fun thingsto do,” said Gunnery Sgt. Rogernal L. the bookl et that requires
Johnson, Marine Wing Support Squadron 171, the date, activity, tota
maintenance chief. “| think it isapositive program minutes, points and initias
for the kids.” from a parent or coach.
Not only do the parents understand the programs Prizes are awarded to
vauable qualities, the kids understand itsimpor- children who reach 100,
tance too — the prizes. 150, 200, 250, 300 and 375

“1 think the program isagreat ideal” said Darius points. The prizesvary
J. Johnson, 11, Rogernd’s son and active basketball,  from frishees, water
soccer and football player. “It showskidsthatthey  bottles, jersey’s or duffel
can have fun playing games and they get the chance  bags and a $10 off coupon

towin prizesl” for any youth sports
Each activity isworth a different amount of registration fee.

points; team soccer practice isworth 10 points, a For more information

baseball gameisworth 15 points, bikeriding for at on HaveaBlast with

least 30 minutesisworth 10 points, etc. Thebooklet Y outh Sports contact

has a variety of sports and activities that can MCCS Y outh Sports a

interest all Station children. 253-3239.

Once an activity or sport is accomplished, the

sports they love. BELOW: Dolphin’s quarterback, Freddie Jones Jr., dodges past Mike Marshal and
Cody Flick, to score the game’s first touchdown for his team. Youth Sports offers children a variety of
sporting activities to choose from for points.

| WAKUNI SPORTS SCENE

INTRAMURAL VOLLEYBALL
Coachesmeet Tuesday, 9:30 am. inthe [ronWorks Gym WellnessRoom.
Season begins March 28. For further details, call 253-5777.

FamiLy AppreciaTion BowLing Days
Saturday, 1-5 p.m. All gamescost $.75 Call 253-4657 for details.

INVITATIONAL RACQUETBALL TOURNAMENT
Thetournament is Saturday, 9 am. at the IronWorks Gym. For details,
call 253-5777.

TeAM ScrRAMBLE GOLF TOURNAMENT

TheAustrdian Travel Clubisholding ateam scramblegolf tournament
at Torii PinesGolf CourseMarch 25, at 12 p.m. Thereisa$20 entry fee
and prizesfor first, second and third placeteams. Call 253-3402 for details.

VARSITY SOFTBALL
Tryoutsare Sunday and March 27, 3p.m. and March 31, 6 p.m. at the
Parade Deck. Call 253-5777 for more information.

YouTH BASEBALL

Registrationisopentoday for $30. Sign-up at thelronWorks Gym front
desk. Lateregistration, Saturday to April 2, will cost $40. Evaluationsfor
ages10-12 yearsold are held March 26, 9:30 am. at the Monzen Field.
Call 253-3239for details.

PERSONAL TRAINING \WORKSHOP

April 1-3. Classtakesplaceinthe [ronWorks Gym WelInessRoom April
1,5:30-7:30 p.m., April 2,9am.to6p.m.,and April 3, 10am..to4p.m.
Sign-up before March 25 for $75 at the IronWorks Gym front desk. Call
253-5051 for moreinformation.
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Warhawkstakedown GOAT for championship

Navy ballers knock out Marines in final game before departing Iwakuni

Cr.. Da/E Boni
Combat Correspondent

uring a heated contest at the IronWorks Gym basketball court,
the Warhawks overpowered the Greatest Of All Time(G.O.A.T.)
55-39 to take the intramural basketball league championship,
March 8.
The game, hailed asaclassic Marinesvs. Navy battle, lived up toiits
hype with the Navy's WarhawksfrustratingtheMarinesG.O.A.T.
with relentless defense and a quick strike offense.

Before the game began, G.O.A.T. point guard Reco Alexander
promised his team 'g%1 would come out running the floor hard.

“They are Navy so | don't think they will be able to keep
up with us,” he said confidently.

Thishit of wisdom n backfired right from the start

astheWarhawks led | |
blazed up and down
8-2 run in the first
GOAT. andl for-
slow down the
pair of quick layups, but

v\ -'_-' by point guard Carl Wright,
M) the court en route to a quick
i quarter.

1§ W ward Lee Woodbridgetried to

~ Warhawks momentum with a
the score stood at 19-9 with 6:49
|eft to play in the half and the Warhawks pulling away

early. Behind their heck- . ling supportersin the stands,
the Warhawks swarm- ing defense kept the G.O.A.T.

offense a bay and the I 5 | first half ended with the score
2516. . ) i

“We wanted to come Il out aggressive, force them to
make turnovers, which | =% | i would creste easy baskets for
us,” said Wright.

The second half be- | gan asif the teams switched
roles and the G.O.A.T. was the team on amission. With

Woodbridge leading the
8-0 run, cutting the lead
As soon as the momen-
Warhawks finally
halftime, with
hitting a deep ¥
jumper, sending
answer back. ¢ 3 e
“We camelis

way, G.O.A.T. jumped out to an
to 25-24 with 12:49 l€ft to play.
tum began to shift, the
woke up from the short break at
power forward Charles Ealy
three pointer followed by a short
theG.O.A.T. scramblingto

out here to play our

game” Edy sad before the game.
“Everyone said we need to worry about
them, but they needed to worry about
us.” -
After a poor shooting first half, both Photos by Lance Cpl. Cristin K. Bartter

Greatest Of All Time small forward Lee Woodbridge, goes up strong to the
basket en route to his 18 points in the game. Woodbridge led all scorers in
the game, but it was not enough to overcome the Warhawks’ defense.

teams began to
weaning mo-

pour itoninthe
ments of the second.

The G.O.A.T. came as close to
five points be- fore Warhawks
shooting guard Michagl Norwood
drilled a heart- breaking three
pointer, putting the game away for

good. Inthere-
and the out-
fouling began on
tempers flaring. As
Warhawks proved who the
floor wasthisyear.

“Our squadron (Navy Fighter Attack Squadron 97) is part of the
Unit Deployment Program and we didn’t want to leave herewith a
loss,” said Wright, who finished the game with 15 points. “They
were agreat team, but we just wanted it more thistime. That’ sjust
how our team is. We work hard and we play hard both on and off
the court.”

Although histeam suffered the loss, Woodbridge led all scorers
with 18, but his performance wasn’t enough to give histeam the
championship.

“I think we should have won, but we didn’t have afew key guys
out there,” he said. “In the second half we started coming back, but - .
then they started hitting a couple of three pointers and we just The Warhawks come together for one last cheer after their 55-39 victory over the
couldn’t recover. They were the better team tonight.” G.O.A.T.intheintramural basketball championship game, March 8.

maining minutes
comeclear, hard
the floor with
the clock ran out,
best team on the




